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000 

Biographical information about Gordon Minue.  He was born on a farm near Okotoks in 1909.  The farm 

was 800 acres, some of it in cultivation.  He was one of seven children.  He attended school in Okotoks, 

one year in the Calgary Normal School and then summer school at the University of Alberta in 

Edmonton. 

018 

His first recollection of the oilfield was a visit to the uncontrolled fire at Royalite #4 which was put out 

with steam.  The whole family came over to see it in a Ford Model T one evening. 

030 

He took a job working for Royalite on a separator just north of Turner Valley.  He stayed at that job for 

three months.  There were three wells to watch and he worked shifts.  He stayed at the Royalite 

bunkhouse and ate at the Chinese restaurant.  Wages were $5.00 per day. 

048 

An opening came in 1929 at the town school so he took it.  A year later he took the principalship of a two 

room school north of town, the North Turner Valley School.  That school went up through grade 8.  He 

taught there for 10 years before he returned to the town school.   

070 

The children were quite smart from these schools and many went to university and got good jobs.  There 

were a few American children but they moved on after the boom. 

090 

He bought his current house for $100.00 and has lived in it since the early days.  He added onto the house 

and brought in water and sewer, gas and electricity. 

100 

Sandy McNabb delivered groceries from the Royalite to families in need.  He delivered the groceries for 

at least 5 years.   

120 

His teaching job payed $100.00 per month and he felt quite rich at the time. 

130 

A lot of the teachers in the prairies during the 1930s did not get paid as well or as regularly as those in the 

oilfield.  

140 

He taught school until he retired in 1972.  Women school teachers were prevented from getting married in 

the 1930s.  He got married in 1934 to a bank teller from Okotoks, Elsie Lineham. 

165 

Society Heights, where the Royalite managers lived, was somewhat removed from the town but they 

mixed quite well with the rest of the community.  Sam Coultis, Roland Thompson, Mr. Peacock and 

others lived on the hill. 

185 

He joined the golf course in the late 1930s and is still a member.  He fished and hunted only a bit. 

195 

A normal day lasted from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  During summers he attended summer school for 7 or 9 

summers.  He took courses in education but after the interview was over he said that he did not ever get 

his education degree. 

210 



  

The smell of the gas plant was bad if the wind came from the east. 

225 

WWII gave a lot of employment to people in the area.  Rationing caused shortages of sugar and gasoline.  

He walked to the North Turner Valley school for all ten years.  He got a car in 1947. 

250 

He was principal and taught whatever classes the other teachers could not fill.  He taught math, art and 

other classes.  He taught in the hall while they built onto the school.  The school operated in shifts for a 

few months during the boom, a morning and afternoon shift in order to provide enough classes for all the 

students. 

275 

He played cards and golf for entertainment.  He curled in the winter but seldom visited the swimming 

pool.  The children played baseball and hockey.  One year the school had a physical education teacher and 

some years a music teacher but those specialty teachers were hard to keep due to financial considerations. 

310 

Sidewalks and roads were bad in the early years.  He did not get involved in the politics of the town until 

the 1950s.   

330 

He was in Okotoks the night the Social Credit won the election.  Americans moving to Alaska were very 

interested in the Social Credit movement.  He liked the Social Credit.  From what he remembers, Bill 

Morrison resigned his riding so that Premier Aberhart could represent the Okotoks-High River riding.  

The Social Credit did well as a result of the oil business.  Teachers went on a pay schedule as the result of 

the wealth of the oil industry. 

405 

In 1938 or 1939 he got a pay raise to $165.00 per month from $100.00 and the teachers felt quite rich. 

415 

Barney Halpin, the newspaper editor, was "to a certain extent, a character." "He was clever." 

435 

The Hell's Half Acre flare was so loud that the teachers at the school had to shout over the noise.  The 

waste did not bother the people at the time but in retrospect the waste was bad.  The Conservation Board 

"ruined everything" and shut down many wells.  He went shooting rabbits in the middle of the night due 

to the light of the flares.  Although he went rabbit hunting, he is quite sure he never hit anything.  Shafts 

of light rose above the flares high into the darkness of the night. 

500 

Accidents with gas were common as the gas was not regulated.  Gas cost $3.50 per month from McLeod 

Oil Company.  He bought naphtha and burned it in his car. 

520 

When he was mayor he tried to get the water installed but it was voted down.  The next year the 

resolution passed but by that time the interest rate on the money to install the water rose from 2.25% to 

3.25%.  It cost $121,000 to install the water. 

540 

His wife was very busy at the church with music and choir. 

550 

At first Royalite had a doctor.  The Landers, Dr. Harry Lander and Dr. David Lander were very good 

doctors.  They had offices in Black Diamond.  Mrs. Rose LaRosee ran the first hospital.  Royalite had a 

first aid shack and later a hospital was built near the river. 

590 

Crime was minimal. "So many men, you know what I mean, and so few women."   
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Alcohol was available at the Black Diamond Hotel.  A lot of oilfield business happened in the bar.  Eddie 

Glenn was a bootlegger and Pete Crow ran a gambling joint.  High River was the closest liquor store so 

the lazy ones went to the bootleggers. 

025 

The red light houses included one in the downtown area and another west of town. 

030 

The policeman was moved out at one point but even then the crime was minimal.   

045 

A little girl drowned during one of the floods. 

055 

Fires, including one at the south end in the 1930s, did quite a bit of damage. 

060 

George Pocaterra was someone his father knew. 

070 

Hydrogen sulphide accidents killed a number of men, including Art Martin.  Many had encounters with 

the gas but only a few died. 

080 

The rock pressure on the well that he worked at was 1800 pounds. 

090 

Hells Half Acre was a tourist attraction.  Even though it was half a mile away, the stove in the school 

shook all the time from the vibrations caused by the flare.  "It looked just like hell.  Just the flare out 

against the other bank.  Just coming out there with a howl.  All these wells howled.  We never minded 

them."  Some unemployed men slept near the flares for warmth. 

115 

The south end development was quite distant from his experience.  Many of the people moved to that end 

of the field in the late 1930s. 

125 

Dances were common events, nearly every weekend.  "You paid a quarter if you had a quarter."  The 

current Legion was a dance hall near the plant.  The Log Cabin also had dances.  Bottles circulated at the 

dances and the police from Okotoks checked up on the liquor. 

150 

He worked some summers for Royalite.  Mostly is was quite safe but some of the men could be quite 

dangerous.  He worked as labourer and did whatever was needed.  A union tried to form and the oil 

companies did not like the idea.  The Industrial Council seemed to work quite well. 

180 

End of interview. 

 


