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Janet 

Biographical information about Janet. She was born in Calgary, May 21, 1930.  Her parents lived in 

Cochrane at that time.  Biographical information about Alan.  He was born in Victoria on October 15, 

1936.  His mother had rented a house there for the winter.  They moved back to the ranch when he was 

six or eight months old.  His mother had had a miscarriage before Alan was born so she was concerned 

about bringing another child into the world so far from hospitals and medical care. 

025 

Impressions of the oilfield as children.  Janet remembered a huge flare that came out of the ground, with 

open fire, that burned the ground around it.  Alan remembered one at Longview, where the roads crossed.  

When the wind turned and came from the north, they could smell the sour gas and they knew it was 

probably going to snow.  Janet - "And when the wind turned North, then we could certainly smell Turner 

Valley" Alan - "Usually when it was going to snow" Janet - "It was a bad weather sign." 

050 

Alan 

 

Alan remembered a barber shop, a gas station, a hotel and a beer parlour in Longview.  It began to rain at 

this point in the interview as we were outdoors, so we decided to move indoors.  As children, they 

thought it was funny that people called Longview and Royalties by the big names of Little New York and 

Little Chicago.  They passed through Black Diamond and Okotoks on the way into town, at Calgary.  

Once, a physician came to the ranch to make a house call for Alan when he was very young.  The 

physician was Doctor Calahan and after he checked Alan over, he sent him into Calgary to the hospital.  

Janet remembers being jealous over this incident, wanting to go to Calgary too as she thought she was 

also sick.  Once, when Raymond cut himself with an axe, he bound up the wound and drove into High 

River for stitches.   

080 

The hired men from the Buffalo Head ranch went into Longview to the bar at the hotel.  Alan and Janet 

remember the roads being quite poor.  Alan remembers stopping in a Black Diamond garage, driving in to 

get the chains put one, and then driving on home. 

100 

Once, they left the car at the OH Ranch and got a ride in a sleigh the rest of the way home, a special treat 

that Janet remembers fondly. 

110 

Alan took school at home for the first two years with his mother and Miss Baldwin as teachers.  Janet also 

took school at home and did not attend a school until age 11.  They both attended a boarding school at 

Shawnigan Lake.  Discussion of the kinds of subjects they took while attending school at home.   

135 

Janet 

Janet remembers going for the mail at a spot near the Bar U, after fording the Highwood River near the 

Schintz's, and then go on for the mail, stop for lunch at the Hansons's and drop off mail for them, the 

Runciman's, the Schintz's and others. 

150 

Alan 



  

Alan remembers the winters being very cold, if not with a lot of snow.  In the winter of 1942 it got to 50 

below zero Fahrenheit and the water pipes froze. 

170 

Alan remembers that Hartell had about one oil well, just a small community.  They did not stop in the 

small towns since they were just passing through on the way into Calgary.  They stopped at the creamery 

in Okotoks, delivering cream and getting butter. 

185 

Supplies and commerce were purchased in Calgary.  As a child, Janet remembers staying at the Wales 

Hotel and the "Paralyser" as many called the Palliser Hotel.  Janet and Alan once got into trouble for 

ordering adult portions from room service.  Roberto, their old cook, was working at the Palliser Hotel as a 

waiter, and was quite dignified looking.  They frequented a cafe across the street from the Palliser Hotel 

due to its prompt service and cheaper rates. 

210 

The Calgary Stampede was an annual event that the family attended, usually as a day trip.  Alan 

remembers staying for the grandstand show in the evening and then driving home late at night.  Raymond 

used the morning for business and then attended the Stampede in the afternoon.  The children were left 

with friends in the morning and joined the parents for the Stampede in the afternoon and evening. 

245 

Alan remembers that a big order of groceries came out to the ranch about twice each year.  The spring trip 

had to wait until after the June rains passed and the roads firmed up in July.  They had a large garden at 

the ranch.  They had chickens and milk cows.  Janet was careful not to learn how to milk and Raymond 

could milk but did not like to, so the hired man did the milking and other chores.  Old Bill King was the 

hired man for a few years.  They usually had only two or three cows.  The hired man brought in the horses 

from the pasture each morning, supplied wood for the stoves in all the cabins and houses.  Behind the 

corral they had fixed up a circular saw, powered by a Model T engine.  Wood was brought in from the 

woods in the winter.  The saw was set up by Major Corny, the popular name given to Major Cornelius 

Forman.   

He brewed beer in his cabin, painted water colours, was a good pianist even though his hands were badly 

damaged by rope burn, planned the buildings, arranged the plumbing, did the blacksmithing, made all 

kinds of things.  Raymond met the Major up north on a boat and he eventually came to live at the ranch.  

He lived in his own small cabin about 200 yards from the main house and took meals with the family.  

Alan - "He had that dreadful old car, and old Model A or Model T, that he fixed up and painted, that burst 

into flames at one stage."  He built onto it a nice red wooden box.   

350 

Sam Smith and the Major were good friends.  Smith had a cabin on the ranch too.  Janet has a great 

photograph of them sitting by an open window, drinking the home brew.  There was a piano at the ranch 

for a few years. 

365 

Janet 

Janet remembers that the Major had been in the choir at the Salsbury Cathedral.  He was 10 to 15 years 

older than Raymond.  He was treated as part of the family.  Alan sometimes visited the Major at his cabin, 

and once the Major hired him for a cent an hour to help him with jobs around the cabin.   

385 

Janet had a mouse trap line in the vegetable garden and got a cent each from her father for the mice she 

caught.   

400 

Major Corny went up Trap Creek, then called Flat Creek, to an abandoned coal mine and got coal.  Wood 

was the primary fuel.  There was no electricity so they used coal oil lamps.  They did not have a tractor.  

The Bews had a "big old tractor" but the Buffalo Head Ranch did all its haying with horses.  Alan 

describes the haying machinery.  Hired men helped with chores. 

450 



  

The Paul Amos native family came in the summertime and did the fencing for the ranch.  They camped 

and cut the poles, while Raymond provided the barbed wire and the staples.  The native men supervised 

while the women did the work.  The Stoney natives came from Morley.  They spent time on the ranches 

in the area.  Raymond did not hire the natives as cowboys.  Natives did compete at the Stampede in 

horseman's events. 

500 

Frazier Hunt and owned the Eden Valley Ranch.  Janet remembers visiting the Sibly cabin but does not 

meeting the Sibly's.  Alan also remembers the cabin, but it was always empty.   

530 

Discussion of the Runciman's.  They were quite isolated.  Sometimes Alan went to play with Bill Bews at 

the Bews ranch.  Janet did not have any friends to play with in the area.  There were not enough children 

in the area to have a school up the valley.   

600 

Janet remembers adults arguing about the Social Credit.  Janet - "I can recollect sitting at the dining room 

table and listening to the adults arguing about it [Social Credit] and listening to Major Forman talking 

about everybody needing jobs, wondering why, because to me jobs meant that you had to clean your teeth 

and you had to pick up your pyjamas and things like that.  Who would want those tasks?"  Alan 

remembers the election when the polling station was at the Bews' ranch.  He remembers that there was a 

lot of discussion, but he can't remember what they were talking about. 
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000 

Janet thinks that perhaps Miss Baldwin attended the school where Mr. Aberhart taught.  The Social Credit 

dividend was called funny money.  Discussion of local politics.  The Patterson's were not very politically 

active but the Major was very interested in the process. 

060 

Alan 

An oil well was drilled at the west end of the ranch, the part they called the mountain section, up Flat 

Creek.  Alan and Miss Baldwin spent a month at the Bews ranch, the Y Cross Ranch, one summer after 

the Pattersons moved off the ranch.  Alan - "I think there was a good deal of suspicion by the ranchers of 

the oilmen.  I don't think they viewed them too kindly." Alan remembers the Royalite company and its 

roadside signs that indicated the location of drilling rigs.   

105 

Janet 

Janet remembers that a lot of oil people came up the river to fish.  The year Flat Creek was opened for 

fishing, many people came up on the first day to fish.  Sam Smith was the fish warden and was kept busy.  

He used a big pack horse, with tanks on it, with fish in them, and he took the small fish up to the 

headwaters of the creeks.   

150 

Alan 

Alan remembers that Josephine Bews would not allow Bill Bews and Alan to go to the swimming pool in 

Turner Valley for fear of getting polio.  Janet remembers swimming in the river.  The incidence of polio 

was high.  They were not vaccinated for polio and it was a concern.   

190 

During the war, they could only get old men and boys to do the work.  Almost everyone on the ranch, 

including Miss Baldwin and the children, helped put up the hay.  Janet and her mother did not help, but 

they were about the only exceptions.   

210 

Reasons for the sale of the ranch.  The ranch was harder to operate during the war.  Mrs. Patterson did not 

like the house or the climate.  The house was an old log cabin with additions, not very warm since it was 

not insulated.   



  

225 

Janet 

They put up a lot of hay for the winter.  The animals were brought down near the house and river in the 

winter.  After branding in the spring, they were run back up into the forest reserve.  They had about 100 

cows plus their young.  They had three or four bulls.  Janet remembers taking blocks of salt up into the 

mountains in the summer for the cattle.  They used the south fork of Flat Creek for the cattle.  Both Janet 

and Alan helped with the cattle drives up into the reserve and back. Janet - "What I used to enjoy, among 

other things, was when we used to go through a section of Bar U land, you could chase those Bar U cattle 

as fast as we wanted, but not our own." 

270 

Alan 

Brandings did not involve the children.  Joe Bews and Bert Sheppard and others helped.  There was a big 

meal and much drinking of beer afterwards.  They often hired a cook for the summertime in order to make 

food for all the extra help.  At a branding party at the ranch one time, Alan and Miss Baldwin were not 

included in the event.  Alan - "There was sure a hell of a racket, and they broke the kitchen table.  Not a 

serious break."  

310 

Discussion of the church services at St. Aidan's.  It was a 12 mile ride on horseback, round trip.  A hall, 

adjacent to the church, was filled with food after church. 

325 

Janet 

Discussion of the Shale Ford by the Schintz place.  The water was at times so high they had to keep their 

feet out of the stirrups in order to avoid getting wet.  Janet remembered riding the horse across the ice 

flows, down into the river and out the other side.  Janet and Miss Baldwin did this winter crossing once 

and Miss Baldwin's horse fell and she and it got very wet and cold. They returned immediately to the 

ranch to get warmed up. 

360 

Alan 

Mrs. Patterson tried to teach Alan to skate on the Highwood River but it was hard due to its bumpiness 

and its slope.  They also had skis with a spring binding around the heel.  They skied on the hill just behind 

the house.  Raymond cut quite wide trails in order to allow for the skis in the winter, but he never had the 

time to ski very much.  Janet - "Living in the country is a full time job." 

400 

Dudes provided some income for the ranch and Mrs. Patterson had a small income.  It amounted to about 

$100 per month according to Janet.  [The next day Mrs. Patterson said that the income was $1000 per 

year.]  She bought the clothes for the children out of that money.  Raymond's grandfather had a steel 

fabricating company at Darlington in the north of England, which is still operating, now as a public 

company.   

450 

Raymond "scorned sheep" as a result of the experience on the Ghost River.  Alan remembers hearing 

Mrs. Norma Pocaterra sing opera one summer.  Janet remembers George Pocaterra as a small man, who 

wore a leather jacket with fringes, and displayed much energy.  Dr. Harry Jennings and Mrs. Jennings 

introduced Janet to the Pocattera's in their later years.   

Alan once heard Mrs. Pocaterra sing opera.  She was at the Sibly cabin and he was at the Buffalo Head Ranch, 

some miles distant, and he heard her over the still evening air. 

Janet thinks George Pocaterra was escaping from the strictures of life in Italy by coming to Canada. 

550 

Raymond learned some of his agricultural knowledge in the Peace River area.  He learned a lot from Bert 

Sheppard and Joe Bews, both of whom he respected.  The Buffalo Head Ranch amounted to about 10 

sections.  The area available for hay was quite limited, in the area near the house and the river.  They 

cleared the Willow Meadow and planted it to hay.   



  

610 

During the war, there were some milder winters so they did not need as much hay. 
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Alan 

 

Raymond wanted to be involved in World War II but was not accepted due to his age.  He applied to the 

French Foreign Legion but was not accepted there either.  Gordon Matthews was accepted into the Army 

Service Corps on the west coast of Canada.  The size of boats was called Fairmile class.  Alan, Raymond 

and Revel Mowat took a short trip on one of these grey boats, about 50 feet long.  They were used for 

patrol.  Gordon Matthews had an office in the old Vancouver Hotel, now replaced by an Eaton's store in 

Vancouver.  Gordon was in charge of the ships that did the patrols.  The Canadian Pacific Railway 

passenger boats, the Princess boats, that ran between the mainland and Vancouver Island, were armed 

with a gun on the back deck.  This boat connected the train in Vancouver with the train in Nanaimo.   

080 

Pranks they played included one man making a fake bear claw to scare a dude at the ranch.  Raymond 

liked the idea but did not let the man making the fake claw use it on the outside walls of the cabin in 

which the frightened dude was staying.  Roberto, the cook, made wine in the cellar below the house.  He 

asked Miss Baldwin tasted the wine for him, and when she said it was okay, he said that was good since 

he had found a mouse in the brew that morning. 

110 

Discussion of Adolph, a German national, who needed Raymond's letter of recommendation in order to 

get back into Calgary.  Mrs. Patterson recently returned them to Adolph in Calgary. 

135 

Janet 

Janet remembers the life at the ranch fondly.  They both liked riding, even from their youngest days.  A 

horse called Charger was very large and good with children.  There were also some unruly horses too, but 

they were out in the pastures.  The jingle pony was the one that stayed in the corral and was used to gather 

the other ones each morning.   

190 

Details of how the family moved west.  They bought a place at Spillimacheen for summer use.  They also 

left a few horses at the Bew's ranch for a while.  Horses named Rex and Molly ended up at Spillimacheen. 

205 

Raymond helped manage the Big Coulee Ranch with his cousin Bob Coates in the 1950s.  Bill Wilkinson 

bought the ranch.  Raymond helped Wilkinson have a look at the land and cattle before he bought the 

ranch.  Raymond perhaps helped at the ranch for one summer and Alan remembers staying there part of 

one summer. 

245 

Passing mention of Buckspring, a place near Cochrane. 

255 

Discussion of the biography of Raymond Patterson that George Luste wrote for Arctic. 

265 

Alan 

One of Patterson's canoes is at Shuswap, in a loft.  Alan used it a couple of summers about 10 years ago.  

It was a Chestnut freighter, green, a wood and canvas canoe, about 20 feet long.  It was perhaps one of the 

ones he used when he and Christopher Patterson used when they went to the Liard in 1950 or 1951.  

Patterson often his canoes at the end of the expedition instead of taking them back home.  The Faltbot 

disintegrated, according to Alan, "the rubber skin perished."   

300 



  

Raymond liked Chestnut canoes and scorned Peterboroughs.  Alan thinks Raymond liked the Chestnuts 

better due to their ability to handle freight and keep out the waves. 

350 

Janet 

Janet has done nothing with the unpublished manuscript by Raymond about Napoleon's horsemen.  It was 

rejected due to its length.  Janet has the manuscript still but does not know quite what to do with it.  

Raymond and Mrs. Patterson travelled through Europe, looking at the sites of the battles in which the 

horses were used.  He applied his own knowledge of the use of horses in battle while writing that book.  

They sold the house in Shoal Harbour in 1960 and spent most of two years in Europe doing the research 

for that book. 

485 

End of interview 

Outline of interview with: 

 

Mrs. Marigold Patterson 

 

by David Finch 
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000 

Mrs. Patterson remembers the smell when the wind came from the east.  The gas smell reminded her of 

rotten eggs.  They had no oil wells on their property. 

010 

They usually went to Calgary through Turner Valley via the Fireguard Coulee.  The trail to Longview was 

a poorer track.  Turner Valley was a collection of small houses and a garage.  They once stayed at Black 

Diamond during a bad night.  "Those little towns were really dumps."  The hard road started at Okotoks. 

040 

They did all their business in Calgary.  The had supplies sent out about twice a year by truck.  Western 

Grocers was the supplier.   

050 

They used the physicians in Calgary mostly, but one time Raymond cut his leg with an axe and they took 

him to High River as quickly as possible to a doctor. 

060 

While they were there no one looked for oil on their land.  They did not like oil explorers. "It wouldn't 

have been at all welcome.  Those people seemed unable to close gates and they disturbed the animals 

tremendously and they were just not welcome." 

070 

Polio appeared in Turner Valley in August and September annually for a few years.  Their family went 

through Turner Valley quickly in order to avoid the polio.  She mention of sickness in the horses, perhaps 

spread by the flies.  They lost a good pony from it. 

095 

Polio spread through the small towns, but she could never understand why.  The Salk vaccine was not yet 

available so nothing could be done for it at the time.   

120 

Ranchers thought the oil people "were a pest."  Ranchers did not like the mess or the people associated 

with the oil industry.   

140 

There were many Americans in Calgary, some of them associated with the discovery of oil. 

155 

Discussion of the community at Royalties.  The Patterson's did not know anyone in the oilfield and went 

right on to Calgary. 



  

165 

Sometimes people came up the valley to fish and camp.  She did not like the mess they left.  "Once my 

husband found a really super mess, and a car there, and he picked it all up and stuffed it under the cars 

hood.  Well, something has to be done."  Raymond eventually set aside a piece of land on the river on 

which to camp.  It was at the Fideli ford and was fenced off.   

195 

They had some trouble with hunters at times.  Once some men were firing rifle shots and they shot a dog 

that belonged to the ranch and they said they thought it was a coyote.  Her husband prosecuted them and 

they were fined.   

210 

Sometimes people needed help getting their cars pulled out of the ditch or a snowbank.  "Once in a while, 

not very often, whoever was being pulled out would offer to pay a little something towards it, but not too 

often.  They thought it was the farmer's pleasure to come pull them out."    

240 

Raymond made friends with Paul Amos and contracted him to do fencing.  The Indians cut the posts 

themselves and strung the wire that Raymond supplied.  The Amos family came down from Morley to the 

area in the summer to do the work for the Buffalo Head and other ranches.   

290 

The winters varied enormously, but not really much snow.  The boys could not get much use from their 

skis.  Chinooks were common.  There was not enough depth of snow for good moisture.   

330 

Discussion of Raymond's canoeing trip down the Highwood River, when he went for a swim.  The ford 

by the Schintz place was called the Shale Ford.  The best ford was the Fideli Ford. 

360 

Discussion of the Schintz family.  Mrs. Schintz was a good artist too.  Mrs. Patterson was only in the 

Schintz house once. 

445 

The mail came to the English Corner, and the Patterson's usually picked theirs up at the Hanson's place.  

A Mr. Jones brought out the mail from Okotoks.  It was about 12 miles to get the mail.  They could not 

cross the river in the spring floods and the roads were poor at that time of the year too.  As a result, they 

did not travel much in the springtime.   

480 

They usually had two or three cows for milk, milked by a chore man.  They could get coal up Sullivan 

Creek and they used it in the forge but it was not good for the stoves.  Raymond got coal from elsewhere 

for use in the stoves.  They had a small blacksmith shop on the site and Major Forman operated the forge.  

He repaired wheels for wagons.  He also fixed up a democrat for them too.   

 

545 

They had about 300 head of cattle in total, counting yearlings and two year olds as well as the cows and 

calves.  Discussion of the cattle they had on the site.  Discussion of quails that currently nest on the 

Patterson place in Victoria each spring. 

580 

Discussion of the land on the Ghost River.  The Patterson's built a small cabin and the Pocaterra's built a 

larger house at the site.  The Patterson's called their cabin the Ghost River Cabin. 

625 

The place called Buckspring was 20 miles west of Calgary, with a view of the Bow River and the 

mountains.  They lived there from 1930 to 1933 and then moved to the Buffalo Head.  They never lived 

on the Ghost River property, just used it for sheep raising.  They were in partnership with John Connell 

on that land.  "But at that time, the price of wool didn't pay the shearers wages, by quite a long way." 
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000 

Discussion of the purchase of the Buffalo Head.  The shacks were in poor repair.  There were only about 

17 cattle and quite a few horses.  "There were quite a lot of horses because he [George Pocaterra] always 

kept any horses he had and some were useable but there was a great many that were just pensioners.  I'm 

afraid the bleeding hearts would think it was dreadful, but we sent quite a large number of them down to 

the fox farms.  They were cripples.  Most of them would have had a hard time to get through a winter."  

The Patterson's built up the cattle by buying calves and raised them on the ranch.  They could not afford 

to buy anything more because they "had dropped a lot over the sheep."  They had to borrow to buy the 

mortgages on the ranch. 

025 

Raymond learned the ranching business from others in the area and was a quick study.  Joe Bews helped 

them a lot.  "Joe's comment about his cattle was that he liked to see them looking comfortable.  And of 

course that meant exactly what they were, in very good health, lots of food and water.  Joe would say, I 

see them looking comfortable and its makes me comfortable.  Joe was a first class man with animals." 

040 

The Buffalo Head Ranch did not have much land so they put up hay.  They decided they had to have hay 

in order to get through the winter.  They hired extra help to do some of the haying.  Adolph Baumgart, 

George Robertson and one or two extra men helped with the hay.  Roberto Vincenti was their cook at the 

time.  Mr. Schintz helped a few times for a bit of wages.   

090 

Branding time was a big event.  Other ranchers helped too.  In the evening there was a big meal and lots 

of beer.  Major Forman and the cook made some home brew but it was not entirely a success.  Joe Bews 

did not like his sons to be around at the drinking parties.  The branding parties were for men only.  "Some 

of them got pretty merry."   

130 

Entertainment was limited.  They had no electricity, radios or other forms of music.  Major Forman 

bought a piano.  They sometimes attended the church at Pekisko, St. Aidans, but it was a long ride so they 

did not attend often.   

155 

Mrs. Patterson met Raymond at a social event in London.  Her family was involved in "the service" 

[foreign service] so they were familiar with travel.  She had an uncle that had been in western Canada, 

and had worked for a mining company in the Revelstoke area.  When they came to Canada, the travelled 

directly to Victoria.  Raymond had been offered a job as a Dominion Explorer, prospecting, but the job 

fell through in the 1930s.  They looked at land in British Columbia, but returned to Alberta.   

200 

They worked very hard in the summer in order to prepare for winter and very hard in the winter to stay 

alive.  Ranching was not a very successful business venture, especially in the 1930s.  Prices for cattle 

were very poor in the 1930s.  The dudes made them some money, each dude paying $5 per week to be 

guests at the ranch.  Mrs. Patterson had a small income from England, about $1000 per year. 

235 

Discussion of the kinds of things they could grow in the garden at the Buffalo Head.  They could not plant 

before June.  They butchered their own meat on the ranch.  They pickled beef stew and bottled meat too.  

They also had some chickens but no turkeys. 

265 

They left the Buffalo Head after the war.  Raymond was very restless during the war.  "During the war it 

was very difficult to get any sort of help that was any sort of help."  The ranch was still horse powered, 

not converted to machinery.  They wanted to move in order to allow companionship for the children.  

Alan attended a boarding school at Qualicum and later to Shawnigan Lake. 

295 

She did not like the isolation of the ranch, with the closest neighbours being three miles on either side.  

They made their own fun. 



  

300 

When they moved from the ranch, they hired people to move their belongings.  The Burns company 

bought the ranch and quickly sold the animals and sold off the land too.  Raymond was quite good at 

keeping a good herd. 

330 

The Patterson's moved to North Saanich, to Shoal Harbour.  They had a place in the Columbia area, at 

Spillimacheen, a small place for hunting and climbing.  They eventually decided to just keep the one 

place in Saanich.  They made a good profit on the sale of the ranch.   

375 

Mrs. Patterson liked life on Vancouver Island but Raymond regretted leaving Alberta.  He took some trips 

up into the North, once surveying with a man named Mr. Moncton.   

395 

Raymond liked writing and found that life was good as a writer.  He started researching a book on the 

Napoleonic wars and they went on a two year long trip throughout Europe, which they both enjoyed 

greatly.  When they returned to Canada, they bought the house she lives in near the university in Victoria. 

435 

She accompanied him on two trips on the Peace River.  On one, Alan went on a trip on the Finlay River 

with Raymond.  She met him at Finlay Forks and went down the river to Peace River with her husband.  

They were in a 16 or 17 foot canoe.  Raymond took a 14 foot canoe on the Dease River.  They later went 

on the Peace River in a 20 foot canoe with a "kicker" or an outboard motor.   

490 

She and Raymond liked to go to Bow Lake, during the war, and they knew Jimmy Simpson, his wife and 

two daughters.  They did some camping since the lodge was not completed yet.  They did some boating 

on the Bow Lake.  They took the kayak up on ponies into the high lakes.  She never went on the Bow 

River in a canoe with her husband.  The kayak was called a Faltbot, a Swedish boat.   

535 

Their canoes included a 14 footer, a 16 or 17 footer and a 20 foot canoe.  The Chestnut people called the 

20 foot canoe a fishing canoe.  The Prospector canoes were better as far as she remembers.  Raymond 

always like the Chestnut canoes.   

575 

She did a bit of canoeing on her own in the kayak when they moved to the coast.  Robin had a small 

sailboat when they moved to the coast.  Dick Johnson built beautiful boats and Mrs. Patterson bought one 

for Robin and he had a lot of fun with it.  Raymond never built any canoes, but he did repairs when on the 

river.   

630 

End of interview.  She talked on a bit about the demise of the ranching life. 

 

NOTES OFF TAPE 

 

After the end of the interview she mentioned that when Raymond saw a copy of the first edition of his 

book, The Buffalo Head, he ran his hand over the cover and asked "Did I do that?" 

 

She also mentioned that Roland Gissing helped build the cabins at the Buffalo Head for the dudes when 

they were getting that operation started. 

 

She thinks Adolph Baumgart might still be alive and living in Calgary.  As of 1992 there was an A 

Baumgart listed in the telephone directory at 612 44 Avenue N.W., 282-6547.  I telehpned him on June 

18, 1992 and he agreed to be interviewed on June 18, 1992 at his home.  They moved at the end of that 

month to Courtney, British Columbia. 

 



  

Raymond had an interest in the Big Coulee Ranch along with his cousin Christopher Patterson and Robert 

Coates. 


