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Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones 

“C” Company 

Calgary Highlanders. 

Canadian Army Overseas. 

 

Victoria Beach Man.  

Canada. 

Aug 4
th

/44 

 

Dear Art: 

Just a note to let you know that everything is going O.K. I came in from the lake to do some 

shopping + to take Dad back his holidays start Tuesday + he will get in three extra days the 

holiday week end. Jean will have given you most of the news at the beach we are all quite brown 

the weather has been nice beach weather. Your letters are coming through wonderfully quick. 

We had a letter + photo from Cliff he looks like “Monty” in it. “ha-ha” he looks very thin but 

expect he is a hard as nails. Dave seems happy to be back at sea again he sent us a picture of the 

boat. Jean worried about Beth + these dammed Robot-Bombs she is right in line of them. 

however (A F) was on her letter + we are hoping she is being moved. Peter seems to have grown 

taller since he came you should see him in the water he will soon learn to swim he has quite a 

good idea of it at he works his feet up + down much more than his [words missing in the next 

several lines due to removed stamp.]… he came in second in the final-heat… heat he looked 

behind him + boat.. on swimming but was a good sport there … eleven in it + they were 

crowded… getting 10 days holiday which is very good as she only started work in Feb + they 

gave her them now so she would get the long weekend in she also got a raise this month. Dad has 

had long days to put in with this job + is pretty tired however he thinks he has made a good job 

of it. Phily comes in every other week end + expects to be moved soon as Neepawa is closing 

down + will likely go West. Jean + Isobel are not very keen on him but I think he is all right has 

his own ideas about things which are not ours. The war news sure are encouraging these day I 

don’t think the Germans will want another winter of war. They sure are ignorant thinking they 

can get away with such warfare as they are pulling, everyone will hate them worse than ever now 

if they had stayed to war all good + well. 

May is back working don’t think she will like it after a month of leisure. Bob had been in 

Hospital with Dysentery prehaps heat gets him down Cliff says the heat + mud us terrible he had 

been to Rome + send us a picture of it it is now eleven + Dad is not home yet so will close + go 

to bed. There are quite a few people asking after you all the time but hard to remember them all. 

Best love from us all. 

You loving 

Mother. 

 

 



 

[Not delivered. “Addressee returned to Canada”]  

 

Lieut A.E. Rice-Jones 

“C” Company. 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. August 10
th

 1944 

 

My Dear Art, Jean received the bad news that you have been wounded, at three fifteen this 

afternoon, but since the wire was from Ottawa as to we by Mr MacTavish does not say 

“seriously” or “dangerously” or even severely we are hoping, for the best. In fact if it is not 

serious you will be safer by far in hospital. The wire said the nature of your wounds was not 

known, so all we can do is wait. It was of course a severe shock to Jean but Mr MacTavish 

pointed out in his wire to we that as far as could be judged by the wire we should not worry. We 

don’t quite understand why it took them eight days to let us know as the wire says you were 

wounded on the 2
nd

. We have of course been more or less on edge, knowing your outfit was in 

action and that the going was very tough. That is about the time if I remember correctly that you 

had a lot of trouble with snipers the Huns had left behind. However we [missing words in the 

next several lines due to a removed stamp.]… will write as soon as you are able… we will all be 

anxiously waiting .. and so the delay in the word… us all to the good from the… point that it will 

not be asking… get further news. I was down on… with Peter when the wire came and… it is I 

said I has put on some hail… as there had been some hail in Alberta I might… a wire. It is fairly 

rough today and Peter had great fun with me holding his hand and letting the waves break over 

him. I am getting him so that he is not afraid of the water and hope to have him taking a few 

strokes before we go in. We will sure keep Jean and Peter here as long as we can but she figures 

she does not want to be here for Jamie Littles wedding on Sept 16
th

 so don’t know whether we 

shall be able to keep her beyond that. It is to be a full dress evening wedding and naturally she 

does want to fit up for that with a war on and I am sure we won’t be there even if we get an 

invitation. Peter was just in and wanted to send you his love and tell you he hopes you will be 

home soon. Peter said were he some sis “You people shocked the daylights out of me, telling me 

about Dad.” He says it gave him the hiccups. Jean is a brush aged will be all [words missing in 

next several lines due to removed stamp.]… worry about her + Peter. I finally got… might as my 

holidays so will be… the end of the month as I have to… days next week and attend to some… 

office. I had a letter from Jeff Richliu yesterday written six days after he was wounded. He says 

he was “spattered” by a mine, but nothing serious as we are praying yours is not worse. With 

love from us all. Yours as ever. Mather and Dad. Am writing the others by airmail. You can say 

more than in wire.  

 

 

 

Lieut A.E. Rice-Jones. 

“C” Company 

Calgary Highlanders. 

“In Hospital” 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 



7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Sept 14
th

 1944. 

My dear Art. We were greatly relieved putting it mildly, to get your cable on the 12
th

 in the 

evening. The next morning we got a cable from Beth saying “Art C.H. seeing him this evening. 

 It was sure nice Beth was able to get in touch with you so soon. We had received a wire from 

the Dept. of National Defense on the 11
th

 saying you were “safe and wounded.” Jean may have 

told you but in case with did not and you do not get the letters we wrote at that time, we got the 

1
st
 wire from Ottawa saying you were wounded on Aug 2

nd
 on Aug 10

th
. Then we heard nothing 

more until the 30
th

 when Ottawa wired you were “missing.” Then on the evening of the 4
th

 

Ottawa wired “Prisoner of War in hospital in Paris.” That word evidently came out before Paris 

was liberated and was from the German Red Cross. Jean got word on the 3
rd

 that her Uncle 

Walter had found out in Ottawa that you were “a prisoner of war is hospital in Paris.” On 

Monday morning, the 11
th

, Mr. Bird of the Tribune got a report [words missing on next several 

lines die to removed stamp.]… their reporter is fired, Bird… seriously on his own… cabled 

Laubern to try and locate… hospital, Laubern being in Paris at that… he had left before he got 

Bird’s… names which are deleted from the report which I am sending you under ordinary mail, 

are major Lashers and Scott of High River. I though the report would be interesting to you. I 

should have written you last night or the night before and wrote Beth, phoned May and also 

wrote Cliff, David and Ray having previously cabled wired or phoned they all where we got the 

word from the Government that you were safe. We are still worrying as to the seriousness of 

your wounds in view of the Laubern report, but are hoping for the best. In any case after being 

“missing” the wounded part does not seem as bad as long as it is not too serious. However we 

must be patient and wait for your letters and Beth’s. Poor Beth has sure worked hard to get some 

information about you and has been greatly worried. It was fortunate she has been kept very busy 

in the hospital. She is greatly interested in her work and will be a great fighter for returned men 

after the war. Just heard from Cliff who had received my letter saying you were wounded and 

wanted we to be quick to let him know of any further word we got. Jean is leaving Tuesday with 

Mrs. MacT has stayed off here a week ago when Mr. MacT went through to Quebec. Jean is 

bound is bound to get back to the coast. I took Peter up to Eatons stables and embies to see their 

horses about thirty five of them. We had a great time. Jamie Little took a couple of pictures of 

Peter and I together that are quite good. I am having copies made for you. You should get a 

bunch of cigs and chocolates + gum when your mail catches up with you. Mother is fine and 

feeling greatly relieved. Mrs. MacT has been here quite a bit. Love from us both and Isobel. 

Yours as ever. Mother + Dad. 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Sept 26
th

 1944. 

 

My Dear Art. You long hoped for letters arrived yesterday. Yours of the 14
th

 and 17
th

 came 

together as well as Beth’s of the 13
th

. Then there were three for Jean from you and one for Jean 

from Beth. We called Jean by long distance to Regina and gave her all the news and send her 

letters as by the next arrival. As far as we can make out you have had a very tough time, old man, 

and I guess the yanks didn’t get you out of there (Paris) any time soon, but we are feeling greatly 

relieved to hear you say you were beginning to feel more like yourself again. The first word we 



got was Monday evening when Mrs Tucker phoned Mother and said she had just received a letter 

from her son, the major and that he said to tell us that you were picking up fast and that you had 

lots of fight in you. We were glad you insisted on Beth going to Scotland for her leave as it was 

very hard on her when we did not know what had happened to you, especially when her work is 

quite strenuous. Beth certainly worked hard trying to follow up every possible source of 

information. Don’t see why Ottawa could not have told us [words missing in the next several 

lines due to removed stamp.] … probably a prisoner of war, but the war… to were so darned sure 

you must be… hospitals in France, though of the friends… knew different as you will see… 

which Beth should have received by this… report came from Dick Laubern The tribune reporter 

in France. He got the information from two of your majors, major ____ and major Scott of High 

River and the colonel (name not mentioned) I am writing  Laubern to thank him. Bird of the 

tribune cabled Laubern right of the bat when he heard you were missing to see what he could 

find out. We are just beginning to relax a little and of course are tremendously relieved but will 

not feel satisfied until the doctors have had a look at your leg. But we do feel that the fact that 

your temperature has gone down is a good sign and indicated your leg is not in too bad shape. I 

hear that there is no infection. So here’s hoping we will soon get a good report regarding it. We 

are sure all tickled that you want to be sent to Deer Lodge and I cabled you today that it would 

be O.K. with us for Jean and Peter to stay here. I cabled as we figured that the sooner you got 

your application in the better. Isobel will be going in training at new years and Mother + I would 

be alone. As you say, Peter can go to school here. It won’t matter him changing schools at his 

age. If I don’t see you while your wounds are healing, you will get working and in two years I 

shall be retired and we shall be moving to the coast and we might never have another chance to 

see much of you. As you suggest, I think you would get more visitors from outside the family or 

at least as many as you would in Calgary and certainly I think you would be lonely in the 

hospital in Vancouver. Mrs. MacTavish may want you to go to the coast, but don’t let her talk 

you into it. A Winnipeg lieut. who enlisted in Vancouver came back to Deer Lodge so transfers 

can be got but I hope you will already have your application in when you get this.  

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

“C” Company 

Calgary Highlanders 

“In Hospital” 

Canadian Army Overseas. 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Oct 2
nd

 1944. 

 

My Dear Art. We were greatly pleased to receive your letter of Sept 23
rd

 today. Beth’s of the 24
th

 

came by the same mail, also one from Cliff written on the 23
rd

. Got one from David on the 30
th

 

written on the 22
nd

. We are much pleased to hear you are waking up and feeling more like 

yourself, though I gather your complete recovery is going to be slow. But of course we are not 

complaining as everything considered things worked out pretty well. Another week or two in 

Paris and you might have been beyond recovery. That report was sent by Dick Laubern the 

Winnipeg Tribune reporter in France. Where we met Mr. and Mrs. MacTavish at the stations, 

Bird the editor of the tribune was there and told us that as soon as he saw the report that you 



were a prisoner of war in hospital in Paris as Paris had already been liberated he immediately 

cabled Laubern who was in Paris to try to locate you. By the time the cable reached Laubern, he 

had left Paris, but he went right to the C.H’s and talked to Major Lasher of Calgary, that is the 

first officer mentioned and the next person is major Scott of High River. I am going to write 

Laubern and thank him. Bird gave we the cable. That was fortunate, very fortunate you got those 

Red Cross parcels. We had been giving them 15.00 a year since the war started and 20.00 last 

year, so are very glad we did. I cabled you the same day as we got your letters of the 14
th

 and 

17
th

 that was the 25
th

 telling you [words missing in next several lines due to removed stamp.].. 

would sure be simply ridiculous for you… Calgary and for Jean to have to board… when we 

have lots of room here and… go to school here just as well as at… and then as you say you could 

spend… at the beach and get really back to… form again you don’t need to worry about the 

question of paying board for Jean + Peter. We can discuss that later. We have not taken a cent 

from Jean last year or this. We might get you up to the suite for Christmas too. The ambulance 

people could carry you up on a stretcher. I guess it seems strange and even funny now to read my 

letters and cables to Beth and her replies, but as you say, it sure wasn’t funny then! I sure did 

have fun with Peter. We decided it would be best not to tell him you were missing as he seemed 

to be worried about you as it was. He picked up the least word said about you if he overheard it 

and whenever a wire came wanted to know if it was about you. Believe me he sure is strong and 

active. He will make a great rugby or hockey player that boy. I can see him carrying the ball 

down the field now when he gets bigger. [Words missing in next several lines due to removed 

stamp.]… He made a flying leap off of one of the cots at… and hit right on my back. He is 

starting to… be quite tall I think. With love from us both… yours as ever. Mother and Dad. 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

“C” Company. 

Calgary Highlanders 

“In Hospital”. 

Canadian Army Overseas. 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. 

Winnipeg. Man. 

Oct 4
th

 1944. 

 

My Dear Art, 

 I did not have room to cover everything on the blue air mail letter I wrote you on the 2
nd

 

in reply to yours of the 23
rd

 Sept received that day. I am writing this by ordinary mail so that I 

can send you the snaps of Peter and me which Jamie Little Harvey took. We didn’t have the film 

so had some reprints made. They are not quite as clear as the originals take of the film, which are 

the two smaller pictures. I also enclose two for Beth. Yesterday morning I went to the station to 

meet a bunch of wounded and older men being returned to Canada, Amery whom was one of our 

men whose family had moved to Vancouver since he enlisted in 1939 said he had no difficulty 

whatever in his destination changed from Winnipeg to Vancouver. Talked to several others about 

change of destination and one of the committee suggested that Colonel Bell the M.G of M. D. 10 

would be a good man to discuss it with. I couldn’t get colonel Bell this morning but got Major 



Whelfley the 2
nd

 in command. After I told him about your situation he said you would not have 

any difficulty in getting sent to Deer Lodge instead of Calgary. He said he knew of several men 

who had got switched on the voyage over. He said that when you and Jean were both raised here 

and lived here until a few years ago and the fact that we lived here would be all the reason 

necessary to back up your request, especially when they have a special orthopedic ward at Deer 

Lodge which is where you would be sent for the kind of a wound you have got, according to the 

way I described it to him. He says there is not an orthopedic hospital at Calgary. Anyway this is 

where you should be. We have all kinds of room for Jean and Peter and from the length of time 

you figure it is going to take for you to get around, it is important you get here, so that we can 

visit you and then get you home when they will let you come and then when summer comes to 

the beach. Then there are quite a lot of other people you know here. Then I figure on going to see 

the British Trade commissioner here and see if you cannot land on agency for some good British 

product for a large territory. It just occurs to me, if you can find out about when you are sailing 

you should cable Jean to be here by a certain date. That would mean that you were sailing though 

you probably wouldn’t be able to say so in a cable. Mother is planning already how to get you up 

to the suite for Christmas dinner if they will let you come. We could get you carried up on a 

stretcher and maybe stay all day, if it wouldn’t be too much after going through what you have 

and being in bed so long. The parcel we order to 26
th

 Sept should contain the following: 

12 oz grape fruit juice (concentrated) 2oz of concentrated orange juice. Tomato soup. Mushroom 

juice. 1lb fruit cake. 3 pounds of shortbread. Cream cheese Ritz biscuits. 1/2 lb sweet biscuits. 

1/2lb soda crackers. Oxo cubes. 7oz hot chocolate. 4 chocolate bars. 2pints toffee. 1 colgate gift 

kit. 1 razor. Crib board. 1 pack of cards. Please let us know if that is in the parcel when you get 

it, as there has been some complaints of shortages. After this we are going to put Beth name on 

the parcels as the alternate in case you have sailed for home. With love from us both and Isobel. 

Yours as ever.  

Mother is sure feeling lots different since we heard from you. 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones 

“C” Company 

Calgary Highlanders  

“In Hospital” 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg Oct 9
th

 1944.  

 

My Dear Art. Many thanks for your letter of Sept. 29
th

 received the 7
th

. We are so pleased to hear 

you are improving steadily. We can see it ourselves in your writing which has improved greatly 

since your first letter two weeks ago and it more like your old writing. We were going to send 

you a new pen, but decided it might miss you, so will wait till you get here. You can use one of 

Beth’s in the mean time. Beth said they took everything you had. We are wondering if they took 

your watch, but guess not or Beth would have mentioned it. I expect you got the hives from 

eating a lot of fruit when you had not had any for some time. Cliff and his outfit all had hives 

after they hit Italy and were filling up on fruit. You say you haven’t received any letters from us 

from the end of July to one written about Aug 25
th

. I wrote you July 3
rd

 which maybe the one you 



received the end of the month, July 12
th

 and July 21
st
. Then I was working about eleven hours a 

day- no kidding- trying to finish a new salary schedule so that I could get away on my holidays, 

which I finally did on August 5. I was supposed to go on July 24
th

. Then I wrote you on Aug 

10
th

, 12
th

, 22
nd

 and 28
th

 and Sept 5
th

 which you got and at least once a week since. Isobel has 

written you three times since sept 5
th

. [words missing in the next several lines due to removed 

stamp]… lots of cigs if not three on the way somewhere… whether you got the June shipment. 

Then… too a few days ago, What we will do now… at least 100 a month and she can share… 

and then any that came after you leave for home she can give to men on her wards if she has any 

surplus. We will be sure you have plenty, but if if address them to you and you have left for 

Canada Beth will not likely get them. We are all thrilled to hear you have put in your application 

to be sent to Deer Lodge. It would be a shame for them to send you any other place. Immediately 

on receipt of your first to letters which came together I cabled you that we would be glad to have 

Jean + Peter here and got you to put your application in right away. They are said to have one of 

the best orthopedic doctors in Canada at Deer Lodge and you would be under his care. That’s 

just what I said in my letter that we might be able to get you home for Christmas day. Wouldn’t 

that be great. Anyway we could all come out to see you and spend all the time permitted with 

you if the M.G wouldn’t let you out. Just imagine you wondering whether it would be all right 

for Jean and Peter to come here. Believe me we shall be a sore and very disappointed bunch if 

you don’t come to Deer Lodge. It would be terrible lonesome for you at Vancouver not having 

any people outside the family and Calgary. Would be any good for you or Jean either though you 

would no doubt get quite a few visitors but we feel you would be much more satisfied here. We 

are hoping the result of their examination of your leg will show that everything is O.K with it, as 

far as can be expected. The length of time it will take doesn’t matter so much, as long as it gets 

O.K again. I have been making enquiries at the M.G’s office and Osbrue and they say you should 

have no difficulty in getting switched to Deer Lodge. Say how are you going to let Jean know 

when to arrive to Winnipeg so she will be here when you arrive. With love from us both + 

Isobel. Yours as ever. Mother + Dad. 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave Winnipeg. Oct 11
th

 1944. 

 

My Dear Art. Thanks very much for your letters and the 4
th

 received yesterday. I wrote you on 

the 9
th

 but will drop a few lines covering the points in your letter. Now you have started getting 

letter written since you arrived in England you should get one every week and as nearly as I can 

figure, there are six letters written you before we knew where you were that you haven’t got yet. 

I can see now that I should have written you more often since we knew where you were, But I 

figured your back mail would be catching up with you and you would have reams of letters to 

read, but I suppose you probably will never get them now. What about your bit and outfit. Did 

you save any of that? We didn’t know whether we should address your mail # 23 or not but we’ll 

do so from now on. Cannot the Colonel in charge at beaverden help you make the switch to Deer 

Lodge. Anyway, if you don’t get word before you sail, keep right after them on the boat. The 



M.G’s office here tells me plenty have been switched on the voyager over. Jean can be all ready 

to leave Vancouver and she can get here before you if you wire her when you land. MacTavish 

surely shouldn’t mind or Jean either your coming to Winnipeg. You are our son, not 

MacTavish’s. How would Mr. + Mrs. MacTavish like it if the situation was reversed and it was a 

son of theirs that was going to Deer Lodge and would not know a sole here except his wife and 

Mother + I. We haven’t heard from Jean, but I will write her. As far as Peter going [words 

missing for next several lines due to removed stamp.] changing schools. They may not have… 

him at Vancouver as their not yet sure… his school when he will at the won’t… have been going 

for two months will… effect on him. It is sure good news… your leg is coming along fairly 

well… arm is going to be in a cast for a year. To university studying law. He was… you. He 

married Margaret Bier. Do you know what you weighed when you were rescued by the U.S. 

troops. What happened to the other seven or eight men that report said they had to leave behind 

with you. Gather from what you say Beth has recovered her usual pep and cheerfulness. She was 

feeling pretty blue when you were missing as you will know. I had a letter from sister May, she 

was sure badly upset about you. Philip who is training in Leads writes that her heart is much 

better and they think she will be completely O.K. by Christmas. He says he understand their 

home was damaged nine times by Robot-bombs. David’s address is: 

L-Bas-S. Rice-Jones V 6’40. H.M.C.T. Levis Croft. M.C.Halifax Nova Scotia. Isobel has written 

Beth and you three letters each since Sept 3
rd

 so you should be getting mail right away. J.B Cross 

phoned up on his way there asking for Jean, but Isobel answered the phone and too dumb to give 

us a chance to speak to him. Tell Beth we now hear Brian Dickson has one [missing words on 

next several lines due to removed stamp.]… don’t think we will sell the cottage except… there is 

a man talking about buying on that… we will have a cottage for you to spend the summer… can 

bet your boots at that. With love from… 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

“C” Company. 

Calgary In Hospital 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg Oct 16, 1944. 

 

My dear Art. I am going to be tied up for the next three evenings so will write you a note tonight. 

Mrs. Purdy is sick and has to go to hospital as soon as she can get a room. They don’t know what 

is wrong. We are going over to see them tomorrow evening. Wednesday bradocks are coming 

over, we haven’t seen them since last spring and Thursday I am going to a Strathcona meeting. 

Their present Colonel who is back from Italy wounded is going to speak. Well now for the 

important news. We got a letter from Jean today and she is all set to come here. As you well 

know by this time, they would not take Peter to the public schools so he is back in kindergarten, 

and Jean is not raising any objection about Peter changing schools. So the only thing that 

remains to be done is for you to get the transfer to Deer Lodge which as I have said before I am 

told should not be difficult. They are building a new wing to Deer Lodge Hospital you should get 

a parcel we ordered on Sept 26
th

 by the time you get this. We sent Beth on Sept 23
rd

 you should 



have received 300 cigs by now also Beth another 300 and we sent Beth 3 X 300 last week and 

are sending you the same this week. It is easier to order them that way than 300 at a time. The 

change in the system sure balled. [words missing in the next several lines due to removed stamp.] 

… The weather has turned warm here. It is… summer. The last two days, but just… don’t like 

the Winnipeg climate. I am … forward to getting to the coast. You… to worry if we sell the 

cottage, the money… into government Victory Bonds. I figure that with that and the cash we can 

get out of my insurance, we can pay cash in full for our cottage and expenses moving out. If we 

can get settled and everything paid for, we shall be able to get by on my pension 49.30 per month 

with what I can pick up by working one way and another we can have a good garden and it 

wouldn’t need to be and very big one at that for two of us. There are different things I can make 

the odd dollar at. We won’t need much besides my pension. So you don’t need to worry. We are 

really relaxing now, so you don’t need to worry about us. We feel more relieved since they took 

the cast off and found not too much infection. We are going to order your Christmas parcel 

tomorrow and would suggest that if you leave for Canada before you get it you leave instructions 

for you parcels and mail to be forwarded over to Beth. We will put her down as the alternate 

address anyway. We had a letter from David. And have since heard from Mrs. Hossach he spent 

a 48 leave with Peggy. He has gained 10lbs and has a great tan. So you know which direction he 

travels. He gets some swimming as well. The submarines got one of our Canadian ships on a 

recruit convoy but all expect the men were saved. It was the same kind of a boat as Dave is on. 

Jean seems to be worrying about who will look after Peter while she goes to see you at Deer 

Lodge. But there will be no trouble about that. When we want to visit you at night Jean can go in 

the afternoon and there will not be and difficulty about that. Had to work all day yesterday so 

have got behind with my correspondence again. With love from is both + Isobel. Yours as ever, 

Mother + Dad. 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

In Hospital 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Oct 25
th

 1944 

 

My dear Art. Many thanks for your two letters of the 14
th

 received the 20
th

 and containing the 

surprising and grand news that you are getting around in a wheel chair and learning to use 

crutches. Also that you are feeling so much better and more like your old self again. We are 

hoping to get word from you soon that your transfer to Deer Lodge has been arranged. I wrote 

Ottawa and got a reply today as follows: “Acknowledgement is made of your letter of the 7
th

 

October stating your preference and that of your son Lieut. A.E. Rice Jones to be returned to 

military district no10 rather than military district number 13. Your letter has been passed to the 

appropriate authorities and the procedure you wish will be followed if no unforeseen difficulties 

are presented. You son should be notified to signify his preference to the appropriate authorities 

before embarkation. The letter was from the army Deputy minister of the Dept. of national 

defense. So it looks encouraging. We had a nice letter from Jean and they would not take Peter in 

the public school so he is going to kindergarten, but that removes any question about changing 



schools. Jean seems quite satisfied to come here. Jimmy Milue, one of the welcoming committee 

phoned we to say, they would be glad to arrange for someone to visit you, but I told him it was 

not necessary and gave him Brian Dickson’s address. He has lost a leg and knows no one. He is 

at no 4. Where is that. We can quite [words missing for next several lines due to removed 

stamp.]… that you find plenty to do and are busy… you are awake. You will no doubt… lot of 

sleep for some time. They sure have… their ideas about caring for wounded men… rounds, 

haven’t they. The Lady Nelson came in again recently. Gen Rellet was on her wounded in the 

arm when the Americans dropped their bombs short by mistake. Have been addressing letters 

recently to # 23 as you suggested. That probably should have been major Cliff of High River 

asked of Beth. We will try to write Beth more often as you suggest. She sure had a tough month 

of it as you say and I am sure she will miss you greatly, but she will settle down again. There is 

no doubt now that if you are at Deer Lodge you will be able to be home for Xmas. It will sure be 

great. I have been very busy at the office again and have had to work at night some. As far as I 

can see it is going to be that way as long as I am here. They have been enough special jobs for 

me to do to keep me busy till I retire in two years. I told about the parcels in Beth’s letters there 

is the same in yours as her or is supposed to be except there is a thing of concentrated grape juice 

instead of something else, we just put Beth’s name as the alternative in case you have left for 

home. Haven’t heard from David but he stayed a 48 with Jamiesons and Peggy when he was last 

in. They wrote Mrs. Hossach he is looking like a million and has a great tan. . Jimmy Milue gets 

the lists before the boat docks and is going to let me know when your name is on and I will write 

Jean to come provided we know you have been switched. With love from us both and Isobel. 

Yours as ever. Mother + Dad. 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

In Hospital 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Nov 1
st
 1944 

 

My dear Art. Many thanks for your letter of Oct 20
th

 received Oct 30
th

. It is sure grand to hear 

how you are getting around on your crutches and feeling strong all the time. Your letters read 

more like you used to write. Your Sergeant Major, Cooper is back and sure thinks you are a 

wonder, according to the interview he gave the press when he arrived back in Vancouver. The 

free press gave you headlines on the front page with tour photo and the Tribune also printed the 

interview of which we are mailing you copies by ordinary mail. He gave you credit for having 

lots of courage and packing him out. Will address all letters to #23 from now on but according to 

the time other get back after being wounded, if we count you time from the tome you landed 

back in England, you should get back here about the first week in December. If the parcels take 

about six weeks as you wrote Jean, you should get the one we sent you about Nov 7
th

 or 

thereabouts. Also you should have some cigs by now. We are not sending any more cigs to you 

as it is not likely you will get them or Beth either. But we are sending Beth enough for both of 

you. The cig business has been very unsatisfactory since they changed the system and you cannot 

send them in more than 300lots, but you can order 3x300 to be sent at intervals. Well, we are 



hoping that transfer to Deer Lodge goes through, but I guess there isn’t any more we can do 

about it. They have a new wing to Deer Lodge will on the road to completion. [words missing for 

next several lines due to removed stamp.]… have lots of room. There is a regular… about the 

70000 zombies who are… their heads off and lots of them bragging… and saying the active 

troops are “suckers”. There have been clashes at several places. The cabinet at Ottawa have been 

meeting for eight days over it but doubt if they will do anything. Mackenzie King is bound to 

protect his Quebec vote regardless of the war. Anyway, King’s attitude has so undermined the 

morale of a lot of these zombies that they openly say, they will not go overseas. That is the kind 

of talk King’s policy has encouraged. It is sure a tragedy for the Country, which is split wide 

open over it. But as far as King is conceived it is purely a question of votes, as if he loses his 

Quebec vote, he will not even have the largest group in the house, which he may have if he can 

hold it. I will not duplicate news which is in Beth’s letter. I think I have arrangement made which 

will give us plenty of time to wire Jean + Peter to come + give them enough time to get here 

ahead of you. With love from us all. 

Yours as ever, Mother + Dad.  

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Nov 10
th

 1944 

 

My dear Art. We just packed a parcel for Beth which I am sure she will share with you, that is 

she “eats” part of it, if by any stretch of bad luck you should still be there when it arrives. Most 

of it is personal stuff for Beth, but there is a lbs of coffee and 14 chocolate bars, real ones, the 

first time we have been able to get them in quantity. We have not received any letter from you 

since I wrote you Nov 1
st
 but that is ok as long as you are getting better and enjoying working at 

it. I mean occupying yourself and learning to get around on your crutches. Hope you have got 

word you are to go to Deer Lodge. Well the lid really blew off here when Ralston resigned. Even 

the liberal party papers admit that it was created a crisis for King and some are evening saying it 

may develop into a national crisis. People now feel that Kings Plebiscite on conscription for 

overseas service was just a political bluff and that he never intended to use the power he asked 

for. Ralph Allen says that every single officer below the rank of General whom he has 

interviewed in France says the reinforcements have been only partly trained. McNaughton has 

addressed two legion meeting and got quite a ride. It is obvious now that the reason King picked 

McNaughton for commander of the [words missing for next several lines due to removed 

stamp.]… forces was because he agreed not.. conscription and now because.. the best and most 

experienced man… troops into battle. McNaughton sure pulled a boner when he went into the 

cabinet. People figure he did it to get even with Ralston and the army generals who opposed him 

and it now looks as if Ralston knew what he was doing when he forced McNaughton out. If we 

could just have an election now we would be through with King which is the only thing that will 

satisfy the public. It is sure a dirty shame the way King has and is playing politics with mens 

lives for political reasons, namely so that the way that he retains a hold on Quebec for the Liberal 

party and curry favour with the Catholic Church. This man Bouchard, a French Canadian himself 



has sure shown them up. He is making a speaking town of Canada, telling how a group of French 

Canadians backed by the Catholic Church aim to get control of the government of Canada and 

they will sure do it if people don’t wake up.  Am sending clipping re your sergeant major 

interviews about you. With love from us both. Yours as ever. Mother + Dad.  

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Nov 17
th

 1944 

 

My dear Art, Isobel received your letter two days ago and we had two from Beth during the last 

week, so we have all the latest news. We are a little disturbed when you said there was a terrible 

swell from your cast, but understand that is not uncommon. We hope they found everything 

progressing favourably when they changed the cast. You will no doubt tell us about that in your 

next. Well there is a great tragedy being enacted in Canada. Mackenzie King has split the 

country all to pieces over the question of putting the conscription law into effect in order to 

ensure that there will be ample reinforcements for the infantry. But knowing he is through over 

the rest of Canada, is determined to try to hold the Quebec vote for the liberal party, and in doing 

so or trying to do so he is bitterly antagonising the rest of Canada against Quebec and the French 

Canadians. The poor old fellow is apparently so out of touch with what is going on that he 

believes what the Free Press is writing. I don’t think they could get twenty percent of the seats in 

Canada besides Quebec right now, but [words missing for next several lines due to removed 

stamp.]…he is tricky enough and unscrupulous… that by the time he calls an election… on some 

other issue, but never again will… vote for the Liberal party is a dominion… as long as King is 

connected with the… he had the greatest opportunity any politician… Canada ever had to make 

this a real country… too anxious for power for King and… Liberal party, but it has failed 

miserably. But believe me, he has sure raised a storm. I don’t look for anything to happen in the 

session at Ottawa. Too many of the Liberal members at Ottawa are nothing but this horse party 

politicians. You know some of them. I hope I am wrong but doubt it. What they should do is 

have King resign and get Ralston to lead the liberal party. I hate to have to write you such stuff 

as this, but it is absolutely sickening. But you know that people with sons in the forces can only 

feel that where there is a doubt, to put the best possible face on it, why we should place safe and 

send over every trained man there is, but of course King being a batchelor doesn’t think as any 

ordinary man things and as long as he can protect that French Canadian vote of his in Quebec is 

quite willing to take a chance on sacrificing a few thousand of out men on the battlefield. 

McNaughton is just there to get revenge on Ralston. With love from us both and Isobel. Yours as 

ever. Mother + Dad.  

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 



 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Nov 26
th

 1944 

 

My dear Art. Thanks very much for your letters of Nov 10
th

 and 17
th

 received on the 18
th

 and 

23
rd

. I wrote you last on the 17
th

. We are naturally very disappointed that your return home is 

delayed, but quite agree that it is much safer for you to remain with the doctors who know your 

leg. In Beth’s letter of the 19 the day after they opened your leg up and which came in four days 

Beth said the doctors were quite satisfied with the progress your leg is making. The important 

thing is to be where you can get the best medical attention and if you feel you are getting it there 

that is the place for you to be till they feel your leg is in the clear from infection. Now they have 

cleaned up this pocket of puss, it may not be long before they feel you can safely come home. 

We were glad to hear you and Beth were pleased with the parcels. We are going to send all the 

parcels to Beth as you will likely have left by the time any further parcels arrive. We will send 

one to Beth every two weeks for both of you. We sent Beth a swell parcel with her clothes and 

the way things have turned out it was fortunate we sent [words missing for next several lines due 

to removed stamp.]… Christmas parcel, though it is all… gave Beth the figures on the cigs we… 

(1500). Mother has got three gallons… juice she made so you won’t miss the… is really good 

with ginger ale, much… the bought stuff. The zombie situation…. So far at the Ottawa 

sessions... is one blessing, I think the old man has cooked his goose. His political trickery has 

finally caught up with him. But it’s a dirty shame to see them playing politics where mens lives 

are at stake. The worst of it is that there are many people who have no relatives in the forces who 

don’t know there is a war and who still support him for party reasons. Isobel is going out these 

days with a lieutenant in the navy. He has been attached to the RN, has over four years at sea, 

was wounded some time ago + mentioned in despatches. Tell Beth. I expect you will be showing 

her this letter anyway. Cliff says he hasn’t heard from you for some weeks. He doesn’t seem to 

be feeling as good as usual [words missing for next several lines due to removed stamp.]… letter 

there was a report they might be sent… the Japs, believe me, if they send fellows Cliffs… having 

full conscription first it will sure… With love, from us both Yours as ever, Mother… 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Dec 3
rd

 1944. 

 

My dear Art, 

 Just a line to wish you many happy returns of the Day. Hope your leg is doing O.K. We 

did not hear from either you or Beth this last week but very often we get your letters on Monday 

which is tomorrow. We haven’t heard from Jean for some time.  

There is absolutely no news this week and any there is, is in Beth’s letters with you [words 

missing for next several lines due to removed stamp.]…no doubt see… poor crop on the farm… 

year. Only eight bushels per acre. Weather here is mild, but sure loathe the winters here now. I 

can’t just understand why. But I am looking forward to getting out to the coast when I am retired. 



I think the rotten political situation is hard on a person. It is so depressing to have the Prime 

Minister of our country playing politics with mens lives at stake. With love from us both. 

 Yours as ever. Mother + Dad.   

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Dec 10
th

 1944. 

 

My dear Art. Many thanks for your letter of Nov 30
th

. There isn’t much to write about, so wrote 

a joint letter to you and Beth and about all this will be is our very best wishes for a Happy 

Christmas and the new year. We have given up any hope that you will be here for Christmas 

though we realize it could be yet.  

What makes Arthur “worn out” is he working. Too bad they had to open your leg up when it was 

healed, but the healing up part seems not to be difficult.  

I really don’t feel a bit like xmas. In fact don’t expect too. Mackenzie King has just about 

flattened things out and left people feeling sick to think that we had a man as premier who would 

play politics and waste time with political manoeuvres when [words missing for next several 

lines due to removed stamp]… were at stake for lack of reinforcements… the zombies mutinying 

I… King more than the zombies. King has to all intents + purposes been conducting a school to 

educate young men and some of the parents that they shouldn’t have to volunteers for overseas 

service unless you feel like it. Some of these young shysters quote Mackenzie King as their 

authority for refusing to go active. Now after encouraging them for three years not to go active, 

he is using every means and manoeuvre imaginable. It is very disgraceful and humiliating. It is 

for Canada. Again with our best wishes for a Happy Xmas. With love from us both and Isobel. 

Yours as ever. Mother + Dad. 

Wrote to Jean but haven’t heard from her in some weeks. 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Dec 17
th

 1944. 

 

My dear Art. This will not be a very long letter as I have a few people I want to send Christmas 

cards to as well as write you gang. We had a phone call from Mr. A.C. Rigby of 296 Niagara st. 

Winnipeg. Who said that his nephew or rather his wife’s nephew Russell Shautz was in the next 

bed to you, badly wounded and that you had written Shautz’s sister in Alberta for him as he 

could not write and that he and his wife were wondering if you would mind writing them at the 

above address and let them know how Russell was doing and whether he had received any 

cigarettes as they had sent his some. They were very appreciative of your having written to 



Russell’s sister, I think he said at Red Deer or was it Carstairs or maybe Carbon, but they have 

no more word as to how he is doing so if you could drop them even a few lines now and then 

they would be very thankful. Ruby said Shautz was a Calgary Highlanders. 

Say by the way, how would it be [words missing for next several lines due to removed stamp]… 

to leave word for them to deliver…to Beth after you leave for Canada. The could read own… 

them destroying it and send Jean’s… to you. Beth says the doctors say your leg is doing O.K. 

Which we hope is right. Of course these things take time. I met a man the other day who was in 

hospital for two years after the last war and who has been working with same as anyone else ever 

since except that it took him a year or so to get going full steam again. We haven’t heard from 

Jean for weeks about six or seven weeks anyway, but I guess she is all right or you would have 

mentioned it to us. I expect she is kept pretty busy with the house and writing to you and reading 

your parcels. Things keep pretty strenuous here. That is I mean the work at the office. As far as I 

can see it is going to be that way with me till I am through two years from now. Well hope you 

had a good Christmas and Beth too, though I am writing her a few lines also. With love from us 

both. Yours as ever, Mother + Dad. 

 

 

 

Lieut. A.E. Rice-Jones. 

#23 Canadian General Hospital 

“In Hospital” 

Canadian Army Overseas 

 

7-534 Wardlaw Ave. Winnipeg. Jan 9
th

 1945. 

 

My dear Art. Had a nice letter from Jean yesterday. She seems to think you may be leaving 

anytime and hope she is right. Peter apparently got a big kick out of his Christmas presents. I am 

going to look into the possibility of Peter going to school when they get here. Jean was asking 

about it. We were much pleased to hear you are feeling more like yourself again. Its a good sign 

your temperature is keeping down. That is really good, you playing chess. I remember when I 

used to play and you and the rest of the gang used to think it was a terrible game, or maybe you 

were too small to know much about it. I used to like it but you can hardly call it relaxation. It’s 

really hard work if you concentrate on it. That’s a good joke about the fish. You want to send 

Cliff all the jokes you can when you write him. He loved them. I was figuring I might see the 

American consul and British Trade Commissioners here some of these days to see what the 

chances would be for you to get the agency for some good line or lines for Western Canada. 

Something like plastics would be good I should think. It was 20º below to 27º below for nearly a 

week but is back up to around zero today. There was very little wind except on one day so it 

wasn’t bad, though we just stay home at nights. We don’t go out much anymore. The number of 

street car passengers have doubled since 1939 and they have very little additional equipment, so 

you can’t depend on quick service and its no fun waiting at a street car stop this kind of weather. 

You can’t depend on taxi’s either especially when you need one badly as that is generally when a 

lot of other people want one also. Well heres hoping your leg is doing well.  

With love from us both + Isobel. Yours as ever. 

Mother + Dad   

 


