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Tape 1 Side 1 

000 

Biographical information about Charlie Woo.  We conducted the interview in his store in Black Diamond.  

He came to Canada with his father when he was 14 years old.  They settled in Manitoba and his father 

operated a laundry.  He helped his father in the laundry a few days each week.  His uncle eventually 

convinced him to go into partnership with him in a laundry. 

030 

He and other boys his age sometimes went bike riding throughout Winnipeg on Sundays. 

040 

He sold his part of the laundry to his cousin and moved to Strathmore, Alberta.  He worked in a cafe, 

owned by his brother.   

050 

He moved to Black Diamond to a shoe repair shop operated by his brother on the site of the current store. 

060 

When he arrived in Black Diamond there was a big forest fire in 1936 in the mountains and he was hired 

to cook for the firefighters.  He worked for Freddy Nash, the forest warden.  They cooked for up to 100 

people at a time.  They slept outside, without tents. 

085 

Black Diamond was a busy working town compared to Strathmore where there were more farmers.   

090 

He did not like the smell of the flares. 

095 

He ran the shoe repair store and his brother went to Turner Valley and started a cafe.  100 

Sole and heel repair for a pair of shoes cost $1.75 when he started.  Paris Boots were the favourites of the 

oilmen.  Low boots were $8.00 and high ones were $21.00(?) 

120 

Sometimes he had to fix boots in the middle of the night in order to have them ready for people first thing 

in the morning.  In the busy years he even had to work on Sundays. 

145 

The Black Diamond people were different because they were all in the oil business.  They cussed and 

swore a lot compared to the farmers.   

165 

There used to be a gambling joint in a house just north of his store. 

175 

He worked in a cafe in Turner Valley, first as a waiter and then as a cook.  They worked from 6 a.m. till 6 

p.m. most days and till midnight on Saturdays.  They cooked Chinese food as well as Canadian food like 

steaks.  A big T-bone steak meal cost 65 cents, sirloin steak cost 55 cents.  Coffee was 10 cents. 

215 

His wife came over to Canada in 1966 with his son's wife.  His wife did not want to come because she 

was afraid that he had another woman in Canada.  She looked all around his home for evidence of another 

woman when she came to Canada, but finally accepted his word that he had been faithful to her. 

235 

The Americans who came to the oilfield thought of themselves "as bigger people." 

245 

He heard of lots of accidents in the oilfield but he did not witness any. 



  

255 

Great West Saddlery was one of his major suppliers for shoe repair materials.  He ordered supplies from 

them and they sent them out by truck.   

275 

He learned to fish in his later years.  He fished at the Chain Lakes, the Highwood River and other places.  

One day he and his son caught their limit and started for home.  The fish warden stopped them and asked 

them how many they caught.  Once he counted them he found that they indeed had caught only ten fish 

each.   

320 

He thinks the oil leaks into the Sheep River contaminated the fish in the 1960s.  The fish smelled and 

were very oily tasting.   

340 

The smell of the gas did not make him feel good. 

355 

He went to the mountains once to go fishing and did not find any fish so he did not go back. 

360 

He never did own a car or learn how to drive.  In the early days they only went to Calgary about once a 

year with a friend or a business associate.   

400 

Charlie's father had to pay $500.00 head tax for himself and Charlie and they still have not received that 

money back from the Canadian government. 

 

Tape 1 Side 2 

000 

He liked living in this area, or at least he got accustomed to it. 

010 

He stayed out of the politics. 

015 

The roads in the early days were "little bit bad alright, but we get through." 

020 

The big fire in the mountains in 1936 scared him very badly when it got close to the camp. 

030 

He liked the oilmen although some of them charged up their work and never came back to pay.  

Eventually he cut off credit to the oilmen.   

050 

He is now 89 years old and the doctor recently told him that he has at least another ten years left as he is 

in such good shape. 

065 

Dr. Harry Lander was a good doctor.  Dr. David Lander is still alive in Calgary. 

070 

He liked the people in the oilfield, talking to them, sharing jokes with them. 

075 

Business is better in a town like Black Diamond than in a town like Strathmore since farmers have to 

come to town to do business while in a working town like in the oilfields the business is more regular. 

095 

He thinks the idea of making a museum out of the old gas plant will bring a lot of people into the area.   

105 

The workmen bought coveralls and caps and hats from him to work in the oil business. 

115 

Canada is "a good place."  He likes it here much better than in China but he would like to return there.  If 

his wife was still alive he would have returned there with her.  He now goes to the cemetery every spring 



  

with fresh flowers to put on her grave.  He has a plot in the cemetery next to her for himself when the 

time comes. 

195 

End of interview. 


