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000 

Biographical information about Bill (W.G.) McIntyre.  He was born in Medicine Hat in 1925. His father 

worked in a steel rolling mill as well as in the glass factory.  He had five brothers and five sisters and he 

was a middle child. 

020 

His family moved to Turner Valley in 1928.  His first memory was coming to Okotoks on the train.  The 

family lived in a shack, 20 by 60 at Whiskey Row.  His father was Earl William "Mack" McIntyre.  He 

worked as a tool dresser on Home Oil No. 4 well.  He worked at this job in the days before they had 

steam hammers.  He worked shifts that were 12 hours per day, seven days per week.  He made barely 

enough to keep the family in food and clothing.  He was hit on the side of the head in an accident and 

after slowly went blind due to the incident. 

070 

Hardhats first came into use in the late 1930s, and they were made of bakelite, or hard plastic. 

090 

In his later years, his blind father got a job taking care of a water pump. 

095 

His first job was with Imperial Oil working in a drilling camp, as a flunky in the kitchen, at the site of a 

steam rig.  There were 25 men in the rig camp.  He worked for three months on that job. 

105 

Gordon Webster then hired him to work for Home Oil in the field.  All Home Oil lines were on the 

surface until 1955 when they began digging in the pipes.  When the lines froze up in the winter "then you 

go get buckets of oil and pour on it and light it."  They would do that for a mile or more.  It was a normal 

procedure.  If the oil did not burn long enough, they got sawdust from a sawmill west of Turner Valley, 

put it along the pipeline and soaked it in oil and burned it. 

140 

Description of system for getting oil from the north end of the oilfield into Turner Valley. 

145 

Mack McIntyre was one of about 200 men that dug in the first pipeline into Calgary in 1928. 

160 

The oil was sold to Royalite in the field and its crews were responsible for building and maintaining the 

pipeline into Turner Valley and then on to Calgary. 

171 

Description of the duties of the men on the wire line truck.  A tool, on the end of a cable, was dropped 

perhaps one thousand feet down and then they pulled it up, scraping the wax, or paraffin, out of the inside 

of the pipe.  They had to clean out every well every week, or every second week, depending on the 

amount of wax in the well.  They had 12 wells to service in this manner at this time.  They flared the wax 

into the flare pit.  Sometimes they had to run around the flare pit, putting out fires that were started as this 

wax, on fire, started small grass fires.   

230 

Discussion of hydrogen sulphide.  Up until late 1944, the gas from the wells was just flared and even after 

that, when they were sending some of it in to Turner Valley, they flared some of it.  When the weather 

was warm and there were not markets for the gas, they had flared the maximum allowed by the 

Conservation Board for that month, and then shut in the well and could not produce oil either. 

260 



  

In 1944, he installed the first bottom hole control for a well in Canada.   

275 

He was trained for the army but never saw overseas service.  He was assigned to the Japanese escort to 

guard them when they were to be sent back to Japan, but the plan never was carried out.  He returned to 

Turner Valley in April, 1946. 

325 

When he came back from the war, Home Oil was drilling its 19th well.  Home Oil hired Drilling 

Contractors to do its drilling and later hired Royalite to drill wells.  They were all steam rigs.  Later in the 

1940s, one diesel rig drilled a well in the north end of the oilfield and then went on to work in the Leduc 

oilfield.  A steam rig typically had three steam boilers and they provided all the power for the rig as well 

as heat. 

375 

Upon returning from the war he took over as the operator of the wire line truck.  They also did 

maintenance and well completions.  He also worked with the acid gun.   

410 

In the early 1950s they had to encourage the wells to produce by injecting gas to lighten the oil and attract 

it to the well.  Later they put pumps on to bring the oil to the wellhead.   
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000 

Description of the process of injecting gas into the well and producing oil out of them at the same time.  

They started pumping oil out of the wells in the 1970s.  In the interim, in the 1950s, they injected water 

into some wells in order to push the oil to the adjacent wells. 

030 

Eventually they had to run chemicals as wax solvents, once they began pumping oil out of the wells. 

050 

In 1948 he became foreman for various parts of the operations.  In 1958, he became the head supervisor 

for the entire Turner Valley field for Home Oil.   

060 

He learned most of his specialized skills from Charlie Nolan, an uneducated but very experienced man.  

He later took management courses. 

075 

Description of the process for fishing in an oil well when a wire line broke.  Most of the equipment came 

from California but in some cases they made up their own tools.  The steel cable was .092 size.  A small 

motor, perhaps 7 horsepower, in the back of the truck, provided the power for the wire line work.   

155 

Charlie Nolan came up to Turner Valley from California in the early 1920s. 

160 

Story about John Norman.  He lost money, playing poker, in the back of the truck on the way to work.  

He was one of the best derrickmen. 

195 

There were a lot of Americans here in the first years.  The Americans did not associate with other people, 

were kind of snobbish.  Bill delivered milk in 1942 for George Johnson of the Hillview Dairy. 

220 

Shift work was eight hours but they often worked many extra shifts.  In one two week period he got in 32 

days of time.   

230 

Dr. Harry Lander fixed him up once when he was injured. 

235 

Details of accidents with hydrogen sulphide.  Once when he passed out and his wife was nearby, she 

came to his side and one guy said "He's not even dead and you are already coming over to get his wallet!"  



  

He was only knocked out twice but he fell to his knees many times due to exposure to the gas.  When 

overcome by gas it felt like you were floating away as a result of the hydrogen sulphide.   

290 

Description of the gas mask, connected to an airpipe, that supplied a positive pressure of fresh air.  They 

used this system when cleaning out oil storage tanks.  The garbage from inside the tanks was sometimes 

burned but often just buried in the ground.   

320 

Description of another gas mask system with a filter canister on it.   

355 

In the early days they ran in to drag out a man if he fell down from exposure to hydrogen sulphide.  In 

later years they tied a rope onto the man so they could pull him out of the tank.   

380 

Details of an accidental death of tank gauger. 

395 

They had to put some men into hospital overnight on a few occasions due to exposure to hydrogen 

sulphide.   

410 

Details of the accident where a pipe knocked the legs off of Gordon Webster. 
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000 

Other hazards included pressure of the gas.  In one case, a frozen pipeline blew up and just missed a man.   

030 

Pipeline walkers checked lines.  They had a couple of leaks and cleaned them up by pumping the oil into 

a truck.   

050 

Winter conditions were much tougher in the early years as there was much more snow and cold.  In the 

early days they took water out of the North Fork of Sheep Creek, up near the Jacksons.  Each steam rig 

needed 500 to 600 barrels of water per day.  They laid a pipeline from the creek to the field and to the 

rigs.  Royalite had a trencher that dug a trench 21 inches wide and about 6 feet deep.   

090 

His recollections of Hell's Half Acre and the numerous other flares in the area.  They never paid much 

attention to the flares.  Unemployed men slept near the flares and then came into town to beg for food in 

the 1930s. 

100 

In their first house, they had a kitchen stove for heat as well as a crude heater in the living room.  There 

was sometimes 350 pounds of gas right to the regulator at the house. 

120 

He and his mother both experience gassed eyes.  They used wet tea leaves to make them feel better.  After 

about 8 or 10 hours they felt better.  

130 

They never thought about any possible health risks associated with sour gas. 

140 

They did not consider gas flaring as wasteful in the early years.  In later years he became much more 

concerned with gas waste due to change in public attitudes as well as the recognition that wasting the gas 

was reducing the ultimate amount of oil they could recover from the field.   

200 

Discussion of steam heating coil that kept the oil in the tank from freezing as well as the role of the 

treater.   

225 



  

Controls on the industry are necessary but they need to be created in consultation with the people in the 

field.   

260 

Details of an invention he created to keep a flare pipe ignited. 

315 

One of his biggest worries was that someone would get hurt. 

345 

He retired from Home Oil in 1986. 

355 

He really enjoyed his life in the oilfield, "quite pleased" with his work. 

365 

Royalite helped people with many things in the 1930s, including food. 

380 

Kids made their own fun in the early years.  Home Oil built a recreation hall at the Home camp near 

Millarville.  There were as many as 35 families at the camp.  Now all the homes are gone from that camp. 

420 

End of interview. 

 


