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Tape 1 Side 1 

000 

Biographical information about Ralph Smith.  He was a hockey ringer, a good hockey player who was 

hired by small towns to play hockey.  Thelma Smith was born and raised in Killam, Alberta.  They met 

there, got married in 1935 and eloped to Calgary. 

025 

Discussion of the role of a ringer hockey player in the prairie town in the 1930s.  The money they made 

was enough to make a good living. 

045 

By the time they got married, Ralph was getting into his late twenties so he sought a job to support his 

family.  When he was 19 years old, in 1929, he had a tryout with the Philadelphia Flyers hockey team and 

they invited him to come back the next year.  The team folded in 1930 so Ralph went to Killam and 

played hockey for a couple of years. 

075 

Ralph sold furniture in Calgary for a year.  The Hudson's Bay Company mail order store in Royalties 

needed a manager so Ralph and his family moved to the oilfield.  The store also had a small amount of 

stock in addition to the mail order business. 

120 

After two years at the HBC store, Ralph went to work at the Mercury Plant.  The men in the home guard, 

during the war, got lost in the foothills while on a training mission. 

135 

Description of the day when the Mercury Plant accidentally blew up.  Some men died in the explosion 

and others were badly burned. 

155 

Gas was hooked up to every shack.  Explosions were common but usually did not injure anyone.  Gas 

lines ran across the top of the ground.  At the company lease, the house was heated by steam heat through 

steam radiators.  Their house is now the skating shack at Longview.  They thought it was a mansion.   

200 

Although there were probably many other hazards, the Highwood River was off bounds for the children 

and when they were caught playing near it they were spanked.  Judy played in the boiler house while her 

dad worked there.   

225 

Norm Loucks was the provincial boiler inspector for the steam boiler.  Ralph was not a steam engineer, he 

just did maintenance on the producing wells.  Procedure for lighting the flare described.   
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260 

Judy appreciated the chance to see her father at work while she was growing up.  He also did minor 

maintenance at other wells, including the D and D well.   

280 

The Smith's were one of the only families in the area that got a holiday each summer although it was 

seldom more than a few days.  They always went to the Stampede in Calgary and left very early in the 

morning.  The Harlem and Havana show was a musical review that Ralph went to, but the children 

attended other Stampede activities. 

310 



 
Music was a big part of the family life.  They played the piano, Ralph played the saxophone and they all 

participated in dances and music lessons.   

330 

Parties usually included the entire community, including the children, a band and food.  As kids fell 

asleep, they were bundled up and put under the benches.  The liquor was consumed outside the dances 

and the crime was minimal.   

370 

There were two kinds of people in the community.  One group hung around the beer parlour and the other 

group stayed out of the bar most of the time.   

385 

The Twin Cities Hotel in Longview was one of the first hotels in Alberta to have live entertainment in the 

bar. 

415 

As children, they always felt safe, even at night.  At Christmas time, ranchers and everyone else came into 

the community for the Christmas concert.   

440 

Discussion of the ranchers, including the Bews.   

450 

Ranchers' children went to school in Longview.  Two teenaged children of the Diebels, a ranching family, 

lived in Longview and attended the schools there.  There were three one room schools in Longview.   

490 

Rick Smith often got the strap in the early grades, for chewing gum, spilling ink or any other minor thing.  

He got the strap 12 times in grade one, twice in one day.    

535 

Ralph coached hockey throughout the area, including the natives at the Eden Valley Indian Reserve.   

560 

The natives often stopped at the Smith house for gas, to fix flat tires or to just stop and visit with Ralph 

and his family.  When the Smith's moved to Calgary, they gave away their furniture, including a large, 

overstuffed chesterfield to the natives from the reserve. 
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625 

Their family attended a dance and pow-wow at the Eden Valley reserve in the 1940s and the parents 

danced with the native people. 

 

Tape 1 Side 2 

000 

Richard Rider, Mary Roll In Mud, Paul Amos and King Bearpaw were all members of the Eden Valley 

reserve that the Smith family knew.  King Bearpaw traded his knowledge of the location of the Lost 

Lemon Mine for a few beer in the bar, many times. 

030 

Story of Jim the Chinaman chasing a native with a meat cleaver.  Tom Kee was the other Chinaman, but 

his place was off limits to the Smith children.  Tom Kee probably ran a bootlegging operation and a card 

game.  Jim the Chinaman's wife was a mail order bride from China and she is still alive.  Rick Smith and 

Larry Gallup went in to the store and taunted her due to her lack of knowledge of English.  Rick did not 

sleep for nights thereafter, afraid that Jim the Chinaman was out to get him.   

080 

One man had a cache out in the field for alcohol, dug into a pit. 

090 



 
Description of Tom Kee, a Chinaman with a long mustache, pigtail and sour manner.  He was very, very 

old.  

105 

A woman called Babe, with peroxide blonde hair, was known as a prostitute in the area. 

115 

The Smith's were Anglican but attended a Sunday School at the community hall in Longview.  The 

Anglican minister infrequently visited the oilfield and held a service and ate at the Smith's house.  

Reverend Waverley Gant was the minister, is still alive and has just retired.  He is retired and lives in 

Black Diamond.  The Smith family went to Hartell on Christmas eve for the Anglican service and on the 

way home the children always looked for Santa Claus.  The Baptists held a Daily Vacation Bible School 

at the south end one year.  The Smith's asked if their children could attend and the Baptist children were 

not pleased when the Smith children won all the prizes at the week-long summer school. 

165 

Sports day was the last day of school.  It included games, food and a baseball game, announced by Dobby 

Dobson.  He also announced the weekly baseball games.  When something good happened during the 

game, all the people, sitting in their cars around the diamond, honked their horns. 

205 

Rick one day cut off all the crests off his father's jackets to put them on his jacket, an incident that cost 

him the worst spanking of his life.   

225 

Ralph Smith also coached a womans' baseball team.  The family was very involved in the community. 

235 

The Smith's moved to Calgary in the 1950s, during the big move of families out of the area.  Ralph Smith 

built on to the houses they lived in but never built his own house.  The children also had a play house, an 

old doghouse from a drilling site. 

260 

Story of the first time television arrived in Longview.  The whole community watched the test patterns on 

the set for hours and they all had headaches for days thereafter.  Ralph made antennas, with chicken wire 

all over the roof of the house or with the barbed wire on the fences, and they kept a log of all the radio 

stations they listened to using these unusual anttenas.   

300 

Radio played an important part in their lives.  It was on most evenings.  An electric eye in the radio 

pulsated, opening and closing.   

325 

Sunday drives were common, up the Highwood River or elsewhere, listening to the radio.  They visited 

Hy Baker, the ranger at the Highwood ranger station, and his family.  They also visited the Hutterite 

colony at Cayley and bought produce from them and gave them magazines for the children and adults to 

read. 

350 

Homer Hayden, Doug Malmberg and Ralph Smith all went hunting for birds together.  The Smith's also 

fished in the Highwood River.  One summer Ralph and the kids caught minnows, salted them and the kids 

sold the minnows to the fisherman along the highway.  They sold the minnows all summer, 25 cents for 

12 minnows.   

410 

Ralph and others hunted for ducks at Frank Lake, east of High River. 

420 

Skating was the most popular winter sport.  They remembered the wood stove in the change shack and 

music for skating.  They tobogganed on the big hill north of Longview.  The kids also played in the fields, 



 
read a lot of books and just ran around the area.  Cubs and Brownies were also popular.  Dogs and cats 

also kept the kids busy.   

490 

Remittance men were common in the area.  They were often sent to the Canadian west and a monthly 

remittance followed.  They often did little or no work.  Tom and Bill Dixon and Harry Taylor were 

remittance men.   

550 

The Smith's were better off financially than most, but some of the homes were more fancy than theirs. 
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600 

The move to Calgary was a very unhappy time for Rick.  The city kids laughed at his clothing, bib 

overalls.  After school, he took his dog and went out into the hills north of the city for hours, just to get 

away from the kids.  He wore his shirt on top of his bib overalls so that he looked like he was wearing 

pants instead of overalls. 

 

Tape 2 Side 1 

000 

Rick continues discussion of his process of getting accepted by the children in the Calgary school.  He 

carved his initials into the desk top with the pencil.  His father had to come into the school and sand it 

down.  Rick also threw rocks at other kids and got in trouble for that.  Boys and girls were segregated in 

the Calgary school and he had to find a friend.  It took him a year to settle into the school and the 

community. 

040 

Sandi did not have much trouble getting into Calgary culture although she really liked life in Longview.  

She was getting interested in boys in Calgary.  She can only remember pleasant events in their Longview 

life. 

075 

Medical attention, other than minor cuts and scrapes, demanded travel to the hospital in Turner Valley or 

into Calgary.  Rick was very scared when he had to go into the hospital in Turner Valley.  The man in the 

next bed in the ward made a ball out of paper and tape and they played catch.  By the time he left, Rick 

was sad to leave.  Dr. Harry Lander and Dr. David Lander were their physicians.   

115 

Sandi broke her ankle and had to stay in the hospital for a few days.  Their mother did most of the nursing 

for the family.  The family dentist, Dr. Irons, was in High River. 

130 

Once, the whole family was sick at the same time, except for Ralph, and he took care of the family.  The 

kids also remembered times where their home was quarantined. 

150 

Roads were rough and even a trip to High River was a considered event.  The family only travelled to 

Calgary once or twice each year.   

160 

Black Diamond and High River were very different towns.  High River was more related to the farming 

and ranching community while Black Diamond and Turner Valley were both pretty ugly and unpopular to 

those who lived at the south end. 

180 

Sandi remembered the Hortonspheres at the gas plant in Turner Valley as the largest things in the world.  

Rick remembered the big black smoke rings that rose from the wells. 



  

190 

Once during a bad fire, their family got prepared to evacuate if the fire jumped the Highwood River, south 

of Longview.  This fire was in the early 1950s, during a very dry year.  Rick was forbidden to go near the 

fire but he played in it anyhow.  Ralph asked to see the bottom of Rick's shoes, which were black from the 

ashes, and then spanked him for his disobedience.  Rick could never figure out how his Dad could be so 

smart. 

235 

Politics was a very minor part of their lives. 

245 

Ralph was part of the home guard during the war and his job at the lease was considered an essential 

service.  Rationing was common but not onerous, as far as the children remember.  The war seemed quite 

distant. 

265 

The family had a garden and raised lots of produce.  A root cellar was the repository for the goods they 

raised in the garden. 

280 

Baths on Saturday night were a special event.  The eldest child bathed first and Rick was the last one, as 

the youngest child, all in the same water.  The parents got a fresh batch of water.  Rick remembers his tall 

father getting down into the tub. 

300 

The indoor bathroom featured a bucket that Ralph had to empty regularly in the outhouse.  The family 

"thought we had it good" due to having an indoor toilet.  The children always moaned and groaned and 

made a big fuss when Ralph took the bucket out to the outhouse.  

340 

Talent show details described.  The "special guests from New York" included Ralph and other men 

dressed in drag, with mop heads for wigs.  Wedding showers were a common social event for the women.  

At a talent show, Rick sang a song called "Side by side" and his dog Kimmy sat beside him on the stage.  

Their dog named Boots chased every car in the neighbourhood and got run over by most of them. 

385 

Rick stole a cookie at the Gallup's General Store.  Frank Gallup confronted him and asked him to pay for 

the cookie.  His mother grabbed him by the ear and drove home.  Sandi told Ralph about the event and, 

after the spanking, Rick never stole again.   

420 

The Gallup Store carried many poor people on credit for many years. 

425 

A big event in the community was for the family to go to George Morrison's drugstore for a soda at the 

soda fountain. 

440 

Once, Rick's mother gave him a quarter to buy her a dishcloth at a fair.  Instead, Rick bought 75 

jawbreakers and tried to eat as many as he could before he got home.  He got in trouble for this event too. 

470 

Visiting was a common form of entertainment.  A bottle of pop was a real treat.  Eating between meals 

was unheard of. 

490 

Children sold poppies for Remembrance Day.  They sold small ones and each tried to sell a large one, for 

25 cents, with a suction cup on it for attaching to the car windshield.   

505 

Description of the Ralph's boss, Mr. Wiltshire, who visited occasionally and drove a shiny black Cadillac.  

530 

Rick trapped gophers for fun and still has the traps.  He picked crocuses in the spring and other flowers at 

other times of the year. 



  

550 

The children played in the fields and always knew which fields had bulls in them.   

560 

Mrs. Hayden knew the natives quite well too.  She bought beaded necklaces from the native women. 

580 

Rick remembered discrimination by the children at the school against Dutch children.  They taunted the 

Dutch boys for many weeks but eventually accepted the shy Dutch children. 

620 

They knew the Longview Hill as the Renfrew Hill. 

640 

End of interview. 

 

 


