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000 

Biographical information about Archie Stephen "Bud" Widney.  He was born in British Columbia while 

his father was drilling a well in the lower mainland.  It took about three years to drill that well and in the 

end it was dry. 

020 

His father, Roy Widney, got the job drilling in B.C. when he left Turner Valley and was on his way back 

to California and ran into a man in Vancouver that was looking for someone to drill. 

030 

Roy Widney was born in Dry Run, Pennsylvania and as the second youngest child he was sent off to look 

for work elsewhere as there was no work for him on the small farm.  He ended up in Bakersfield, 

California and he learned to drill with cable tool rigs.   

050 

In 1910 or 1911, he went from California up to Alberta to get free CPR land for himself and his friends.  

By the time he scouted it out, there was no good land left.  In a bar in Calgary, the longest bar he had ever 

seen, he ran into someone looking for men to drill wells.  He started drilling the Southern Alberta No. 1 

well at the same time that Calgary Petroleum Products No. 1 was drilling.  He was not accustomed to the 

cold winter and "nearly froze to death."  Once they hit naphtha, they refined it in a crude separator and 

sent it into Okotoks by barrel.  Sam Johnson was a teamster and he was one of the ones who took the 

barrels of oil to Okotoks.  The half-way house between Turner Valley and Okotoks was as far as a team 

and wagon full of these barrels could get in one day. 

100 

Bud Widney has pictures of the drilling facility in B.C.  He remembers some details of life in that camp 

and that there was a train that rumbled through the woods nearby.  Recently, he and his brother went back 

to the site and visited with the woman who owns the land upon which the well was drilled.  They found 

the oil well and the water well. 

130 

When they came to Turner Valley in 1924, the were driving at night from Okotoks to Turner Valley and 

Bud got out and led the car around the rock cut with a lantern.  They stayed with Curly Cairns, a friend of 

his father's, the first night and they then moved into a shack that was full of cats, two road allowances 

north of Turner Valley. 

150 

Sandy McNabb and Joe Pugh were two of the men he remembers from the early days.  Bud's mother, 

Irene Widney was frightened at night so Joe Pugh gave her a large, heavy pistol to put under her pillow to 

make her feel safe. 

170 

Details of an accident where a fire consumed a hole in the roof of the house.  Bud smelled the smoke and 

so he got out of his bed and went over and climbed in bed with his brother and sister.  He parents came 

home and put out the fire. 

185 

He remembers watching the commotion at Royalite No. 4 after it blew wild. 

200 

In 1926 he began attending the North Turner Valley school while his father worked for Illinois-Alberta 

Oil Co. and later with the MacLeod Oil Company. 

215 



 

Roy Widney worked 12 hour days at first and he went before the government to testify for the need for 

eight hour days.  He became a supervisor for the well drilling, sometimes of a few wells at a time.   

230 

One of the teachers was so small that when she walked to school she half disappeared in the ruts that the 

trucks and caterpillars made when they pulled machinery from one site to another. 

245 

Roy Widney "hated rotary" drilling.  He especially did not like pulling pipe to put on a new bit.  He did 

not work as a contractor for the companies but more as a supervisor.  He and Royalite did not get along 

very well.  He drilled all seven wells for McDougall Segur. 

265 

Roy Widney drilled his own oil well called Widney No. 1 and put a refinery on it.  His partners were Bill 

Pederson and Judge Stack from Vulcan.  They supplied gas to farmers and small gas stations south of 

Turner Valley.  He said that Mr. Mayland who started the Purity 99 refinery put him out of business by 

selling gasoline so cheaply. 

285 

Due to the many flares, it was never dark when Bud was a kid.  When they went skating and got cold, 

they just warmed up at a flare.  "Never knew what it was to be in the dark." 

300 

Irene Wilkinson Widney came from Ontario and met Roy Widney in Calgary.  She was the president of 

the Turner Valley Women's Institute and they got the idea to build a swimming pool by the gas plant.  

They had to mix cold water with the hot in order to make it cool enough.   

330 

Roy Widney had no trouble getting work during the 1930s.  He was involved in the drilling of the Turner 

Valley Royalties No. 1, as a contract driller.  He drilled the first part of the well with cable tools, to about 

4500 feet.  Roy talked Bob Brown Sr. into getting a rotary rig and hit the crude oil about 1500 feet deeper. 

385 

Roy later got into the business of pulling old pipe from cable tool wells and selling the pipe to other 

companies. 

395 

Charlie Stonacker and Roy Widney worked together and used nitroglycerine to release the threads at a 

joint so they could pull up a string of pipe.  On one well, Roy and Bud Widney pulled in the top of the rig 

by pulling too hard on the pipe with the cable from the rig.  No one was injured.  That was seven miles 

south of the Bar U Ranch.   

460 

Roy Widney became a fishing expert on oil wells, getting the tools out of well.  Fay Becker, a promoter 

and oil well company owner in the south end of the field, hired Roy to help him fish tools out of wells.  

Becker's company was called Richland Oil Company. 

500 

The early refineries just distilled the gasoline crudely and was it was usually too heavy to use in a car.  

Many farmers used it in the early tractors.  It was more like diesel than like lighter gasoline.  They flared 

a lot of gas to produce the gasoline. 

535 

Discussion of the waste of gas.  Roy was the first one to shut in a well that was flowing gas under great 

pressure.  Others predicted that shutting in a well would cause the pipe to come out of the ground, [as was 

the case when they attempted to shut in Royalite No. 4] but he shut a well in and nothing happened. 

560 

When he was in school, the teachers took no guff from the students.  "Roy Gould was one pretty tough 

customer."  Other teachers included Mrs. Gould, Gordon Minue and Mr. Spense.  Mr. Spense once caught 

the kids putting rocks in snow balls and he went after the offending kids with his fists. 
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000 

Bud remembers when Mr. Marino built the Log Cabin in Turner Valley with an axe and a cross-cut saw. 

010 

If you wanted to learn, Mr. Gould would help you but if you were not serious, he had no use for you.  He 

had the students scout the Sheep River from Black Diamond to Okotoks, looking for clues to the location 

of the edge of the historic ocean.  He taught geology in this manner.  He also had the first chemistry lab in 

the school, the first in the school district.   

045 

As a child, Bud played many sports including hockey on the Whisky Row team as a nine year old boy.  

Kids also played baseball and football.  They fished in the Sheep River and Highwood River as well as 

back in the Kananaskis region. 

065 

The oilfield was not a particularly violent place.  The Black Diamond bar opened at 7 a.m.  When Bud 

was 17 years old and was working on a rig, he went into the bar with the other men since he was a big 

young man and looked older than his age.   

080 

Bud does not remember any local police officers in the 1930s.  "There was nobody to stop you."  Roy 

Widney took his sons into the bar with him in Mossleigh although the boys only had tomato juice. 

100 

Once, six underaged boys went in to the bar in Okotoks and the bartender served them each a beer.  They 

expected to get "pitched out" but they were lucky that time. 

120 

When he was attending high school, he worked with his father on weekends and holidays. 

125 

In order to keep his sons busy, Roy Widney bought his sons a pig and a cow, which had a calf.  The boys 

had to milk the cow morning and evening.  On the way home from school, one of them climbed a rig and 

looked around for the black and white cow and then drove it home.  There were no fences in the area. 

145 

Mrs. Hovis was their first Sunday School teacher.  Martin Hovis was a religious fellow.  Once, Bud hid in 

a boiler during Sunday School while his brother Dan went to Sunday School.  Dan told on him when they 

got home and Bud got a whipping.  Bud once got a whipping for riding on the walking beam. 

165 

Roy Widney, Mr. Livingston and Mr. Pugh traded a big expensive ring for farms amongst themselves. 

175 

Roy Widney loved farming and bought the section of land where Bud now lives and they built a brush 

cutter.  They used a large breaking plow and pulled it with two tractors or a caterpillar tractor to break up 

the unbroken soil.  They windrowed up the brush and burned it and then plowed it.  Bud took over the 

farm in 1946, after he came back from the war. 

210 

Bud trained to be a navigator in a bomber but never went any further than to Vancouver. 

235 

Roy Widney did not believe in the oil business, "too many dry holes," so he suggested Bud get into 

farming "which was safe."  His brother Dan went into an oilwell service company with Roy Widney and 

Harry Alger.  Dan made a lot of money when he sold it. 

270 

When Bud and Geraldine first got to the farm, she had to cook for 12 men and they did not even have gas 

in the house.  Roy hired a cook to help her.  The family bought land over the years and now have four 

sections.  Roy tried to raise pigs too.  Roy had a house in Roxborough as his wife Irene would not live on 

the farm for fear of being turned into a cook.  They built the house at the south end of Calgary so that Roy 

could get out to the farm easily. 

315 



 

Bud and Dan roughnecked for Okalta Oils when they were young men.  Bill Herron Sr. and Roy Widney 

were good friends.  The boys got a job digging ditches for Okalta Oils.  Okalta did well with all its leases 

after oil was found in the south end of the oilfield. 

350 

The worst accident Bud witnessed was when the rig collapsed. 

360 

Tom Ford came to the rig with a lantern one night to visit Roy Widney and the gas ignited. [Roy says in 

the interview which follows that it was Joe Pugh who did this]  Both of them caught on fire and went out 

and rolled in the snow to put out the flames.  People hauled them to Okotoks on a sleigh and then took 

him to Calgary by train in order to treat their burns. 

395 

Morris Ardiel is the son of Dr. Ardiel, the Okotoks doctor.  Morris is still alive and living in Okotoks in 

the family house.  

440 

Story of when Bud was transferred from one school to another in Turner Valley and the first day, as the 

new kids climbed over the fence, the kids from the school started a fight. 

465 

Bud's uncle, Morris Widney drank most of his income.  He built many of the buildings in the town of 

Turner Valley.  Morris and Dan once finished a well, down in Montana, took most of the cement and sold 

it and then bought beer and snacks with the money they made off the sale of the cement that was 

supposed to go into the well finishing job. 

515 

Ivan Hogg was a very rough man.  Story of an accident when Ivan Hogg badly injured his finger and got 

Bud to get a bottle of whiskey for him.  Ivan drank the mickey of whiskey in one breath. 

565 

Dan has more information about Roy Widney. 

585 

Story about how Roy got money on a Saturday to get to his brothers funeral.  When he could get money 

no where else, Roy got $1000 in cash from the manager of the Hudson's Bay Company store who checked 

his ledger books and saw that Roy had been "a valued customer of this store since 1926." 

End of interview. 

Outline of interview with:  

 

Roy Widney 

 

interviewer unknown 

 

Copy of interview with Roy Widney, Boxing Day, December 27, 1965 

 

Quality of recording is poor as it was done in a hall during a party or gathering.   
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015 

Roy worked in California for seven years on cable tool rigs.  Then his boss sent him to Alberta to get 

cheap CPR land and go wheat farming. 

040 

He arrived in Calgary in the winter and saw farmers sitting around, smoking in the bar and he thought 

they were doing pretty well.  He then went out with a CPR man and looked at a lot of land but did not 

find anything he wanted.   

055 



 

He then met some people looking for oil well drillers.  Southern Alberta hired him and he helped begin 

drilling it in 1912. W.S. Herron was also there at the time.  It was very cold in February of 1912.  Tom 

Visser and Roy built the rig together so they looked at the Dingman well to see how the wooden rigs were 

built.  That was Tom's first job building rigs.  he became well known for his rig building skills. 

100 

He drilled the well to the Dalhousie sands and hit oil.  They put up a little refinery and put the gasoline 

into a drum.  They were hauling 40 barrels of oil each day from Turner Valley in to Okotoks.   

140 

They shut the well in at night and blew it in the morning and refined it by running the product through a 

still.  The farmers and others in the area used the gasoline from that well.  The gasoline had a bit of a 

smell from the sulphur. 

165 

He then drilled the Alberta Southern well, just north of the town of Turner Valley.  They had 3500 drums 

to ship the gasoline to market. 

180 

The wooden derricks were made of B.C. fir.  Tom Visser got to be a good rig builder.  He had troubles 

building bull wheels and calf wheels so Roy gave him pointers. 

220 

In 1924, he came back from Vancouver to drill the MacLeod No. 1 well.  He saw the gas push the casing 

and valve up into the air.  It later caught on fire and they had to bring in a bunch of boilers to fight the 

fire.   

Copy of interview with Roy Widney, Boxing Day, December 27, 1965 

Tape 2 Side 1 continued 

260 

Discussion of rotary drilling.  It was not very successful against the Turner Valley problems in the early 

days.   

295 

Details of how he got hired in Vancouver to drill a well in the Lower Mainland.  He drilled that well to 

almost 7500 feet but it was dry.  He used a cable tool rig for the first 4500 feet and a makeshift rotary to 

finish the well.  This was in the early 1920s.  They had trouble raising money to drill that well.  The rig 

site was near Aldergrove. 

420 

Joke about shooting a well with a .22 calibre rifle.  In Turner Valley he shot wells with nitroglycerine 

with the help of Charlie Stonacker.   
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005 

Roy came back to work on MacLeod Oil company wells.  He fished tools out of wells.  His wages for 

fishing the well were $20 for ten days, $300 for the first bit he got out and $500 of his 10 cent stock.  

"And I said you got to be wrapping the money when the end of the week comes." 

045 

Story of how he fished the tools out of the well.   

130 

Roy drilled all the MacLeod wells and all the McDougall Segur wells.   

140 

Bob Brown came to Roy and asked him to drill a rotary well on Turner Valley Royalties No. 1.  Roy did 

not like rotary so he drilled it with a cable tool rig.  He got it drilled down to about 2400 feet when the 

company ran out of money.  Brown eventually got some more money from British American and so they 

completed the well, but with rotary technology, which was faster.  Besides, Roy was busy drilling other 

wells and did not have the time to drill the well to completion.   

215 



 

Roy became the top standard tool driller in Canada during his day. 

225 

Details of an accident at a well when he almost got hit by a piece of equipment that went right through the 

drilling floor in front of his feet.   

265 

At Southern Alberta he almost lost his life in an accident.  The well quit producing so he tried to get it 

going again.  Joe Pugh was the director of the well.  When Roy went to shut in the well, Joe Pugh walked 

in with a lantern and the gas exploded and Roy caught on fire.  They took him into Okotoks and then into 

Calgary.  He was badly burned on his exposed areas of his arms, neck and elsewhere.  He was in the 

hospital for a few weeks and for months his hands were very sore.  Even his underwear was burned in that 

accident.   

Copy of interview with Roy Widney, Boxing Day, December 27, 1965 

Tape 2 Side 2 continued 

350 

Tom Ford and Mr. Livingston also got burned in this incident too. 

390 

Details of the process for dressing cable tools. 

430 

Discussion of the MacLeod family and what their boys did. 

465 

End of interview.  

 


