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000 

Biographical information about Gladys Mabel (Archibald) Lake.  She was born in Kelowna, British 

Columbia and her father worked as a blacksmith.  The family then moved to North Battleford, then to 

Nanton.  Her father also drove horses for other people in sulky races.  Her grandfather was also a 

blacksmith.  Her parents came west from Truro, Nova Scotia in 1909. 

030 

In 1923 her father was badly injured by a horse and was in a cast for many months with a hip injury.  He 

took up welding and when he drove George Loree to Turner Valley in 1928 to look for work, Imperial Oil 

asked him to go to work in the machine shop in Turner Valley.  Her father was Louis Dustin Archibald 

and her mother was Ida May Archibald.  Her father died in 1954 from a heart condition. 

060 

When they moved to Turner Valley, her father built a shack near the machine shed so he could be close to 

work.  Her mother stayed in that small house until she was 86 years old.   

080 

At first the shack was just three rooms.  The three boys slept out in a tent near the shack and the three 

girls stayed in the house with the parents. 

095 

She remembers dances nearly every night of the week when she first arrived, or at least they seemed that 

often.  She was 19 years old, just out of high school.  Description of the buildings around the gas plant in 

1929.   

110 

She wore rubber boots to get to the dances and took her dancing slippers along and put them on after 

negotiating the muddy roads.   

They also attended dances in Black Diamond, Kew, Millarville and later in the theatre in Turner Valley in 

addition to the Imperial Oil hall.   

130 

The White family was very talented musically and set up a family orchestra.  "I know there was one 

orchestra, I can't remember the name of them, but I know a traveller used to play violin for them, and he 

could make that thing talk.  It was just marvellous." 

140 

It cost about 50 cents to get into the dance.  Most of the dances were dry but some of the men had some 

money for alcohol.  The dances were not too rowdy although sometimes a fight broke out. 

175 

Discussion of Rose LaRosee's maternity hospital. 

185 

Her brother Louis also worked for Imperial Oil.  Her brother Ralph Archibald worked for Valley Pipeline, 

went away to war, worked on the rigs and later got into the safety part of the business with Shell Oil 

Canada.  Discussion of other members of her family. 

240 

Description of the small house they lived in when they first came to Turner Valley.  It had gas lights 

without regulators.  At first they did not have running water, but her father put a tank in the attic and put a 

ram in the river and a pipe to fill the tank.  He fixed up a water heater for the shower.  They put up with 

the smell and sound of the gas plant.  "We lived down there, beside the plant, where the noise was all the 

time.  If the plant went down, which it very seldom did, except for cleaning, you missed it." 



  

280 

Children's activities included hockey, swimming at a swimming hole near the bridge just before 

Millarville, swimming at the pool by the gas plant, fishing and other kinds of fun they created.   

325 

Hell's Half Acre sounded like a roar.  It was awful bright at night, like daylight. 

345 

She came to Turner Valley in May to keep house for her father until her mother and the other children 

arrived in August, 1929.   

355 

Discussion of her first paid job.  She worked for Roy Mulligan at The Flare.  They set type by hand at 

first but later got a Linotype.  She and Roy had many arguments over spelling and had to consult the 

dictionary often.  Viva (LaRosee) Highland, wife of Jack Highland, Melvina Briggs' sister, also worked at 

the newspaper. 
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Newspaper work discussion continued.  The office was west along the street from Percy Wray's office, 

the building that is now the tea house.  Roy Mulligan did all the reporting.  Mrs. Mulligan also worked in 

the printing shop.  They also printed up posters, wedding cards and other small jobs. 

040 

Roy Mulligan was an arrogant man so she liked his wife more than him.  He was not controversial.  A 

couple tried to run a promotion for the paper but it fell apart and as a consequence the paper quit 

publication.  She worked there for a couple of years and then went to work at the telephone office in 

1934. 

075 

Description of the Alberta Government Telephone office work which she remembers as fun.  She worked 

the night shift at first, from 10 p.m. till 8 a.m. for $25 per month.  There were three telephone lines to 

Calgary.  Mr. Jackson of Calgary, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Matheson of High River were their supervisors.  

In the early days some of the staff lived in the telephone office.   

115 

She really enjoyed the people she worked with.  There were two booths in the office for people to use to 

place telephone calls.  The customers also came in to pay their bills so the office was a social place.   

130 

Description of the house she lives in, the first Royal Canadian Mounted Police building in Turner Valley.  

The married officer lived on the main floor and a single constable lived in the basement, where there was 

also a jail cell and an office with a separate entrance. 

155 

Description of what a telephone operator did.  The operator sat at the switchboard with an earphone and a 

microphone.  She asked for the number the customer wanted, physically connected the lines together, 

rang through and waited until the end of the call when a tab fell down when the customer ended the call.   

210 

Sometimes Mrs. Smith, the wife of the RCMP officer, came over with her waffle iron and made the 

operators waffles.  At night the policemen sometimes stopped in for a cup of coffee. 

235 

She sometimes helped with medical emergencies.  In 1939, during a polio scare, Dr. David Lander and 

Dr. Harry Lander were very busy. 

245 

Description of long distance calling procedure.  If the line was busy, she called the customer back when 

the lines opened up.  Details of the paperwork that they had to do in order to bill for the long distance 

calls.  There was a timing mechanism for the long distance calls.  They also did a lot of messenger work, 

taking messages to people who did not have telephones.  Most of the people in town did not have a 



  

telephone but all the houses up on Snob Hill had telephones.  She did not like having to deliver death 

messages.  She also took and delivered telegraph messages.  She worked as the chief operator for just 

over a year.  Once the company found out that she was married, it fired her.  She and her boyfriend got 

married on the sly but a man in the bar blurted out the secret so she had to tell her supervisor of her 

marriage.  Then during the war she was offered work as an operator but she refused to start at the bottom 

of the totem pole, working nights again. 

410 

In the early days there were less than 100 phones in the Turner Valley and Black Diamond area. 
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Les Lake was in the air force, teaching air crews how to use instruments.  She and Les moved all over 

Canada to various sites.  She knit for the Red Cross and worked in the Red Cross Rooms. 

035 

She met Les Lake at the swimming hole near Millarville.  His mother was housekeeping in a boarding 

house.   

045 

There was a policeman named Mr. Williams when she first arrived. 

050 

Les Lake was regular at the Silver Gray Cafe and she once got a ride in the rumble seat of a car with him.  

Les worked in the warehouse for a few years and was laid off in the early 1930s.  Then he worked at 

harvesting, on pipeline construction and eventually on the crew building the gasoline plant.  "Les just 

grew up with the plant."  He really liked the work.  "He could listen to the plant and know what was 

wrong."  Mr. Mattingsly eventually rewarded Les Lake for his good work, promoted him into 

management and took him off shift work. 

115 

After the war, Les Lake wanted to finish high school and then get his petroleum engineer's papers.  The 

company would not back him, so he did not get to finish his schooling.  "He really enjoyed his work." He 

did not have any hobbies and was not happy when he was not working.  He was working in the 

Valleyview area when he died as a result of a brain haemorrhage.  He was 64 years old when he died. 

200 

Les Lake said very little about his work at the plant.   

220 

Description of her work at Shultz's General Store.  She started work there in 1945 and worked off and on 

there and at Duncan Campbell's store and butcher shop until 1957.  She enjoyed serving the public.   

250 

Discussion of Barney Halpin.  She did not know him well.   

270 

Gas waste did not bother her at the time.  Visitors noticed the smell but she does not think the smell 

affected the health of any people she knew. 

300 

Work in the industry was just a job and most people did not think of it as dangerous.  Les Lake came 

home a few times with gassed eyes and she wet tea bags and put them on each of his eyes until the sting 

went away.   

375 

She worked for Royalite on the telephone switchboard for a few months in 1954 while the operator went 

into the hospital for a gall bladder operation. 

400 

Description of the horrible colours of the rooms when they moved into the house. 
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000 

She remembers voting as soon as she was able since her father pushed her into using her rights.  She 

remembers almost nothing about the Social Credit. 

015 

The family attended the United Church but they were not consistent in attendance. 

025 

Her most vivid recollection of the area was dancing.  The Okotoks women did not want their daughter's 

dancing with oilfield boys, but many of them married oilmen.   

045 

She cannot think of any other place she would rather live.  "I haven't one complaint about living here." 

055 

Compared with the early days, the cost of everything, including sports and associated equipment, is very 

high.   

065 

The community skating rink was maintained by the people who used it.  The children made their own fun.  

In winter, they used pieces of corrugated tin as sleds on the steep hills when they were covered with 

snow. 

100 

End of interview. 

 


