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000 

Biographical information about Pat Tourond.  Born and raised in Pincher Creek, he stayed there until 

1929 when he enroled in the Calgary Highlanders and went away to war.   

010 

He came to work in Turner Valley in 1945 for Drilling Contractors for Ralph Will in the Home 

Millarville field.  When the Drilling Contractors company moved on to the Leduc field to drill, Home Oil 

offered him a job and he took it, working six days a week.   

025 

He got hired by Drilling Contractors when Ralph Will sought him out at his job in a lumber yard and 

offered him employment.  He worked on the floor as well as in the derrick.   

040 

Story of how accident at Home Millarville No. 11 when it fell over, killing two men.  This happened at 

the beginning of his work in the oil field. 

050 

Home Oil offered him a couple of weeks work and the job lasted 27 years.  Her operated batteries, 

worked as a gauger, on the bull gang and at wells. 

065 

Home Oil did not have a ditcher so the men did all the digging by hand.  A bull gang consisted of as 

many as 40 men.  "You get a lot of men lined up with shovels, you didn't look up, you just started to dig."  

They dug the pipe in 6 feet deep.  They always worked 8 hours, six days a week, but sometimes they 

worked as much as 22 hours a day in or to get a job done.  The wages were $5.17 per day on the bull gang 

and the wage on the drilling rig was $6.77 per day. 

090 

He also worked on the service rig, a 90 foot rig, and replace tubing in the well or do other servicing.  

Sometimes that job took a week.  "It was a dirty job.  Oil pouring around all over the place, crude oil.  In 

them days you didn't worry to much about conservation, there was lots of oil spilled, lots of smoke."  

They have some home movies of wells blowing in. 

105 

When he drove truck, he moved equipment, supplies and buildings.  Lots of the roads were very bad and 

they had to have caterpillar pull them into and out of the drilling site.  "I've seen trucks stuck up to the 

frame."  Up in the muskeg in northern Alberta in the Swan Hills area they used slow moving, multi-drive 

trucks that wallowed through the muskeg at one mile per hour.   

145 

When he started working on the batteries, the operator typically just sat at one battery but in later years 

they got more automated so that fewer men were needed and each man took care of a few batteries.  Each 

man had a truck and drove around, checking on them.  Description of the duties of the battery operator.  

How they checked for broken rods in the well and how they fixed the problem.  

190 

There was a boiler at each battery and the operator had to keep it in order.  The boilers were fired with 

natural gas.  Water from the oil wells in the early years was just disposed of in a flare pit but in later years 

they were forced to pump it back down another well by order of the Conservation Board.   

220 



  

Details of how they sold oil to Valley Pipeline company.  The gauger for the pipeline company bought it 

from the battery operator, pumped it into Turner Valley where it was sent on to Calgary.  They used 

Buddha pumps to pump the oil from the wells to the plant in Turner Valley. 

240 

Lorraine remembers the first week of Pat's work in the oil field and the accident where two men were 

killed on Home Millarville No. 11 when it fell over.  "I had just come from England as a war bride, and I 

said 'Let's get out of here' and I've been here fifty years." 

245 

Another time as he checked a compressor, a flywheel came off the compressor, bashed through the door 

of the building and took off down the field.  Had he been in its, he would have been killed.  In another 

case, the compressor blew a building "sky high."   

275 

When dealing with hydrogen sulphide, he was gassed four or five times.  "All of a sudden, you had bells 

in your ears and you were down on the ground.  So you'd wake up, you'd find yourself laying, looking at 

the stars.  you're head would start ringing and then you'd get out of the gas, your legs are like rubber and 

then down you went.  Couldn't move.  Someone had to drag you out."  Description of the kinds of 

situations that exposed him to sour gas. 

295 

Story about a leaking wellhead.  Charlie Nolan tried shut the well off and was gassed and fell down into 

the snow.  Pat and another man ran over, shut the well off and dragged him out.  In one case a man was 

unconscious five or six hours but in most circumstances the men were only out for a few minutes.  The 

gas in Turner Valley was quite sour.  "The gas was absolutely different in Swan Hills, it was a sweet gas.  

All you got was a glorified drunk out of it." 

325 

He experienced gassed eyes and his remedy was bathing his eyes with cold tea.  He was usually better by 

the next morning.  After exposure to gas, his eyes usually started watering right away. 

345 

Story of a gas heater accident, that was supposed to be flameproof.  Somehow it ignited and the whole 

battery caught on fire.  He smothered the fire with snow and rags and in the process got quite badly 

burned.  His face was burned and he had to go into the hospital in Turner Valley.  The battery did not 

explode. 

365 

Dr. David Lander took care of him when he was burned.  Dr. Harry Lander also worked as a physician.  

Pat went to the hospital one Sunday to have his finger stitched up after part of it was cut off when he was 

moving a house.  The doctor stitched it up and he was back at work on Monday morning. 

388 

Pat said "I and another fellow were moving a house on a Sunday for Home Oil." Lorraine said: "On a 

Sunday when he was supposed to go to church." Pat said: "The winch slipped, and I was lifting the block 

out and I left my finger right in the glove.  I'll tell you a funny incident.  The end of the finger was tacked 

on a board up at work there, it was perfectly cured.  They left it a day or two there so they wrapped it up 

and sent it home in my lunch pail.  My wife was getting ready to cut a lunch for the next day and out 

dropped the finger.  So it didn't go over very big at home here." 

400 

They lived in Black Diamond from 1945 until when the moved into their current house in Turner Valley 

in about 1957. 
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000 

Their first house was a shack in Black Diamond.  They bought it from the Somervilles for $300.00 and 

moved it onto a lot that they bought from Harley Rose for $200.00.  The house contained a living room 

and two bedrooms.  He later added a kitchen. 



  

015 

They had gas heaters, but no furnace.  He dug a well under the house and installed a hand pump by the 

kitchen sink.  "Then as I prospered, I put a little tap over it, off a pressure pump and we thought we were 

pretty modern then."  They used an outhouse and did not have indoor plumbing until they moved into 

their current house in Turner Valley in 1957.  They sold their house in Black Diamond for $1700.00. 

030 

Lorraine told about how she bought the house in Black Diamond while Pat was away at work.  The lot 

they bought did not belong to the man who sold it to them so they got into a bit of trouble over that when 

the owner, Neil Cassidy, came and claimed the house and lot.  His house was gone.  He had rented the 

house to Harley Rose who had no right to sell it to Pat and Lorraine.  When they checked with a lawyer, 

Edgar J. McCormack, in Calgary "he was quite cross with us because he said, 'You're English speaking 

people.  Foreigners come to this country and they go to buy something but they go into the land titles 

office right now and make sure that it belongs to that guy and that there was no encumbrance against it or 

anything.  You are English speaking.  Why didn't you do that?' Anyway, he found this Rose fellow and he 

had to pay all the payments back and it was turned over to this Mr. Cassidy.  I always remember he sat on 

his glasses.  He was so upset.  He had his glasses on our chesterfield and he sat on his glasses and broke 

them.  So that really made him doubly mad.  It's a shock you know to go away, and come back, and find 

your house gone and another house on the lot." 

070 

They paid $3500 for their current house in Turner Valley and received $1700 for their old house in Black 

Diamond.  They mad an initial payment of $2000.00 on the new house and paid the remainder by 

instalment, $50 per month.  The house dates back to 1926 when the Lineham's built it. 

080 

Biographical information about Lorraine Hocking Tourond.  She suffered from asthma so they put 

panelling in the house because she could not stand the odour of the paint.   

100 

When she arrived in Canada, she went to Pincher Creek for six weeks, then to Calgary.  Lorraine and Pat 

met in a blackout in London, England during the war.  She was standing outside her sister's house, crying.  

Pat asked her if he could help and she told him to "take off."  He took her into the pub and bought her a 

cup of stale lemonade.  He had a big overcoat and she tried to get him to take it off when they went into 

the bar but his pants seat was torn and he did not want to expose the torn bottom of his pants. 

130 

They dated in the afternoons because Pat had to stand on guard at dawn and dusk for fear of invasion. 

140 

Pat told her the truth about Canada.  He jokes that he told her he had a gopher ranch.  They came out to 

visit Turner Valley and decided to move there from Calgary.  They first lived in a rooming house in Black 

Diamond before moving into the first house they rented.  The Matlocks and the Thompsons each had 

quite a few sons and they were kind of rowdy, with quite a few fights breaking out in the evenings.   

175 

Her first impression of Black Diamond was terrible.  There were no sidewalks or running water and she 

had to go to the village pump to get water.  She once pumped and pumped and got no water. Then a gang 

of boys surrounded her and they said "'you have to give it a drink before you get any water out of it.' So I 

really thought they were pulling my leg then, so I got really mad.  But I guess you did, you had to prime 

it.  I wasn't used to this."  They later got water from a truck.  The milk man, Ben Reford, sometimes had 

diabetic fits in front of the house and she took him a cube of sugar. 

200 

When she went back to England for her first visit back after five years, she told Pat that she did not think 

she would come back to Turner Valley because she "just hated the place."  The night before she left, the 

mainstreet of Black Diamond caught on fire and only the hotel survived.  Then she thought there was not 

much else to come back to once the fire had consumed most of the businesses.  They sold their car so that 

she could go back to England.  They had paid $600 for the 1937 Ford and they got $600 when they sold 



  

it.  She took the children home to England by train and boat.  After being home a week she realized that 

things there were even worse than in Alberta.  Her children were not allowed to drink milk because it was 

still rationed.  As a result, she wrote Pat and told him not to come over to England, as was their plan, and 

that she was going to return.  She stayed there from April to August.  She really needed that trip back 

home. 

250 

Being a mother was hard but they always rented an old rustic cabin on Lake Windermere for two weeks 

each year for a family holiday.  They eventually had six children.  There were twelve cabins at the site 

and all were full of families with children.  Story of an accident that wrecked all the groceries in the 

porch. 

280 

Details of doing the laundry once a week.  She had three laundry lines for all the clothes and diapers.  It 

was very hard work.  She accused Pat of hanging up the diapers upside down.  They had to pay for the 

deliveries of the children during the days she was bearing her children. 

310 

She was in the hospital in Turner Valley delivering a baby the day of the accidental explosion and fire at 

the Mercury 99 plant in the south end.  Some men were badly burned and had to be brought in for 

treatment.  Dr. Harry Lander and Dr. David Lander were their physicians. 

325 

She thought the community was quite horrible because there was no place for a bath.  Pat sometimes took 

her to Longview overnight and rented a room in the hotel so that she could use a bathtub.  They also 

rented a room in Calgary at the Royal Hotel for the same reason.  "I remember one time our Dave, he was 

only about four or five, the boy I brought from England, and he was used to bathtubs and pull chain 

toilets.  We were in the Royal Hotel and he was going to have a bath and he was walking down the hall 

and he was saying 'Oh I haven't had a bath for years. Won't it be nice to jump in the tub.' He used to show 

us up." 

230 

When she took him back to England for a visit, he was seven years old, she took the children around to 

see the sights.  Her son could not understand why they could not go in to see the queen and have a cup of 

tea.  "Then he said 'Why are those men doing in those toilet houses?' when he saw the sentry boxes" at 

Buckingham Palace.  The taxi driver was just having a ball driving them around.  The children were 

fascinated with the toilet, always in the bathroom flushing the toilet.   

265 

The man who emptied the buckets from the outhouses in Black Diamond was Mr. Goodison and they 

called his wagon the honey wagon.  He charged each household $2.00 per month to empty the waste from 

the outhouses.  Gas cost $5.00 per month. 

285 

She was very sick and could not afford to pay for the hospital and she found it even worse due to the 

smell of the rotten gas, the hydrogen sulphide. 

305 

The road between Black Diamond and Turner Valley was called induction road due to the bumpiness of 

the surface.  "Something would happen for sure on the way down there with all that bumping.  Doctor 

Harry said to me once over that road and you won't be long having that baby.  It really shook you." 
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000 

Once an English warbride went out to use the outhouse during a party and dropped the flashlight, 

illuminated, into the outhouse pit.   

010 

A man in Black Diamond called Mr. Ford had an illegal bar in his house and it was called the Ford Hotel 

by the locals.  Mostly married couples went there and it was probably raided a few times by the police.  



  

They never served minors.  Even Father Marvin, the local priest, showed up at the Ford Hotel once in a 

while.   

030 

For an evening entertainment they and another couple got baby sitters, hitch-hiked over to Turner Valley 

to attend the movie and then went to the Horseshoe Cafe.  They always ordered one devilled egg 

sandwich and split it between them and then went home. 

035 

They also played a lot of cards, usually canasta, and they took the youngest child along in a basket.  There 

were card games most nights of the week.  Before television, there were a lot of social events going on. 

045 

They saved 50 cent pieces for the holiday in a china dog.  They needed about $50.00 for the two weeks of 

holiday.  Now the cabins are gone and there are condominiums.  Pat used some of his holidays to help 

take care of the kids and sometimes worked on thrashing crews to make a bit of extra money. 

070 

The week before this interview Pat got a hole-in-one at the Turner Valley golf course.  The next week a 

sign went up that said that anyone that got a hole in one at that hole would win a trip to England for two. 

080 

Stories about John Norman.  Lorraine remembers his story telling.  He was an American from the south, a 

real "old reprobate."  He once claimed he was in prison and the warden had a mean dog, named Old Blue.  

The warden said that no one could escape due to the meanness of the dog.  "'Well, I escaped,' he said, 'and 

Old Blue went along with me."  He had apparently made friends with the dog. 

095 

Pat learned to work rigs with John Norman, a rough driller. 

100 

Lorraine said that he carried large amounts of cash in his wallet.  Pat said he bought a house for his 

daughter recently, and paid for the $85,000 house with cash from two wallets.   

115 

Pat said he was an old, bold roughneck, and he could climb the rig like a monkey.  When times were 

tough, he is said to have stolen a joint of drill stem, weighing about six hundred pounds, carried it off and 

sold it for some cash. 

125 

Pat told the story about how John Norman got called Buckethead Norman.  "Then he had a nickname on 

the rigs, Buckethead Norman.  How he got this name, he was fishing out in Hector's Dam out by Hartell, 

so John took his boat fishing out there and the motor come off of the boat, slipped down to the bottom of 

the lake.  When he come up to work, at the drilling rig, the driller said 'Well John, if you put a bucket over 

your head and go down in the water, the air stays in the bucket.'  So he got one of the roughnecks, the cat-

head man by the name of Bennett, to row the boat for him.  So over the edge John went to get his motor.  

Well, he didn't come up, and he didn't come up so the guy thought 'I'm getting pretty worried, I better go 

get the RCMP to drag this damn lake, this dam out here.'  Lo and behold, he was just getting ready to go 

and here John walked out on the shore.  In his hand he had the cutting bar off a mowing machine.  So he 

says 'When I went down for that motor, I saw this and I thought I better get the cuttin' bar off of it in case 

somebody got tangled in it.'  I don't know how long he was down there, but the guy got worried.  The 

name always stuck on him, Buckethead Norman.  There was nothing he wouldn't attempt." 

150 

On the drilling rig he always called the boss "Mister Bossman."  Once he was handed an open bottle of 

booze and he drank the whole thing.  "I always like my drink off the bottom" was his statement when he 

finished it off.   

160 

John Norman learned to drill in Oklahoma and was one of the Americans who came up and helped drill 

the field.   

175 



  

Joke about a monkey that learned how to do the work of the derrick man.  So they laid off the derrick man 

and a few weeks later he got a letter asking him to come back to work.  "Come back and work derrick, the 

monkey's drilling." 

215 

Story about drilling with John Norman.  They were running casing, under great pressure.  "Old John, he's 

doing something wrong, and the push says to him 'John, didn't you ever run casing before?' 'This rig and 

one more will be two Mister Boss' he says." 

245 

Pat was 16 years old when he married Lorraine.  He lied about his age to get into the war. 

250 

Pat learned how to work on the rig by working at first in the "dumb corner" doing all the odd jobs that no 

one else wanted to do.   

270 

Steam power provided all the power for the rigs.  On one 15,000 foot deep well, it took fifteen hours to 

pull all that pipe in order to change the bit and get it back down and ready to drill. 

280 

Description of the duties of the cat-head man, the derrick man, the pipe racker, the man in the "dumb 

corner."  Pat once wore out seven pairs of gloves in eight hours when they were running casing into a 

well.  The men supplied their own gloves and bought them by the case, perhaps 35 cents per pair.   

315 

Since the driller only got paid for the footage drilled, the crews worked quickly to get the pipe out of the 

hole in order to put on a new bit.  "Used to here this story about the derrick man that makes a ringer.  

When the blocks came flying up the derrick, he caught every one.  Bang, if you were a really good derrick 

man, you made a ringer.  If you got a derrick man that was missing up there, you'd hear the driller yell up 

there 'Look, I could hang your pants up there and they would do as good as job as you are.  Catch that 

pipe eh?' Cause he wanted to get in the hole to get drilling again." 

335 

Description of the duties of the derrick man. 

345 

John Norman had a one track mind and could work well if nothing happened to get him distracted. 

355 

Accidents were most likely to happen when they were pulling pipe out of the hole.   

365 

Progression of the workers on the job.  From the "dumb corner" they graduated to the position of pipe 

racker, then a cat-head man, then into the derrick as the derrick man. 

370 

The derrick man had a harness that was tied to a rope that provided some safety for him up in the rig. 

380 

Details of a fatal accident in the Leduc field.  One time, when the derrick man was getting a ride down on 

the elevator, instead of climbing down from the top of the rig, he forgot to take his safety belt off.  When 

he came to the end of the rope, it pulled him up into the elevators and broke his neck.  Then the rope 

broke and he fell out of the derrick and hit a man on the floor of the rig and almost killed the guy on the 

floor too.  This was an example of a shortcut that was faster but potentially dangerous. 

405 

Shifts were usually 8 hours but they often worked back-to-back shifts of 16 hours or longer.  They usually 

got back and forth from the rig on the work bus.   

430 

For one year Pat caught a ride every day on the Royalite Oil Company bus to his battery to do his work 

for Home Oil.  No one every asked him where he was working.  They let him off and at the end of the 

shift he caught a ride back into Turner Valley.  Finally, the bus driver said "Golly, I can't figure this out.  



  

Whose crew are you on?"  "I don't even work for you, I work for Home Oil" was his response.  That was 

the end of his rides on that bus. 
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000 

They did not wear hardhats in the mid 1940s, not until many years later.  He claims they did not use hard 

hats until 1975.  He bought his work clothes at Charlie Woo's store in Black Diamond.  He is still alive 

and his son runs the store. 

020 

While working for Drilling Contractors he also worked on the derrick.  Story of how the head of a ball-

peen hammer came off the handle and almost hit the driller below.  After that they tied a piece of rope to 

all the hand tools so they would not fall. 

035 

The monkey boards were a set of planks upon which the derrick man stood and did his duties at the top of 

the rig.  The derrick man also caught samples when they came out of the rig.  The "dumb corner" guy 

washed the floor and did painting and any other odd jobs.  The geologist kept track of the progress of the 

well. 

060 

Description of the process for washing the cuttings from the well.  These cutting told the geologist, in one 

case Walt Brown, how close they were to the oil bearing formation.  As soon as they hit limestone, they 

put in the casing and after that the drilling contractor was paid by the hour, not the foot as he was until the 

casing was in place. 

085 

Story of a dummy well near Longview that was set up to get the investing public to part with their money. 

095 

Story of a big tub in the garage of one house, where they heated water and had hot water showers. 

105 

Melvina Briggs stopped in and talked about roasting weiners over an open flare. 

115 

Jim Norris was the linewalker that found the leak in a pipeline that was actually an intentional theft of oil 

by a man who had built his garage over the pipeline.  Other pipeline walkers included Lawrence Barker 

and Adam Blacklock. 

125 

At this point Lorraine Tourond and Melvina Briggs left to play bingo. 

135 

Pat decided not to go to Leduc and Redwater even though he was offered a job in those new oilfields. 

140 

Discussion of the principal of the superheater, part of the steam system that provided dry steam that 

delivered the power for a drilling rig.  Hot, dry steam gave the best power.  The superheater took the extra 

water out of the steam and raised the heat. 

165 

Details of drilling after the casing was placed down to the limestone.  After that, they drilled 200 or 300 

feet before they hit oil.  The geologist then looked at the cuttings to ascertain the porosity.  The Madison 

limestone was the formation they were headed for in this area.  They later installed a blowout preventer to 

control wild wells.  The Atlantic No. 3 well is an example of a well that got away.  Pat was hauling pipe 

at the time in the area.  There was no concern about the pollution at that time.   

235 

Discussion of Home Oil's operations at Harmattan.   

255 

Description of the process of completing an oil well with tubing.   

275 



  

In the early days there was no market for the gas.  Hell's Half Acre was visible from Calgary, Pincher 

Creek and many other southern Alberta communities.  They now pump water into the west flank of the 

field in order to increase the pressure in the field.  The water is pushed in at 2200 pounds per square inch.   

310 

Once the well hit oil, the drilling contractor's job was over and they tore down the rig and moved on to the 

next well.  Home Oil often kept the rig on for a few weeks or a month, until it completed the well and had 

it on production.  Once the well was in production, the company could only operate it during daylight 

hours due to risk of fire if any leaking gas was exposed to an electric spark from a light. 

340 

Discussion of home movies of the operations in the field. 

375 

Discussion of the work that a service rig did.  He worked on a service rig for Home Oil.  Pat had drilling 

experience so they used him on the servicing work. 

400 

His most vivid memory relates to working on the rigs.  "There was something new every day."  He only 

worked for a week in the gas plant.  He much preferred working in the field. 

425 

End of interview. 


