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Biographical information about Gerry Schultz.  Born in 1916 at Walsh, Alberta, he grew up in the small 

town.  He worked repairing grain elevators for Alberta Pool Elevators.  He rebuilt the old Chinese 

restaurant in Arrowwood into a general store during the winter of 1937. 

030 

He and another man took blanket rolls and hitch-hiked to Turner Valley.  Sam Vinge picked them up and 

he was a trucker in the area. 

040 

Biographical information about Mildred Schultz.  Mildred Gimbel was born in 1917 at Beiseker, Alberta.  

Her family moved from the farm to a garage in town.  He brother got a job with Crown Lumber in 

Royalties.  Her father, Rudolph Gimbel and her brother Gordon Gimbel, both worked for the lumber yard.  

She took a job in the general store in Little Chicago, Longview. 

060 

When Gerry arrived in Turner Valley all the rooms were full in the boarding houses so he and the other 

man met the policeman who put them up in the heated shack beside the skating rink.  In the middle of the 

night the pop valve on the steam heater released some pressure and it scared Gerry badly.  In the morning 

they went south, stopping at each well, looking for work.  By 4 p.m. the arrived at Little Chicago, 

Longview.  He saw a steam boiler being moved on an athey wagon. 

090 

Joe Leighton hired him to build oilmen's shacks.  They eventually went into partnership.  They built one 

shack every two days.  He asked to sleep in the office building they had just built for the Eau Claire 

Lumber Company. 

120 

He had talked to Gene Denton of Anglo-Canadian about a job and Denton came looking for him.  He 

hired him away from the Eau Claire operation.  Anglo-Canadian needed someone who could climb to the 

top of a 90 foot high well servicing rig and align pipe. 

160 

In February, 1937 he met Gordon Gimbel, Mildred's brother, and decided that he wanted to meet her too.  

He was staying in a rooming house and ate his meals at Ma's, where he met Gordon Gimbel.   
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175 

Description of the oilmen's shacks.  Sized at 12 feet by 24 feet, with two rooms, they sold for $235.00.  

They were on two skids, not over eight feet apart so they could be pulled onto the back of a truck.  They 

also included a quarter pitch roof, wooden shingles and horizontal shiplap over grey paper covered with 

black tar paper.  Although he ran the shiplap on the horizontal on the oilmen's shacks, he put it on the 

diagonal on his own place.  Inside walls were unfinished.  Other details included three windows and one 

door, one by 6 inch or one by 8 inch boards on the roof and all studs and rafters were on two foot centres.  

The windows and doors came from Cushing Mills in Calgary.  The interior partition was sheathed on one 

side with a doorway but no door.  235 

Detailed construction process described.  They were paid piecework and made about $20.00 each day.  

He worked at that job for a few months.   

255 



  
One well dressed man bought two of the shacks, had them joined together with a small walkway and he 

set up a barber shop in one and a gambling joint in the other.  Walt was the man who set this up.  He came 

from Lethbridge and had a house of prostitution there.  The gambling was freehand, most poker.  The 

RCMP constable, George Smith's brother, tolerated poker but not blackjack.  When Smith arrived in the 

barber shop the gamblers changed over to poker.   

325 

There was a pile of dirt behind one of the Chinese restaurants and in that pile was a cache of bootleg 

liquor. 

335 

At Longview, or Little Chicago there was Eau Claire Lumber, McFarland Lumber and Crown Lumber.  

McFarland was the big timber supplier for the oil industry.  Royal Lumber opened in Royalties, or Little 

New York.  Their mills were west of Wetaskiwin.  Trucks brought lumber in 24 hours each day.  There 

were dozens of men building oilmen's shacks.   

350 

Description of the car roof system for roofing.  This system used rolled roofing and was much cheaper 

than a conventional roof. 

370 

Wax content in the wells was high so wells, about one mile deep, had to have their pipe all pulled and 

steam cleaned.   

"The only way you could lick this wax problem, was to load it on a truck, haul it 

to a boiler house, stick a steam hose through it and get it hot.  It was the dirtiest work.  

Cleaning a barn is fun in comparison to that.  This was a dirty job." 

400 

Description of his job at the top of the rig. 
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With a safety belt on, he made sure that each pipe was in line with the next one so that the threads would 

not cross.  Description of the duties of the crew.  They buried deadmen in the ground so they could use 

them as anchors.  The portable rig was made by Cardwell.  It was 90 feet tall and had four shivs, or 

pulleys at the top.  The legs of the rig were clamped together to make the full height.  They used a D8 

Caterpillar tractor to pull up the portable derrick. 

070 

He was just in his early 20s but was put in charge of a crew of 8 men.  It took about three days to pull all 

the pipe for a well.  It took about two weeks to service the well from start to finish.  The used a plumb 

cable, hung from the top of the rig, to tell them if the derrick was vertical.   

110 

The Caldwell draw-works ran off a power takeoff on the back of the D8 Caterpillar tractor.  Oilwell 

Supply brought in the Caterpillar tractor for the company.   

140 

One winter day he slid down the rope from the top of the rig and said he was quitting because it was so 

cold.  Toot Stewart talked him into staying. 

160 

They were eventually all laid off from the well servicing rig.  Gene Denton rehired him immediately as a 

full time carpenter foreman.  His first job was to build a small house for the fire engine, a primitive unit 

that was pulled by four men. 

175 

Description of the process for building meter houses, sometimes called dog houses.  The were 8 x 10 feet, 

metal covered outside, heated with steam heat and finished inside with Insulboard.  A little sloped desk 

finished the interior.  They also had one window and one door and corrugated metal on the outside. 



  

215 

He suggested that they build the meter houses at the main office instead of building each one at the well 

site.   

235 

Once Gene Denton asked him what trucks James and Reimer had for hauling oilfield equipment.  Gerry 

did not know but he found out.  He visited James and Reimer and took notes on all the trucks and 

reported back to Denton who said "Your got the dope on those trucks?"  Gerry said "Yeah, its right here" 

and reached for his book of notes.  Denton replied "Oh, that's fine.  So long as you know." 

270 

Ernie Carter, a truck driver for James and Reimer, could sing much better than his brother, Wilf Carter.  

His truck flipped on its side one day and Ernie got out very quickly. 

290 

There were no hard hats and little or no safety training.  When the Queen came to Canada in 1939, the St. 

John's Ambulance trained oil workers and they stood along 7th Avenue in Calgary.  The First Aid station 

was in the United Church. 

325 

Gene Denton told him to build a sawdust house.  Drillers used sawdust to fill voids in the wells.  He built 

it near the river.  Some of the sawdust was wet, caught fire and burned the storage house to the ground.  It 

was roofed with corrugated iron.  The sawdust came from sawmills at Millarville and Canmore.  The 

sawdust house was 30 by 40 feet with a steep roof. 

390 

He built all the furnishings for the interior of the Anglo-Canadian offices down on the plain by the 

Highwood River, south of Longview.   
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Description of building pumphouses.  They needed lots of water for their wells so they had to negotiate 

with a farmer, dressed in his rubber boots, with a shotgun over his shoulder, to get permission to pump 

water out of the lake on the farmers land.  Clarence Matthews, the company's public relations officer, 

talked to Mr. Olhauser.  They company did some road building and installed a cattle guard for the farmer.   

They filled the pumphouse with Waukasha pumps and converted the pumps to natural gas.  There were 

about five pumps in that pumphouse. 

085 

On July, 5, 1940 Gene Denton called him in.  "Hand, we you planning to get married?"  Gerry said he 

was and Gene told him to get married that very day so as to avoid having to go to war because Anglo-

Canadian needed him.  Gerry got Mildred from her job as a waitress, got her mother and sister and went 

to Calgary and got married.  Gene said "And hurry back because there's a war on."  When papers came 

through for Gerry to report for duty, Gene took care of the problem.  Gerry had to borrow a shirt to get 

married because his was in at the cleaners.   

135 

Ralph Will gave the recruiting officer the choice between oil and Gerry.  The officer allowed them to 

ignore the recruitment order. 

155 

The Drilling Contractors part of the company did the drilling and Anglo-Canadian did the operating part 

of the business.  Drilling Contractors drilled for many other companies as well. 

165 

They built boxes on the back of trucks to serve as busses.  Gerry got seats from the streetcars that were no 

longer being used in Calgary. 

210 

When George Delsing put on the plywood inside these truck boxes Gerry made him align all the brass 

screws so the slots ran up and down. 



  

230 

Gene Denton's background.  His wife was as good or better an engineer than Gene.   

260 

Ralph Will's background.  He was an expert at fishing out a drill bit if it broke off in the hole.   

320 

Description of the broken drilling pipe fishing process.   

345 

Description of his house.  He built it in 1940 and later sold it to W.O. Mitchell who moved it to High 

River and built onto it.  It is still in use today. 

380 

Gerry got an old car, cut off the back and made a truck out of it.  Rationing during the war made it hard to 

get tires.   
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Mike Tesluk once made him a rim for his front wheel at the side of the road.  With his welding torch he 

cut a steel rim and Gerry used that wheel until he sold the truck. 

020 

Gerry built a swinging bridge across the Highwood River for Anglo-Canadian and during the flood one 

year, he extended the height of the A-frames so as to prevent the river from taking out the bridge. This 

incident happened in 1943 and the flood passed underneath. 

070 

Incident where he thought he was going to lose his job.  The James and Reimer truck driver drove too fast 

and caused a lot of damage to the house so they had to fix it up.  Gerry hired a water well driller to drill a 

well for the house.  Gerry authorized special casing and when all the bills came through he was shocked 

at the total cost.  He though he was going to lose his job but Clarence Matthews put his arm around his 

shoulder and said "That's the way you do it in the oilfield - get the job done." 

130 

The oilfield seemed a very rich place compared to the poverty of the farm.  One guy got a job running an 

oil and gas separator based on the fact that he had run a cream separator on the farm.   

145 

Mildred moved to the Longview, Little Chicago area in 1938.  The area was busy.  She worked for Mr. 

Gutman and Henry Funk at the Longview General Store.  She sold an alarm clock to a young man who 

needed to get up early in the morning.  The young man asked her to go to the dance or the show that 

evening and she eventually married him, Gerry Schultz. 

175 

Mildred worked as a waitress at the Modelette Cafe and the Twin Cities Hotel.  She was at the Cafe the 

day they got married.  They borrowed a car from Harold and Muriel Davis, the owners of the Cafe and 

went to Calgary and got married.  They danced at the dance pavilion at Bowness Park and they moved 

into their new house the next day.  A water barrel supplied water and they bought water from the man 

who drove the water truck.  They converted their wood stove to gas.  They had a little space heater in the 

front room.  They also had power.  Garbage was just burned in the back alley at a flare.  They paid 

nothing for the gas.  They also had an outhouse but theirs did not have heat.   

250 

Gerry read a poem about the day they got married. 

290 

They had four children, the oldest born in the High River hospital.  There were many children in the south 

end.  Gerry built a tricycle for their first child.   

310 



  

In 1945 Gerry quit the oil industry and went into business selling lumber products.  E.T. Chritchly 

suggested he buy a lot in Camrose and set up his business there.  They sold their house to W.O. Mitchell 

for about $1200.00.  Bill had no car so Gerry drove him out to look at it and the deal was done. 

350 

They lived in a two wheeled trailer while they built the business in Camrose.  The factory built doors, 

windows and cabinets.  They built unit doors and windows long before that system was common.  A 

company offered him much more than he thought it was worth so he sold it to them.  The sold out in the 

fall of 1949. 
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Discussion of Gerry's career after the oil industry. 

100 

He sold out again and started selling for another company.  When he retired he got two ounces of gold for 

every year he worked for the company. 

170 

They rented a lot for $2.35 per month when they lived at the south end of the Turner Valley oilfield. 

185 

They played softball on oil company teams.  Lyle Caspell played ball.  They also often went fishing on 

the Highwood River.  They attended a nondenominational church in Longview.  They played chrokinole 

with church people. 

205 

One day he went to Guy Weadick's ranch and installed doors.  Gene Denton sent Gerry and Mildred out 

to do this for Guy and Anglo-Canadian paid his wages for that day. 

230 

Crime was relatively minor.  One man named Bill Bowie, working with Gerry in the early days, went to 

the opening dance for Rex Warman's store.  Bill was thirsty so he and Gerry got a mickey from the 

bootlegger.  Gerry took a drink and handed it to Bill and just then the policeman got Bill.  The other 

policeman tried but could not catch Gerry.  When Bill reappeared he wanted Gerry to help him pay the 

$15.00 fine but Gerry said to him "If you let them catch you with a bottle, you can pay for it."   

280 

Gerry cannot remember a red light house in the south end.  Walt Bateman ran a gambling joint in the 

south end. 

300 

The Hells Half Acre flare was flaring when he arrived in the oilfield.  It was a common tourist attraction.  

The sky was bright throughout the night due to the flares. 

330 

*** Story about the Texan who was showed the Hells Half Acre flare.  He said "Well, its a big one, but 

the Houston fire department could put that out." 

350 

Gordon and Gerry made wooden skis and tried to ski down the big hill by Longview.   

395 

Discussion of the Purity 99 plant.  The smell of the gas "was a good smell to me."  A few houses burned 

down.   

410 

Bill Robinson story. 
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Bill Robinson story continued.  He had a hemp rope in the trunk of his car and it got tangled in the tires of 

the car and flipped it into the ditch, killing Bill.  Bill gambled and once rolled dice for $1000.00.  When 



  

they got to a coffee shop at the south end of Calgary, Bill counted the money he made gambling and he 

had over $7000.00 in cash. 

025 

Discussion of the Turner Valley Oilers.  Elmer Piper was the coach.  The players were on the payroll of 

various companies.  Sometimes there were so many cars going to the hockey games that the dust hung 

thick on the road. 

050 

End of interview. 


