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000 

Biographical information about Irene (Gibbons) Dyck.  She was born in Revelstoke, B.C. in 1911 and 

came to Innisfree, Alberta when her father, Rand Gibbons, took a farm.  When the postmaster became 

sick, he took over the post office and ran it till his retirement.  The post office was the centre of the 

community, and the telephone exchange was in the post office.   

040 

Turner Valley, by comparison to Innisfree, was not as close a community.  The Americans were not very 

involved in the community events in Turner Valley. 

050 

She took her university education at the University of Alberta.  She started when she was 15 years old and 

had her B.A. and Bachelors of Education degrees by age 20.  She got the job at Turner Valley half way 

through the year.  The high school building she taught in at Turner Valley is now the golf course.  The 

parents did not complain much about the school teachers.  She taught math, physics, English and French.  

There were about 6 or 8 teachers. 

095 

She rented a shack when she got to Turner Valley.  Her shack had a kitchen, a small living room and a 

bedroom.  She shared the shack with another school teacher. 

110 

She never had a car when she lived in Turner Valley.  He boyfriend from Innisfree drove her down.  Her 

mother lived with her for the first few years after she moved to Turner Valley.  Someone from home 

always drove her to Turner Valley.   

130 

The road from Edmonton to Calgary was called Aberhart's road by Albertans.  Once gravelling began, the 

roads improved substantially.  She went home for Easter, Christmas and summer holidays.   

150 

She thought that Aberhart was "a drip."  He had live chickens on the show and they cackled over the 

radio.  He did not run in the election of 1935.  Jack Dyck and others ran him out of a meeting, badgered 

him so much that he escaped out the back door. 
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170 

Jack, her husband, was instrumental in the recall of Aberhart.  Jack got a horse, and with another man, 

rode around the riding and got people to sign the petition to recall Aberhart.  They also had to collect $50 

to go with the petition.  The next election Aberhart ran in another riding and the Okotoks-High River 

member of the legislature regularly got up as asked Aberhart, "When are you'se guys gonna give back the 

fifty dollars?"  Just before the next election, about four years after the recall, the Aberhart government 

gave back the money.  She probably signed the recall as she was opposed to Aberhart. 

225 

The community was not well knit.  The drugstore in Turner Valley was a community centre.  Joe 

Korczynski ran the drugstore and Myrtle Rickett worked for him. 

255 

The hotel in Black Diamond was the centre of entertainment in that town.  The communities were not 

homogeneous.   

265 



  
The kids were quite good.  Classes were small, about 18 children.  The principal took charge of the school 

and ran it very well. 

280 

When she had spare time, she went to Calgary to shop or home for vacations.   

295 

Her house had no running water, an outhouse and gas for heat and cooking.  The gas smelled.  The Hell's 

Half Acre flare was in operation when she arrived. 

315 

She walked the mile to school each morning, crossed a walking bridge over the Sheep River.  On cold 

days that walk seemed very long.   

330 

She was the manager of the women's hockey team one year, even though she could not skate.  The team 

played teams from other communities.   

350 

Jack was a steam engineer on the cable tool rigs and did not want to change over to the rotary system.  

Jack was a quiet fellow when she met him in 1937 and they were married in 1938.   

375 

Women teachers were not allowed to be married in the early years.  She had to ask permission to get 

married and the school board allowed her to marry.  She taught until 1940. 
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400 

Jack bought some mink and they raised them at a place northwest of Turner Valley called the Rat Farm.  

They moved to Airdrie and raised mink in what is today the middle of the town for a few years.  They 

then bought land just north of McKnight Boulevard and ran a mink farm until the city of Calgary 

expropriated the land.  She helped with feeding the mink and cleaning the manure.  They had up to 600 

head of mink at one time.  They were born in the spring and were pelted in November.  They raised mink 

from 1940 until the mid 1960s.   

460 

Her two children, a son and a daughter, are both well educated and have professional careers.   

470 

She remembers that they got twice the pay of other teachers.  The Turner Valley schools were managed 

by the government in Edmonton instead of a local board.  Her duties as a teacher changed very little over 

the years. 

500 

The teacher she shared the shack with thought she was not a good housekeeper.  She dusted her half of 

the dresser and complained that Irene did not dust her side often enough.   

535 

She and Myrtle played cards with two older men.   

560 

Myrtle rode horseback, hunted and fished with some of the men and was quite an outdoors person.   

590 

Jack worked at the gas plant as a steam engineer for a few years.  He worked less than full time in the last 

few years of the 1930s. 
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000 

Jack came from Saskatchewan, from a farm. 

020 

The school was quite a distance from many of the homes and the children did not hang around the school 

grounds.   



  
035 

Her life in Turner Valley was limited to work.   

045 

There was a church in Turner Valley but she never attended. 

050 

She heard about the south end but did not visit it very often. 

065 

She remembered the local newspapers vaguely. 

090 

She did not go swimming at the local pool. 

095 

A man tried to teach her golf but she was a poor learner and they did not date for long. 
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110 

The river flooded the road to Black Diamond one year. 

115 

She visited people at the Turner Valley hospital a few times but never needed medical attention herself. 

135 

The drugstore and the chinese restaurant were the centre of the community in Turner Valley. 

145 

She did not remember much hardship in the 1930s.  Most of the oil workers had jobs. 

160 

Jack was politically active in Turner Valley.  Many people were sucked in by Aberhart's promise of $25 

per month.  She did not think he was very religious although he had weekly radio programs that combined 

religion and politics.   

190 

The drugstore included a soda fountain where people gathered to have a soft drink and visit.   

205 

Percy Wray ran a business across the road from her house and he sold insurance.   

220 

Barney Halpin was the newspaper editor but she did not remember much about him. 

230 

She thinks the oil industry killed the economy in Turner Valley once the booms passed. 

240 

The people who lived at the Rat Farm, Lena Kary and her husband, rented land to Irene and Jack.  They 

moved in a house and raised mink.  Lena Kary is probably another good person to talk to about the 

history of the area.  The pond area was called the Rat Farm due to an attempt to raise muskrats. 

270 

Irene liked mink farming better than teaching as she did not like to be stern with the children. 

300 

The city bought their land for two story businesses and never developed the land to this date. 

310 

Her son Rand teaches political science at a university in Sudbury and her daughter Jackie lives in England 

and is an editor of books. 

335 

She had to ask permission from the government representative in charge of the schools in Turner Valley 

in order to get married.  There was no local school board during the years she taught there. 

350 

She remembers the area as having few social centres and not much violence.   



  

370 

Every time Jack went to Heritage Park, he visited the cable tool rig and spent hours at it remembering his 

work. 

390 

Jack was a steam engineer on the rigs. 

400 

The teachers had relatively little contact with the parents of the students.  Few ever came to discuss their 

children's work. 

410 

Dave Blacklock and Sandy McNabb were locals that Myrtle accompanied horseback riding and fishing.  

Irene went with them on some of these excursions.  She went out to the forestry reserve with this group. 

430 

Jack got his steam certificate from the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology in Calgary.  When rotary 

rigs arrived, he quit the oil industry and went into mink ranching. 

450 

Life on their farm just north of Calgary was really still quite a country experience.  She ran as a New 

Democrat in the Drumheller riding even though they lived on the outskirts of the city.  They bought a 

house in the city for their children to stay in so that they could attend school on the north hill.   

505 

The daily work with the mink prevented the family from going on family holidays.  They stayed in the 

area most of the year.  The children got jobs in the city, partly to avoid helping with the dirty work with 

the mink.  Rand helped deliver school books a few summers, took acting classes in Banff another summer 

and took other summer jobs.   

570 

End of interview. 

 

 


