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Lawrence 

Biographical information about Lawrence Samuel Barker.  He was born at Sutton, Quebec, August 1, 

1906.  He was the only sibling born in Canada.  The oldest brother took over the responsibility for the 

family when his father died in 1910.  He came west and then brought his mother and the other children 

west. 

040 

The family came west in a colonist car to High River in 1912, at the end of May.  The family rode back to 

the farm, four miles, in the back of a horse-drawn grain tank in the dark. 

075 

The children attended school at the Last Chance School, near the Old Woman Buffalo Jump.  Lawrence 

went through grade 8 at that school. 

090 

Stories about his oldest brother, George.  He got his start farming when Mr. Couey gave him some 

machinery and horses and recommended him to a man who had a farm to rent.  The family moved to that 

farm in 1914. 

135  

Lawrence and his mother moved to Calgary when he was 15 years old and he attended Crescent Heights 

school.  Mr. Aberhart was his math teacher and he really liked him.  Aberhart had a notebook and when a 

student got three demerit points, he got the strap.  Lawrence got his punishment for throwing spitballs and 

things like that.  Lawrence and Tommy Trotter went to school together.  Aberhart had an Old Masters in 

Music program, where he reviewed the classical music. 

165 

Lawrence's mother ran a boarding house on 19th Avenue N.E.  He only went through grade 10. 

175 

Details of his work on farms, railroad and other jobs in the first five years after he left home.  Definition 

of the job of a "gandy dancer" the men who tamped gravel under the ties on the railbed. 

210 

He also worked on the construction of the Diablo dam on the Skagit River in Washington State. 

220 

Story about his poor relationship with his brother Frank, about getting paid poorly as his employee.  

When he asked for a raise, his brother sent him packing so he went to work for better wages for a farmer 

named Mr. Brockway at Cayley in 1923. 

280 

In 1928, he worked at Spillers Flour Mill in Calgary and was erroneously paid $3.00 per hour, the 

foreman's wage while his brother, working outside in the cold, got paid $1.25 per hour.  After three pay 

periods his pay was reduced. 

320 

He went to Turner Valley in November, 1928 to stay with Howard de Mille, who was working for 

Royalite.  Lawrence went to work for Royalite on April 2, 1929.  The foreman said he could only offer 

him three weeks work but he stayed 40 years and 5 months.  Norman Tupper hired him.  The bull gang, 

on which he first worked, laid pipelines, dug trenches and did general manual work.  Description of 

process for joining threaded pipes.  A gasoline powered ditcher prepared the trench.  The pipes were 

coated with a grease, and later tar.  Trenches were 5 feet deep and backfilled by hand. 



 

400 

In the fall of 1929, he got a job walking pipelines as a linewalker in the south end.  He walked the main 

line and the laterals, checking the gas and water lines.  He also walked lines into the Home Oil plant.  The 

first winter the lines were walked 24 hours a day, in three shifts.  He walked up to 15 miles a day for 10 

years.  His brother Syd walked the line to Calgary for 7 years and never missed a trip. 

465 

Breaks occurred in the pipeline a few times each year.  Once the break created a geyser of gasoline that 

shot right out of the ground and into a yard where the homeowner had filled up a few barrels with gas.   

500 

Accidents with gas fires were few but Mr. Godkins had an accident with an explosion of gas. 

550 

Description of the construction of shacks and how they connected to the gas pipeline with a "2-inch 

saddle."   
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Discussion of how gas was used in coal burning stoves, heaters, lights and small heaters for outhouses.   

030 

Accident when a 3 year old boy was overcome by the fumes of a leak from a pipeline. 

040 

Story about how the people checked on each other when the gas pressure changed.  Fire pit burned the 

garbage and they still have a gas space heater in the outhouse.  The first heater was made from a piece of 

casing with a little vent pipe going out the roof. 

075 

Bea 

Bea Barker's story of how she met Lawrence in 1930.  Her parents and Bea stayed with Lawrence's 

brother Syd's in his house in Valleyfield, in south Calgary near the old Imperial Oil Refinery.  In 

November, she and Lawrence went to see the "Dumbells," performers who were veterans from WWI.  

They were famous across Canada.   

150 

Lawrence and Bea were married on August 19, 1931.  

155 

Biographical information about Florence Beatrice Elford Barker.  She was born in 1125, at 11th Street 

South East, in Calgary, on December 30, 1912. 

170 

Description of the family.  Beatrice was born prematurely after her mother tripped and fell down the 

stairs, and only weighed 3 pounds when she was born.  She had 3 brothers and 2 sisters and attended 

school at Ramsay School and Colonel Walker and completed grade 8.  As the oldest child she helped 

keep the family financially stable.   

215 

She like the idea of moving to Turner Valley although she had never been there before.  The first house 

was better than most, sealed inside with Canada board, beaverboard, 16 feet by 18 feet, just one room.  

They rented it from Tom Cuffling, the farmer after whom the area was named.  Water came from a well, 

hand dug to 18 feet.  Gas heat and light were standard. 

160 

Son Syd was born in 1933, Jim in 1935 and daughter Lois in 1939.  Mrs. LaRosee ran a maternity 

hospital in the townsite.  Story of accident when Syd fell through a glass window and was treated at the 

still unopened new hospital near the river in 1939.  Dr. Harry Lander took the glass out of his arms.   

325 



 

Details of Lawrence's illness which lasted from 1941 to 1958 with kidney stones.  Dr. Pilcher operated on 

him the first time.  Lawrence had seven operations but still tried to work, even against doctor's orders in 

order to try to pay the bills.   

390 

Details of how she negotiated with the doctors and hospitals over the bills.   

420 

Story of when their son Syd asked for more allowance.  The parents showed the boys where the money 

went and at the end of the session Syd said to his parents "You don't get an allowance."  Lawrence built 

toys for the kids.  Bea was concerned for her own livelihood if Lawrence died.  They built themselves a 

new house in 1958. 

470 

Discussion of living conditions in Turner Valley in the 1930s.  As Lawrence had a job, they did quite 

well. 

490 

Story of when Bea went to fill up with gasoline at the MacLeods oil well.  A big man, Mr. Cloakey, stood 

beside the car smoking a big cigar while the employee filled the car up with gas.  She got away as soon as 

possible and asked Lawrence never to send her to get gas again.  A gasoline fill was $1.00 regardless of 

how much gas the car needed. 

550 

Story of how she left the car running on the main street of Turner Valley, without the parking brake on.  

When she came back out the car was across the road, in the ditch.  One of her neighbours from Cuffling 

Flats drove it out for her and she insisted that he drive the car home. 

600 

During the Depression Royalite delivered hampers of meat and food to the poor in Turner Valley. 
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Sandy McNabb delivered the food hampers which included meat, flour, sugar, oatmeal and other staples.  

In the 1930s Lawrence's wage was paid $5.00 per day.  They paid $8.00 per month rent on the house. 

025 

Children at Cuffling Flats went swimming at the swimming hole nearby in the Sheep River and did not 

frequent the heated swimming pool at the gas plant. 

035 

They bought most of their supplies for their home when they moved to Turner Valley from William's 

Brothers in Calgary.  The large trunk in the car was full of household items and it all cost $25.00.  Bea 

regrets losing the bill.  She still has the tin from the 5 pound baking powder tin.  

065 

They went to the mountains on their honeymoon, to Yoho Park, Lake Louise, Banff, Golden and tented 

for 10 days.  The weather was beautiful the whole time.  They visited Takkakaw Falls.  They met a lot of 

fine people and took photographs.  In 1931, Cliff Moore made two colour paintings for them from black 

and white photographs they took on their honeymoon and varnished the paintings in 1935. 

100 

Bea regrets losing things when they moved from their first house to the new one in 1958.   

115 

House parties were common, even in small houses like theirs.  Musicians played violins and accordions.  

Beer cost $2.20 per dozen and they put it in a tub of ice in the porch.  They also visited the Cahill's in the 

south end. 

135 

Golfing was too expensive for the working class.  Curling was not as expensive but Lawrence was very 

busy at work and Bea was also busy taking care of the children.  They attended dances at Millarville at 

the Ranchers Hall and at the Royalite Hall, across the road from the Royalite offices. 



 

165 

Lawrence 

Lawrence recalled a story about a man, called "The Donut King" who had a large shack, 20 feet by 36 

feet long and he hosted parties.  Once after Lawrence and Ron Curtis went to the Black Diamond bar for a 

beer, they went to "The Donut King" for a party.  Someone played music and there were so many people 

in the room that the walls almost bulged. 

210 

When they returned home, Mrs. Curtis pulled her husband out of the car and pushed him into the house. 

230 

Bea 

Bea's father came from Newfoundland. 

240 

Children played hockey, swam at the pool, and some perhaps curled.  Cuffling Flats at one time boasted 

23 houses.   

260 

Lawrence 

Lawrence described a bobsleigh and trailer that he built and the local kids, up to 12 at a time, rode this 20 

foot long combination down the hill east of their home.  The kids hauled water up the hill and froze the 

track to make it faster. 

280 

Bea 

Bea described the swimming holes.285 

Lawrence 

Lawrence described their youngest son, Jim's ability to catch fish.  He put fish on the table for years.  

Story of when he caught his first fish on the Highwood River when he was nine years old.  Trout out of 

the Sheep River were good. 

325 

Bea 

Description of a camping trip in 1943 up the Highwood River with a team of horses and two riding horses 

for the sons.  They went to Camp 6, the junction of the road south.  They made the whole trip in one day 

and stayed for 10 days.  Between the OH Ranch and Camp 6, there were 27 gates to open and close as 

you drove through.  Bea and her young daughter went up to Camp 6 in a car with Smiles and Sadie 

Armstrong.  They fished, swam, rode horses and took the team back into the old Lineham lumber camp.  

In 1944 Lawrence and Smiles went to Picklejar Lakes and fished enough for supper, delicious pan sized 

trout.  Smiles was a great camper and an incredible cook.  They had two tents for the family camping trip. 

They took along a young boy, John Deweese, and he got sick.  He had measles and Bea's daughter got 

them too.   

435 

Lawrence 

Lawrence's description of the propane plant which was moved from Cuffling Flats to the Royalite plant.  

One summer the propane plant ruined all the gardens in Cuffling Flats. 

455 

After the first year linewalking on shifts, he only walked in the daytime.  He then became a field gauger 

for 10 years.  Description of the field gauging process.  Roads were often bad.  Story of getting towed 

back from the south end.  While being towed he could not see once his windshield got obscured so he put 

on his brakes and broke the tow rope so that he could stop and avoid running into oncoming traffic.   

535 

Description of the field gauger's duties.  The Royalite gauger met the British American gauger and they 

together checked the tanks that were on contract to Royalite.  This job was done every day, 7 days a 

week, 3 times a day, once on each shift.   
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Lawrence got half pay when he was sick, $43.00 every two weeks.  $6.80 per day was full pay. 

020 

Discussion of medical facilities.  First aid men included Joe Milner and Bill Powell. 

035 

He learned gauging from the chief gauger, the First Gauger, Jack Keith and the other gaugers were Don 

Menzies and Roland Thompson. 

050 

Description of how a tank was gauged.  Temperature was also noted as was the specific gravity of the oil.  

All the information was listed on a ticket and then worked out at the plant office on a calculator in order 

to determine the amount of oil. 

125 

He worked at the propane plant and gasoline plant with Cliff Moore.  They were both operators at various 

sites throughout the plant. 

140 

He also worked as a plant gauger in the Royalite No. 1 plant. 

155 

During the war, the plant installed barbed wire along the top of the fence.  Each employee had a security 

pass with a photograph on it.  Guards had shotguns and there was a guardhouse down by the old plant 

bridge.  The searchlight was on a tower beside the water tower on the south side of the river.   

180 

Frank Nichols carried a photo of Hitler on his security pass.  He also ran around the plant keeping ahead 

of the searchlight as a joke. 

205 

Story about Kay Christensen, a Danish man, who was a guard at the gate.  A woman stopped at the gate 

and put some peanuts through the fence and dropped them on the ground as if he was a monkey in the 

zoo.  The guards carried shotguns on a strap on their backs. 

225 

Stories about hydrogen sulphide.  Gauging was one job where the men were exposed to sour gas.  The 

south end gas was sweet and the north end was very sour. 

250 

Bill Kilpatrick once got a sniff of sour gas and ran to get away from it and ran into a firewall next to a 

tank and got very muddy. 

270 

Accident due to sour gas which killed Art Martin.  Lawrence never knew why Art did not use the oxygen 

tank and mask. 

290 

In 1966, Lawrence was promoted to pipeline foreman for Valley Pipeline Company.  Discussion of one 

freeze-up of the pipeline, right in the yard at Imperial Oil in Calgary.  They pumped alcohol to the ice 

plug to thaw it out. 

315 

Leaks were sometimes hard to find so the linewalkers also noted pressures at stations along the line. 

325 

Discussion of the industrial council.  Wages always seemed to rise to match the union wages.  

Management and labour were quite reasonable. 

380 

Gas and oil routinely were taken by people in the oilfield.  One man had a garage over the Regal Oil 

Company gasoline pipeline and sold it to farmers.  No one bought gasoline if they worked at a site where 

is was being produced. 

418 



 

Lawrence:"I heard the Field Superintendent, Sam Coultis, say 'If I had a man working for me on a 

location where there was five or 600 barrels of gasoline in the tank and he was buying gasoline at the gas 

station, I would fire him.  He's too dumb to work for me.'" 

435 

Details of the man who stole gasoline from the Regal pipeline.  When he got greedy the company noticed 

and investigated. 

470 

Policing included the Alberta Provincial Police, local police and the RCMP.  APP officers included 

Corporal Brown.  RCMP included Corporal Green, Corporal Van Blarcom and Corporal Smith.  Crime 

was relatively minor and fights were solved before the police arrived.  540 

The Royal Bank was held up in the 1970s and the robbers tried to escape by going up the Highwood 

River.   

580 

Bea started a diary in 1974. 
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Discussion of the local newspaper and Barney Halpin, the editor of The Flare.  He had a column which, 

although he left out the names, commented on the antics of people in the area. 

020 

Social Credit discussion.   

035 

Bert Sheppard discussed in passing. 

040 

During the 1932 they had to rescue people from the flood at Dogtown, below Snob Hill.  The water 

wagon man pulled people out with his horse and wagon. 

050 

Dale Sugget tied his shack to a tree with a cable so that it would not get washed away in the flood.  

Poverty Flats did not flood as badly. 

070 

Details of the flood in the 1940s, probably 1944, that almost took out the walking bridges. 

080 

The new road and bridge are in danger of being washed out by the river when it floods. 

090 

Mrs. Gooding's collections of scrapbooks are still in the possession of her daughter. 

115 

Discussion of the flares at Hell's Half Acre and the one by the gas plant.  The flare at Hell's Half Acre had 

no smell but was very loud. 

135 

Discussion of Tom Trotter.  He was a smart man, fair and thorough. 

155 

Bea 

Bea likes where they live and hopes to finish her days in the area.  Many of their friends are now gone.  

They will celebrate their 60th Anniversary this summer. 

175 

End of interview. 


