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000 

Biographical information about Percy Richard Wray. 

Born in 1901 at Consett, England.  Moved to Estevan, Saskatchewan and later to Okotoks.   

015  

His father opened a gas fitting business in Okotoks.  They moved to Redcliff where he became the 

manager of the Redcliff Realty Company gas operations. 

030 

After a few years running a lumber yard in Drumheller, Percy took a job running the lumber yard in 

Turner Valley.  He left that job a few months. 

045 

Towns had to pay relief.  Turner Valley councillors went to Edmonton and turned over the books of the 

community to the government as the community could no longer handle its debts.  The Department of 

Municipal Affairs later hired Percy as secretary-treasurer for the Turner Valley community for $25 per 

month. 

065 

Many of the buildings in the oilfield "accidentally" burned to the ground when the owners could not sell 

them.  Insurance rates went to 10% per year. 

080 

The Department of Municipal Affairs fired the council in Black Diamond.  Percy then took on the job as 

secretary-treasurer for the Black Diamond community for $35 per month in addition to his work at Turner 

Valley.  He kept these jobs until the mid 1950s. 

105 

In 1944, the oilfield was part of the Municipal District of Stockland.  When the Municipal District of 

Turner Valley was formed, it offered Percy the job of secretary at about $100 per month.  He was the first 

and only secretary of that district.  It taxed the oil companies on the pipelines and the district became 

quite rich.  The area was amalgamated into the Municipal District of Foothills in 1954. 

175 

Percy went into business for himself writing insurance in 1954. 

195 

From 1944 to 1954, the Turner Valley municipality had good roads due to its income from pipeline taxes.  

Before 1944, the Municipal District of Stocklands was in charge of the roads in the area and, as it was a 

poor district, the roads were poor. 

225 

Relief details.  Percy attempted to get the men who received relief to work but they mysteriously all had 

injured backs when the time came to work.  Story about one man who injured his back while doing road 

work and was paid compensation.  Relief seldom exceeded $35 per month. 

285 

The administrator for the Department of Municipal Affairs visited the communities at least once a month 

to sign the cheques and oversee the administration of the towns.   

300 

Details of the social service tax. 

315 

Details of tax consolidation bill, introduced by the Social Credit government.  According to Percy, "It was 

a most iniquitous system."   



 

365 

Details of Percy's termination as secretary-treasurer for the two communities because he opposed Social 

Credit.  After Percy submitted a letter of resignation, as was requested of him, the local ratepayers 

petitioned for him to keep his job.  A Deputy Minister investigated and found that four of the five Social 

Credit men who signed the letter asking that Percy be terminated were not rate payers but on relief. 
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000 

Percy then withdrew his letter of resignation.  He received no reply but his pay continued. 

010 

The forest ranger west of Turner Valley was fired while he was snowbound because of his opposition to 

Social Credit.  Percy was nominated to go to Calgary to "beard the lion in his den" and talk to Aberhart 

about this firing.  Percy questioned the firing of Freddie Nash, and asked for a proper investigation.  

Aberhart said to Percy, "Well, my son, no one need fear for his job who does his work properly.  You can 

tell Mr. Nash that he has nothing to fear for his job until we look into the matter." 

045 

Discussion of the honesty of Broomfield, the MLA for the Okotoks-High River constituency after 

Aberhart left the riding. 

080 

Details of community cooperation during the tough times.  The towns paid for lumber, for example, and 

the residents held a building bee and build the sidewalks. 

105 

Percy visited the Calgary hospitals and received a discount on the outstanding bills for the community as 

in those days the towns were responsible for the bills of its residents. 

125 

During the hard years, the oil companies, mostly Royalite, gave food to the poor in the area. 

135 

Royalite offered to pay for half the improvements necessary to make an archery course but the town 

refused to pay for the other half so it was not built. 

140 

Royalite provided water for the heated swimming pool for many years.   

165 

The Turner Valley Oilers was a good hockey team but the oilfield people had to travel to Okotoks of 

Calgary to see them play.  Some of the players worked for Royalite. 

180 

Other sports included curling.  The curling rink was southwest of the Royalite office.  Percy still has 

rocks from that rink. 

195 

Percy fished on the Sheep River and caught trout and grayling. 

205 

The skating rink is still in the same location. 

210 

Medical services.  Mrs. Burke and Mrs. McLeod operated the first hospital and later turned it over to the 

municipality later.  Dr. David Lander's career discussed.  Percy wrote an article about Dr. Lander.  

Another doctor was Dr. Weisgerber in Black Diamond.  Dr. Aziz was another physician as was Dr. Harry 

Lander. 

280 

The Royalite first aid man was Mr. Crellin. 

285 

Percy worked on the ambulance for 25 years and 4 months.  Story about his first ambulance trip.  A child 

was shot with a 22 calibre gun but walked into the drugstore looking for help.  Dr. Kenny and Dr. Hall 



 

were both out of town so Percy drove the child into Calgary.  The x-ray showed that the bullet went into 

the the child's chest and down his backbone and almost exited without hitting a major organ.  He lived. 

340 

The Alberta Petroleum Association gave an old airforce ambulance to the oilfield in about 1947.  As the 

towns, hospital and oil companies all refused to accept the donated ambulance Percy and some other men 

formed the Turner Valley Ambulance Service.  It was the only ambulance service in Canada that provided 

free service to the patients.  The service charged half of the going rate for ambulance work, as set by 

Ernie Starrs in Calgary of the Starrs Ambulance Company, and charged the bills to the government or 

insurance companies. 

400 

Bert Sheppard bought a new ambulance after a ride in the worn out ambulance.  The old ambulance was 

in very poor shape but Percy decided it was worth making the trip if the patient needed help. 
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Bert Sheppard ambulance story continued. 

030 

The ambulance also took trips to Ponoka, Edmonton and even to Montana. 

040 

Percy has a copy of the Tri-City Observer, a local newspaper edited by Roy Milligan.  Barney Halpin was 

another editor of the local newspaper.  Barney was a good poet and wrote poems criticizing the Social 

Credit government. 

060 

Policing in the oilfield consisted of RCMP as well as local police who acted as nightwatchmen.  Liquor 

offenses and gambling was overlooked most of the time.  There were four houses of prostitution in the 

immediate Turner Valley area.  The prostitutes came out around payday from Calgary. 

090 

Before conservation came in, people paid $2.00 per month for an unlimited supply of gas.  People had 

burning barrels for garbage and little heaters in the outhouses.   

115 

Two water men sold water for 5 cents per pail.  Both men came around every day and filled up their tanks 

at springs in the area.  One tap near Percy's office provided free water but people had to carry the water to 

their homes. 

135 

Accident at the Mercury plant.  Accidents with gas caused some bad burns and deaths. 

160 

Dances took place at the Royalite Hall.  The Log Cabin also hosted dances. 

180 

Hells Half Acre stories.  Heat was intense.  Noise was so loud that after card games the players were 

hoarse from trying to communicate above the sound of the flare. 

200 

Accident when hydrogen sulphide killed a man at the Royalite plant. 

215 

Dr. Ardiel, from Okotoks, was the coroner for an inquest into an accident when five men died in the cellar 

when they were overcome by hydrogen sulphide at the north end of the field. 

235 

Royalite had no union problems because it paid well. 

240 

Many Sundays the family went for a picnic down near the old hospital.  Percy and his son fished their 

way up the river and then returned to a nice supper.  "The sound of the water, the little breeze in the trees, 



 

and one thing and another, everything was just so beautiful.  You couldn't get used to it.  At least I 

couldn't." 

265 

Percy was great friends with Freddie Nash.  His daughter still lives in Turner Valley.  Florence Jesperson 

is her name.  The forest ranger's cabin was exactly 20 miles west of the Royal Bank in Turner Valley.  His 

daughters stayed with Percy's family in the winters so they could go to school. 

310 

Recollections of the 1936 forest fire.  Percy was allowed to go through the gate when it was closed to the 

public during the fire.  He delivered mail to those fighting the fires. 

330 

Wartime conditions included a searchlight at the plant and armed guards. 

350 

Francis L. Wurstemberger was the land owner for most of the land in the main townsite of Turner Valley.  

He donated 100 feet of frontage for a church, and the United Church built on it.  Mr. Arnold also donated 

land for a church, closer to the town centre. 

385 

Wurstemberger rented house lots for $3.00 per month.  He later sold the lots for $10.00 per foot of 

frontage.  Most lots were 33.3 feet of frontage.  Percy did most of the land transfers for the transactions in 

the town of Turner Valley. 
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Wurstemberger was from Switzerland and had some money coming from there and also made money on 

sales and rentals of his land. 

015 

A list of businesses in Turner Valley included pool rooms, men's wear stores, drug stores, grocery stores, 

movie theatre, shoe maker's store, laundry.  The only bank was the Royal Bank.  The watchmaker was 

Mr. Liphart and he taught Percy how to make jewelry.  Percy made rings and ferules for pipes. 

050 

Joe Korczynski was the druggist.  Mr. Watchhorn, Mr. McKee and Mr. Nolan all ran restaurants.  One 

small place was called the Squeeze Inn.  

066 

End of interview. 


