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Biographical information about Ruth Pearson.  She was born on February 22, 1911, in Grand Forks, 

British Columbia where her father was the chief of police.  She went to college in Vancouver at Sprott-

Shaw college, a technical college, and took business courses.  She took short-hand, book-keeping and 

typing.   

025 

Her first job was for a lawyer, C.F.R. Pincott, in his office in Penticton.  She quit due to overwork and 

moved to Calgary and worked in the Revelstoke sawmill office.  Then she took a job in Turner Valley but 

her old boss, Mr. Sine at the Revelstoke office told her, "Oh, that's no place for you Ruth, Turner Valley's 

no place for you."   

040 

At first she boarded with Miss Wickstrand, in her house in Black Diamond.  Mr. Goudy hired her on for 

office work at the plant.  She kept the records for every part of the operation.  She reported to Mr. 

Cameron, head of personnel.  There were five or six women working there in the early years with her.   

068 

A bus took all the employees from Black Diamond to the plant every morning and returned them home in 

the evening.   

075 

She moved from Miss Wickstrand's since she did not have inside plumbing.  She next boarded with Mrs. 

Smith.  She was a good cook and a fine baker. 

095 

In 1955 she married Clarence Joseph "Bud" Pearson.  He built the plant, or at least parts of it.  He was a 

gifted manager and he knew where every line was in the plant, even all the ones underground.  They 

moved to the house on Royalite Way when they got married. 

115 

Oten after work, they went fishing on the Sheep River and the Highwood River.  Ruth skated and bowled 

and Bud curled.  She also golfed.  They took summer holidays to the United States, to Grand Forks, B.C. 

and closer places to go fishing.   

150 

The plant built a skating rink behind the warehouse.  Bud was a good dancer but could not drink at parties 

due to a stomach problem.   

160 

She attended the Anglican church and Bud was a Roman Catholic.  He did not attend church even though 

he was buried by the Anglican minister.  She remembers the people in the valley as good church 

attenders.  Women's groups at the church held bake sales. 

180 

Women played bridge often and Ruth participated. 

185 

Her house was built in 1927.  Dyson Phelps, Keith Hall and Gordon McGuffins all lived in the house 

before the Pearson's moved in.  According to a carpenter who looked at the house, it is overbuilt, with 

numerous electrical outlets, a good hardwood floor and many other fine finishing touches.  Her house is 

one of the oldest on the hill.  The original gravity furnace still heats the house.  Her gravity furnace still 

operates even when the electricity goes off.  The house had running water, supplied from the plant.  In the 

spring most years the water out of the tap was quite dirty and they had to get well-water for drinking.   



  

230 

When she worked at the plant she drove home for lunch.   

240 

She had to work overtime at year-end to make up the annual reports. 

250 

When the river was high it caused extra work at the plant as the dirty water was not good for the plant 

machinery.   

255 

The company provided health benefits to the sick.  Royalite tried to keep work for the men. 

265 

Before she got married, she travelled to Calgary occassionally on the daily bus.  In the earlier days she 

could buy most things in the two towns.  The Turner Valley drug store was much more than a drug store 

with many other amenities.  There was also a Chinese restaurant, theatre and bowling alley when she first 

came.   

305 

People were very friendly to her when she came to the town.  "I don't think I've lived in such a small 

place." 

320 

The smell from the plant never bothered her.  "At one time there was quite a smell at the plant, but it 

never bothered me.  I always felt, well, that's my husband's living, I'm not going to complain." 

335 

Accidents at the plant were infrequent.  Art "Sam" Martin died of hydrogen sulphide poisoning.  Eleven 

others were checked out at the hospital at the same accident that killed Mr. Martin. 

360 

Weekly safety meetings lasted 15-20 minutes and everyone attended.  Every accident was recorded but 

lost time was kept to a minimum.  Most of the men knew first aid and the Black Diamond doctors, Dr. 

David Lander and Dr. Harry Lander, took care of the more serious accidents.  "They were very faithful 

people.  They would go out any time of the day or night."   

395 

The ambulance was run by volunteers and they went out any time, day or night. 

400 

Security at the plant included guards and a searchlight.  Bud drove a company car.  There were about 12 

company cars.   

420 

Half her work was doing monthly conservation reports.   

440 

The Industrial Council met once a month in Calgary.  The biggest issue was wages.  "The company 

always discussed everything with the members of the Industrial Council.  They came to an agreement."  

The office staff was excluded from the Industrial Council. 

480 "The roads were pretty sad.  I've seen six weeks when we couldn't get into Calgary."  The worst time 

of the year was in the spring.   

500 

She took on new duties in the office as required.  She was the secretary to the superintendent when she 

retired.  Her last boss there was Al Lambden.  She retired in 1980.  She likes the area, especially in the 

summer.  Flowers were one of her passions.  One of her neighbours entered a batch of Ruth's flowers at 

the Millarville Fair and the neighbour won a prize. 
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Floods made it hard to get clean water for drinking or for washing clothes.  Automatic clothes washing 

machines could not be used because the dirty water would ruin their mechanisms.  Her husband got 

drinking water from a well nearby when the tap water was dirty. 

025 

During the cold parts of the year she often got a ride to work.  The company later supplied electrical 

outlets for the cars to keep them running in the winter.  When the roads got really bad, the company sent a 

man in a truck to pick her up for work. 

035 

"I don't think the area would be here if it weren't for the oil.  They contributed so much to this 

community.  They built a skating rink, a curling rink, a swimming pool and anything that was 

recreational, they built for the community."   

055 

For her 80th birthday, her niece and nephew sent her a bouquet of 80 roses. 

065 

Most of the records from the plant were burned.  She had all the records indexed.  The cleaning out 

happened in the 1970s.  Letterhead changed often during her years due to a succession of owners. 

085 

Don Sheyne edited a daily newsletter at the plant, as secretary to the superintendent.  It included 

information and a few jokes. 

095 

There was a lunch house at the plant and those that stayed for lunch ate their meals in this structure. 

105 

She and Bud often went for drives at night to have a look at the field operations. 

110 

The south end of the field was almost all gone when she arrived.  Many people were on the move to other 

oilfields in the days after she arrived. 

135 

She sat on the airplane with Joe Korczynski on the way to Vancouver just a few years ago.  She regularly 

visited in Vancouver until the last few years. 

160 

End of interview. 

 


