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Biographical information about Fritho Rudger Erick Mulder.  He was born January 13, 1918 in 

Djombang, Java, Indonesia.  His father was Dutch official. 

033 

His father retired in 1920 to Holland. 

The family passed across Canada by train on way home to Holland. 

070 

The family later moved to Canada, to Calgary and his father then bought a ranch at the north end of 

Turner Valley. 

Erick rode 4.5 miles to Fordville school. 

He later went to the Sheep Creek school. 

090 

He took arithmetic from Bill Aberhart at Crescent Heights High School. 

105 

His family moved to Vancouver in 1933 where Erick took engineering at University of British Columbia.  

He then worked as an registered assayer and analyst.  He worked as an assayer for Spud Valley Gold 

Mines on Vancouver Island. 

125 

While at his brother's wedding in 1940, he applied at Royalite's offices to work Turner Valley and was 

accepted just before Christmas.  He liked life on the ranch at the north end of the valley. 

144 

The first wells were drilled in the north end of Turner Valley in 1933. 

155 

He visited Royalite #4, just after it was brought under control.  He could hear the Royalite compressors on 

his way home from school. 

174 

In 1940, he joined the laboratory staff of Royalite Oil Company and in 1943, went to Norman Wells with 

Imperial.  In the lab at Royalite, he tested all the wells, and also helped with the analytical work for the 

plant. 

200 

He spent three years, 1943 to 1945, at Norman Wells.  They drilled 45 wells during that period.  He did 

lab work which allowed for development of the field decades later. 

The crews went in for a year at a time and they flew in by airplane.   
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One year, during spring breakup, the airstrip was a sea of mud, so float planes could not land on the river 

ice.  They lived on macaroni and cheese for six weeks.  About one hundred men worked at the facility at 

the time. 

235 

CANOL built the pipeline that took the oil from Norman Wells to the coast. 

He left Norman Wells in 1945.  He was the only one from there that had a job waiting for him at Turner 

Valley. 



 
265 

Erick became the senior engineer for the Madison Natural Gas Company in 1945. 

270 

He transferred back to Royalite to work on the secondary recovery, water-flooding of the field.  He 

worked on the first water-flood in Canada, at Royalite #79. 

295 

He took a job with Home Oil in 1950. 

305 

Description of problems at the gas plant and the Seaboard process at the plant.  They changed to the 

Girbitol process due to high wartime demands and converted the whole plant from Seaboard to Girbitol 

without interrupting the flow of gas.  The change-over took about three months.  The Girbitol process 

extracted the sulphur and dehydrated the gas.  Startup problems caused them to split the plant in half, and 

converted the process back to a separated system.  The glycol and amine still were in solution together.  

Erick's boss asked him how they could solve this problem.  Erick boiled the solution in a bubble tower 

and separated the amine from the glycol.  The plant worked well until the 1970s. 
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In 1950, he joined Home Oil as the field engineer at the north end of Turner Valley.  He looked after daily 

and monthly production.  All the gas from the field was being flared in the north end.  The Conservation 

Board requested that the companies attempt to solve the problem of gas waste.  Home Oil bought a new 

type of compressor from Clark and used them to pump gas from its wells to the gas plant in Turner 

Valley.  Home laid old pipe on top of the ground from all its wells to collect the gas.  After two or three 

years the Conservation Board made Home Oil dig all the pipelines into the ground.  This was the first gas 

collection system in the valley.  The gas was cleaned at the gas plant in Turner Valley and then sent on to 

Calgary.  Home Oil shipped gas from 50 wells to the gas plant. 
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Price of oil after the war was one dollar per barrel and rose to three dollars per barrel in 1970.  Home Oil 

also explored in other parts of Canada, England, New Zealand, the Mediterranean and the North Sea. 

075 

Erick spent 10 years with Royalite and thirty with Home Oil. 

080 

Lillias 

Biography of Lillias Grace (Halburt) Mulder. 

She was born and raised at Trochu, Alberta. 

Her father came to Alberta in 1911 and with his brothers developed and operated the coal mine at Trochu 

for 54 years.  It closed down when oil and gas came to the area. 

She went to work for Alberta Government Telephones in Trochu.  In 1943, she moved to Turner Valley 

as the Agent-Chief Operator.  She had five women working for her.  There were only had about 300 

subscribers but toll traffic was high.  Only Edmonton and Calgary had more long distance traffic.  After 

3.5 years she married Erick. 

125 

They lived in Dogtown after she married Erick.  Flood almost got up to their house.  The lowerlying areas 

were flooded and some houses were surrounded with water. 

138 

They were promised a house up on the hill when they got married.  Madison Natural Gas offered Erick 

the same house as did the Royalite manager.  While in Vancouver on their honeymoon, the got a call 



 
telling them to stay two more weeks as no house was available for them in the valley.  When they 

returned, the boarded with Mrs. Violet Bryant for six months before they got their first house. 

157 

Their first house had three bedrooms, gas, electricity, running water and telephone. 

168 

Their first two children were born in Turner Valley, the next two in Millarville and the last one back in 

Turner Valley.  They had three girls and two boys.  The first four were born in Calgary and the last one in 

Turner Valley.  School was good. 

182 

Erick 

Schools were good and well spaced throughout the oilfield.  The Turner Valley school district took in a 

lot of money compared to other districts and so the schooling was good. 

200 

The road in front of the Royalite offices got so bad that he once saw a truck up to the bed in mud.  At 

Sterling Royalties, the road was once under 18 inches of water and you hoped you stayed on the road as 

you drove across the flat. 
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Their home at the north end, when he worked for Home Oil, was large with a full basement.  It faced the 

mountains. 

240 

Waterflooding makes the Turner Valley field still viable.  In 1948, companies hired DeGollier and 

McNaughton to analyze the potential of unitization of the Turner Valley field.  After more than a year of 

work, they decided that it could not be done.   

280 

In the late 1950s, the unitization scheme was again considered.  A committee consisting of Erick from 

Home Oil, Gordon McGuffin from Royalite and an engineer from Western Decalta created a computer 

program to evaluate the whole field.  They cut the Turner Valley field up into four oil units and one gas 

unit.  All the companies agreed to the system.  They went to the Conservation Board for approval.  Erick's 

manager asked him what could be done to improve the situation in Turner Valley.  Erick said it all 

depended on whether the company had the guts to do the unitization.  The manager said that Home Oil 

had as much guts as anyone.  Unitization was necessary to manage the field properly.  The manager went 

to the Alberta government three days later and got the unitization plan approved.  

420 

Discussion of how the gas flow rates were projected. 
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Unitization took effect in 1960. 

005 

Turner Valley is one of the most beautiful oilfields in the world. 

Most oil is found in the desert, the Arctic or the jungle. 

A discussion followed of the physical location of other oil and gas fields. 

Swan Hills, Pembina, Norman Wells, Waterton, Peace River. 

050 

Erick did the initial waterflood project for Royalite.  They took 16 wells in an area west of Turner Valley 

and used them as a test.  This test took place in 1948 and still produces oil. 

065 



 
Water for injection has to be pure in order not to plug the limestone formation.  They found a source of 

water by waterwell witching.  He found an underground water stream that went from the south fork of the 

Sheep River and developed a well that had a capacity of 10,000 barrels of water per day.  They injected 

the water at 200 pounds surface pressure into some of the wells and withdraw the oil from offsetting wells 

in the unitized area. 

115 

A month after water injection began, they got complaints from three miles away that water was getting 

into their wells. 

125 

Accidents with hydrogen sulphide.  At the Major #3 well, three men died in the basement trying to close 

the rams and stop the sour gas that was escaping.  At the north end the sulphur ratio was 500 grains per 

hundred cubic feet in the centre, 3500 in the northern end and 2500 at the southern end of the field.   

150 

In the Seaboard gas plant at Turner Valley, the hydrogen sulphide gas was exhausted up the stack by large 

fans.  Once, when the power went off, the sour gas stayed in the lower areas and the first man that walked 

in died. 

170 

Erick once went up to gauge a tank at a well.  Unaware of the sulphur content, he was less careful than 

was wise.  The separator dumped its oil into the tank and gas burped out of the top of the tank.  Overcome 

by the hydrogen sulphide, he spread eagled on the top of the tank and awoke later, much later. 

195 

Most accidents with sour gas were due to carelessness or not understanding the circumstances or the 

dangers inherent in the processing of gas. 

205 

A story about going down the centre of a scrubbing tower to clean it out, 60 feet down. 

270 

One summer, after cleaning the whole plant, they could not get one of the towers to work.  Someone had 

taken off his coveralls and they had been plugged up against the outlet pipe. 

300 

Discussion of fun including bowling, guides and scouts, softball games, skating.  They had a good hockey 

team before the war. 

330 

A hunting story about a grizzly while sheep hunting, west of Turner Valley, out by the Burns Mine.  They 

were up a valley north and west of Burns Mine with pack animals.  Erick's brother went along one side of 

the creek and he on the other.  Erick was carrying a Winchester .270.  He heard a sound from some scrub 

brush, but it did not sound like a squirrel or a marmot.  He took the safety off his gun and walked up to 

the low bush fir.  About 15 feet away, a nine foot high grizzly stood up.  All he could see in his scope was 

fur.  The bear let out a yelp, took off across the creek to another rise.  Erick fired and the bear fell and 

then got up and pawed at his shoulder.  After a ten minute wait, he went looking for the bear, but without 

success. 
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There was blood where he shot him but he could not find him.  He retraced the blood tracks until he got to 

the edge of a ravine.  
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With his field glasses he saw, about one hundred and fifty yards below, a bear paw.  The bear had rolled 

down the ravine.  After he approached carefully, he checked to make sure it was dead.  The bear had a 

hole the size of a dollar coin through his heart.  Erick and his brother skinned the bear and then had to hog 

tie up the horse in order to get the bear skin on its back. 

035 

Erick recounted all the kinds of animals he shot, including sheep, coyotes, bear and elk. 

050 

He fished with his brother on the Highwood River.  They started ten miles upriver from the ranger station 

and, with hip waders on, fished all the way down to Longview. 

070 

List of service clubs Erick joined. 

095 

Lillias 

She remembers the freeness, the sociability of the people and the beauty of the area.  She missed the 

mountains when she moved to Calgary. 

105 

Erick 

Story about Royalite #23.  They routinely shot wells with nitroglycerine.  To keep it warm, they stacked 

the nitro along the steam line and covered it with a tarp.  Someone noticed the pile smoking and hollered.  

Everyone ran for their lives.  It blew, demolished the rig and the shock waves from the explosion knocked 

out the windows in the town.  The amount used at that well was 3000 quarts. 

143 

Charlie Stonecker brought the nitro up from Montana.  When he arrived at the boarder they let him 

through quickly.  Erick held the torpedoes for Charlie when he poured the nitro into the torpedoes. 

165 

General discussion of town fires, polio and similar emergencies. 

170 

Policing in the valley was good.  Some of the RCMP men included Sid Thurston, Roy Allan and Ernie 

Anderson.  The detachment included three men and a cage in the basement for locking up prisoners.  

They were kept busy keeping law and order. 

200 

The RCMP once had to go into the mountains west of Turner Valley and bring out a pilot who crashed his 

airplane in a bad snowstorm.  They also had to investigate accidents, run down the boozers and the 

rumrunners.  Liquor was rather scarce during the war years. 

225 

Discussion of the Americans.  They brought the first expertise into the area.  Ralph Will, Clarence 

Matthews and Delbert Lewis were two Americans.  Haliburton and Dowell did the acidizing in the valley. 

255 

Discussion of Sam Coultis.  Was the chemist for the city of Calgary, in charge of the cement testing for 

the Centre Street Bridge.  He was from the eastern United States.  He was a good man and a member of 

the Masonic Fraternity.  His first house was by the flare.  He had the only telephone in all of Turner 

Valley for many years.  His wife, Ruth, was a nurse and their home was the first medical facility in the 

valley. 

300 

Trammel followed Coultis.  He came from South America, from the Standard Oil of New Jersey 

organization.  Bob Hurd followed Trammel.  Roland Thompson followed Hurd.  Stevens-Guille was the 

head of the Madison Natural Gas Company.  Erick worked for him for eight years.  Jim Young worked at 



 

the lab at the plant and during the war worked at Suffield.  Percy Wray is in hospital in Calgary.  Tommy 

Trotter followed Sam Coultis as the superintendent of the Valley Pipeline. 

400 

Story of sheep hunting with Tommy Trotter up the Sheep River. 

435 

David Lander mentioned.  Ralph Will stays in the United States in the winters but lives in Calgary the rest 

of the year.  Clarence Matthews mentioned.   
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Details of the Royalite #4 production story, fire and its dousing with steam from eight steam boilers.  It 

took about two months to get that well under control. 

020 

Charlie Nolan was a driller, from the United States. 

028 

Fred Rishaug was a rig builder. 

050 

Turner Valley, in the 1930s, "was the lifeline for southern Alberta."  It created many jobs.  Royalite often 

fed many unemployed men at its company kitchen. 

077 

End of interview. 


