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000 

Biographical information about Jean McLeod.  She was born at Miniota, Manitoba in 1911.  Her father, 

George, was a baggageman on the Canadian Pacific Railway.  Both her parents came from Scotland.  Her 

mother, Margaret Victoria Grant, was a practical nurse.  They were married in 1910.  The doctors advised 

George to move west due to his asthma so they moved to Alberta.   

030 

When she started school the lessons were in French half the day and in English the other half and all her 

playmates spoke French.   

035 

They moved to the Hand Hills, south of Delia, Alberta, in 1918.  The cattle died in the cold winter and 

George took up sheep farming.  She road horse to school in Delia.  She graduated from the Calgary 

General Hospital nurses' training program in 1931 and went to work there.  The training program lasted 

three years.  They wore high-topped boots and worked twelve hour shifts.  She and two other nurses took 

a job in Great Falls, Montana shortly after graduation.  When she returned she took a job supervising the 

nursery at the General Hospital in Calgary. 

065 

She met James Smith McLeod through her sister-in-law who was also a nurse.  He came to Turner Valley 

in July of 1929.  Jim worked for Spooner Oils at first, but never got payed.  He was a good card player 

and made some money on cards the first winter.  The family started up a store in the early 1930s on two 

lots whose buildings were demolished in a fire.  They moved in two buildings onto the lots and opened a 

store.  Percy Willis ran a clothing store.   

085 

Description of the 1930s.  She got $4.00 per day for 12 hour duty.  She had to pay good money for her 

shoes as she was on her feet all day.  During nurses' training she got no pay for the first three months.  

After she successfully completed the trial period she got a nurses' cap and $6.00 per month pay for the 

remainder of the first year.  The second year the pay was $12.00 per month and the third year it rose to 

$18.00 each month. 

095 

She met Jim when she came out to Turner Valley with his sister for a visit.  Jim had a crush on a "little 

redhead" in their nursing class and did not even notice Jean at first.  They were married in June, 1937.   

105 

Jean never formally nursed in the oilfields but she helped many people with their injuries.  Carmen Alger 

came to the door one day with a badly injured hand and she fixed his hand with a splint and dressings.  

She helped Dr. Harry Lander deliver Charles Sheppard in the house behind the Sheppard garage.  It was 

her first and only maternity case in a home.  One of the Mason boys badly injured his knee and she helped 

the doctors stitch it up.  Mrs. LaRosee had a maternity hospital in the first few years.  Dr. Harry Lander 

stitched up the Mason boy's knee while smoking a cigar over the open wound. 

135 

Mrs. Burke and Miss McLeod opened the first real hospital, down by the river.  Mrs. Burke was the wife 

of Doctor Burke from High River but he had died.  Both these women were registered nurses.  The 

hospital opened in late 1939.  The only physicians in the area were Dr. Harry Lander and Dr. David 

Lander.  They dealt with very serious cases including the accident when Gordon Webster lost his legs at a 

pipeline rupture.   

168 



 

Her oldest daughter had polio so she nursed her through the sickness and Dr. Harry Lander visited every 

day to check on the daughter.   

190 

She helped with the Guides, only golfed a few times even though she is still a social member of the golf 

club.  She then went to work in the store after her husband broke his leg badly in a car accident.   

200 

The store had clothing, dry goods and charge accounts.  Cliff Vandergrift owed up to $900.00 after a 

summer but he always came in with the cash.  Jean was a good collector but even she could not collect 

from some of the clients.  Lawrence and Beatrice Barker were good customers at the store.  Bea made 

hand-made chocolates at Christmas and they sold them through the store.  The McLeods took the Barkers 

into Calgary for Lawrence's operations as they did not have a car.   

225 

The Indians came from Eden Valley with government cheques.  The indians often wrote letters requesting 

supplies.  One letter read: "The elements haven't been very good with me this week.  But I need all these 

things."  The list included many things including potato chips and coke.  Things had not been good for 

Jean that week either as she had a husband in the hospital and had also had to arrange a funeral.  So she 

wrote back: "Dear Archie: I am giving you the necessities that you need.  The elements haven't been very 

good with me too."  Archie Dickson was the man's name and he is still alive.  Although the indians could 

have shopped in High River, many of them came to Turner Valley to shop from her husband as he gave 

credit, often to those who did not deserve it. 

The paperwork involved in selling to the indians included five slips of paper, in duplicate, that had to be 

sent to Edmonton.  The government then took three or four months to pay the invoices.   

270 

Some of the indians were good at paying their bills.  Once she got a letter of introduction from Archie for 

another indian.  Archie said that this new man wanted to make trade but that "they would find him better 

than Archie."  She did not trust them. 

285 

Jim had a hobby of raising shetland ponies and he sold some for as much as $700.00. 

290 

She worked at the store from 8 a.m. till about 6 p.m. six days each week and sometimes people came by 

on Sunday for a few things.  After Jim's second stroke they sold the store. 

300 

Recollections of hard times in the prairies.  Financing the store was very hard.  They had to have a bank 

loan in order to keep the stock on the shelves.  When they sold the store in 1970 there was $15,000.00 on 

credit and the new owner made many enemies by trying to collect it.  She got some of it by talking to 

them quietly and reminding them of their debts. 

340 

She lived in a small house when they first moved to Turner Valley.  The first house had only one 

bedroom.  Milk cost 5 cents per quart and was delivered to the door.  The dairy and cows were west of 

town.  A story about an attempt to make wine with raspberries.  The wine popped in the night and got all 

over the winter clothes in the closet.  A later attempt to make wine ended when it disappeared after the 

plumbers spent an extra long time in the basement.  They lived in two rental places before they built her 

current home for $800.00 in 1959.  They bought the land for the house from Slim McDonald.  The 

furnace was put in afterwards as were the water and the plumbing.  They had a garbage fire pit in the back 

yard where gas burned and they disposed of the garbage in the fire.  She later threw some morphine down 

the outhouse hole in order to get rid of it.  The morphine came in little tubes, in a case, and was part of her 

nursing kit.   

445 

The children attended school adjacent to the house.  Dr. Victor Graham was a school teacher in the early 

years and boarded with the McLeods.  Stan Parrot, an artist at Bragg Creek now, was a school teacher in 

Turner Valley.  The children walked to the high school at the current golf clubhouse.   



 

485 

Jim and Jean square danced, went to horse shows and played cards with friends.  Pete Crow ran one 

gambling joint and another man ran another one behind Campbell's store.  There were red light houses 

before she arrived.  She was instrumental in getting the local history book started. 

530 

Boarding houses fed and put up men who worked at the plant.  Geraldine Whitney is the daughter of Mrs. 

Watchhorn, a lady who ran one of the boarding houses.  Mrs. Yost ran a boarding house too and the Log 

Cabin also boarded people.  Mrs. Falardo cooked at the Royalite bunkhouse.   

585 

They played cards with Joe and Irene Korczynski and others. 

600 

Barney Halpin had the newspaper.  "I know that he was very clever."  

 

Tape 1 Side 2 

000 

Other businesses in the town included two butcher shops, Fowler's store and the drug store.  The McLeod 

store was a social centre.  On Saturday night the ranchers came in to get supplies and then went to the 

movies.  Joe Fischer was one of the cowboys who visited the store.   

030 

The United Church minister when they arrived was Mr. Bell.  Jean's class from nursing school meets 

annually in May at the Palliser Hotel. 

045 

The old United Church had a very worn out hardwood floor.  There were as many as 120 children in the 

Sunday School.  The women called themselves the Willing Workers instead of the United Church 

Women.  The women had turkey dinners to raise money and sold baked goods in the McLeod store. 

065 

Helen Holden was a Grade 1 teacher at the primary school. 

067 

The Willing Workers decided to clean the floor at the church one day but as they were walking over to the 

church Irene Korczynski informed the women that she and Joe were buying a new floor for the church.  

When they church was torn down in 1990, the floor the Korczynski's supplied was sold.  The red rug on 

the platform was a rug on which Queen Elizabeth had walked.  The church picnic was a common event 

and the McLeods supplied soft drinks for the church picnics.  The Pentecostal church building came in the 

early days and the Anglican church in later days. 

095 

Three men were killed in a hydrogen sulphide accident in the north end of the field.  George Godkin was 

badly burned in a gas explosion and the community raised money to send him to a hospital in Rochester, 

New York for treatment.  Accidents were common.  The first ambulance was manned by Percy Wray, Al 

Ostroski, Tommy Hayhurst and others.  Bert Sheppard needed the ambulance and due to the poor 

condition of the vehicle he bought a new one for the community. 

125 

The flares smelled badly and lit up the night sky.  The McLeods also ran a clothing store in Royalties. 

135 

They had no garden but she had flowers and planted trees all around her house.   

150 

Their family had ponies and chuckwagons which they took to parades including the Calgary Stampede.  

In the winter they hooked up a cutter to the horses.  She curled and won a tea set for her efforts.  The 

curling rink leaked water through the roof. She also bowled but never swam at the pool as she was nearly 

drowned as a child and did not like the water.  Her children all learned to swim and skate and they also 

skied.  Some of the boys wrecked the machinery for the ski lift.   

175 



 

They also played the horse races in Calgary at the Stampede grounds and at Chinook Park.  The children 

also played baseball and belonged to Guides and Brownies and took music lessons.  They had a piano but 

she never learned to play. 

185 

Social Credit "was pretty good" and she used her $25.00 Social Credit payment to buy a mirror that hangs 

in her living room.  Jim ran as a Progressive Conservative candidate for the provincial legislature in the 

1960s and lost to the Social Credit.  People in the area were quite pleased with Premier Aberhart and she 

does not remember the recall.  The Social Credit meetings were held at the Log Cabin. 

230 

There were many Americans here in the early days.  "It got to be more like a little American town.  If you 

lived here and went to some place else, you'd notice quite a difference in the people's outlook.  Things 

were speeded up here on the account of the oil business."  They Americans bought more things in the 

store, fancy things.  Mr. Wilker, Mr. Houston and Mr. Reed all were American bosses and moved on to 

other areas.  Fred Cameron came from Petrolia, Ontario.   

265 

In the late 1940s many people moved to Leduc and other areas.  Jim considered moving away but they 

stayed in Turner Valley. 

275 

During the war the store had to keep track of rationing coupons and she licked many stamps.  Sugar was 

in short supply but their family did not suffer.   

300 

The town people liked the gas plant and its workers.  Now the old timers meet often at funerals.   

315 

Discussion of the smell of the gas plant.  "I didn't think very much of it.  It used to make me sick at my 

stomach.  It was just like rotten eggs.  You could smell it for miles.  I'm sure it made me sick at times." 

320 

They could see the light from the Hells Half Acre flare at her home in Delia, over 100 miles from Turner 

Valley. 

325 

Many have died of cancer in Turner Valley but she is not sure if that is related to the gas in the area.  

Teachers died of cancer too and there was asbestos on the pipes in the school. 

355 

Turner Valley was known as a shack town.  Many of the houses were on skids for ease of moving.   

370 

Roads were very bad after every rain and during the spring breakup.  Food was flown in by airplane 

during one blizzard and dropped near downtown.  On one occasion, the gas went off so they used the 

converted wood stove as a wood stove again and kept five babies warm in the kitchen.  

400 

Jim got her and took her to the site of the Mercury 99 fire and explosion.  She took a short movie of the 

explosion and fire.  She was at the kitchen window and she felt the shock of the explosion.  The day was 

very cold, in the winter.  They stayed for about 30 minutes at the plant before they got cold and went 

home.  Some of the houses from that plant were moved into Turner Valley.   

440 

They went to many kinds of dances.  They had a Rose Ball at the Legion in Turner Valley.  They also 

went to dances in Okotoks and Millarville.  The Millarville dances often included fights.   

465 

When the engineers put in the new road between Turner Valley and Black Diamond the flood the next 

year took it out.  A young boy drowned under the river ice and the rescuers had to dynamite the river to 

find the body.  Two other times little girls were drowned in the Sheep River.  Car accidents were 

common.  One man died at an accident at the rock cut between Turner Valley and Black Diamond.  She 



 

got a speeding ticket north of town just after the road was fixed.  She has had four speeding tickets over 

the years.   

555 

End of interview. 
 


