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Tape 1 Side 1 

000 

Biographical information about Doris (Petersen) McInnis 

Born at Carrot Creek, Alberta 

Her first husband came from England and then to Turner Valley in 1929.  She married him, Charles Wild, 

in 1936 and she came as a bride to Turner Valley and lived at Okalta Flats.  He worked as a steam 

engineer at the plant in Turner Valley.  He died in 1979.  She married Jim McInnis in 1983. 

035 

Biographical information about James Ray McInnis 

Born in Elm Creek, Manitoba. 

Jim McInnis was a grain buyer but the dust bothered him.  In Winnipeg he met a man who was hiring for 

Royalite in 1943 and he hired on as a worker.  On Friday, August 13, 1943, he started at the plant.  

Royalite was building an extension on the gas plant when he arrived. 

065 

When he came all the other workers told him he was foolish to come to the valley as it was about 

exhausted.  He was trained on the job. 

080 

He eventually became an operator.  Description of the duties of the operator.  Power from Calgary often 

went off and the operators had to get the plant going again.  He worked as a helper for Red Binns.  There 

was one operator and helper in each main building in the plant: scrubbing plant, compressor plant, light 

and power plant and the steam plant. 

110 

Description of how steam was used in the process. 

135 

A propane plant was later installed to take off the propane from the gas and sell it.  The propane plant 

came from Calmont Flats, south and west across the river. 

155 

Isobutane was used to make airplane fuel. 

160 

Description of the process that scrubbed the hydrogen sulphide.  At first the sulphur was just exhausted 

up the towers and later it was made into solid form.  The hard sulphur had to be blasted with dynamite to 

break it up before it could be trucked to Okotoks to the railway. 

190 

He worked with automatic controls and ended up as an instrument technician.  His formal education 

ended with grade eleven.  Most of his education at the plant was informal. 

Tape 1 Side 1 continued 

210 

The plant in Turner Valley was spread out to prevent fires from spreading from one building to the next.  

Foamite and water was used to fight fires.  Story about a small fire in a pail. 

235 

Story about a man who lit a cigarette inside the plant by accident. 

255 

Men could smoke at the lunch room, the water pumphouse and the steam plant but nowhere else. 

270 



 
Story about a man and his girlfriend who got his car stuck in the mud by the flare south of the plant.  The 

three shifts were 8am to 4pm, 4pm to 12 pm, 12 pm to 8 am.  Hobos sometimes slept by the flares.  The 

flare was south and west of the plant, west of the new bridge. 

330 

For years the gas leak at Royalite #2 was not flared.  Later it was lit for safety reasons and a fence built 

around it. 

350 

A searchlight on top of the watertower, at the present location of the 14th fairway, was trained on the 

plant at night during the war.  The water from this watertower was for the people who lived in the houses 

at the top of the hill.  They also had free light and gas.  Royalite management lived up there and the locals 

called it Snob Hill. 

380 

Charlie Barrows was one of the men who operated the searchlight. 

390 

Guards walked around the plant during the war and the men in the buildings, as a diversion, talked to 

them and tried to get them to be late getting to the next timeclock. 

400 

He lived at the bunkhouse for a year when he first arrived. 

 

Tape 1 Side 2 

000 

Ethel, Jim's first wife, came in 1944, a year after he arrived, as she had a school teaching job to finish. 

010 

They sold the car, a 1941 Ford, and bought a house in Turner Valley.  Jim got on town council in order to 

get water and sewer put in to the houses.  Hauled water was 5 cents per pail.  At the first vote, the sewer 

and water was defeated.  The second year it passed.  The Studer brothers from Taber got the contract to 

put in the water and sewer.  Details of the extent of the water and sewer installation.  Outhouses acted as 

the sewers before the sewer was installed. 

055 

His first house was 20 by 30.  It was sided with wood shingles and he later covered them with asphalt 

shingles.  Percy Wray was the local man who made the official land transfers in Turner Valley. 

Tape 1 Side 2 continued 

090 

Jim walked to work for 17 years even though he had a car. 

100 

Story about purchasing land in the Turner Valley area.  Most of the town property was bought from Mr. 

Von Wurstenberger, a settler who lived in the area.   

140 

Details of life in the single men's quarters at the Royalite plant.  Stories about gambling, blackjack and 

poker that went on in the bunkhouse.   

165 

The extra men during the war lived wherever they could find a place.  Some of the men at the plant during 

the war had little or nothing to do. 

190 

Two busses went into Calgary every day, one through Okotoks and the other through Millarville.  Story 

about Ben Teske driving a steam engine down the road to Calgary. 

210 

Condition of the roads.  Snow was a problem in the winter. 

250 



 
Story about how the town got its own wells.  It chose to drill wells instead of counting on the Royalite 

water supply from the river or tapping springs west of town. 

310 

Jim retired in 1973.  Ethel retired in 1975.  They travelled a few winters after they retired. 

325 

Story about the Purity 99 accidental fire and explosion.  The plant was rebuilt after the explosion.   

360 

Accident at Royalite #23 when nitroglycerine blew up.  Story about a man who weighed 300 pounds and 

ran across the mud pit and never sank in while trying to get away from the fire. 

380 

Two men died as a result of the explosion at the Mercury plant. 

385 

Hydrogen sulphide accidents at the Royalite plant in Turner Valley killed two men.  Gus Olsen, the 

operator, ran in to restart the fans after a power failure and died of exposure to the gas.  Art Martin died 

when a vessel froze up, cracked and exposed him to gas.  Olsen's death was in the 1940s and Martin's in 

the 1970s. 

 

Tape 2 Side 1 

000 

Accident which claimed Gus Olsen almost killed two other men who went in to save him.  The other two 

were pulled out and revived. 

010 

Others were knocked down by the gas but they were revived. 

Tape 2 Side 1 continued 

020 

Gassed eyes syndrome explained.  The doctor gave the men small bottles of cocaine for the pain 

associated with gassed eyes. 

045 

First aid man in the plant gave minor medical service. 

060 

Black Diamond hotel and bar were famous for the fights.  Story about a Nova Scotia worker, Teddy 

Bryan, at the plant who got shocked by electrical wires in the seat of a car he pretended he was interested 

in buying. 

085 

Blake Sage story about politics.  "No rats in Alberta?  That place up in Edmonton is full of rats." 

100 

Social Credit stories.  Everyone at the plant opposed Social Credit. 

125 

Discussion of unions.  Royalite had an industrial council with management and workers.  "One of the 

supervisors told me, 'You know what you're gonna get, you're just going to get what the union gets in 

Ontario.  There's no use in us discussing wages.'  And that's what we got." 

140 

Discussion of sports.  Charlie Ford set up another worker with sports facts in order to get him upset. 

150 

The Turner Valley Oilers hockey team played in Okotoks and Calgary and won the cup one year. 

165 

Doctors in the area included Doctor Harry Lander, Doctor David Lander and Doctor Smith.  People went 

to Calgary for operations.  Bert Sheppard bought the first town ambulance. 

180 



 

Doris' recollections of life in the valley.  Washed clothes by hand for some years.  Burned gas in 

converted coal and wood stoves. 

200 

Story about 50 pounds of flour charged to many customers because the store owner forgot who he sold it 

to.  Ask Red Binns about this story. 

210 

Okalta Flats consisted of about 20 homes. 

220 

Sports included bowling, golf, dancing and curling.  During bonspiels they provided hot food to keep 

warm. 

245 

Story of the swimming pool that was heated with water from the plant. 

250 

Ski hill was northwest of town.  People skated on the river ice west of the plant. 

260 

In summer the kids fished and caught grayling and trout in the Sheep River. 

270 

Charlie and Toot(Jessie) Stewart got Jim to join the golf club. 

290 

Jim's son did a lot of adventuring outdoors.  Story about a stolen safe and how it was found. 

330 

One year 20 inches of snow fell on the 5th of June.  Details about how the community responded to the 

lack of power after the storm. 

365 

Conservation discussion.  Reason for Hell's Half Acre.  People who lived in Turner Valley could read 

newspapers in their home by the light of the flares at Hell's Half Acre. 

410 

Story about kids gathering garter snakes. 

 

Tape 2 Side 2 

000 

Details of moving houses around the valley.  Usually only took one day to make the move.  Doris' house 

was almost too wide to cross the bridge.  Houses too wide to cross the bridge were taken across the ford 

in the river near the swimming pool. 

025 

Red Kennedy knows about the Log Cabin. 

030 

Police in Turner Valley included local police and RCMP.  The house east of the Legion was the RCMP 

station.  Gladys Lake now lives in that building.  Early RCMP constables included Corporal Allan, and  

George Hawkins came later.  The local policeman enforced nothing. 

060 

Details of the duties of the RCMP.  They allowed the bootleggers in the early days, including Charlie 

Ford in Black Diamond.  Story about an accident.  A boy was swept under the river ice and died. 

090 

People who opposed the water and sewer were some of the first ones to apply for it once it was approved. 

100 

Barney Halpin was one of the editors of the local newspaper. 

120 

End of interview. 


