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Tape 1 Side 1 

000 

Biographical information about John Schumacher.  Born in a town called New Ontario, in Ontario in 

1905.  Johnny is spelled Schnne on his birth certificate.  He was seven years old when they moved to the 

west in 1913.  They came to Stavely, Alberta.  They farmed there till 1918 and then moved to Big Valley.  

It was dry farming in both areas. 

035 

He went to school through grade six and quit when he was 15 years old.  He returned to Stavely and 

worked on farms in the area.  Then his father bought a logging camp west of Stavely and he worked there 

for a few years. 

060 

In 1937 he came to the oilfield from the farm.  He had hauled coal and grain for farmers and was driving 

a 1929 Ford truck, rated at one ton.  He had an extra transmission in it and he could haul very heavy 

loads.   

090 

He moved a bunkhouse from the farm to Longview and later built a house.  He worked for the Royal 

Lumber Company.  The competition was the Crown Lumber Company.  The road at that time went up 

through the coulees to Royalties. 

115 

He hauled gravel for the oil companies to their leases for their roads. 

125 

He also hauled grain for the farmers to High River. 

130 

The house he built in Longview was 20 by 24 feet.  Gas supplied heat and light.  Water came from a well 

in Royalties and he hauled it around in a water tank, a 1000 gallon tank, as relief for the regular water 

man, Mr. Graff.  He also hauled for an oil company up to Flat Creek, now called Trap Creek. 

170 

The lumber yard, Royal Lumber, built skidshacks and sold them during the boom.  They varied in size 

from 12 by 20 feet to 16 by 24.  The skids were 6x6 inch and the pitched roofs were covered with 

shingles.  Rented lots housed the shacks.  He eventually got a winch built out of the rear end of an old 

Ford truck.  The winch held up one end of the shack and a set of wheels held up the other.  House moving 

was charged at $4.00 per hour in the late 1930s and early 1940s.  The job seldom took more than two 

hours.  He often had a helper and they used power poles, wheels and Simplex jacks.  
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270 

Story of moving a house across the Highwood River and the wet road bed pushed out one side under the 

weight.  They had to ford the river as the house was too big to cross the bridge.   

310 

He also moved the Pekisko Hall and the theatre from Royalties to Black Diamond.  Dusty Bratten helped 

him moved the theatre.  They had to pay Jake Blake $50.00 to cross his land in the town. 

350 

James and Reimer did most of the trucking work for the oil companies.  He hauled smaller things like 

separators, boilers and smaller equipment.   

380 



  
He also had an International K11 truck, rated at 5 tons.   

390 

He got into the house moving business after the south end slowed down after the 1940s.  He moved 

houses as far as Pincher Creek and Claresholm.  He had to undersling houses to keep them low enough to 

get through bridges. 

430 

Story about moving a house through the river at Okotoks when most of the trucks got stuck.  Mr. Shaw 

charged $25.00 to cross the river so they tried crossing elsewhere with poor luck.  The Catholic Church at 

Midnapore allowed him to buy part of its land to make a river crossing.   

500 

Story of an old lady who stayed in the house when they moved it.  They got stuck in the river but she 

enjoyed the ride.   

530 

He moved many houses into Calgary.  The police once gave him a hard time when he was moving a 

house in Calgary so he sent him over to talk to the customer and it was a police superintendent.  He thinks 

that James and Reamer reported on him in order to get him into trouble.   

580 

He moved an Anglo-Canadian Oil Company from Longview to the brow of the Elbow River in Calgary.  

Mr. Goodman was the spotter for the trip.  That was the only house that was moved over the Glenmore 

dam on the Elbow River in Calgary.   
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000 

The house was cut in half.  Once he arrived they told him there was a 15 ton load limit to the dam and the 

house and truck weighed at least 30 tons.  They put extra wheels under it to even out the load.   

040 

He once moved a cable tool rig to Cutbank, Montana.  The lumber and equipment was loaded onto the 

three trucks.  The move took three days.  His brother Andy Schumacher helped him on the larger jobs. 
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060 

Police regularly stopped and checked him for papers. 

065 

A Royalite truck ran into him from behind when he was going down the Home Hill with a house on the 

road between Black Diamond and Longview.  A Royalite boss grinned when he saw him at the accident 

scene but his grin changed when he saw that one of his trucks was at fault.  He billed Royalite for the 

damage to his truck and the owners of the house did the same for damage tot he house and Royalite payed 

them both.   

120 

Sgt. Thurston worked for the RCMP. 

130 

Story of someone who drove into the house he was moving.  The man claimed to have no brakes and this 

caused the accident.   

170 

Story of moving a house across the Highwood River at High River.   

225 

Story of crossing the Sheep River by the swinging bridge near the gas plant in Turner Valley.  The water 

was so high that when he put his hand outside the window and reached down, his had touched water.   

260 

He sometimes moved pumpjacks for Royalite.  This included removing the walking beams to reduce the 

height.  He had a special axle built to fit into the superstructure of the pumpjacks. 



 
275 

He moved Bill Powell's house to Snob Hill in Turner Valley.  He also moved houses from the #2 and #3 

Royalite plants. 

300 

He tried to work in the Redwater area but James and Reamer only let him have the worst jobs.  On one 

job he moved a rig in two pieces, put it together and raised it in spite of the fact that the driller thought it 

could not be done.   

430 

He only worked in the Redwater field for a few months in 1959 and then he returned to the Turner Valley 

area. 

470 

He moved houses until he retired in 1975 at age 70. 

480 

He lived in Longview until 1959 when he moved to Black Diamond.  He eventually sold his house in 

Black Diamond to Chris Nichols. 

510 

He hunted up the Highwood River and on the Oldman River, up in the Livingstone Range.  They forded 

the Oldman River with two Model T Ford trucks, each making sure the other got through.  He got his first 

deer in the Livingstone Range.  While sitting, having lunch, a deer walked up and he shot it.  It was the 

biggest deer he ever shot. 

560 

He once tracked a mother and two bear cubs but never got near them.  The bears chose their route 

carefully and left almost no tracks, avoiding making tracks in the snow. 

590 

On Flat Creek they chased elk, shot one and returned to track it the next day.   
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000 

He followed the elk but they heard him and left the area.  The injured elk was killed by coyotes or wolves.  

The other guys got a large, 350 pound bear.   

030 

Fishing story at Coal Creek.  He caught trout on the Highwood River. 

060 

Dances were held at the Legion, the Royalite Hall and the Golf Course.  The Golf Course bar was open on 

Sundays. 

120 

He curled a few times in the winter.  He went to the swimming pool a few times too.  The children made 

some toys at school. 

140 

Social Credit scrip was a good thing and he took them as payment when he hauled coal.  He then used 

them to buy food and other things.  If you kept the scrip for a week you had to put a stamp on it but if you 

kept them in your pocket, the stamps came off.  170 

About Social Credit: "I was sorry to see them ever lose."  

190 

Story about the bootlegger, Tom Ford, who lived next door to the Schumacher's house. 

205 



 

He did not know any prostitutes or houses of prostitution but he knew that there were some women 

around that would have sex for money.  The charge was $2.00.   

220 

During World War II he had a special commercial license for gas and tires for his truck.  He and another 

trucker moved the Royal Lumber Yard to Drayton Valley.  They had to cross on the river and they saw 

the whole where a rig fell through the river ice, even though it was more than 2 feet thick.   

265 

Discussion about the floods and the dikes that engineers built to protect the town of Black Diamond that 

instead flooded the lower portion of the townsite. 

305 

The Black Diamond water wells were drilled in the flood plain. 

340 

End of interview. 

 


