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Tape 1 Side 1 

000 

Biographical information about various members of the Coultis family.  Sam Coultis was born in Forest, 

Ontario and attended university at Ann Arbour, Michigan.  He married Ruth Voorees.  They came to 

Calgary and worked as a chemist for the city for one year.  He went to Turner Valley to work for A.W. 

Dingman in 1914 or 1915.  He first worked loading gasoline barrels.  They first lived in a two room shack 

until they moved into the big white house, northwest of Turner Valley in 1916.  

040 

Don was born in Calgary in 1915.  He had one brother, Jim.  They attended school just north of the town 

and Mrs. Fred Cameron was the teacher.  He attended school there until the end of grade 8.  The company 

built the Coultis residence south of the river about 1925.  They walked across the swinging bridge to 

school and to get into town. 

075 

Don remembers the day Royalite #4 caught on fire. 

"I was walking to school and I seen the ball of fire go from the stack on the boiler 

and go through the air and set the gas on fire." 

The boilers did not put out the flame.  Steam only just bent the flame.  They eventually used explosives to 

extinguish the flame. 

100 

Don started working on rigs in 1936, on Dalhousie #6.  Harry Morris, Bob Hovis, Archie McNeil and 

Jack McIntyre were some of his early co-workers.  He lived at the Black Diamond Hotel for many years 

as a single man. 

115 

As a child he played hockey but he was never good enough to get on the Turner Valley Oilers hockey 

team.  He also shot rabbits and prairie chicken for fun.  They tobogganed down the hill north of the 

Royalite subdivision.   

155 

Murray McRae died when the pipe came out of the Royalite #14 well.  Two men died in the accident.  

McRae lived at Poverty Flats in the floodplain by the plant. 

180 

Description of the Coultis house on the hill.  It had electricity and running water as well a garage in which 

they stored the family car, the Reo Flying Cloud.   

200 

Description of his first bicycle, with wooden wheel rims.  It had no brakes but had tubes and tires. 

215 

Sam Coultis had a 160 acre farm near Kew.  The boys rode their bikes to the farm and once Don had to 

run his bicycle into the ditch to stop while coming down a steep hill.  245 

Don played saxophone in a school orchestra for dances around the community, including at the Kew Hall.  

The White family orchestra played at the dance hall in the south end. 

280 

Discussion of the Reo Flying Cloud.  The Coultis family went to Ontario and picked it up.  It was a large 

capacity passenger vehicle, perhaps 9 passengers.   

300 

When Don played in the orchestra it was payed $4.00 for the evening.   

310 



  

Don attended grades 9-12 at Mount Royal College, a private high school.  Older boys put thumb tacks on 

the floor beside his bed and sometimes in his bed.  Discussion of study hall.  He went home about once 

every five weeks for the weekend.  Sunday afternoons he visited an aunt in Calgary and had dinner with 

her.  Other times the boys walked west along the railway tracks on Sunday afternoons.  Discussion of the 

church services at the college. 

400 

In summers Don rode his bicycle in the Turner Valley area while his brother Jim rode horses.  The boys 

fished at a fishing hole and supplied the family table with grayling.  He used the back ends of 

grasshoppers for bait.   

440 

He explored west of Turner Valley in his Ford coupe.  He hunted some in the area.  He got caught 

poaching a doe and the ranger took it from him and gave it to the poor and unemployed in Black 

Diamond.  The forest ranger was a friend of Sam Coultis.  

495 

Don made $1.00 per hour on the rigs in the late 1930s so he was pretty well off.  He started in the "dumb 

corner" working lead tongs.  His first job, in 1935, was helping on a crew that dug out the gas line to 

Calgary and checked it for leaks.  He found the days long.  They he had to dig it out of the ground, about 

6 feet deep, by hand.  Description of the tarring of the pipe.   

590 

Discussion of his first drilling job, on Dalhousie #6.   

 

Tape 1 Side 2 

000 

Dalhousie #6 was located southwest of Turner Valley, at the base of the hill on the Denning farm.  His 

first car cost him $1200 and his mother co-signed the car loan for him.  He worked for Royalite as a 

driller, even though the names of the wells were not always Royalite.   

050 

Discussion of how he lost his index fingers when a piece of casing cut them off in an accident.   

060 

He joined up with the army in 1942 until 1945. 

075 

Discussion of living conditions at the Black Diamond Hotel.  After he lost his fingers the crew went to the 

bar and had a few beers before thee took him to the Turner Valley hospital.  The Landers, Dr. Harry 

Lander and Dr. Dave Lander, took care of him.  He took one month of work after the accident to recover 

from the accident. 

110 

He flew in the Bowling Broke as a gunner during World War II.  There was only one gun on the plane.  

Every fourth shell was a tracer bullet.   

140 

He worked for Royalite and Lorne Leeson and Sammy Sewell after he came back from the war.  He went 

to work in Venezuela for Shell after World War II.  They drilled a well up in the mountains west of Lake 

Maracaibo.  Shell was paying well so he took a job there.  He and Edna went to Trinidad in the late 1950s 

and early 1960s.   

200 

Hells Half Acre was near Royalite #4.  There was also a big flare down by the gas plant.   

215 

Edna was raised in Trochu and could see the flares from Turner Valley on a cold winter night.   

225 

The Conservation Board was good for the field.  Before it took effect, flares were evident throughout the 

whole area, especially in Little Chicago and Little New York.  Discussion of the south end communities. 

260 



  

Box socials discussed.  The hall at Kew was one place where Don attended box socials. 

275 

Businesses in Turner Valley discussed.  Tom Fowler had a grocery store and Sheppard's Garage serviced 

cars.   

300 

He went to the theatre in Turner Valley or Calgary for entertainment. 

305 

Roads were "nothing but rough gravel" in the best part of the year.  In the spring the roads were quite bad.   

320 

He worked for Frank Burke on a rig for a while. 

330 

Discussion of the Social Credit movement and William Aberhart.  They liked the Social Credit but do not 

remember the recall.  Edna remembers the tough times of the 1930s.   

400 

Biographical information about Edna and her family, the Scheuarts.  She went to work in Banff for the 

summer of 1940 at the Mount Royal Hotel but stayed for five years.  She worked for the Palliser Hotel for 

a few winters and met Don when she was working at the Wales Hotel. 

450 

Edna says that Don did not like Mount Royal College and that they were very lonely years for him.  She 

says Don liked the social aspect of life in the Turner Valley area.  Sam Coultis and his wife were very 

busy entertaining the company's visitors.  They fed them many meals but most of the visitors stayed in 

Calgary.  They liked visiting friends in High River and other communities. 

520 

Sam Coultis curled in Okotoks and in Turner Valley.  Don never went swimming at the heated pool by 

the plant due to a fear of water.  

540 

Don knew the Boler family, who lived near Naphtha, and visited them on his bicycle.  The dust on the 

roads was very bad. 

570 

There was a fire in the Royalite plant in 1929.   

600 

A grease gun once fell from the top of the rig and went right through a three inch thick wooden floor. 

640 

End of interview. 

 


