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000 

The interview began with us setting up for lunch in Bill's office at the University of Calgary. 

030 

Bill bought a house from Gerry Schultz and moved it in from Longview to High River. 

050 

Discussion of Bert Sheppard. 

060 

Fraser Hunt owned the land that is now the Eden Valley reserve.  Helen Keller visited his ranch.  He 

wrote a book called My Neighbour, the Prince.  Stories about the Prince of Wales.   

140 

Conflict between ranchers and the seismic crews were common.   

"They caused dreadful hickups in the water supply....The other thing was the 

regular fart stink with the prevailing westerly winds, with great regularity.  The 

euphemism for it now is sour gas.  Well, I got news for them.  It wasn't sour, it smelled 

just like a fart, or decaying, rotting, lockjaw steer or whatever.  The organic breakdown 

of stuff." 

160 

Bill worked a year as the station agent at Eden Valley.   

175 

Guy Weadick was another local. 

180 

The natives did not get along very well with the oil industry.  The ranchers and settlers only used the 

natives for some of the more menial work.  There were confrontations between the natives and settlers in 

the later years. 

250 

The Fraser Hunt ranch became an indian reservation. 

265 

George Pocaterra met his wife in Italy. 

270 

Raymond Patterson had the Buffalo Head Ranch.  Bill never met him. 

295 

Between 1936 and 1945 Bill wrote for the Calgary Herald and worked for CFAC. 

340 

Hollywood discovered the area for movies. 

450 

A man from Hollywood said that the mountains were very sexy. 

540 

Bill would have liked to be a finished carpenter if he had not been a writer.  The good carpenters are 

artists. 

580 

Social classes did not mix much in the small towns. 
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000 



  

Bill used to make stink bombs in medical school with chemicals that made hydrogen sulphide.   

070 

He attributes the success of his children to their growing up in the foothills of the Rockies.  His son says 

that all arts are indivisible and in his graduate research he approached Blake from the visual arts as well 

as from his literature.  "That closer bonding to the living whole meant everything to their later life." 

175 

Discussion of Aberhart and his recall in 1938. 

240 

Bill has no use for politicians. 

270 

Discussion of Aberhart, Social Credit and Manning.  The end of the Farmers Party was sad as far as Bill 

is concerned. 

300 

Bill did not have time to be involved in politics because he was to busy looking for work.  "It's been a 

little bit of discomfort to me that I wasn't more responsible and more interested in politics.  I guess its 

why God intended me to be an artist.  Its the only thing humans do that doesn't involve an adversarial 

relationship."    

340 

Discussion of the Schintz family. 

370 

The remittance men were common in the area.   

415 

The elite and wealthy got soft core pornography from Europe. 

440 

Some locals always tried to endear themselves to anyone from England in order to get to meet the Prince 

of Wales. 

530 

Most of the other people in the area did not care much for the connection to the Queen of England. 

565 

There was not much respect for the British that came over to the area, perhaps because many of them 

were the outcasts from England. 
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000 

Discussion about Jacques de Foras, who lives in High River.  

065 

Characteristics of the old men in the communities. 

080 

The locals did not like bank managers. 

100 

Discussion about how he got his first break and a publisher for his first book. 

145 

People did not trust their bankers.   

190 

"The British were held in more distaste than ever the Americans were." 

250 

Many of the first Americans that came into the Turner Valley area were running from the law.  Clem 

Hanson, for one, went by an assumed name and came from Texas to get away from the law.  Some of the 

men were wanted for murder in the southern states. 

330 



  

There were big balls and parties in this part of the country.  Although life was rough, many of them had 

fancy clothes for these special occasions. 

345 

Polo was an important part of social life in the area. 

370 

A discussion of flares. 

400 

The Bews family and the Mitchell family knew each other quite well when Bill worked at the Eden 

Valley reserve. 

470 

Discussion of Pat Burns and that he could not read or write. 

515 

Fishing was a favourite way for Bill to escape his writing.  Although he told his wife that he was thinking 

about writing while he was fishing, he says that is never what he was doing, he was just fishing. 

600 

Discussion about other writers and his troubles with their unusual performances. 
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055 

Recount of the great Calgary art scam.  He is using this story in his new book. 

150  

Details of the insurance scams that exist for art works. 

230 

End of interview. 


