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000 

Biographical information about Archie Daniels.  For many years, his family wandered the foothills, 

working for the ranchers.  They cut firewood for the ranchers and fenced their land.  He was born at a 

ranch while his family was working for the High River Wheat and Cattle Company.  His father was Paul 

Daniels.  They helped feed the cattle, brand, picked rocks and did other work. 

040 

The Stoney people liked coming to work for the ranchers in the Highwood valley since it was quite busy 

in the Morley area, with a lot of people vying for the few jobs.  The Stoney people got the Eden Valley 

reserve land in 1947.  Archie was one of the first people to come to the reserve and others arrived in 1949. 

060 

Paul Amos and Paul Daniels always travelled together.  They probably did some work for Pocaterra and 

Patterson.  Pocaterra knew how to speak the Stoney language.  Many of the creeks and mountains were 

named by Pocaterra in the area now known as the Kananaskis.  Pocaterra found coal while prospecting 

and he also took other prospectors and hunters into the mountains.   

090 

Archie got to know about the oil industry when he attended a residential school in Morley.  He did not 

like the school as the kids fought often amongst themselves.  He learned a lot about science and history at 

school and really enjoyed learning.   

120 

As a child, he remembers moving back and forth from the Highwood River valley to Morley in a horse-

drawn democrat.  They noticed the little towns spring up. 

130 

The natives have their own story of how oil was found in Turner Valley.  "Turner Valley, of course, they 

claim it was found by an old elderly squaw, on a bank.  It was seeping out of the bank.  How she came to 

know it was different, she didn't know anything about oil, but how she came to know about it was, she felt 

it and it was oily, it wasn't water.  She must have thought it was a spring, coming out of the bank, and its 

smelled funny, and its tasted and smelled more like coal oil.  That was kind of familiar to them then, 

cause that was what they were burning for lights.  I guess she took some home and showed it to her 

husband.  They tested it by lighting it and it went aflame.  So they kind of guessed that this was more 

different than any of the fluids that they have seen.  That was in the later part of the 1800s.  There was no 

ranch, no buildings, anywhere near except one rancher living over here, another one about ten miles 

away.  How they come to know about this oil is, it was kind of a foreign object to what they were used to. 

They were used to coal oil.  Later on when we passed, going back and forth, There were a lot of 

Oklahoma people, halfbreeds, Oklahoma Indians coming to work in the boom over here, and a lot of them 

knew something about working in the wells so they were hired.  I was pretty small, but my father was 

talking to them and a lot of them wanted to trade horses for cars.  A lot of those days are gone and we 

kind of think that they will never be brought back again.  Those Indians from Oklahoma were always very 

friendly with us and very glad to see us come into town." 

195 

They went to the Blakeman's store in Black Diamond about once a year for food.  They also traded fur for 

food at the Pekisko store.  They trapped martin and coyotes and sold them to the Pekisko store and bought 

groceries from them.  The Indians liked the arrangtment. 

215 

Archie tried to get work on the rigs, during the war, but they were not hiring. 



  

225 

The small towns were handy for the Indians as they roamed around in their tents.  In the winter they 

trapped and traded the furs so they appreciated the chance to trade with the business people in the new 

towns. 

230 

Discussion of the town of Longview, how it got its name from the East Longview location.  One spring, 

when coming back into Highwood River area from the winter homes at Morley, he came over the hill and 

was surprised to see the town of Longview much larger than the year before due to the oil boom. 

250 

Details of how they made their own meat from wild game. 

260 

When Longview boomed, the Indians did a lot of business with the bootlegger and he says that was the 

beginning of a lot of problems for his people.  In the early days, Indians were not allowed into the 

Longview bar, "They would chase you out if you were an Indian."  He also kind of liked getting a drink in 

those day though.  "Everything in the younger days was pretty good." 

285 

None of his people worked for the oil industry in the early days.  Some work for the industry now.  In the 

north, some Indians take jobs working on the rigs.  When he was younger he did some hauling for the oil 

companies that drilled oil wells in the reserve at Morley but he never got work on the drilling rig itself.  

Most of the good wood on the reserve, for lumber, is gone.  The oil companies found gas on the reserve at 

Morley, but not oil. 

325 

They got gas in the houses at the Eden Valley reserve in about 1988.  All the houses have gas now.  "It 

makes an industrious Indian go lazy.  We used to go up on the hill and haul big jags of firewood.  

Everything has been changed within the last fifteen years.  We hauled all our own firewood, and then 

we'd saw it up, stove lengths.  But then along came the chainsaw, and with that, you just cut it real fast." 

355 

"We were talking about that Turner Valley oilwell.  I described how she found it.  They called the old 

man Noah Dixon.  He showed it to a white man, and the white man knew what it was.  They were camped 

there, clearing lands, they were hired to do that, all of the Indians at that time.  All those open places from 

Black Diamond to Longview were cleared by Stoney Indians." 

380 

Talking about Noah Dixon: "I heard that the white man turned around and gave him some flour, sugar, tea 

and everything, food like, for showing him.  He didn't make a deal on it, just did the duty of showing 

him."   

395 

Life is a bit easier due to the cars but now they have to work to make money.  They have done pretty well.  

Things that were once done by hand, cutting firewood, hauling water are now easier. 
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000 

Life is easier since oil arrived but people seem less healthy than when they did their own work. 

010 

The Indians thought all the gas flaring might burn up the countryside, explode, create a big fire that could 

kill many people.  They also feared the gas fumes and that they might affect life negatively, especially the 

heart and the lungs.   

025 

Archie thinks the fumes of the gas have affected the Indians.  They used propane and diesel before the 

arrival of gas.  Since the arrival of natural gas, he thinks his people are ill more often.  They get up late 

very often, and seem like sluggish people. 

045 



  

Discussion of the role of white man in changing life for the Indians.  Sometimes they are blamed for some 

of the problems. 

055 

There are more than 40 gas wells on the Morley reserve and some of the people spend the money 

unwisely.  Archie likes to spend some of his money travelling and looking at how the crops are coming 

this summer. 

090 

From what he sees, the crops are not good and he wonders if we might not see famine in this country soon 

100 

Discussion of the kinds of work the people on the reserve could get into in order to create employment for 

his people. 

115 

Medical care is good on the reserve.  His people used the hospital in Turner Valley and he remembers Dr. 

Harry Lander and Dr. David Lander.  He thinks a good doctor takes care of anyone, regardless of who 

they are.  His first wife was in the Turner Valley hospital a few times.  She died of a leaking heart valve.  

His second wife died of a liver problem due to yellow jaundice.   

180 

Discussion of their own medicine, from the old days.  He does some of it and also some of the older ones 

are successful with it too. 

215 

The Indians "lost a lot of enthusiasm" in the recent years.  But some of them, like his daughter who will 

be teaching school at the reserve, have taken initiative. 

230 

Jonas Dixon, son of Noah Dixon, told him the story of the discovery of oil, but he passed away about 

three years ago. 

240 

His is concerned for his people and the use of drugs and alcohol by the younger ones. 

255 

The younger generation is preoccupied with having a good time, sitting under a shaddy tree, drinking cold 

beer.   

295 

End of interview. 

 


