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000 

Biographical information about George "Bus" Rivett.  Born in 1915, he spent his childhood in 

Saskatchewan and joined the RCMP in 1939.  His brother was also in the RCMP, in the Arctic.  His 

training took one year at Regina.  He was first posted in Calgary and then transferred to Drumheller and 

after two years to Turner Valley.  They moved the officers quite often, especially if you were single. 

035 

Turner Valley "was a nice little town" after coming from Drumheller although the oilfields were almost as 

bad.  He liked the setting near the mountains, in the hills.  He arrived in Turner Valley in 1942 and lived 

in the detachment house.  Corporal Henderson and his family lived upstairs and he lived in one room in 

the basement.  The remainder of the basement was given over to an office and a cell. 

060 

The weekends were the rough times and the police had to break up fights at the Black Diamond bar.  

When the police walked in, the fights usually broke up and the participants left. 

070 

In training he was taught that he had to live in the community so he was encouraged to fit in with the 

people.  They seldom had to "pinch" or arrest anyone. 

085 

He took an interest in the children in Turner Valley, coached hockey and also taught them boxing and 

gymnastics.  They never had problems with the "juveniles."  He also took the same interest in the kids 

when he was stationed in Banff.  He believes the police need to do more of that kind of thing in order to 

make the kids fit into the community better. 

100 

Mr. Andy McKay, a local rancher, took interest in the kids too and helped transport them to the boxing 

competitions. 

115 

Part of his job included raiding gambling joints, usually on the complaint of a woman whose husband had 

lost money at the gambling table.  There were a few gambling joints and they moved around from one 

shack to another.  The fine for gambling was $50.00 or $100.00.  There was a gambling joint at the back 

of the Chinese cafe. 

145 

Liquor violations attracted some attention with about 6 men per year being brought up on charges.  They 

staked out a bootlegger's operation and also fined the men who bought from the bootlegger.  The common 

fine was $100.00.  After he left the RCMP arrested one repeat offender and sent him away to jail. 

175 

Dick McFadden, the local barber, helped him with the kids and the hockey practices. 

180 

At an accident, a collapse of an oil rig, he investigated the incident, interviewed the men who were at the 

site and then wrote up a report and sent it into Calgary.  He thinks a problem with sheared bolts was 

blamed for the incident.  An inquest also ordered into the accident, perhaps chaired by Dr. Harry Lander. 

245 

The work week of an RCMP officer in Turner Valley in the early 1940s was a 7 day week, 24 hours per 

day.  There were no scheduled days off.  Annual leave was three weeks and the pay was $2.50 per day. 

265 



  

They drove an old Plymouth as a police car, with very poor tires.  It was very hard to get money for the 

car.  The officers carried a .455 revolver and no rifles.  One man was in the office at all times but if they 

were both called out, Fanny Henderson, Corporal Ernie Henderson's wife, answered the phone or attended 

to the office. 

305 

They had occasional men in the jail cell in the detachment, but they only sent about 6 men on to jail 

elsewhere in the two years he spent there. 

330 

When he went to the fights at the Black Diamond bar, his appearance  was usually all that was necessary 

to break up the fight. 

350 

He ate at the Chinese cafe at first but then a lady in a nearby house offered to cook for him so he boarded 

with that family. 

365 

Details of the patrol of the area.  They usually ended up in Longview, for example, about twice each 

week. 

390 

Prostitution was not a problem in Turner Valley when he was an officer.  The men went to Calgary to 

visit the prostitutes. 

400 

The police patrolled the dances looking for liquor violations. 
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000 

Friday and Saturday nights were busy with the patrols of dances and the bar.  Other evenings he was busy 

with the boys as a coach for their sporting activities.  He got some boxing gloves donated by someone in 

Calgary for the boxing club. 

025 

He checked with the gas plant security men to see that everything was going well. 

030 

The daily diary for detachment kept track of everything that happened.  He believes it eventually ended 

up in Ottawa.  The office opened every morning at 8 a.m.  They took turns doing a night patrol.   

050 

They played special attention to businesses in the community in case anyone tried to break into the safes 

or bank vaults.  There were no such incidents during his time in Turner Valley. 

070 

He often had to remove one harmless drunk from the bar.  Twice a week he gave him "a free taxi ride 

home" and then push him in the door at his house. 

085 

He remembers stopping in at the hospital for a visit and coffee with Dr. Harry Lander or Dr. David 

Lander. 

100 

He fished in the Sheep River.  He did not golf when he lived at Turner Valley. 

125 

Wartime rationing discussed.  Gas was even rationed for the police although they could get extra coupons 

if necessary.  During the war he had to confiscate weapons from any foreigners or enemy nationals.  

These same people had to report to the police once a month. 

150 

Story about the time he arrested a prisoner of war that had escaped from the camp in the Kananaskis.  

When he took him into Calgary, the prisoner gave him a present of some German chocolate while in the 



  

elevator going up to the police offices in the federal government building.  The prisoner had been missing 

a few days when he picked him up. 

190 

He could not sleep some nights due to the noise and smell of a nearby flare.  Each time it flared, it filled 

his basement room with a very strong smell that almost made him sick.  He remembers the Hell's Half 

Acre flare vaguely but not as well as the one that made it hard for him to sleep. 

220 

Royalite management helped him by providing some supplies for his sporting programs. 

230 

Barney Halpin was a jovial man, and as the editor of the newspaper, he wrote up the sporting events of 

the local boys.  "Bus" learned boxing before he joined up with the police force.  Some of the local boys 

approached him and asked him to help them with their sports.  He had a strict policy that the boxing was 

for defense only and if he found any of them fighting in the streets, he would kick them out of the boxing 

club. 

290 

Policework is routine and very similar in all towns.  Turner Valley did not have any particular problems.   

300 

When he lived in Drumheller there were three safe crackers in town but the RCMP did not have any 

success catching them.  Drumheller also had two houses of prostitution and the police raided them once in 

a while. 

330 

Percy Fishman, a Jew in Longview, gave him a good deal on furniture.  The local businessmen always 

gave the police a break on food or other services. 

350 

The Blacklock boys were a bit rowdy. 

360 

Family violence was not unusually high in Turner Valley.  Indeed, Drumheller was a much more violent 

area. 

380 

Americans in Turner Valley drove larger cars, brought their attitudes with them and "tried to show the 

poor Canadians up." 

410 

He got his nickname as a child and it stuck with him.  He did not explain how he got the nickname. 
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000 

Details of his work as motorcycle patrol officer between Banff and Radium Hotsprings and other places 

he worked. 

015 

In 1942 he was one of the policemen that guarded Churchill, Roosevelt and the others during the War 

Conference.  He did that for three weeks.   

025 

He retired from the RCMP in 1947 at Oyen.  He opened a bowling alley in Banff but it did not work out 

well.  He then ran an insurance agency, a jewellery store, a hobby shop and a few other businesses.  He 

retired in 1982. 

045 

His most vivid recollection of his time in Turner Valley was working with the kids and their sporting 

activities.  The kids "were more of a help than a problem" and they reported unusual activities to him 

which he then investigated.  He formed good relations with the kids in every town that he served as a 

policeman.   

070 



  

The last time he heard of the location of RCMP Corporal Ernie Henderson was in High River. 

090 

End of interview. 


