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Tape 1 Side 1 

000 

Biographical information about Joe Korczynski.  He was born in Molson, Manitoba on November 27, 

1907, after supper.  They moved to Kamloops, B.C. and moved to Vulcan in 1916.   

022 

He attended school in Vulcan.  After an apprenticeship of three years at a drugstore in Vulcan, he 

attended university in Edmonton for two years.  He got the gold medal, for the highest marks in pharmacy 

in 1929.  Others who got it included Ken Hayhurst and Ken Penley.   

035 

The druggist in Okotoks, Victor Hessell hired him for one year, in 1929.  National, Oilwell and 

Continental Oil Supply companies all had their representatives in Okotoks.  Tommy Story was the 

representative for Hughes Tool.   

055 

He bought the drugstore in Turner Valley from Harold Roche in 1930.  Roche was not a druggist even 

though he said he had attended university in Manitoba. 

065 

The economy was going under and of the two drugstores in Turner Valley, only Joe's stayed in business.  

The drugstore in Black Diamond was operated by a widow who got Joe to fill her prescriptions. 

075 

The first drillers and other workers were from Oklahoma and Kansas but the Canadian eventually worked 

into the jobs. 

085 

His store was on the main street.  It was 25 feet wide and at least 50 feet deep.  He rented the store from 

Harold Roche for the first three years.  He moved out over a difference of $10.00 per month in the rent.  

He then bought a store two doors down and expanded it a number of times.  It was combined after he left 

with the Chinese restaurant and is now a general store. 

105 

His store included an ice cream parlour, a counter and a three or four booths.  At first there was also a 

dental office in the back of the store.  The dentist moved into Calgary and came out one or two days per 

week to do work in the area.   

130 

His store also sold prescriptions, drug sundries, perfumes, ladies handbags, men's wallets, chinaware, 

cameras and radios. 
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140 

They also sold pop, for five cents a bottle, and ice cream cones for five cents each.  During the war, ice 

cream and chocolate bars were rationed to the level of sales of the last year before the war.   

155 

His store was robbed various times.  Once the robber stole his wife's jacket and filled it with all the 

wallets and took it all.  A drug addict once stole narcotics from the store but was captured within a few 

days, based on fingerprint evidence gathered by the city of Calgary and the RCMP fingerprint men.  The 

thief was a known drug addict, with his fingerprints on file.  In total, his store was robbed three times.   

180 



 
Drug addicts once tried to get drugs from him.  This incident happened at Vulcan when he was 16 years 

old.  Two prostitutes asked for pills but he refused their request.  They went upstairs and took the drugs 

from the unattended doctor's office.   

210 

Prostitutes in Turner Valley had two houses.  One was west of town, up the hill and usually had about 6 

women.  The other house was at the east end of the town. 

225 

A bootlegger also served the community.  There was one in each town when he lived there. 

235 

He had help in the store, up to two women at a time.   

245 

Apprentices worked for three years for a druggist and then went to university for two years before they 

became druggists.  One apprentice worked for him and did quite well until he got into the alcohol and 

went bankrupt.   

280 

He bought a house from Herb Ford, a carpenter.  It had a front room and porch, kitchen, two bedrooms 

and a utility room.  He put a new floor in the house himself, a new hardwood floor.  He also added a 

bathroom.  He built a garage in the back.   

300 

Gas was $4.00 per month in 1930 and was provided by the McLeod Oil Company.  Valley Gas Company 

later took over providing the gas.  His house faced the public school.  Percy Wray lived nearby.   

330 

When he hired a carpenter to put in the new floor, the carpenter did not use a nailset when he countersank 

the nails in the flooring and consequently brusied the edge of each of the boards.  Joe fired him and 

finished the job himself.   
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340 

Joe's wife was a "Willing Worker" at the United Church.  One day she came home after washing the 

floors and getting slivers due to its poor condition.  He went to the lumberyard and ordered the maple 

flooring.  With a crew of men, he laid the floor in about three nights.  Bob Moody volunteered to sand the 

floor with a machine and then the floor was sealed with Lion Oil.  The church was called the Lewis 

Memorial Church after the minister, Mr. Lewis. 

370 

Mr. Upper ran the boarding house that Joe lived in until he got married in 1932.  They rented a house for 

$14.00 per month from a man who quit the oilfield and moved back to Hanna. 

400 

The maternity hospital in Turner Valley provided the first level of medical care and was operated by Mrs. 

LaRosee in the early years.  Dr. Kenny, an Irishman, was the physician when Joe arrived.  Dr. Hall came 

out to work for Royalite Oil Company but he also took care of others in the town.  During the war there 

was no doctor in Turner Valley.  Dr. Harry and Dr. David Lander were the next physicians. 

440 

The first real hospital, down by the river, was operated by Miss McLeod and Mrs. Burke. 

455 

The ambulance was operated by volunteers including Tommy Hayhurst and Percy Wray. 

465 

An accident at the Home Oil operations took the legs off a young engineer, Gordon Webster.  The doctors 

took good care of him at the local hospital. 

485 



  
An aspirin tablet salesman, Fred Tilston, won the Victoria Cross because he lost both legs in the war.  He 

returned to his sales job after the war. 

500 

Mayor McKay, of Calgary, came as a guest speaker at the local school.  He was very popular in his day 

and he had McLeod Trail widened. 

540 

In the early 1930s, the local politicians all resigned.  Later, the merchants formed a committee and Joe 

was appointed as the chairman.  The local immediately demanded sidewalks.  Joe did not stay on the 

committee very long due to all the demands of the people.  

565 

Social Credit "funny money" was a burden on the merchants.  Joe made sure to give it out as change to 

the known Social Creditors.  On the night the Social Credit won the election, Aberhart supporters came to 

his store for soft drinks which the mixed with a bottle of hard liquor in his booths. 
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585 

He thought that Premier Aberhart was a nice man, friendly and affable.  Discussion about the recall of 

Aberhart, which Joe only barely remembers. 

620 

Aberhart died on May 23, 1943 and Joe remembers the date because his youngest son was born the next 

day. 

 

Tape 1 Side 2 

000 

The store business was variable, busy some years and others quite dead.  He was on call day and night. 

015 

Although the 1930s were tough years, he somehow made it through.  Almost all needy people got 

medicine except for two cases where he had reasons not to give medicine. 

025 

Kidney stones were dealt with by surgery.  Today a machine can pulverize them inside the body. 

045 

Gassed eyes were treated with castor oil drops or cocaine for the pain. 

050 

Several men died in hydrogen sulphide accidents.  Gus Olson and Art Martin both died of gas at the gas 

plant.  A young man went down into the pit below a well and was gassed too. 

072 

The smell of gas was common.  Many men encountered the gas but only a few died.  Gas masks were 

available at all the rigs but they were a nuisance so the men did not wear them.  Joe Cassidy ran the 

drugstore in Black Diamond and after his death, Joe Korczynski filled prescriptions for his widow's store.  

Her son, Kevin Cassidy, was the young man who died when he went down into the pit below a rig and 

was gassed.  The father, Joe Cassidy, was the druggist at a store in Calgary where Joe Korczynski filled in 

for a few months before he became a druggist. 

095 

War conditions included rationing of ice cream to pre-war consumption levels.  The Chinaman who ran 

restaurant next door, Willy Woo, knew the name of every kid in the town and often gave a treat out to the 

children.  Woo sold out in the early 1960s and Joe visited him or talked to him on the telephone every 

time he went to Vancouver to visit his son.  His brother Charlie still runs a clothing store in Black 

Diamond. 

140 

Joe did not attend church although his wife and children went to the United Church.  Joe did not like the 

Turner Valley minister.   



 

165 

The curling rink was built by volunteer labour.  The water for it came from the Royalite gas plant.  It was 

later moved to Black Diamond.  He curled with Leslie Maggs, the local Royal Bank manager in Turner 

Valley.  He now lives in Victoria, B.C. and Joe visits him when he goes to the coast.  Women curlers also 

had bonspiels and some of the women who curled included Bea Barker and Thelma Kennedy.   

200 

Other sports included skating, hockey, baseball, football and swimming.  He remembered snow all around 

the swimming pool.  One night while he was at the pool, a girl drowned.  The water was heated with 

waste water from the plant.   

225 

Fred Holmes, a bank employee, and Joe went big game hunting west of Turner Valley.  They went out 

about three different times and got nothing.  This was the extent of Joe's big game hunting career. 

245 

Joe, Sandy McNabb and Dave Blacklock went fishing west of town.  Often they were back in the morning 

before it was time to open the store with their limit of fish.  They fished on the Sheep River and the 

Highwood River. 

260 

Jack Ancock, from the United States, ran a drug store in the south end even though he was not a 

registered pharmacist.  Alex Hartell and Pat Hartell were well known in the south end. 

275 

Joe Fischer and Frank Sharp, cowboys, both bought land cheaply in the early days and it is worth a lot 

now. 

290 

Remittance men hung around the drug store.  They used to tell him stories about the old country.  

300 

The drug store and its ice cream counter were a social centre in Turner Valley. 

315 

Clifford Vandergrift was a good cowboy and owned land west of Turner Valley. (He died in March, 

1991.)  He set up a gravel company out of a pit near Cochrane. 

375 

Hell's Half Acre was a giant flare pit because there was no market for the gas.  Much of the gas came 

from Royalite #24.  "It roared.  At night we didn't have to have street lights cause of that.  It was quite an 

attraction for tourists.  You could go up to the end of that pipe, fairly close, and just back of where it was 

burning, the end of the pipe, it was covered with frost.  Maybe an inch or two of frost.  That's a 

refrigeration principle." 

400 

At first, people burned unrefined naphtha in their cars.  Joe never burned any of that gas in his car.  

410 

Silver reflectors in the headlights in the cars tarnished quickly due to the sulphur in the air.  Many people 

who moved into the area brought their cars to Joe.  He removed the front off the headlights and then took 

a small paint brush and applied a coating of jewellers lacquer to the silver part of the reflector to keep 

them from oxidizing.  Some household silver was also treated the same way.  The silver tea service had to 

be wrapped up in plastic to protect it from the sulphur. 

440 

The gas never caused any health problems as far as he knew but he is surprised that it never caused any 

illness. 

450 

Unemployed men sometimes slept overnight at the flares to keep warm. 

465 



 

Royalite tried to make work for its employees instead of laying them off.  Once, a pipeline had to be dug 

out and some of the office men were sent out to dig their section of the pipeline.  They came back with 

blisters from digging. 

480 

Royalite gave groceries to Sandy McNabb and he delivered them to the poor people in Turner Valley and 

Whiskey Row.  Joe went with him on one of these food delivery trips.  Sandy McNabb took care of a 

lease for a company and had a few horses on the lease.  While chasing a horse on foot one snowy 

morning, Sandy had a heart attack and died. 

520 

The flaring of the gas did not seem wasteful at the time.  Once, the Turner Valley gas pipeline to Calgary 

broke and an emergency crew worked to get it connected again.  The city was without gas for a few hours 

as was Turner Valley.   

560 

Barney Halpin ran the newspaper in Black Diamond and got drunk often.  Joe got Barney to do job 

printing for him and bought advertising in his newspaper.  Barney's brother also worked at the newspaper.  

Roy Milligan ran a newspaper, the Turner Valley Observer, before Barney Halpin arrived in the oilfield.   

650 

End of interview. 

 

 


