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Tape 1 Side 1 

000 

Discussion of how wells were drilled in the early years in Turner Valley, with cable tool technology.  

How tools were dressed.  The anvil weighed about 400 pounds.  The drill bit was hit with a sledge 

hammer and dressed to a six inch wide size.  The driller turned the rope a bit each time the rope came up 

in order to keep the bit from getting stuck.  Drilling took as long as one and a half years for a well. 

030 

He visited the Royalite No. 4 well just a few days before it came in.  Archibald W. Dingman was a real 

gentleman and he answered any questions from visitors. 

045 

Story of how he got interested in the oil industry shortly after he got his first quarter section of land.  055 

"I bought some land at that time and I was very anxious to get the quarter section broke up, where I could 

put wheat on it.  So I had twenty head of horses and I would get up at 4 o'clock in the morning, harness 

the horses and feed them and have breakfast.  Then I plowed till about 11 o'clock, the sun was getting hot, 

and then I went in and made the dinner.  About 3 o'clock I took out new, fresh horses and worked till 

about ten o'clock at night.  So this night, when I come in, there was a gentleman that I had never saw him 

before.  I was 45 miles from High River, fifteen miles away from Gleichen and there was no Vulcan.  

Vulcan wasn't there at that time.  So this gentleman was standing up against this old shack.  I had nothing 

but a shack there, with a table, a stove and a bed was about all it comprised of.  So he came over to where 

I was unharnessing the horses and getting ready to feed them and he said to me that he would like to stay 

overnight.  Well I said "My goodness man, I've got no accommodation to keep you."  He was a stranger 

to me and I was just a little bit leery.  But he seemed to be a very decent sort of a man and finally I said 

"If you want to put up with what I got, it'll be alright.  But remember, I get up at 4 o'clock in the morning 

and prepare to go to work."  He says "That's all right with me."  So the morning come and I got up and 

looked after the horses and when I come in he had the breakfast ready.  He had the bacon and eggs fried.  

So when I was going to work he said he'd like to stay another night.  So he kept that up for four nights.  

And every day he wasn't there at dinner time, but every day he was walking around.  I could see, when I 

was plowing, him going up and down the crick (creek) here, the East Arrowwood Crick." 

- actual transcript of portion of the tape continued 

"So he stayed for the four nights and then he said to me that he'd be going in the morning.  Well I said 

"You've been a very interesting man, now, would you mind telling me what you're here for?"  "Well" he 

says, "I shouldn't but being that you treated me pretty decently, I am a geologist from the Standard Oil 

Company and I'm retired.  I figure this country has lots of oil and gas in it.  All you have to do is to find 

it."  This is what he said.  "The oil goes in, just like air waves, only opposite to where the air waves go up, 

these in the ground go down.  It's the same thing, only it just operates a little different."  I told him about 

when we were cow punching in the Turner Valley there that if we wanted to make a coffee, we could take 

a match to a crack in the ground and set it on fire.  We could have coffee there.  It was a low fire and 

when you got done making coffee and you were ready to go, you just kicked some dirt over it and it went 

out.  There were many, many cowpunchers that ran cattle up in that range.  We went south of that place 

about two and a half miles and then a mile west and we had our cattle on pasture there.  We had an 

agreement with a fellow that lived at Vulcan, but that wasn't using that land up there.  So we rented the 

land from him.  The year the geologist was here was 1910.  When he got ready to go I said to him "I'd like 

very much if you would write me a letter and tell me what you find by examining the Turner Valley."  

But I never heard from him.  He was a man pretty well up in years and I think he must have passed away.  

But I didn't hear from him again so I can't tell you anything more about that." 



  

120   

He first homesteaded on Section 2, 19, 24.  He sold it eventually to Chris McIrwin, a bachelor.  They 

helped each other haul grain to Gleichen.   

150 

When he did his cattle drives to land near Turner Valley they took a wagon with provisions.  They rented 

land from Fireguard Smith, a man at Vulcan, who owned land southwest of Turner Valley.  He came from 

Manitoba and he was always Fireguard Smith to distinguish him from the other Smith's in the area. 

175 

The head man on the Royalite No. 4 rig went to Okotoks to do some business and while he was away the 

well blew in.  The fire burned down the wooden rig and then raged for weeks.  The oil company fired him 

on the spot.   

190 

Milt was at the Royalite No. 4 well a few days before it blew in.  The flare was so bright that airplanes 

from Medicine Hat used the light from the flare as a beacon for how to get to Calgary.  The gas was flared 

into a coulee.  The gas was wasted for many years. 

220 

He visited the rig at Royalite No. 4 two weeks before it came in when he was out checking on his cattle.  

He stopped in and visited the driller.  He was the only visitor that day.  The drilling rope was 1.25 inch 

manila rope.  There were a few houses there for the drilling crew and Royalite had some buildings.   

245 

Naphtha was burned in all the tractors, trucks and cars in the area.  All sources of ignition had to be kept 

away from the naphtha when it was being used as fuel.  He went to Turner Valley with his truck and got 

ten barrels of naphtha from a man called Harper, who later ran a tire shop in Calgary.  He paid 9 and 10 

cents per gallon for the naphtha.  The trip to buy the naphtha took a day.  

310 

The flares were clearly visible from the homestead.  Conservation was a good policy and was necessary to 

prevent waste of the gas. 

335 

The oil industry created a large fund of money and some of it was used for medical facilities.  He does not 

like that Ottawa taxes other provinces but not Quebec in some areas. 

355 

He had property near Brooks and he split the land between his sons.  One half eventually had 70 oil wells 

on it that were developed after his son Jack sold it to the Alberta government.   

380 

The oil industry changed Turner Valley greatly with all the development.  Oil companies often stole oil 

from each other by drilling near the edge of the leases.  The Americans helped start the industry in 

Canada.   

430 

William Aberhart did not run in the provincial election in 1935, instead he took the seat of Mr. Morrison.  

Premier Manning became a rich man while in government.  Nathan Tanner also became rich while in the 

government as the minister of mines for Alberta. 

490 

Just before WWI money changed hands quickly as people invested in $2 shares in the oil and gas 

industry. 

515 

He operated a coal mine at Blairmore.  He had four men working at his mine.  He did not want to have a 

union in his mine so he threatened to close it if his men insisted on joining the union.  He offered his men 

$1.00 per ton for the coal and they gladly accepted his offer.  Eventually the Greenhill Coal Mine was 

struck by the union and the company had to close the mine.  They closed the mine in 1914 or 1915 until 

the natural gas industry took over the heating of homes and industry.  He wanted to sell the mine but his 

partners disagreed because they thought the customers would not buy the gas. 



  

630 

Discussion of travel back and forth through the mountains on the various railway lines. 

 

Tape 1 Side 2 

000 

Discussion of the opening of the Rogers Pass by Prime Minister Diefenbaker.   

025 

Discussion of technological change that contributed to easier work for the workers. 

050 

He worked on the Bar U roundup for three months for Slippery Bill, a man who was half indian and half 

mexican.  (This happened in 1907, see Milt's story) Walter Wakeford brought supplies to the camp 

weekly.  His name did not appear on the Bar U timebook because Wakeford paid Slippery Bill for all the 

men who worked on the roundup and he paid each man $1.00 for each day they worked.  The supplies 

Wakeford brought included flour and beans.  Meat, butchered on the spot, was protected from the flies by 

wrapping it in a cloth and hoisting it up high in the air.  The flies apparently did not bother the meat if it 

was suspended high.  The gather for the Bar U extended from the Walking Cane Ranch near Lethbridge, 

owned by the Day brothers, to the Oldman River in the south and up to the Bar U.  Each man on the 

gather was given seven head of horses, one broken, and he had to break the rest.  A night man took the 

horses at 9 p.m. and put them out to pasture and got them back in for the morning at 4 a.m.  The $1.00 per 

day he earned on the Bar U roundup was very good money for the time and helped greatly with the 

expenses around the homestead. 

130 

His mother was a midwife in the area and helped many children come into the world.  He took his mother 

to many of the homes where she helped with the deliveries. 

150 

Stone Roberts was an expert roundup cook and he cooked for the men on the Bar U roundup.  He cooked 

bread most days.  "He could fry the shins of an antelope and make it taste like good."  Roberts is the man 

Milt bought the land from down at Brooks.   

175 

Wagon races never happened on the roundups.  As far as Milt knows, the races at the Calgary Stampede 

were not based on any factual events of chuckwagon races.   

220 

He met Raymond Patterson in Turner Valley but cannot remember much about him.   

240 

Story about how the Crows Nest Pass Railway Agreement was negotiated.   

270 

Milt talks while looking at photographs collected into a book for his 100th birthday.   

280 

Milt talks about a book on the history of the prairie provinces and the Metis people. 

315 

End of interview. 

 


