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Tape 1 - Side 1 

000 

Biographical information about Tom Trotter. 

Born on June 23, 1904 at Aylmer, Ontario. 

Moved to Calgary in 1905. 

His father opened a shoe store in Calgary in downtown Calgary. 

020 

Went into horse breeding. 

Ranched at the Bow Cliff Ranch between the 12 and 13 mile posts west of Calgary along the main line of 

the CPR. 

034 

Ralph Wilberforce Trotter was his father's full name. 

043 

His father was appointed to a tribunal to decide who could be allowed to avoid war duty. 

050 

He lived on the north hill of Calgary and attended King George School and Crescent Heights High 

School.  Bill Aberhart taught him and was a good teacher.  He once substituted for a French teacher and 

Aberhart's "pronunciation was rather strange." 

070 

He sold magazines during the summer of 1923 and in the fall stooked for a month near Irricana and then 

thrashed for 42 days.  Pay was $6 per day plus board.  Then he worked for Birks at Christmas in the mail 

order department. 

090 

January 11, 1924, he started work as a sample boy at the Imperial Oil refinery in Calgary.  He lived at 

Bowness and travelled all the way across the city on the streetcar to get to work.  Pay was $.30 per hour.  

Floyd Lantz was his boss, the chief chemist.  Lantz's sister taught Tom French in highschool. 

115 

On February 2, 1925, he went to work for Sam Coultis as a lab assistant in the gas plant in Turner Valley.  

He later worked looking after the producing wells and the personnel that worked at them. 

140 

Details of workings of the first scrubbing plant.  Soda ash was used to purify the sour gas.  He lived in the 

Royalite camp and ate at the cookhouse in the camp.  Single rooms in the bunkhouse housed each man 

and a gas stove provided heat. 
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160 

He was married in 1931 and took over a house at the top of the hill in the Royalite management housing 

area.  His wife's maiden name was Edith Lucy King.  She was from Millarville.  Tom met her through her 

brother, William (Bill) King, a driller at Royalite #5.  She graduated as a nurse in 1930 from a school in 

Vancouver. 

185 

By 1931 he was in charge of production and did a lot of driving every day.  Roads were bad.  Carried tire 

chains and puts hundreds of chains on cars.   

200 



 
On January 1, 1938 the pipeline division of Royalite Oil Company was formed.  Tom was appointed as 

superintendent by Sam Coultis.  His duties included building all the pipelines for the whole field.  After 

about three years, the company was renamed Valley Pipeline.  Coultis moved to Calgary as president of 

Valley Pipeline. 

235 

Conservation Board personnel included Vern Taylor, Don Mackenzie and Gordon Connell.  Both Vern 

Taylor and Don Mackenzie went to Toronto and rose within the ranks of Imperial Oil. 

260 

Details of Sam Coultis.  Came from Forest, Ontario in 1912 to Calgary.  He was a pharmacist and was 

educated in Michigan. 

285 

Valley Pipeline gathered the oil from the wells in the field and shipped it through three pipelines to the 

Imperial and British American refineries in Calgary.  The company was a public utility. 

305 

The Valley Pipeline built the lines and buried them below frost line, about six feet deep.  A ditching 

machine, diesel powered, dug the trenches for the pipelines.  All the early machinery came from the 

United States.  The Gaso pumps came from Tulsa, Oklahoma.  345 

Employees who served in the war received their full pay from the company.  Women drove busses for the 

oil companies.  Gordon Connell's wife was one of the bus drivers. 

365 

Security during the war included locking the gates and arming the pipeline men with shotguns.  Each 

operator in the plant had a shotgun.   

395 

Royalite had a manned searchlight on top of the hill and it played over the plant in a random pattern.  Bob 

Trammel, as superintendent for Royalite, installed the light.  All supervisors had Model 94 .3030 

Winchester rifles. 
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000 

Wartime restrictions included gasoline and food rationing with tickets. 
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025 

Pipelines were regularly inspected by the linewalkers.  The leaks were caused by corrosion.  Cathodic 

protection helped limit the corrosion. 

040 

Linewalkers walked half way to Calgary the first day and stayed in a shack.  The second day they walked 

to Calgary.  The third day they checked line in the city and then walked back on the fourth and fifth days.  

Adam Blacklock was one of the linewalkers. 

065 

Tom worked as superintendent of the Valley Pipeline Company until 1955.  He then became field 

manager for Royalite.  He was the last field manager.  He worked in Turner Valley until 1958 when he 

was moved to Calgary. 

085 

He was appointed the construction manager for service stations in the west.  Royalite only used one 

design while he was in charge.  It was probably designed by Royalite engineers.  He worked at this 

position in Calgary until he went to work for Alberta Gas Trunkline.  He worked for Mr. Hunt and they 

built the line.  He retired in 1966 and kept an in an apartment in Calgary. 

125 



 
Upon retirement, he sold some of his property in Millarville and went on the ship "Canberra" to Australia.  

Every evening he dressed in a tuxedo and his wife in an evening dress for dinner.  They travelled in first 

class and sat near the Captain's table.  They stayed for six months and visited his son.  They also saw lots 

of wildlife. 

170 

They rented a house on a ranch north of Millarville after returning from Australia.  They built a house on 

land near Millarville in 1974.  He now has a house on 120 acres, 1.5 miles southeast of the town, south of 

the river.  He has an unobstructed view of 30 miles of mountains. 

200 

For 60 years he hunted big game.  In 1925, the roads went far up into the mountains.  He sometimes took 

packhorses but mostly used a car and just did day trips.  In 55 years, he shot 110 head of big game, except 

white tailed deer because there were none in the area when he was hunting.  The fire of 1936 forced the 

elk back into the area from the Elk River area of British Columbia. Freddie Nash was the ranger in the 

area and he stopped the fire from crossing into the Sheep Creek valley. 

260 

Tom hunted with Ken Doze, a Haliburton man from the United States.  He later hunted with John Dodds, 

Tom's son-in-law. 

275 

A grizzly story up Junction Creek, off the Sheep Creek with Ken Doze.  Tom shot a goat and a grizzly the 

same day and got back very early the next morning.  Had to get a horse from the ranger's wife in order to 

get the bear skin out.  This story took place in 1937. 
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000 

Talked about Norma Piper and George Pocatera and meeting them in later years in Calgary. 

025 

Tom was president of the Turner Valley Golf Club.  They also had dances.  The Legion opened after the 

war.  The Turner Valley Oilers, the hockey team, included men who worked for Tom at Valley Pipeline. 

045 

He fished on the Highwood River and Sheep Creek.  He and his brother once hiked to the Picklejar Lakes 

and caught 40 fish in one hour, eight to ten inches long.  They were Cutthroat trout.  They ate half the 

bunch that night.  Goat meat was the bait. 

065 

Tom played poker before he got married.  He made a salary of $200 per month when he got married.  

Hours were cut and for a while he only got $181 per month.  Sometimes thousands of dollars were lost at 

the gambling tables.  Two fellows made enough at the poker table one night that they went into Calgary 

and bought a car. 

090 

Sour gas was a problem and caused some accidents.  Fire dangers were present but were quite well 

contained. 

115 

Medical attention was provided by first aid men.  They used iodine extensively. 

130 

Tom recounted the details of an injury he experienced.  A gas gauge blowout at Foothills #1 well messed 

up his face.  Jack Keith drove him to the doctor in Turner Valley.  The doctor said he thought Tom would 

have a hairlip as a result so he asked to go to Calgary.  Dr. F.D. Wilson in Calgary said "You're not 

married yet, are you? We will have to fix you up."  

175 



 
David Lander and Harry Lander were two of the best doctors in the field.  They were known as Dr. Harry 

and Dr. Dave.  Dr. Dave made many house calls for Tom Trotter's children. 

200 

Tom was trained in the laboratory by Sam Coultis. 

210 

The children went to school in Turner Valley and later in Calgary.  All three children attended Central 

High School in Calgary. 

225 

The swimming pool entertained the children.  His eldest daughter was a lifeguard at the pool.  Water that 

went through the engines at the compressor plant went into the pool by the river.  The kids also played 

hockey.  His wife played golf and rode horses.  The whole family went into the mountains, hiking.  

Children also learned to ride. 

265 

First bought land in the Millarville area in 1942. 

282 

Mr. King came from Okotoks with the payroll from the Royal Bank to the plant.  Fowler's Store and the 

post office were the only businesses when Tom first arrived in Turner Valley. 

305 

Fred McCall flew to Turner Valley once, bringing nitroglycerine. 

315 

Churches in the area included the church at Millarville, Anglican and United churches in Turner Valley. 

330 

Busses transported people to Calgary.  Trains only came as close as Okotoks. 

370 

During the 1930s, Royalite gave hampers of food to many people who had no work.  Tom delivered some 

of these hampers. 

390 

A flare near the plant allowed the men to fish at night in the Sheep River.  Ducks and geese frequented the 

flares. 

415 

Hell's Half Acre discussion.  How it was lit.  Tom tied a cotton rag to a piece of weighted wire and soaked 

it with gasoline.  Then he lit the rag and flung the burning rag into the path of the gas.  The gas then 

ignited and it was important to keep the wind behind the man lighting the flare. 
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000 

The gas at Hell's Half Acre came from the gas plant. 

017 

Royalite #2 gas leaks out through the riverbank upstream from the plant.  There is no way to stop the gas 

leak and flare.   

030 

Discussion of the ski hill, northwest of Turner Valley.  A rope tow, powered by a Valley Pipeline engine, 

pulled the skiers to the top of the hill.   

055 

End of interview. 


