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[Letter from Lorne Brook to Sidney Brook, probably sent to him while he was at Sarcee Camp, ca. 

July – August 1916. On scrap piece of paper, scribbles in pencil, labeled] Lorne’s letter to Papa. 

 

 

 

[Letter from Gordon Brook to Sidney Brook, probably sent to him while he was at Sarcee Camp, ca. 

July – August 1916. On scrap piece of paper, pencil drawing of tents, some colored with green 

crayon, labeled] Sarcee Camp [on reverse of piece of paper] Gordon is dictating the following:- 

There’s the 10 Sarcee Camps - I’m the artist. I wrote it at school and brought it home, to send it to 

you. I wrote “I see a hat.” and “Pat has 2 hats,” at school. This piece of paper I tore out of my 

scribbler. Yr. little son Gordon. Arnott says we want you to come home soon. 

 

 

 

Private S. Brook 

737052 

Company A 

113
th

 O.B.C.E.F. 

 

Sarcee Camp 

June 28
th

, 1916 

 

Dearest Isabelle 

 

Would have dropped you a line yesterday but was rushed for time. Steady rain on this morning - 

am just waiting to be fitted out - allotted to pretty good bunch of fellows for tent mates - all the 

men seem friendly - seven in our tent - & good hearted. 

 

Had very pleasant trip in, altho we passed through rain there was none in Calgary until short 

shower fell about 5-15. 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Nixon came to Gartly and Mr. & Mrs. Longmire went to Edmonton. Mrs. L. is 

to undergo operation for appendicitis in Edmonton Hospital. Lavers is getting along fine, he is in 

Musketry instruction class this morning. Findlay is not in Camp yet. Sir Sam Hughes was here 

yesterday but I was not in time to see him. I may have but little to do to-day but just now expect 

to be called any minute so will drop this in the Post Box. Be of good cheer. Tell Gordon and 

Arnott they must learn to write so as to send me a letter. 

 

Your loving husband 

 

Sidney Brook 

 



[on reverse of letter] 

 

I am still strongly of the opinion that I'll see you in Harvest time. 

 

Would you like my picture in uniform? I left the house plans with Mr. Farrow but have to send 

him instructions - couldn't write on the train  the road is too rough. 

 

Got glass + hand on my watch. 

 

I suppose you thought I had missed the train yesterday morning but I had 30 minutes to wait. 

 

Sidney 

 

 

 
737052 Company A 

Sarcee 

June 29th, 1916 

 

My dear Isabelle 

 

Camp is keeping dirty, an occasional shower prevents the little bit of sunshine we get, from drying 

the ground up. Didn't do anything yesterday but acquaint myself with things in general. To-day I've 

taken lectures in Musketry. To-morrow the orders are for a days route march - full equipment, but I 

may get out of that if I have to continue Musketry lessons. 

 

To day was the day of days in Camp - no trouble getting the men out this morning - it was pay day, 

and now at supper time there are but a few for the mess tent. 

 

It seems strange to be separated from you, how are you in health and otherwise? How are my little 

boys? Does Lorne seem to miss me much?  

 

Just back from Supper and I'm going down in appettite fast. The weather is clearing up fine. Saw 

John Burns Martin last evening he is now in the ranks and likes it better than the office work. 

 

Say I saw my shadow, as I was coming from Supper and didn't know it was Sidney Brook at all, did I 

tell you in my last that I am in uniform, except pants - of course you know I wear a pretty big Cap 

and it was the cap that spoiled my shadow.  

 

This is a jumbled up sort of a letter but you must excuse that as there are 4 men here all talking and 

cleaning up for going out.  

 

There is about everything a soldier wants in camp or just out of camp over in Tipperary and things 

are cheap here. 

 

I am just waiting round to catch our Serj-Maj to see about your Separation allowance, when I know 

something definite I will tell you, but just now do not expect or depend upon it for a month or so. 

 



[The following passage was crossed out with a large 'X' through it] 

 

As to Patriotic Fund you may get that some time soon but you must procure birth certificates for each 

of our boys and send them to me do this at once. 

 

You will get certificates for Glen and Lorne from A Farrow and for Arnott + Gordon send to 

"Registrar of Births + Deaths", Manitou. In sending to Manitou for certificates enclose $1.00 + 

postage saying you do not know the fee, if too much ask them to return . 

 

We will also have to produce a Marriage certificate - what will we do about this? Send in the one we 

have (I do not think the Patriotic Sec. would want to keep it) or would you rather send away for a 

copy? If you wish to send away I do not know where to send, could you find out? [End of crossed out 

passage] 

 

Read this + then read page 5 

 

Am sending $30.00 enclosed. 

 

Do not pay any a/c's out of this wait until you see some more coming. 

 

When you have it there is $10 coming to Empire Lumber Co. + also when convenient pay Charlie 

Browning for the Chimney building but it is not up yet. There is no other pressing a/c until the 15th 

when the Lot payment is due. 

 

Now, my love, I must look after some things here + bid you "good night" Wish I could talk to you 

instead of writing 

 

God bless you 

 

Your loving husband 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

[page 5 of letter] 

 

About the Patriotic Fund. 

The Serj-Maj. has just told me that the Local Sec. of Patriotic Fund at Craigmyle (who I think is our 

friend Innis, but ask Farrow.) will do the whole business for you. If you have to ask for a specific 

sum, say that you need $5 a month for yourself and $5 for each child, total of 25 a month. 

 

Speak to Mr. Farrow tho about this. 

 

Say as I'm writing there is a great hubbub - 20 men are being hurried out on duty, I expect the boys 

who have gone down town are needing some assistance 

 

I'm glad I've no pants they can't order me out "full dress". 

 

Your Sidney 

 



737052 A. Co. 

113
th

 O.B.C.E.F. 

Sarcee. 

 

[ca. July 1916] 

 

My dear wife 

 

This is a very wet Sunday morning, at this minute it has quit raining and looks as tho we may not 

have much more. The last 2 days had dried the ground up in elegant shape but all's wet again 

now. Have you had much trouble getting the mail out, this is my 3
rd

 letter and I'm anxious to hear 

how you all are. In my last I sent $30 Registered. How long will that last you? 2 weeks? As well 

as I know, pay day is regular twice a month. On Friday I went to Headquarters and assigned 

$15.00 to you (of my pay) which I suppose will come direct to you on pay day. As to your $20 I 

don't know when you will get it but you will get all thats coming to you some time - maybe not 

for a month. As to the children, that man King fooled us, there is no government support for a 

soldier's children. I am talking about this matter to my Capt. and the Paymaster. However take no 

notice of what I said in my last about the amount you need from the Patriotic, what you need is 

$15 for yourself and $5.00 each for the 2 youngest and $10.00 each for the 2 oldest going to 

School, anything less is not enough, thats a total of $45.00, but its likely they have their regular 

allowances. I understand this Patriotic money may not come to you for a month or more but you 

will get the back pay. 

 

How is our crop looking? Is the wheat in the old stubble coming along alright? How are crops in 

general? Is the garden free of gophers? etc etc 

 

Sunday evening. Weather cleared off nicely + ground beginning to dry. No church parade on 

account of wet. Sundays are open for visitors here and its some change to see many lady visitors. 

One of the greatest sights (to me) since I've been here was yesterday - a soldier and his wife and 

4 little ones, just the size of ours only the oldest + 2
nd

 varied a little more than Gordon and Arnott 

and the 2 oldest were in Soldier uniform, youngest in carriage and the father carrying the next, 

how could I help thinking of my own? I wish you lived in Calgary then I could see you every day 

almost, so long as I had the car fare. 

 

Our Company was on Guard yesterday and your husband was in the Officers Mess washing 

dishes, and because of no holiday yesterday (July 1) we may have holiday tomorrow, but don't 

know yet. If we do get the holiday and I get a pair of pants I shall appear for the 1
st
 

 

Bedtime. Raining again just came from Y.M.C.A. tent Gen. Cruickshanks presiding and Maj. 

Rev. Dr. Kerby speaking - splendid address and singing - no holiday for me tomorrow, I'm on 

kitchen fatigue. 

 

Now, Lovey goodnight God bless you and each of our little boys 

 

Its not long since I saw you but it is hard to think it was only last Tuesday. Never mind, 

sweetheart, I'm thinking we'll be here for harvest and may be able to get home for 2 months 



 

God bless you and our little boys 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

 

 

Sarcee 

 

July 6
th

, 1916 

 

My darling Isabelle 

 

The Bugler has not sounded "Lights out" yet but will in a very few minutes. My tent mates are 

beginning to snore and I should be sleeping too - we were all late in last night - yesterday we 

were on "Route March" to Calgary exhibition - tramp of about 6 miles each way and believe me 

there are some tired boys in Camp to-day. I'm tired myself - nearly 12 when we rolled in last 

night tired out.  There goes the bugle "lights out". 

 

[sketch of musical staff with a treble clef and four notes] 

 

lights out light out 

 

10.15 p.m. 

 

We were free for about 2½ hours yesterday afternoon. I saw Horace Martin only from Craigmyle 

- also saw him the day before with Hugh McKie in Exhibition (our Company had ½ day holiday 

Wednesday) also saw Gordon McKay, 2 Rees boys + Howard Fennell.  Did not see Sam Martin 

altho he was in. Looked for Alf. Moodie both days but did not see him. I've been busy to-day - 

this afternoon 8 of our Company were making tent bottoms. I have a straw mattress now + am 

generally very comfortable and happy but I would give most any thing to see you my love and 

our dear boys. 

 

Mr. L. is going to send a cheque to his wife so that she can pay you for the pork. 

 

How are you financially? 

 

How are you in health and every other way - don't feel lonely dearie I more than ever expect to 

be out for harvest. Will try and get out about the 22
nd

 unless you very particularly want me 

sooner. 

 

Its getting too dark to write. 

 

Fill out enclosed form and ask Mr. Farrow to witness your signature + sent in right away - dont 

wait for birth certificates send application form to Calgary office. I have pencilled in some which 

you can write in ink 



 

God bless you and the boys 

 

Goodnight lovey 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

[blank Canadian Patriotic Fund application form attached to letter dated July 6, 1916] 

 

 

 

Sarcee 

 

July 9
th

 '16 

 

My dear Isabelle 

 

Sunday afternoon and it's the hottest we've had yet. I was on Church parade for the 1
st
 time this 

morning, the text was "No man liveth to himself and no man dieth to himself". The Hymns were 

1 "Onward Christian Soldiers", 2 "Stand up Stand up for Jesus", 3 "Oh, God, Our Help in ages 

past".  Just been looking at a machine Gun, it's an awful looking piece of machinery - a whole 

battalion might be mowed down in 2 minutes. 

 

A Serjeant has just run in our tent disturbing our quietude and asked me to take up bomb 

throwing, they think I'm a likely looking man to become a good bomb thrower. Capt. Skelton has 

had me in his eye right along, he wants to put me in the Officers class!! 

 

Quite a lot of rumor just now about us going away but I have not made any change in my private 

opinion. I'm still expecting to be with you in Harvest, but we (that's you and I, love, most 

particularly) must always be ready for the word to separate by many more miles. You can form 

an opinion, as well by the war news as any of us in Camp can, as to how much fighting we'll ever 

see. The boys here sometimes get excited and think we're going over to England very soon and 

one in this tent has just remarked "Don't you make any mistake, we'll be in the trenches by 

Christmas." Well, I think we will if we get there at all, but doesn't it look at present as tho the 

bloody war is coming to a close and that sooner than Christmas? 

 

Some remark I made about my appetite in a previous letter should not have cost you more than a 

thought as it was nothing. I have always eaten three meals a day here of good food (except the 

tea + coffee) and have enjoyed the best of health and spirits and feel better than I usually did on 

the farm and really believe I am going to make a good soldier. As to coming back to you, I have 

not the slightest fear. And, my love, when I return we will be happier and more comfortable in 

our home life. The Prospects are bright and pleasing but I believe you agree with me that the 

separation is somewhat hard. I feel just now capable of doing anything for the opportunity of 

pressing a good hearty kiss on your sweet little lips. 

 



If I do not answer every particular in that nice long letter of yours you must speak of it again - it 

took me two days to read it. Not that we are worked so hard but we are liable to be called any 

minute for something. In the regular way we get up about 5.30 and short walk before breakfast 

7.00 then 8.15 is usual time to "fall in" and until we "fall in" and answer the roll call we don't 

know the programme for the day, in fact, we never know the programme for the day, the word of 

command is only for the next step - for example we only had about 15 minutes warning for 

Church parade this morning. Yesterday afternoon was a holiday and we knew it not until dinner 

time. Then our regular work is done at 4.30 unless on fatigue work. I propose asking for 4 days 

off from 4.30 Friday 21
st
 or Sat. 22

nd
. 

 

About the Patriotic, fill out the form I sent you and have your signature witnessed before a 

commissioner, J. P., etc (Farrow + Bell are Commissioners + C. Till is a J. P.) and send direct to 

Patriotic Office Calgary - address to the Secretary. When you get the birth certificates send them 

with marriage certificate and they will be returned, but don't wait for the certificates, send the 

application form at once. All you allowances start from 18
th

 May 1916 the day I enlisted. You 

will not likely get the Patriotic money for a month or so, you should get half of half of my money 

($15) each pay day, that is $7 on 15
th

 + $8 on 30
th

. There is much talk here of us not getting paid 

until the 20
th

 and then getting the full month's pay, but we never know where any rumor starts, 

you should try + pay the lot payment on 15
th

. If you haven't enough please tell me and I will 

always send you some. There is no need for you to be out of money I can always get a little. 

Now if you want some to make up the $15 on the lot let me know in good time. 

 

I will answer G. W. L. Ins. 

 

Pleased to read Jane's letter, I can easily return it if you want it. 

 

Tell the boys I'm going to try and come home a week from Friday. 

 

Am trying to get my 70 cts a day subsistence but do not expect it: I hope I never meet Serj. King. 

 

Findlay came in Friday + he + I went to city yesterday afternoon. I looked hard for Alf. Moodie 

but did not see him. Saw Pickford. Does the News T. still come? Findlay is in my tent. Going to 

Y.M.C.A. this evening 

 

Yrs loving 

 

Sidney 737052 

 

[P.S.] Finlay and I went to Y.M.C.A. this evening and met Howard Fennell. I think Finlay will 

like the military life alright - he has orders not to do anything for about 10 days. 

 

Some one told me you were living in town - how did such news originate? 

 

In the photo I am sending Gordon You can dimly see the Rockies on the left. 

 

 



Sarcee 

 

July 13
th

 '16 

 

Dearest Isabelle 

 

I understand the Colonel said Craigmyle Boys could have a pass out to day but our Captains 

didn’t forward our requests to the Colonel and accordingly we are not getting our “Pass”, except 

Findlay he gets a “sick pass” - all others are kept in for “musketry”. All this week I’m in the 

Bombers’ class, easiest job in Camp but I’m no bomber altho I believe a bomber would be about 

as safe as a rifleman in the trenches. I expect to be able to get a pass about next Saturday 22
nd

 but 

if you know definitely when Ma + Eva will be out let me know at once and I’ll do my best for a 

four day pass. 

 

Findlay is to get another form from the Sec Patriotic Fund in Calgary + will leave it with Farrow. 

 

I left England on 2
nd

 July 1891 on S. S. Mongolian (Allan Line). As to liabilities - if you know 

it’s more than $450 put it down so. I forget the arrangement of the questions now but notice if 

the financial conditions are in two places - the soldier’s liabilities and financial liability for lot + 

house. Finlay is standing waiting so I must hurry. I will send you $5 on Tues. 

 

Yrs lovingly 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

[P.S.] Throwing bombs this morning, I was the lighter of a gang of 5. 

 

 

 

Sarcee 

 

July 16 ' 1916 

 

My sweetheart 

 

The last six days in the Bombing School has made me positively lazy - we don’t have any 

drilling - except Church parade - on Sundays, but there is some cleaning to do and I’ve done 

nothing but polish my buttons and boots and sleep. I’d have liked to have gone to the Y. M. C. 

A. tent tonight but thought it was too hot to sit still without the danger of falling asleep, so stayed 

in our tent - it’s been hot all day + is not cooling as quick this evening as usual. Several times to 

day lying drowsily in the tent I longed for what could not be - a sight of you - how delightful it 

would be to have you here to chat with for awhile. Apart from the longing to see you and the 

boys, I am enjoying camp life like a holiday. Tomorrow as far as we know will be pay day and I 

don’t know how much money I’ll get, you will not likely get any, but I will send you $5 anyhow. 

Lavers + I put in a bill for our Subsistence 70 cts a day until we came to Camp and our Railway 

fares, but we don’t know how it will be received. If you are hard pressed, dearie, let me know 



and I’ll endeavour to send you some more. As to coming home I intend asking for a pass for 

Friday or Sat. till Tuesday but cannot expect it until the following week, considerable rumor of 

us going away but I still expect to be with you for harvest - there is a bet just being made accross 

the tent one bets we’ll be away to England Aug. 15 and the other bets not for 2 months. If I was 

to bet on it I’d say we might go about the 3
rd

 week in Sept. Now the boys are chatting about Kilts 

- we are going to have Kilts alright I guess - my! I’d like to have the Kilts to come home next 

week. Sir Sam Hughes is to inspect us tomorrow and the boys say we’ll know tomorrow one way 

or the other whether we are to go soon. The 137 and 138 may go very shortly. Tell the boys I 

may not come next Sat. don’t let them build hopes too high, but it won’t be long after Sat. Did 

you see the Eclipse of the Moon Friday? 

 

Yours lovingly falling into bed 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

[on reverse of letter] 

 

Newspapers report good crops in our district – hows ours? Has Nugent done the ploughing on 

the East field? If Mr. Braseth mentions the piece of hay land that he may cut you know which it 

is don’t you, all the land between the N main field + the little field in flat and any he cares for in 

Creek on South of little flat field 

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Thats how I feel, another week and I’ll give you all these and a few more. 

 

Sidney 

 

 

 

Sarcee 

 

July 18
th

 16 

 

Dearest Isabelle 

 

Difficult matter getting passes just now, however I have put in for pass for Friday and if I get it 

will be home Friday night. Do not depend on seeing me as many are being turned down. I was 

turned down last week (also several of our Craigmyle boys). I’d be very sorry not to see Ma and 

Eva. I wish you could come in and see Sarcee Camp - I wish like this every visitors’ day 

(Sundays + Wed.) 

 

I may not know, either way, whether I’m getting the pass in time to send you word. I’ll go direct 

to the Col. if it is turned down. All sorts of rumour about going away, but yesterday the Inspector 

General inspected everything and the 113
th

 did not make excellent showing, now the boys say 

we’re knocked out of going away. I don’t care so long as we can have a month or 6 weeks off for 



harvest. I was in the Quarter Masters Stores yesterday, to day I’m on picquet duty. Did I tell you 

I wrote to Loo loo last week? 

 

Hows the town residence progressing do you know - wish we could have had it finished. Now 

don’t depend too much on seeing me this week but if I can obtain “pass” by persistency I will. 

Give my dutiful respects to my dear Mother-in-law and my love to Eva (if there’s more than you 

want)  kisses to each and the boys. Wonder if the boys would know me in uniform? God bless 

you dearie 

 

Yrs lovingly 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

 

 

Sarcee Camp 

 

July 21
st
 16 

 

My dear Isabelle 

 

Tattoo has just sounded (9.30) so I know for sure I’ll not be home tonight, in fact I knew at 5 o’c 

this evening - and no chance for at least a week perhaps longer. Try and be happy without me a 

little longer, I hope the boys are not disappointed, did they look forward to me coming this week 

- well I’m disappointed, but (if it’s any consolation) I’m not alone - all thro the camp there is 

general murmuring about the turning down of requests for passes. Very sorry not to see Ma + 

Eva. It’s my certain opinion that I’ll be with you in Harvest, and I think there will be 3 or 4 days 

holiday in a week or 10 days. 

 

Did you purposely run the a/c with Donnenworth in order to collect our neighbor’s a/c. F. L. 

showed me the a/c + order you gave Donnenworth I guess it was a hint to me as he had been 

good enough to lend me 1.50 and I asked him to let it go on the pork a/c, so I immediately repaid 

him the $1.50. 

 

I had 8 teeth out (old stumps) to day + must say they have good dentists here - wasn’t a hard 

matter at all - have to go to Dentist again Tuesday + have remainder filled + fixed, then 

sometime, when gums are healed I’ll have a new set. 

 

If you ever take a notion to come to Sarcee remember visitors days are Wednesdays + Sundays 

 

Kisses to the boys and yourself 

 

Yr loving husband 

 

Sidney Brook 

 



Sarcee 

 

July 27 - 16 

 

My dear Isabelle 

 

Ma and Eva are away I suppose and my poor little sweetheart alone with the children again - 

how much I was disappointed at not seeing them I cannot tell in words, it seems these things 

must be. There is no regret in this English heart of mine, that I joined the Army, but its not nice 

when one cannot see his friends occasionally is it? And then my wife has not written to me all 

this week and how am I to know that she is not sick. You are certainly left too lonely, dearie. 

 

Whats the matter this week anyhow? You feel the loneliness after our friends have been with you 

awhile there is no doubt. Cheer up tho I’m trying to get a pass from Thursday Aug 3 for 2 or 3 

days and then about the 20
th

 I’ll put in for Harvest pass of 30 days. Is it any consolation to you to 

know that the 137
th

 and 138
th

 are going before the 113
th

? I suppose the disappointed Kilties will 

have to be “guard of honor” to the departing battalions but if we are up to strength we’ll likely 

get to England before winter, probably eat Christmas dinner with our English friends. But I 

would not be surprised if we never go to England and I don’t care if we don’t for it seems to me 

now that you are suffering more than you should by my absence even now. But, dearie, except 

for getting lazy (or lazier), your husband is already improved by being in camp - never was 

healthier, and entirely free from the worries of farm, but I would like to see you all. 

 

Had an Excursion in from Edmonton this week and another from Lethbridge on Saturday when 

the Duke comes to see us - we’re busy straightening up and fixing things for the Duke’s 

reception. Have not met C. Oke yet. 

 

I wrote to W. Nugent about the E field and sent lease agreement for him to sign to A. Farrow. 

 

Has anything more been done on the house? If you can tell me definitely what doors and 

windows should come from Calgary I’ll bring them. If the outside doors are bought in Craigmyle 

I’ll bring some inside doors (cheap ones) from Calgary - if the outside doors have not been 

bought before I’m coming why I can bring them too but don’t delay the outside finish of house 

for the sake of doors, the size of them is in stock at Crandells 2’8” x 6’8”. Anything you would 

like me to bring from city tell me in good time and I’ll try and bring it. I suppose you got some 

money from my pay about the 20
th

 did you? I only got $5 last pay day the 15
th

 - but should get 

$13 on Monday - and I have an old bill in for about $22 Railway fare and subsistence for a 

month previous to coming to camp. 

 

Did you hear anything more about the Patriotic? Is it necessary for me to go to the Calgary 

Patriotic Office? How’s Gordon and Arnott? Has Lorne forgotten his papoo yet. Does Glen walk 

or talk yet? How is the little fellow getting along anyhow. Did I tell you I wrote to the Great 

West, be careful about them and don’t promise anything. God bless you, my love, and my dear 

little boys. 

 

Yr loving husband 



 

Sidney Brook 

 

[P.S.] Finlay is writing home to “jack-up” Mrs. F. for not writing. 

 

Was shooting to day 20 shots - 100 - 200 - 300  yards - am going to look for some bullets on 

Sunday to bring home to Gordon + Arnott. 

 

Does the News Telegram still come? 

 

I told Great West that crop was entirely in your hands. 

 

Lavers expects to go home Saturday night 

 

 

 

Sarcee Camp 

 

July 30
th

 16 

 

My dear Isabelle 

 

Your letter was very much of a relief. No doubt you were disappointed in not seeing me and I’m 

sorry for it, had I thought it would have given you much satisfaction I think I could have come 

out for Sunday but it seemed to me too short awhile to ask for. Even now I’m afraid to expect a 

pass for this week as several already are on pass from our Company and 3 in our tent are writing 

right now for passes. 

 

Had a very interesting and enjoyable visit from Mr. + Mrs. Hardie (late of Farmer’s Elevator) 

this afternoon and they wished to be remembered to you. Great many visitors in today. Yesterday 

was the Duke’s day and as you may see by the papers we were about 10000 on parade - 12 

battalions in 3 Brigades. The whole march past was good, especially the 113
th

 and more 

especially the front ranks of the 113
th

 who were leading the entire parade. Its too dark in the tent 

now lovey to see what I’m writing so here’s Good night, love, and my little boys. God bless you. 

I had the honor (?) of being in the front rank in the march past and we kept in splendid line. Then 

when standing in review order the Duke and I held a little conversation, which was no doubt a 

compliment, but he may have only noticed my gray hair. Stopping his horse in front of me, he 

said “You are an old soldier?”, I said “no, Sir” - “Well then you came from the old country?” I 

said “Yes, sir, originally” - the Duke “I thought so”. For a recruit to be singled out by His 

Highness as an “old Soldier” speaks well for the appearance of the recruit doesn’t it? 

 

I purpose asking for a pass for Thursday but, dearie, do not depend on it at all. As to Harvest, we 

all expect to get away, at least, at the rate of 25% at a time - but there may be orders for us at any 

time to be in readiness to move 

 

Just starting on 2 day Route March 



 

Got 2 letters from you yesterday 

 

Be careful of your money I have not much. 

 

Lovingly Sidney Brook 

 

 

 

Sarcee, Aug 2
nd

 16 

 

My dear wife 

 

We landed in Camp at 4.30 from a very enjoyable two day Ideal weather and no mosquitoes 

route march and sham battle at and near Bowness Park, west of the city about 10 miles and close 

to the C. P. R. main line and Bow River. We (the “Brown brigade”) were attacking the “White 

brigade”, supposedly advancing on Calgary - well, somehow the battalions behind the 113
th

 were 

tardy in getting out this morning and the outcome was that A Coy. of 113 was face to face with 

about 3 battalions and surrounded in 5 minutes and made prisoners of war. We had a splendid 

time both days - yesterday after we camped in Bowness Park had nothing to do but eat ice cream 

+ play at whatever we liked. Lots to eat and nothing, but one thing, wanting - do you know what 

the “one thing” wanted was? I heard several of the men mention it - if only the wives and 

sweethearts were there the affair would have been a complete military picnic. Not even Calgary 

ladies knew we were in Bowness Park, of course it wouldn’t do to let the enemy know where we 

were, so we poor men had to put up with a strictly male picnic. You will likely see an a/c of the 

sham battle in the paper. Say, dearie, do you still get the News Telegram? 

 

What do you think of signing the Gt. W. Ins. Co. lease? They ask for $250 - not enough to cover 

interest to Jan. 1. 1917 - out of this crop - that means we’d have to pay that first - then 148 (isn’t 

it) to A. L. Gordon and nearly 150 (?) to Empire Lumber besides some smaller ones we’d like to 

pay out of this crop - $550! What does the crop look like? Real good all through? when did it 

head out? Are the heads good length? 

 

Do you often feel lonely - very lonely - on the farm? I think you must, I only wish I could visit 

you but it seems it cannot be yet. I have just been to the orderly room and my request for a pass 

for Thursday is again turned down. Of course I have not been in very long but my business 

demands require that I should go out for a few days. (To say nothing of my sweet little wife’s 

loneliness.) I don’t like to make any fuss about it now as I mean to come out in Harvest for 30 

days if such passes are issued at all to 113
th

. But this also seems so uncertain, it makes me feel 

like many others here, that if we cannot have passes we’ll take them. It is no wonder to me that 

there are so many in 113
th

 absent with leave. The next time I ask for a pass, I’m coming out! 

 

Did Private Lavers come over to see you? Do you often get calls from neighbors? or are people 

in general around you as wanting in Patriotism as they ever were? Very pleasing to hear that 

Gordon and Arnott are such good errand boys. Does it tire them much to go to town? I wish they 

could have a soldiers suit apiece and wouldn’t Lorne look well in a velvet highland kiltie suit? 



Now, Lovie, do you think you can possibly exist without me until about [16
th

 crossed out] 15
th

? 

Had I been coming now for 3 or 4 days I would have put off the Harvest pass until about the 25
th

 

but now I feel it would be better to wait until I can get a Harvest pass. Of course you must let me 

know that you are keeping well and feel somewhere near able for your task, I know it is all a 

great strain on you, but if hope for the future is any consolation or source of strength to you, you 

may think that (as I’ve said before leaving Craigmyle) we’ll only get to the firing line in time to 

make the victorious march thro the streets of Berlin! There is not much thought in my mind that 

we will see any fighting, so if we make a successful voyage accross the ocean (if we ever leave 

here) you may think the danger for you hubby is all over. But we’ll fight if we have to! 

 

Now sweetheart tell me just how you are, and if you especially wish it I will tackle the Colonel 

for an immediate pass of 4 days. Is anything being done on the house? if not, do you know what 

has put a damper on it? J. B. M. and Finlay both told me that some of the neighbors were going 

to see it finished. 

 

Have you heard anything of the Patriotic? Its getting near time that your Separation should be 

coming along. This comes direct from Ottawa I understand. 

 

As to Arnott’s P. C. I have not been able to get another view of 113
th

 but will send one soon as I 

can obtain it. Too poor to have my own taken yet. 

 

Love + kisses to you and Gordon + Arnott + Lorne + Glen 

 

Your loving husband Sidney Brook 

 
[page 6 of letter] 

 

I think I mentioned in my last that I had a call from Mr. + Mrs. Hardie? 

 

I heard Nugent was in Camp recently but I did not see him. Has he done anything on East place? 

I wrote to him about it, but no answer. If you think it best for me to sign the lease to Gt. West 

send papers in at once. Finlay tells me Bill Nicholson is sick if you have any chance to ask about 

him, he has some trouble in his legs. Have the young visitors accross the road visited you? 

 

As we had to Sleep in our clothes last night for fear we might have to repel a surprise attack from 

the enemy, I’m going to bed soon. Apparently a storm working up from west. Lot of lightening 

this morning at 3 p. m. N of Bowness Park 

 

Your Sidney 

 

[P.S.] How are your finances? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[Letter from The Great-West Life Assurance Company attached to letter dated August 2, 1916] 

 

The Great-West Life Assurance Company  

 

Investment Department Winnipeg Man. July 21/16. 

 

Sidney Brook, Esq., 

 

Craigmyle, Alberta. 

 

Dear Sir:- 

 

Re Loan A- 10697- S.W.31-31-16-W.4
th

. 

 

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the 18
th

 inst. and note contents. In reply we 

would refer you to Section 8, of the Act for the Relief of Volunteers & Reservists which reads as 

follows:- 

 

“This act shall not deprive a mortgagee or person having a charge or security on land of the right 

to collect and receive the rents or rentable value of such land”. 

 

We have prepared a lease of $250.00 which we are enclosing herewith and would suggest that 

you sign same and return to us. We would point out that the amount of the lease will not cover 

the arrears of interest and the further amount due on the 1
st
 January next, but providing the 

$250.00 is paid this Fall we will be quite willing to carry the balance past due until the Fall of 

1917. We wish to give you every opportunity to hold this land but we would like to have 

provision made for payment of the interest at least. We think you will agree with us that it will be 

in your own interests to sign this lease as you will note from the section of the Act quoted above 

that we have the right to take the rent and unless you are willing to give us a lease our only 

alternative is to have the solicitors take the necessary proceedings. This procedure however 

would incur a large amount of costs which we are anxious to avoid, and it is for this reason that 

we have prepared the lease. We think you will agree with us that we have been quite lenient in 

carrying the two years’ interest and therefore trust that you will now give this matter your best 

attention and that the lease will be completed and forwarded to us by return. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

The Great-West Life Assurance Co. 

 

Per: [initials] 

 

HW*J 

 

P.S. Kindly have the lease signed by Mrs. Brook also and oblige. [initials] 

 

 



Sarcee, Aug 4
th

 16 

 

My darling wife 

 

Do not be surprised if I rouse the house some night in the near future, I don’t know when, but the 

Colonel thinks I’m entitled to 5 days pass, the best he can do for the Recruiting Sergeant’s 

misrepresentations. Five days pass and subsistence for the same time. Yes, King deserted. Tell 

you all about it, if you remind me. 

 

The Col. wants me to go to the Non. Com’s. School, he’d like to see some stripes on my right 

arm. As we’ve been disappointed before, don’t expect me till I’m in sight, but I remember 

frightening you one night before, so thought I’d send this warning, altho it is a great temptation 

to surprise you the right way, eh? Of course I don’t know when, but by the Colonel’s talk it may 

be Tuesday or Wednesday. 

 

A Coy. is on guard Sunday for 24 hours 2 hrs. on + 4 hrs. off. This will be my 1
st
 Guard duty. 

Had letter to day from Nugent - as I may be out middle of week will not answer it. 

 

Lovingly Yrs 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

[P.S.] If possible will let you know the night I’m coming - if you have any thing special to write 

send on Monday’s train. 

 

 

 

Sarcee Camp 

 

Aug. 9
th

 1916 

 

My dear Isabelle 

 

Don’t know exactly what I’m going to write about, but Finlay has just brought me down to the 

Y. M. C. A. writing rooms to write and as you are my first thought when it comes to writing, 

why to you I pen these lines - there is a probability of me reaching you as soon as this, perhaps 

(?) before, but we have experienced such disappointments along these lines that under these 

experiences I am becoming hardened and for fear you are not getting sufficiently accustomed to 

not meeting me when I tell you I have entered for a “pass”, this scribbling may prove of some 

service. 

 

I told you in my last that the Col. told me I could have a five day pass this week as some 

recompence for the yarns Serjeant King told us - well a few of the battalions were out Monday + 

Tues. on a route march + sham battle and the Col. with us, so I suppose that he is very busy and 

behind with his office work - anyhow this (Wednesday) evening I have not yet heard anything of 

my five day pass - I’ll wait til tomorrow evening (Thurs.) and then if no pass it will be up to me 



to jog Pryce Jones’ memory and to keep his word I must be home at least by Saturday. Bob 

McIlveen called on A Co of 113
th

 and Mr. L. accompanied him to D Co and also to other 

battalions to try + see all the Craigmyle boys - it’s almost impossible to write on this table, it is 

long enough for eight to write but being only made of boards laid on 2 end supports, every time a 

writer lifts an arm to dip into ink the table gives an up and down motion.) 

 

Judging from the wheat you sent and Bob McIlveen’s opinions of the grain around Craigmyle, it 

is not promising for an early harvest, so if I’m to have 5 days and then a harvest pass, I’ll take 

the 5 days as quick as I can get it and put my harvest time off till about the end of month so as to 

catch some of the threshing. Wheat is a glorious price isn’t it? 

 

Yes the 113
th

 led the attack in the previous sham fight and the A Co of the 113
th

 was the advance 

guard and when we lined up against the enemy we found ourselves suddenly surrounded - we 

had no backing - 2 battalions that should have been up with us were away behind, in fact, one 

battalion left rendezvous (where we had camped previous night) just 10 minutes after the battle 

was over! 

 

Tuesday (yes that was yesterday, it seems last week) we were the defending party and again 

outnumbered, so the decision was against us thro no fault of ours. It is a common saying in our 

Co. that the 113
th

 always get the “dirt”, and A Co, the worst of it, in spite of the fact that the 

same 113
th

 is the best battalion of soldiers in Camp (notwithstanding its tough name throughout 

the country) and the A Company is the leading Co. 

 

Raining again, rained all last night and up till noon. Haven’t done much today but listen to Capt 

Skelton explaining the military law this afternoon in one of the big marques. On Sunday I was, 

with most of A Co, on Guard - this was my first experience at the job. For 24 hours on Guard - 

two hours on and four off - practically no sleep - and then we came off guard at 10.25 Monday 

forenoon and were warned out for Route March, to parade at 11.20 not time to get dinner, to say 

nothing about cleaning up, shaving or resting, thus it sometimes is in army life, but I’m doing 

fine through it all and if I could see my darling wife and boys occasionally would like nothing 

better. Do you think I’ll ever get over to England? I have many doubts. As far as the war is 

concerned - why, like everybody else, I wish the bloody time was over and peace once more 

reigned supreme. 

 

Very nice of you to offer to send News T. to me but, my dear, we get all the papers here quicker 

than the people of the city get them. Why, the “Morning Albertan” is delivered around camp 

between 5.30 + 6 in morning (that is 4.30 to 5 on your time) - 2 editions of the News T. + the 

Herald. The reason I asked about the News T. was because I have not called at the office yet + 

would not like you to be without it. You see its quite an expense to go to the city - car fare 25 cts 

- meals 40 to 60 cts, and probably coffee + pie before striking home to Camp, and then of course 

a soldier likes to take in a movie show or Theatre, so a trip into Calgary means 1.50 to 2.00. 

 

Your letter, which I read while Bob McIlveen was talking to Finlay, this afternoon, did somehow 

make me feel a little homesick but you have shown yourself so bravely, dearie, keep it up and 

God bless you and may our boys grow up to be strong manly men and never have to shoulder a 

rifle 



 

Hoping to see you some time Your loving husband Sidney Brook 

 

[P.S.] Do not be rash with your money - be cautious until you know about the Patriotic 

 

[on reverse of letter] 

 

On guard, Sunday night, at about 10.30, by the Ordinance stables, close to Headquarters offices, 

I stood at attention - all the camp seemed asleep except the Band that played in front of the 

General’s quarters and, as tired as we get sometimes listening to band practises, just then 

(probably the still night and the pale light of the moon helped my condition) I stood stone still 

lost in a kind of conglomerated comedy - musing over many sights that had come to me during 

the day (Sundays are visitors’ days) - the Band played a brilliant piece but my musings were only 

helped by it - suddenly the Band broke into “Abide with me” - all my thoughts flashed accross to 

old England and back a little over 25 years, when one beautiful still summer evening I took my 

last walk with my now Sainted Mother accompanied by Aunt Wig. Just at that time all the enemy 

might have crossed my beat then came God Save the King. 

 

Lovingly Sidney 

 

 

 

Sarcee 

 

Aug. 19
th

 16 

 

My dear wife 

 

Altho rushed to Craigmyle the other morning, I had to wait a long time for the train and if I had 

missed the train it might have been just the same, for when I landed in Camp it looked as if every 

man had gone to the front + I alone was left - deadly quiet, + after passing the Guard room I 

could not find a man nor hear any human sound, stepping into my tent - it was empty - no - there 

was one man - a new recruit, outside of a few recruits who hadn’t uniforms and one or two N. C. 

O.’s the whole camp had gone on a three day march and the first day out (Thursday) it 

commenced raining in evening and rained hard all night and hard all Friday until 

 

Good bye 

 

Sidney 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[on letterhead] For God For King And For Country Canada Y. M. C. A. With the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force On Active Service 

 

Written at Sarcee Camp 113 Batt. A Company 

 

Aug. 20
th

 1916 

 

My dear Isabelle 

 

Very hurriedly I wrote a note + sent by friend Finlay yesterday, should have written sooner, felt 

like it too in a sense but, whatever my feelings, hadn’t time. Speaking of “feelings”, can you 

explain what’s the difference since I’ve been home? Somehow I’m not the same - have been 

trying to solve the mystery, or diagnose the case, but am no further ahead than two days ago. 

Never had any trouble about writing to you before, but now - well I don’t know how to write. 

Physically and mentally I am not feeling the same. About all the way from Munson on the train I 

slept soundly as tho I’d been on a three day sleepless carousal, drowsily enjoyed two expensive 

meals in the city, in the evening thought it necessary to take advantage of my midnight pass so 

went to the Pantages, altho every thing was excellent, most especially the acrobatic 

performances, yet nothing stirred me either one way or the other - got on street car at 10.30 for 

camp and fell sound asleep and, like on the train, had to be awakened at my destination which 

fortunately in both cases was the end of the track, walked most indifferently the half mile to the 

Guard Room and here was surprised to notice that the Guard was indifferent, yes everything 

seemed to match me - everything dream like. Leaving the Guard Room I could not hear a sound - 

could not see a man - it all startled me for once and most peculiarly I made up my mind (if I had 

any) that I was in a dream - nothing struck me as real. Our line of tents is first from the North 

Guard Room and passing the mess tents I was between A company two lines of tents - the 

apparent delusion kept up, nobody moving, not a sound. Down to eightth tent on the right I 

entered - it was empty, no - there lay something like one man - yes, a new man. Well, I didn’t 

care, it was all very interesting although dreamy. Next morning, after a very sound sleep, I 

thought I was myself and awake - no bagpipe band at 5.30 to awaken us - in fact it was quarter to 

seven when I awoke and no bugle call - no bugle sounded for “mess orderlies”, no bugle sound 

for breakfast, - this was too much, so I awoke my sole companion and “Oh! everyone is on a 

three day route march”. Only about five left in A. Co. and very few throughout Camp. And now 

it was raining good and plenty, had been raining all night from about seven o’c and it rained with 

ever increasing intensity all day Friday till about 5 o’c p.m., many of us going over to Tipperary 

for supper in order to get warmed up. All those poor fellows came straggling in, one, two, or 

three at a time, wet! many had actually walked thro creeks up to their waists, they said it made 

no difference, they laid in water all night (that is those who laid down). We’ve done nothing 

since but dry out and clean up. Why I might as well have stayed at home another day or two. But 

I think I was home long enough - in fact I believe that trip home is altogether responsible for my 

peculiar feelings of the last three days. Now, lovey, do you know what it is? Don’t laugh - it is 

too serious - I believe I’m in love, Yes, that is the only excuse. I believe I fell in love with my 

sweetheart Isabelle again. It is too ridiculous to make any attempt to put in words how much I 

enjoyed those few hours in your company. In my absence from you I had rest from any farm 

worries and work and returning for a short visit was in good form to see, as never before, the true 



riches of my family - an ideal wife and mother and four little boys that I cannot find anywhere 

else, truly I was that “its not the house that makes the home, but the love that is inside”. 

 

God bless you, my brave, sweet little wife and may you be filled with courage, heavenly 

courage, that shall prove sufficient at all times to carry you over all trials and difficulties. 

According to these “feelings” I have spoken of, I cannot, somehow, feel like a soldier - it may be 

that I’m only just getting used to military life - but if so, why the apparent suddeness of change 

just as I return from home? Why even on Church Parade this morning I didn’t feel as tho I was 

marching just right. Well, never mind I’m writing a whole lot of nonsense without much 

meaning when I might sum up the whole thing in a few words and tell you I love you Isabelle, 

my sweetheart, more than ever before, and our dear boys! No other woman could have given me 

such. 

 

There’s that every reminding hymn starting up alongside of me - I’d liked to have been in the Y. 

M. C. A. service marquee while I’ve been writing this but having slept from dinner time to 

supper left me no time to write to you. Tomorrow I am one of the Camp Stick orderlies. How 

that hymn always reminds me of years gone by it was a favorite of my dear Mother and Aunt 

Wig referred to it in her letter 

 

“Abide with me fast falls the eventide” - 

“Heaven’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadow flee 

In life, in death, oh, Lord, abide with me” 

 

“God save our gracious King”. 

 

The meeting is dispersing - the long rows of writing tables are almost deserted. Kiss my boys for 

me, love, and keep bright. Several of our boys are out on harvest furlough Finlay, Lavers and 

another went to Craigmyle from A. Co. 113
th

 yesterday Lavers has a new set of teeth 

 

Your ever loving + devoted 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

 

 

[on letterhead] For God For King And For Country Canada Y. M. C. A. With the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force On Active Service 

 

Written at Sarcee Camp 113 Batt. A Company 

 

Aug 24 1916 

 

My dear Isabelle 

 

Its running near bedtime and I have just come from having a bath so cannot stay to write much 

now. Have been losing sleep lately with one thing and another and must catch up tonight + be 



good and fresh tomorrow as we have another unusual performance on - posing for movie 

pictures! Yes, can you imagine such a freak? We are to make a charge from one trench to 

another and four out of every five fall between trenches - casualties, then the ambulance corps 

get in their work +c. Yesterday was a tiring day for a few of us. Twenty picked men of our 

Company (of which I had the honor (?) of being one) formed the firing party + escort at the 

funeral of the late Serg. D. McWilliams, account of which you may have seen in paper. Then 

about 50 others of A. + B. Companys attended also. The 113
th

 for anything but overseas. 

 

Very sorry you saw that incorrect piece in the News Telegm. about the Harvest Furloughs. I hope 

to be with you Friday or Saturday night of next week - my pass is signed and lies ready for me in 

our company Orderly Room. Several who are not land owners are obtaining harvest furloughs - 

the whole Camp is half deserted. 

 

I never was so foolish as the “Man looking for Gladys”. I may have been guilty of day dreams 

but never placed very much importance to night dreams. 

 

Had a letter from Looloo today - am enclosing it. The stuff from Cushings is likely at Craigmyle 

now? If that Carpenter is still working - every day steady - we must be running up quite a bill, 

eh? 

 

Be easy with your cash as I may not get much at end of month. I expect to see the Dentist before 

then and may have something to put up for it. 

 

Say, dearie, what could I bring home for the boys? Can you suggest? Any little thing that you 

think they would like. Not very newsy but may write again soon, with all my love to you and the 

boys, with strongest hopes of being able to kiss each of you only eight days from now 

 

Yr loving husband 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

 

 

[on letterhead] For God For King And For Country Canada Y. M. C. A. With the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force On Active Service 

 

Written at Sarcee Camp 113 Batt. A Company 

 

Aug 27 1916 

 

My darling Isabelle 

 

Been awfully busy since dinner polishing up for “Guard” tomorrow - well I think I managed to 

get about 1½ hrs sleep in too. Would like to have gone to Y. M. Service this evening but have 

only just got thro cleaning up. 

 



Very many thanks to that “nice young lady from Calgary” that thought so much of a poor soldier 

as to send so nice a piece of cake. Fortunately for me there are only 4 of us left in my tent, had 

the other 4 been here + I had divided up there would soon have been an end to the cake. Many 

thanks to “her” anyhow. 

 

I have just written to a “Lady, with boy 4 yrs,” who is looking for such a job as we can offer + if 

she is willing to go out 122 miles from Calgary I have asked her to give me an interview Tues. or 

Wed. 

 

Her address is Box 1074 Calgary Herald Office. This place is closing up 9.30 so must close. If 

all is well hope to be with you Friday night so may not write any more. Possibly Thursday. Kiss 

the boys for me and look for a few to yourself when I meet you 

 

Yrs lovingly 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

[P.S.] Of course I’m expecting there’s a letter on the way to me, Bye, bye, Love. 

 

[newspaper clipping attached to letter dated August 27, 1916] 

 

 

 

[on letterhead] Night Letter Great North Western Telegraph Company of Canada. 

 

S Brook No 70521 Sarcee Camp Calgary Alta 5 

 

Sidney Brook Craigmyle 

 

We are warned for overseas service you will therefore arrange to report not later than noon 

Monday eleventh September 

 

A W Pryce Jones 

Lieut Col 113
th

 

O Battn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Headquarters, 113th O. Batt’n, C. E. F. 

 

Sarcee Camp   Calgary, Alberta. 

 

September 5
th

.,1916. 

 

From The Officer Commanding, 

 

113
th

 O. Batt’n, C. E. F. 

 

To Pte. S. Broak # 737052 

 

Craigmyle Alta 

 

Sir:- 

 

I telegraphed you today as follows:- 

 

“We are warned for Overseas Service. You 

 

“will therefore arrange to report not later 

 

“than noon, Monday, the 11
th

 September.” 

 

It is therefore absolutely necessary that you should make your arrangements so that you will 

report for duty by the time mentioned. Try and bring a recruit with you. 

 

I have the honour to be, Sir, Your obedient servant, 

 

[signature] A. W. Pryce-Jones 

 

Lt. Col. 

 

AWPJ / C  Commanding 113
th

 O. Bn. C. E. F. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[on letterhead] Night Letter Great North Western Telegraph Company of Canada. 

 

Sarcee Camp 

 

Calgary Alta 

 

7
th

 

 

Pt. Sidney Brooks 

 

Craigmyle Alta 

 

Report extension cannot be granted 

 

Officer Commanding 

 

113
th

 O Bn 

 

G15 

 

 

 

[on piece of onion skin paper] 

 

1 / 9 / 16 

 

Pte. S. Brook 

 

7052 

 

3 Blankets 

1 gd. sheet 

1 rifle 

1 pack with contents 

1 straw hat 

 

C. Y. Yearwood 

 

A/c P. M. S. 

 

“A” Coe 

 

 

 

 

 



[on letterhead] For God For King And For Country Canada Y. M. C. A. With the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force On Active Service 

 

Written at Sarcee Camp 113
th

 Batt. A Company 

 

Sunday evening Sept. 17
th

 1916 

 

My dear wife 

 

To describe “camp life for the 113” this evening is very far beyond my powers - the nearest I can 

come to it is contained in two words, - chaos and suspense. Actually the appearance of things is 

chaotic and nobody knows anything. We may pull out about 11 o’c tomorrow night on the G. T. 

P., but as I say we do not know anything. Of course don’t be surprised if we come by the C. N. 

R. but I’m very much inclined to think its the G. T. P. And then our destination - well, may be, 

Bermuda, Egypt, S. France, Scotland, England, or any other place. It will not be safe for you to 

send any communication of great importance to me until you know my address, if you like to run 

chances by addressing me as before probably letters will be forwarded, but it will be necessary 

for us to halt occasionally on the journey for any following mail to catch up, eh? Its like what 

Finlay told his wife - the correspondence will be unfair because onesided - we can write to our 

wives but they cannot write to us. 

 

The boys are not all in, but those who are, are ready to move. Our separation, Love, is hard, but 

we have our duty to perform, and in due course this awful war will be over and many of us will 

return to love and home, but, oh! the lifelong thought of all the lives and homes made desolate 

and miserable, - who would not give a hand and heart and life if necessary to help end the bloody 

affair? I believe your sacrifice is greater than mine, sweetheart, and pray God will strengthen you 

for your responsibilities. You have been brave, my little woman, and I have every confidence 

that you will still be brave and unselfishly live to care for our boys however hard the path and I 

feel confident of returning in a few months to our God-blessed home to enjoy the happiness of 

each others loving company and the sunshine of the little lives we like to call our own not 

forgetting each of those little lives is an Eternal soul. 

 

If A. B. Cushing Co have not sent shipping bill of the broken window you had better write them 

at once, perhaps you’d better send them 3 cents postage for reply - tell them it is urgent as we 

cannot collect from C. N. R. for damage in transit without shipping bill. The bricks left over 

from chimney are to be credited on your a/c with Empire Lumber Co. and delivered to 

parsonage, someone will likely come for them. Anything in the way of planks good boards +c 

not needed for house should be returned to Empire Lumber when you are all through - no hurry + 

credited on a/c. You had better have plank steps for cellar 2 x 8 and as much slant as there’s 

room for. Don’t you kill yourself trying to clean out or dig cellar, perhaps the boys would like to 

do something at it and I think Gordon and Arnott can bank the house little by little with what dirt 

is there and if more is needed you would have to hire someone to haul it (good top soil if 

possible) or possibly Gordon + Arnott could get enough out of the cellar to complete the job. Try 

and keep the plaster board from the weather somehow, how would it be to cover the pile with 

sacks + bags so that the wind would not carry them away, in case of rain possibly a couple of 

sheets of plaster board would keep it dry. Hadn’t you better ask some one to take down the 



ladders I meant to do that before leaving - see that the ladder nailed on roof is taken down 

without injury to shingles. Hope you can get everything comfortable + cosy before winter. Am 

sending “Original” of my will which take good care of. Not that I expect you’ll ever need it: Jim 

Carter + I made it up on the train this morning that I’m to return to you early in next year - prove 

up on Preemption - sell it to you - let Great West foreclose by an application to do so from me 

and you will buy it - thus you will own ½ sec. land as well as your town property and your 

husband can be your hired man or private secretary or he may be so soldierly lazy when he 

returns as not to require any occupation. I am leaving a Duplicate of my will with the Orderly 

Room of the 113
th

 Battn but take good care of yours - ask Mr. Farrow how you can keep it safe 

perhaps he would keep it in his safe or deposit it in Bank. I’m awfully sorry I can’t leave you 

about $ 10,000 a year. Altho my finances may not amount to much at Craigmyle, remember that 

anything there may be coming to me from England cannot come to you without my will in case 

of my decease. You will not like all this stuff, my love, but we have to be ready for anything you 

know. 

 

If you know we start tomorrow (Monday) remember us on the ocean next Sunday. We commend 

ourselves to the keeping of the Almighty and firmly believe that “all things work together for 

good to those who love God”. Sorry I may not be able to get my photo taken here but will try to 

do so. We are all in the Highest Spirits and you need not worry about me, altho separated from 

my greatest earthly treasures, I am most happy in the belief that I’m doing my duty and am 

willing to go through with it to the end. Will write as often as I can. Save your love letters until 

you know my address. Be bright, Isabelle, and God bless you and our boys 

 

Your loving and sincere husband 

 

Sidney Brook 

 

[P.S.] Must send the “will” again It isn’t properly signed I notice 

 

I wondered when reading your last if you were despondent by nature you wrote from “no longer 

Brook Glen”. I might as well be downhearted enough to say this is the last from Sarcee. But we 

are not downhearted, are we pet? 


