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Tape 1 Side 1 

000 

Biographical information about Lawrence.  Although he was born in Minnesotta in 1909, his parents were 

from Iowa.  His father came to the High River area in 1908 and the family followed in 1909.  He also 

homesteaded some land near Oyen and bought the land near Okotoks from an older couple. 

035 

Lawrence was born on his mother's birthday.  He attended a country school at Tongue Creek and 

eventually completed Grade 11.  He first rode in the Calgary Stampede in 1925 when he was 16. 

040 

He helped move cattle before he went to work in the oilfields.  He moved cattle for the Bar U Ranch in 

1947, the last herd that was moved as a group overland.  He worked for the manager of the Bow Valley 

ranch, Tommy Farrell and Scotty Rowland.  The first night they moved them to Aldersyde and the second 

day into Bow Valley Ranch.  They stayed at Bow Valley Ranch the second night and took the 1200 head 

into the feedlot at Calgary.  It took four hours to weigh them.  That was the last cattle drive from the Bar 

U into Calgary. 

065 

He remembered Royalite #4 when it came in.  From the farm, about 14 miles away, they could see the 

reflection of the flare and could hear the sound as it blew wild. 

075 

He also drove cattle to property northwest of Turner Valley, near the Muskrat Farm, in the 1923.  

Fowler's Store was the only business in Turner Valley.  Black Diamond had two stores and the annual 

Black Diamond Rodeo.  He played hookey from school in 1923 to go to that rodeo.  The rodeo was held 

north of the current hotel and it was later moved, near Sheep Creek. 

100 

In 1927, one Sunday he and another boy applied for a job in the Turner Valley oilfield.  He got his first 

job on Highwood No. 1 well the next year.  His first job was pumping water from the Highwood River up 

to the well.  He bought kindling from the High River sawmill, from logs that had floated down from the 

forests. 

125 

He was promoted by being on the rig and ready to work whenever someone needed a day off.  They got 

one day off approximately every 6 weeks.  When he started, they had just changed over to 8 hour shifts 

from 12 hour shifts. 

135 

His early work on the rig included jobs as pipe racker, lead tong man and derrick man.  Steam powered 

the rig and the diamond drill was the kind of technology they used on his rigs.  It was often used to thaw 

out wells that were frozen up with ice.   

153 

He worked at the Highwood No. 1 well for just over a year and then moved on to a job thawing out the 

Royalite #4 well in 1929.   

157 

Details of the accommodations at the camp at Highwood No. 1.  The men made it home for Christmas in 

the early years but in later years the rigs did not even shut down at Christmas. 

170 

Coal for the steam rig at Highwood No. 1 came from the coal mines just south of the Highwood River.  

For some time they had gas from the well but it eventually ran out.  The well did not find oil although oil 



  

was found at Royalties in 1936.  In 1937, he helped bring in the Prairie Royalties well, southwest of 

Longview. 

194 

Details of unplugging Royalite No. 4.  While they were rigging up to drill out the ice plug, the ice blew 

out of the well and the gas went into the coulee called Hell's Half Acre.  The blast burned trees on top of 

the other side of the coulee.  A few days before they had seen kids playing in the area and they could have 

been injured when the gas blew in.  Description of the sound and sight of Hell's Half Acre. 

220 

He worked for Imperial Oil and Royalite during the 1920s.  He was layed off in 1930 and did not work 

again in the oil industry until the late 1930s. 

240 

His recollection of the incident when Royalite #14 came in.  He was not a witness to the incident that 

caused the deaths of two men.  He worked on wooden as well as steel rigs but other men built them. 

260 

While working for Imperial he lived in camps at Dalhousie wells and at the plant in Turner Valley.  

Details of the gas pipeline from the Turner Valley into Calgary.  Waste gas was just flared and no one 

gave it much thought.  Every well had a flare and the sky to the west of the farm was ablaze. 

290 

Details of the muddy working conditions.  He got his first hardhat in 1938 or 1940.  Little flares in the 

outhouses kept them warm and another flare burned the garbage in the late 1930s.  They moved into 

Longview in 1937 for the winter and they had gas for heat and they used it for light too.  The gas was 

raw, unscrubbed.  Farmers went to various plants in the oilfield and bought gasoline for use in the 

tractors, trucks and cars.  The gasoline smelled badly due to its sulphur content. 

335 

In 1930, most of the drilling ceased and he was layed off.  There were quite a few rigs drilling so a 

number of men were layed off in 1930. 

350 

During the 1930s, he farmed and rode in the rodeo.  He rode with Frank Sharp and Pete Knight and 

others.  He won some prize money.  He went to the Calgary Stampede every year during the 1930s.   

385 

Discussion of his work on a movie in 1936.  An English company, British Gaumont, made a silent movie 

called Silent Barriers in the mountains near Revelstoke and Lake Louise.  He doubled for Richard Arlen, 

the star, doing stunts and other work.  He got extra pay for the stunts.  He was there for a couple of 

months, came home, and then was called back a second time. 

420 

In 1947 he worked on a movie called Northwest Stampede at Calgary and at the Stampede Ranch west of 

Longview.  

430 

He got to see Silent Barriers in Calgary in 1937.  There was a scene in the movie where the workers went 

on strike and burned a shack. 

445 

Details of the plot for the 1947 movie called Northwest Stampede. 

460 

George Pocaterra stopped and visited them at the Highwood No. 1 oilwell.  He also met Raymond 

Patterson once but did not know him well. 

470 

Virginia Watrin describes how she met Lawrence.  Her maiden name was Carothers and she lived south 

on a piece of land.  She rode into High River to go to high school.  She met Lawrence at dances in the 

area.  They got married June 21, 1934 in Calgary.  They went to Longview for the winter of 1937 because 

their farm was hailed out.  Lawrence built a house with some help from others.  It was a 14 by 24 foot 

house, cost $300 and the lumber came out from Calgary to the lumber company in Longview.  Four 



  

adults and two children lived in the small house, with two bedrooms and one common room as kitchen 

and living room.  Water was delivered to the door.  They saved up money that winter and moved back to 

the farm in time for spring planting.  Their Longview house was moved into High River.  The fellow who 

bought it from them paid $15.00 per month until he paid it off. 

560 

He usually drove from the farm to the wells when he worked in the late 1930s and early 1940s.  He 

worked for Anglo Canadian during this period as well as Newell and Chandler, a drilling contractor. 

600  

End of side one of tape.  Continued on side two. 

 

Tape 1 Side 2 

000 

Bill Ferris owned his own rig and Lawrence worked on it.  He also worked on rigs drilling Phillips and 

Arrow wells in the area in 1938 and 1939.  This was in the Hartell area and by the early 1940s there were 

many wells drilling.  In 1943 and 1944 he drilled Ranchmen's Snider well with the Newell and Chandler 

company.  He worked for various companies.  The last well he worked on was east of Aldersyde, Barrett 

No. 1. 

020 

In 1942 he was a driller for a while but mostly he worked under others, usually on the derrick or the 

cathead.   

030 

In 1941, his mother died.  He worked hard at the rigs and at the farm as much as he could.   

035 

Virginia said "For two years after he quit working in the oilfields, he could never drive slow, he was 

always fast."  They got their first car just after they got married.  He paid $100 for a 1928 Chevrolet in 

1935.  In 1941 they bought their first new car. 

045 

The were able to pay off the farm in 18 months due to income from the farm and the work on the rigs. 

050 

Lawrence's impressions of the oil industry.  Discussion of an explosion at a hotel at Leduc that killed 

many men. 

060 

When he was drilling, the fastest well was drilled in 6 months but now they can drill a well in a few 

weeks.  He knew cable tool drillers but did not work on cable tool rigs himself. 

070 

He learned how to use machinery and tools on the rigs.   

072 

He made many friends on the rigs.   

085 

The Lineham family owned the sawmills in High River and Okotoks and donated land for the town of 

Okotoks. 

100 

Discussion of their children. 

105 

Gasoline was in short supply during the war.  He got extra gas since he had to drive to work.  Service 

stations were closed on Sundays during the war.   

130 

There were no security guards on the rigs during the war.   

140 

In 1943 he worked at the High River airport as a carpenter, building a hanger and extra bunk houses. 

155 



  

Pay was much better on the rigs than in farming.  Hired help on the farm was paid $25 per month and he 

could make $7-9 per day on a oil drilling rig. 

165 

One man died on the way to Calgary after an accident on the rig he was working on, but on a different 

shift.  Early rigs did not have much protection against blowouts. 

185 

Roads were muddy in the Turner Valley area so some men got around on horseback.  The year 1927 was 

a very wet year.  When they took horses to their land west of Turner Valley, they rode up bareback on 

horseback from the town and walked back with the bridles. 

200 

He got his first tractor in 1948.  Before that he used horses for most of the work although he could get a 

neighbour to do some tractor work for him too.  In 1958 he thrashed for the last time with horses. 

215 

Propane came to the farm before natural gas.  It arrived in the early 1950s, electric power in 1952 and 

natural gas in 1974.  Telephones came rather late too.  Power and natural gas made a lot of difference in 

farming life.  Details of life before these utilities.  Coal came from Vulcan or High River and each house 

needed a few truckloads to make it through the winter. 

270 

Discussion of the propane, a damp fuel. 

280 

Lawrence learned oilfield work on the rig and some took some safety training courses at the plant in 

Turner Valley. 

300 

Discussion of fun.  Dances were common.   

305 

Housebuilding went on day and night in 1937.  They built their house, then dug a basement and pulled the 

house on top of the basement. 

310 

There was a dancehall but they had a young family and mostly did things with other families.  In the 

winter they went to the Longview Hall at East Longview and attended a dance, usually about once a 

month.  Kids went upstairs to sleep when they got tired.  Drinking was not very common in those days as 

they could not afford it.  Alcohol seems to be a bigger part of the social circle today. 

335 

Harry Morris had the number 1 license plate for the province of Alberta and he worked in the oilfield.  He 

inherited the plate from his father. 

355 

Discussion of the family brand and its history.  JV quarter circle is the brand, on the left hip.  Registered 

on April 10, 1910 of Aldersyde.   

400 

For sports Lawrence did some fishing in the Highwood River but did not get many fish.  He attempted to 

do some hunting but was not successful.  Mostly, the family did things related to the rodeo.  Each summer 

they also took the family on a camping holiday with the car.   

430 

Discussion of the fire in the summer of 1936.  Ashes from British Columbia fire dropped on the farm.  A 

later fire almost got to the Purity 99 refinery but was stopped in time. 

450 

He has golf clubs but did not do much golfing.  He curled some in High River and they frequented a club 

in High River where they could get a drink.  Their family did most of its business and other affairs in the 

town of High River. 

480 



  

Social Credit did a lot for the roads.  It seemed to be needed at the time because people were looking for a 

change in the political system.  Politics is more exciting these days but when they were raising a family 

they had little time or energy for being involved with politics.  Virginia thinks the country's financial 

deficit is a major problem, one that grew gradually as our society grew accustomed to having more.  The 

politicians now seem to reflect Ottawa to the ridings instead taking the voice of the people to the 

government. 

570 

Discussion of farming crisis and the fact that the low price of wheat makes it hard to make a living.  

Bigger farms are replacing the small family farms.  The Watrins managed to get by as a result of growing 

their own food in a large garden. 

620 

Since last year, over 100 men have died that he worked with in the oilfield.  He recently saw Red 

Kennedy and they have known each other since 1921. 

End of interview. 

 


