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Josephine and Billy Bews as well as Lenore (Bews) McLean, interviewed by David Finch, 

June 11, 1991 

 

Mike Schintz also attended the interview. 
Tape 1 Side 1 

000 

Josephine 

Biographical information about Josephine Bews.  Born at the family farm near the Big Rock near 

Okotoks, she grew up in this area.  The family hired help, including a Chinese cook.  Tom and Anne 

Rimmer were her parents and they came from England.  She attended school at Big Rock. 

025 

She met Joe Bews when he herded cattle from the Bar U to Calgary.  The family farm on the Sheep River 

was one of the stopping spots along the route to Calgary.  She was born in 1916. 

040 

She stayed home to help with the farm and married Joe Bews, at age 20, in 1937. 

045 

When she was a child she got the impression that the oil people were a lower class people and that they 

always drank and often ended up in the ditch with their cars.  Later she realized that they were just 

different and had their owns ways of pursuing recreation.  The snow along the banks of the road was very 

high in those years.   

063 

She visited Hells Half Acre as a child.  They attended the Catholic Church and she speculates that maybe 

they visited the flare at Hells Half Acre to get an idea of what hell was like. 

080 

Discussion of the hotels in Okotoks in the early years. 

100 

The first trail to the Bews place at the Y Cross Ranch was just a dirt trail.  The house was a small log 

cabin with a glass sun porch.  It measured about 25 by 30 feet and was built in 1924 by the Bews family.   

120 

Long Tom, or Tom Kee, had an early restaurant in Longview.  The hotel was not there when they moved 

to the area.  The town of Longview sprang up overnight. 

145 

The spring of 1937 was very good with moisture after many dry years.   

160 

Cartwright and Thorpe, two ranchers, did not put up hay but others, like Raymond Patterson at the 

Buffalo Head Ranch, always put up hay against the bad times.  Billy Bews and Mike Schintz discussed 

this point at length.   

200 

The climate in the area has been quite dry recently.  In the 1940s, many winters the ranchers could not get 

into Longview because of the amount of snow. 

220 

Dr. Soby, a physician from Longview, came out to help the ranchers. 

230 

Dick Dayment built a service station in Longview after the big boom in 1936. 

240 

Josephine thought the shacks in the oilfield "were perfectly awful."  The smell of the place was bad due to 

the gas.  Her impression was that the oilfield was a pretty dirty place.   



  

265 

Before the stores opened at Longview, the Bews went to the East Longview store.  Neighbours always 

stopped in to visit but they do not even visit much anymore. 

300 

The Red and White store in Longview was operated by Neil Webster.  Mr. Morrison had a drugstore.  

Sellers also had a general store. 

310 

Physicians the Bews used included David and Harry Lander in Black Diamond and Dr. Soby in High 

River.  Josephine had her children at a hospital in Calgary and remembers that it was poorly 

soundproofed.  Many women went to High River or Calgary to deliver their babies.  Mrs. LaRosee had a 

maternity hospital in Turner Valley. 

370 

Lenore 

Lenore discussed her early childhood.  She rode horses almost every day with Mike Schintz's brother 

Nicholas.  She went to a boarding school and there first encountered running water in a bathtub.  She and 

her brother Billy went to a convent boarding school in Pincher Creek.  Later she went to school in 

Calgary.   
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Lenore continues her discussion of boarding school at Pincher Creek.   

015 

Billy 

Billy discussed his early childhood.  He did not do well at correspondence at home so his parents sent him 

away to boarding school by himself.  Recollections of going to Waterton for a short holiday before they 

left him at the boarding school.  He was homesick for two months.  He found it hard to be there by 

himself.  The wind was strong against the side of the three story building.  He had beans for breakfast for 

the first time in his life.  They had to clean out the recreation hall on Saturdays and polish the wooden 

floor.  He learned French from the French Sisters.  When he came home for holidays he talked to his 

horse, named Pigeon, and told him all his troubles.   

085 

Lenore 

Lenore remembers one cold winter and helping calve in the cold.  The coyotes were bad that winter too 

and the cows and calves had to be protected from the hungry coyotes. 

100 

Discussion about the evolution of clothing.  Today the clothing is quite light, filled with down or 

synthetic materials.   

120 

Discussion of the change in culture so that we are not now accustomed to the cold winters and having to 

deal with the harsher environment.   

200 

Discussion of the changes to the culture in the area due to the technological change from coal and wood 

for fuel to oil and gas. 

225 

Billy 

Billy says that none of the Bews ever worked in the oil industry.  The Americans needed our oil and gas 

so they came in and helped develop the industry.  Billy got a permit to drive to school in Longview at the 

age of 13 with special permission from the RCMP.  He got to know many people who came to the area 

due to the Depression put so many people out of work in the other parts of the west.  The boom in the 

Turner Valley area attracted many unemployed men and families. 

260 



  

Mike Schintz 

Mike Schintz recollects that people moved wherever the jobs were in order to get a job.  That is why 

many people came to the Turner Valley area.   

290 

The Highwood River Valley has not changed much over the years other than the new road.  The Indians 

were always here but they eventually moved onto the Indian reserve at Eden Valley Ranch. 

320 

Josephine 

Josephine remembered that the Indians were a very important source of labour for the Bar U Ranch, the 

OH Ranch and other ranches.  The Indians built most of the fences on most of the ranches.  Mr. Sibly was 

in some way an owner of the Kodak company.  Sibly had the TL Ranch. 

365 

Lenore 

Lenore remembered looking forward to the Indians coming each spring.   

390 

The large ranches began to break up in the late 1940s and early 1950s. 
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Lenore remembers the close family way of life of the Indians.  She really admired the female Indians.  

One Indian woman taught her many things and took care of them when her mother went to town. 

015 

Billy 

Billy remembered the Indians as good workers and friends.  They played hockey with them and leaned 

much from them.  Jonas Rider, Webster Lefthand, Matthew Rider, Paul Amos and his daughter Vera 

Amos were some of the natives that they knew.  Arthur Daniels and his wife came to a Bews family 

funeral and Lenore was very impressed.   

050 

Josephine 

Josephine remembered the Indians as colourful and good people.  They fished in the streams and hunted 

in the area.  They dried berries and included it in their pemmican.  Description of the process for making 

pemmican.  The women did fine sewing and were quite proud of their clothing.  They also sold good 

ponies to the area settlers and ranchers. 

100 

George Pocaterra story.  Billy remembered that Pokey always rode full tilt with a silk scarf flowing out 

behind.  He had very bowed legs and wore leg wraps.   

145 

Josephine remembered that Pokey did all the cooking for guests and made Italian food.  Steve Hoar added 

to the Sibly cabin, where the Pocaterra's lived in later years. 

175 

Raymond Patterson ran a fine ranch.  They were good neighbours.  Billy Bews and Alan Patterson were 

friends.  Joe said he heard from Patterson if the fences were down.  They always had a cook and a 

handyman.  Miss Baldwin was the nanny. 

200 

Billy 

Billy remembered pranks they did up at the Buffalo Head Ranch.  Only the men were allowed at the 

brandings and at the party afterwards.  Quite a bit of alcohol was consumed at the parties.  Joe rode a 

horse into the Longview bar once. 

250 

Lenore 



  

Lenore remembered that Alan always played tricks.  Once he got her to show them the barn and locked 

her in it for half a day.  Alan was mischievous.  Janet was very nice but she was older and away at school.  

Lenore complained about not being able to attend the brandings and Raymond Patterson said to her 

"Never mind, one of these days you'll grow up Lenore, and you'll get your inning." 

290 

Major Forman was a handyman for the Buffalo Head Ranch.  He was very proper and formal.  He moved 

to the Stampede Ranch later.  He carved the meat at the table at the Stampede Ranch guest table.  335 

Dick Machin took over the Stampede Ranch from Guy Weadick.   

355 

Ruby Lee, in her 90s, lived at the Stampede Ranch with her brother Dick Machin after his wife died.  She 

was a friend of Janet Schintz.   

385 

Pocaterra and Patterson got along very well.   

400 

Discussion of Pocaterra's desire to know the Stoney people and to be in the mountains.  
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Archie Daniels is an elder at the Eden Valley reserve.  He told a story about how White Man's Pass got its 

name after two mountain men came through from that area, quite hungry and lost. 

020 

Definition of Ed Marston.  He was a small man and wore large hats.  He looked "like a bull under a shed."  

His was the last ranch before the forest reserve.  Dave and Rita Diebel took over the ranch after Ed died in 

a fire in his cabin.  The Diebel's worked at the TL for a while and then moved to the Marston's.  Martons's 

had really good thoroughbred horses.  They had a good garden in the little coulee.  Mr. Brown, who 

managed the OH Ranch, brought the mail to the ranch and others in the area came to pick it up.  The 

Marston's had sweet peas until December one year.   

090 

The current house Josephine lives in was built in 1951. 

095 

Patterson left the area for a number of reasons.  Raymond could not get the help he was used to getting so 

he sold out.  The children had gone to boarding school. 

110 

The Fedeli brothers shared one horse for the ride and walk to High River.  They were the first owners of 

the Buffalo Head Ranch and they sold it to George Pocaterra.  They also had a pool of fish where they 

stored fish for meals.   

130 

Discussion of fords across the Highwood River.  Story about a grand piano that got upset beside a ford, 

perhaps the Green Ford.  Someone sat down and played the piano beside the river.  Other crossings 

include the Sullivan Crossing, the Fedeli Ford and the Ings Crossing.   

175 

Cattle Dan lived near Longview and worked at the OH Ranch.  He tried trapping on the Bews land one 

winter and stayed in a cabin. 

190 

Perspectives on the oil industry discussed.   

205 

The smell of the gas could be noticed when a storm came from the east.    

215 

Joe Bews got gasoline for the tractor from the Mercury 99 Plant at the south end of the field.  Most of the 

people in the area got gasoline from this plant.  Story of using a tractor to pull a horse out of a bog after it 

sank up to its neck. 



  

260 

The first internal combustion engine, a tractor, arrived at the ranch about 1945.   

280 

Seismic work was busiest in the area in the 1950s.  The crews opened up trails while doing their work and 

the ranchers later utilized them for cattle drives.  The first well drilled on Flat Creek was in 1948 or 1949.  

Joe Bews took Dr. Hume up into the hills to look for oil.  Dr. Hume had great faith in the Flat Creek 

headwaters and pursued it until Leduc and other fields attracted the attention away from the area.  Seismic 

crews paid some cash for access to the area and opened up trails through the valleys and widened the 

cattle trails.   

360 

The only wells that were drilled on their property were on leased land. 

365 

Seismic craters underground sometimes collapsed in the spring when a team of horses walked across it.   

390 

Discussion of how the ranch got started by Mr. Sullivan and his relationship to Mr. Ings. 

420 

Discussion of the RCMP stopping post at the OH Ranch.   
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The oil and gas industry created jobs and brought money to the residents of the area.  Schools opened up 

due to the development of the area.  Stores and the post office also opened.  The revenue to the provincial 

government provided wealth so that the government built better roads and other services such as 

hospitals, telephones, rural electrification and other services.  The Glenbow Museum was also built with 

oil money from Eric Harvie.   

060 

The forestry reserves are better developed now due to the oil industry.  Harry Wildman, a forest ranger, 

had no job in the winter for many years and he took work at the Mercury 99 Refinery. 

070 

The Kananaskis Country was developed from some of the oil and gas revenue that the provincial 

government received. 

080 

Discussion of the new highway through the south end and up through the Highwood Pass.  They consider 

the huge road allowances as a waste since they cannot be used for grazing.   

120 

Discussion of the Social Credit movement.   

150 

Concluding comments and general discussion. 

185 

End of interview. 

 

 


