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Note from donor:    In this, my mother’s first diary, written in 1930, she was 22 years old
and living with her parents, Jesse,whom she refers to as “J.J.” and “Grampa,” and Mary 
Petersen, at their farm near Standard, Alberta. Also there were her brothers, Herman, 23,
and Walter, 18. Farming nearby were her oldest surviving brother, Sydney Petersen, 31,
his wife Clara (nee Busch) and family, and Mom’s sister, Vera, 27, her husband, Ernie 
Elliott, and family. My mother’s engagement to my father, Ole Nissen had been broken 
off the previous fall. At the time, my mother had a serious ear infection, for which she
was being treated in Calgary by Dr. Spankie.

January 1930

Jan. 1, ‘30. We had some more snow and high winds and it turned colder. I went to bed
early with a bad headache and a slight pain in my ear.

Jan. 2, ‘30. It was cold and it snowed a little. Sydney rode over here on Tony and invited
us all down to his place for moose dinner on Sunday. I wrote letters to T. G. Nuttal, one
to Dr. Linder and one to Arthur Phillips. [Except for possibly Dr. Linder, these and other
men she was writing to, were penpals.]

Jan. 3, ‘30. We had some more snow. I did some fancy work [embroidery] and read
some stories to pass the time. Walter and some more neighbour boys put on a whist drive
and dance at Long Beach schoolhouse. Walter rode down on Jennie.

Jan. 4, ‘30. I made two cakes. I wrote a letter to Leslie Cartwright. Walter rode to town
on my horse. It was 6 below this morning. I got a letter from F. R. McMarten, one from
A. H.Walter, and on from Alvin Berg, one from Eddie Brownlee.

Sunday, Jan. 5, ‘30. It is 20 below zero [F]. today with a strong wind from NW. We did
not go to Sydney’s' for dinner on account of it being so cold. My ear was better today. I 
cut my thumb with a butcher knife.

Jan. 6, ‘30. It was 27 below this morning. I washed my hair. and some stockings.

Jan. 7, ‘30. Herman took Walter and I into Standard in the cutter with Prince & Tom. We
went to Calgary on the train. I stopped at the Colonial, and Walter was sent to the
General Hospital for a nose operation. Dr. Spankie said I was improving. Walter and I
had supper at the White Lunch. We went to the Hospital at 8 o’clock. 

Jan. 8, ‘30.  I got up at 9 o’clock and had my breakfast at the White Lunch. Then I did 
some shopping and went to the doctor. McMaster [a middle-aged bachelor friend whom
she probably met in Calgary] was down here in the afternoon and we went to the General
Hospital. Walter was doing fine. When I returned I went to Dr. Spankie for my
treatments. I called up Barbara [girlfriend]. I had supper at the old White Lunch. Barbara
came down to the hotel to visit me.
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Jan. 9, ‘30. I had breakfast at the old White Lunch. Then I went up to Dr. Spankie for my
treatments. I had dinner at Eaton’s basement with McMaster, then we went to the Capitol.
Marion Davies in Marianne. Then we went to the Hospital for Walter. We brought him to
Dr. Spankie's office in a taxi. We got our treatments. Walter called up home. Kajr [friend]
took me to a dance at Pinleys. We got home at 12:30 [to the hotel]. I got twenty four
thousand dollars worth of fake money at the dance.

Jan. 10, ‘30. Walter and I went to the White Lunch for breakfast. I did some shopping.
Then we went for our treatments. We went to visit McMaster. He did not feel well. Then
we went to the White Lunch for dinner. In the afternoon we went for our treatments. On
the way to the Hotel we ate supper. Then Walter went to a show. I wrote some letters and
went to bed early.

Jan. 11, ‘30.  Walter and I went down for our breakfast at 10 o’clock and then we went to
the doctor. I could not hear so well. McMaster took us to Palace theatre. The show was
called The Cock-eyed World. We had a lunch at the Picardy. We did some shopping and
then we went to the doctor. We had supper at the White Lunch. Walter went to a show at
the Strand theatre. I stayed home and read and went to bed early.

Sunday, Jan. 12, ‘30.  We went to the Doctor at 10 o’clock and then we went to the White 
Lunch for breakfast After breakfast we went to the Empress to visit McMaster. In the
afternoon he came over her to visit us. Hans, Kajr Anton & Olga came up to my room to
play bridge. Walter & I went to the Doctor for our treatments. We had supper at the
White Lunch. Then we went to the Hotel and read & talked till bed time.

Jan. 13, ‘30. Walter and I went to the old White Lunch for breakfast Then we went to
the Empress to visit McMaster. Then we went to the doctor for our treatments. Then we
went to the hotel and packed our suitcases. McMaster came down and went with us to the
depot. Herman & Dad were in Standard for us in the bobsleigh. I got a letter from Ole
[Nissen], one from Matt [Statton] and one from Gene Prudhome. We had Mamma's specs
fixed in Calgary before we went home.

Jan. 14, ‘30. It was a little warmer today. There wasn't much to do, we sat around the
house and talked and listened to the radio. Herman put some feed in the barn. I wrote a
letter to Matt. We all had coffee and cake in the afternoon. We had moose meat for
dinner. I was very deaf. I have to irrigate my ear five times a day.

Jan. 15, ‘30. It was quite cold today with a strong wind from the NW 28 below. I pressed
and mended Walter’s suit and also pressed my dresses. Clifford Vandergrift [neighbour]
came down to get his horses shod at our blacksmith shop. He stayed for supper and
afterwards listened to the radio. He went home at 11 o’clock. It was 32 below zero.

Jan. 16, ‘30. It was 30 below zero this morning. It turned milder towards evening. I
wrote a
letter to Gene Prudhome. I finished mamma’s pillow top and worked some on my lunch 
set. I hemmed my blue wool dress.
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Jan. 17, ‘30. It was 8 above this morning and the day was very nice. I mended the hole
on Herman’s suit. I am very deaf from my Calgary trip. Our wheat was down at $1.05 [a
bushel]. I wrote to Mrs. S. E. Dolton about her Acousticon [hearing aid]. Herman and
Walter rode horse back to a whist drive at Long Beach School. Mrs. Anderson got 1st
prize.

Jan. 18, ‘30. We had a bad dust storm in the morning but it cleared up before noon.
Herman and Walter drove with Honey & Jennie to Standard. I got 3 towels for my
Quaker coupons. I got letters from Henning Anderson, Percy, Cassie Bennett. Lesley
Cartwright, Henry Manson. He also sent me some music (Lonesome in the Moonlight).
Clifford Vandergrift came after supper and Herman went with him to Standard to get
some provisions as they and Bill Elliott were going up to [Brainers?] coal mine to dig dirt
for 1.50 per ft. Clifford stayed here after he got home from Standard.

Jan. 19, ‘30. It was 18 below zero. Herman packed his blankets and went with Clifford to
the coal mine. Reeves came over to visit Walter. He did not go home until 12:30 as we
were all listening to the radio. Bill Elliott [Vera’s husband’s brother] did not go with
Clifford and Herman to the mine.

Jan. 20, ‘30. The weather was not so cold today. I curled the ends of my hair with the
curling iron for the first time. Walter rode down to Sydneys' on Jennie.

Jan. 21, ‘30. Vera's 28th birthday. The weather was still nice. Walter was sick in bed
with a bad cold. Elgen Hulbert rode up to help Dad load two pigs which he had to take to
Standard to the butcher. I wrote a letter to A. Anderson, [and to] the Colonial Hotel clerk
to save a room for me on the 28th of Jan. We got upat 4 o’clock to listen to the radio 
program from England The King was also speaking. It was all O.K.

Jan. 22, ‘30. It was above zero and the sun was bright. Sydney came over in his bob
sleigh with his scalding vat and barrel to help us butcher, but it was too late in the
afternoon. Vera & Ernie came over in their cutter. They did not go home today. I finished
reading Feb. True Story.

Jan. 23, ‘30.  The weather was still nice  Vera & Ernie went home at 2 o’clock. I wrote 
letters to Henning Anderson, Cassie Bennett and Margaret Coleman. I did some fancy
work.

Jan. 24, ‘30. The day was real nice. I wrote a letter to McMaster. Walter rode Jennie
down to Long Beach School to the whist drive and dance. Mrs. McGowan won Ladies'
first Prize.Matt’s 25th birthday.

Jan. 25, ‘30. Every thing was covered with a heavy coat of frost and before noon we had
a big blizzard. Walter drove to town in the cutter with Honey & Jennie before the storm
started. The storm kept on till late but Walter got home OK. I got letters from Matt, Eddie
Brownlee, McMaster and A. H. Walter.
Jan. 26, ‘30. Today the sky was clear and the sun was bright all day. Walter rode over
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to visit Reeves Story. Herman walked home from the mine. Clifford Vandergrift came
down and stayed till Monday.

Jan. 27, ‘30. The weather was fine. Herman, Walter and Clifford drove with Jennie and
Buster to Standard. It was the second time Buster had been hooked up. We sent Herman
and Clifford a cake and roast chicken along to the coal mine Herman rode Honey as he
thought it was too long a walk.

Jan. 28, ‘30. The day was nice. Walter took me to the train at Standard with Jennie and
Buster. I got $10 from my bank account to fix my teeth with. I got a room at the Colonial
Hotel. I wrote a letter to Matt. I went to Dr. Spankie for my treatments. I had supper with
McMaster at the Clifton. He also came to meet me at the train. I got a letter from Alvin
Berg.

Jan. 29, ‘30. I got up late and had my breakfast at the White Lunch Then I went to Dr.
Spankie for my treatment. I did my shopping. Afterwards I and McMaster went up to Dr.
Kelly and got an appointment. I had two teeth filled, then I went to Spankie for my
treatment. McMaster and I went to a show at the Strand called Hollywood Revue. I had
oyster supper at the Empress Grill with Mr. Matter & McMaster.

Jan. 30, ‘30. The weather was real nice I got up early and had breakfast at the White
Lunch. Then I went to Dr. Spankie for my treatment. After that I went to the dentist and
had one tooth filled. Then I went to the Empress and McMaster, Mattie & I went to
dinner at the Clifton, then I did some shopping. Then I went back to Dr. Killie and had
the rest of my teeth filled, there were six in all. Then I went to Spankie for my treatments.
Then I had supper at the White Lunch. Olga came down to visit.

Jan. 31, ‘30. I got up early and had breakfast at the White Lunch. Then I went to Dr.
Spankie for my treatment. Then I went back to the Hotel and packed my suitcase.
McMaster came and helped my carry my things to the train. Walter and Dad were in
town for me.  Vera’s roosters came in. Herman & Clifford came home from the coal 
mine. Herman had his foot hurt. The boys all went to Long Beach whist drive. Clifford
did not go home.

February 1930

Feb. 1, ‘30. We had some real nice weather and the snow was thawing. Herman Walter
and Clifford went to Standard. I baked a fruit cake. I got two pictures and a note from Ole
And a letter from E. H. Johnson. Vera and Earl came over in their cutter. She drove the
big team.

Sunday,Feb. 2, ‘30. The weather was still beautiful. My hearing today is the best yet
since Nov 19 - 1928. Vera got four roosters and 75 lbs. pork. She went home at 4 o’clock. 
About 6 hours after Vera had left we had a big blizzard but it turned nice before morning
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Feb. 3, ‘30. We had some nice weather and Mamma and I did a big washing. Walter rode
down to Busch’s to get their crutches for Herman. Walter’s 19th birthday
Feb. 4, ‘30. Herman and Walter drove to Standard with Jennie and Buster. Dad went
to Standard for a load of coal with Jacks. Herman and Walter fixed the cable in our radio.
Elgin came up from Lind’s to visit us while Linds went to town.

Feb. 5, ‘30. The weather is still nice. Mother and Dad went to visit Sydney and Clara and
brought their scalding vat home. I did some ironing. I clipped Buster’s feet.

Feb. 6, ‘30. The snow has thawed so much we can't hardly use a sleigh. Mother and Dad
went to Vera's in the cutter. Walter set a trap for a badger. I finished the ironing. I wrote
a letter to A. H. Walter and Leslie Cartwright.

Feb. 7, ‘30.It was cold in the morning. Walter & Herman went to Standard to the
Carnival. I got a letter from Matt, Cassie Prudhome and Arthur Phillips. Mamma & Dad
came home from Vera’s. Herman, Walter & I went to awhist drive and dance at Long
Beach School. We all had a real good time. We got ½ inch snow.

Feb. 8, ‘30. Dad went to Standard for our roosters. Walter drove up to Watson's. I made
a bunch of cookies

Feb. 9, ‘30. The day was nice and the snow was thawing. Walter rode Jennie to
Drydale’s and rode with Douglas in his car to Standard to skate. 

Feb. 10, ‘30. I rode Buster to Chancellor to mail some letters. Clifford brought Honey
home Walter rode back with Clifford to skate but the ice was too soft. We had some
snow in the night.

Feb. 11, ‘30. It turned colder and we had some cold winds. Walter caught a weasel in his
trap.

Feb. 12, ‘30. I cleaned up the house. We had a bad blizzard Walter caught a rabbit in his
traps. I did some fancy work.

Feb.13, ‘30.  It was ten below zero. Herman and Walter went out to Vera’s for a load of 
hay with a four-horse team. I wrote a letter to McMaster. Herman & Walter got home late
on account of bad roads.

Feb. 14, ‘30. Herman and Walter went to Standard with Jennie & Honey. I got a letter
from Margaret Coleman. Lesley Cartwright, Elvin Berg, Eddie Brownlee, Percy
Hawyluk, and a Valentine from McMaster. Walter and Herman went to a whist drive and
dance at Long  Beach School. Vera’s white faced cow died.

Feb. 15,‘30.  Herman and Walter went out to Vera’s for another load of hay. Vera and 
Ernie came over in their cutter after supper.
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Sunday, Feb. 16, ‘30. The weather is just swell. I washed my hair. Vera and Ernie went
home. Reeves came to visit Walter.
Feb. 17,‘30.  Herman and Walter went out to Vera’s for some more hay. Walter stayed at 
Vera’s to help Ernie make a car road to Beynon.

Feb. 18, ‘30. Herman took me to Standard in the cutter. I went on the train to Calgary. I
got a room at the Colonial Hotel. Then I went to Dr. Spankie for my treatment. I had
supper with Mr. Matter and McMaster at the Clifton Lunch. I got a letter from Matt and a
Valentine card from Henning. My ear was discharging again.

Feb. 19, ‘30. I had breakfast at the White Lunch and then I went to Dr. Spankie for my
treatments. I bought two slips for Mamma at the Arcade. McMaster called up and we
went to the Capitol, saw a movie called Dynamite. I had supper at the White Lunch. I
wrote a letter to Matt and one to Margaret Coleman. Dad and Walter helped Syd butcher.
Mamma did a big washing.

Feb. 20, ‘30. Earls 2nd birthday. I had breakfast at the White Lunch. Then I went to Dr.
Spankie for my treatment. Then I went shopping. My ear were better today. Mr. & Mrs.
Wygle and McMaster and I had dinner at the Empress Grill. In the afternoon I went for
my treatments then Mac [McMaster] and I had lunch at the White Lunch and afterwards
went to a movie called Three Passions. Mamma made a quilt for my bed.

Feb. 21, ‘30. I got ready to go home. Then I went to the White Lunch for breakfast. Then
I went to Dr. Spankie for my treatments. I left Calgary at 12:20. Herman & Walter came
into Standard for me in the coupe. The roads were bad and we had a hard time getting
home. Herman. Walter & Clifford rode horse back to a whist drive at Long Beach
schoolhouse.

Feb. 22, ‘30. The snow is nearly all gone and the weather continues mild. I baked a cake
and ironed some curtains. Walter caught a skunk in his trap.

Feb. 23, ‘30.  Mr. Wert’s cow died and he gave the calf to Sydney. Vera & Ernie were
down at Sydneys’. Herman rode up to C X with old Bill then he went and told Syd to 
come and get the calf. Vera & Ernie & Syd came over here. Then Ernie & Syd went to
Wert’s for the calf in Ernie’s car. They stayed here for supper. Walter rode over to
Story’s on Jennie. 

Feb. 24, ‘30. Old Bill came home from the CX ranch. I took a picture of Lady and
Walter and his skunk. Walter skinned his skunk. It had two big stripes. I wrote letters to
Percy Hawyluk and Henning Anderson. I did some ironing and a lot of other odd jobs.

Feb. 15, ‘30.  Herman and Walter went to Standard in Walter’s coup. They broke the 
gears and axle in it.

Feb. 26, ‘30.  Herman and Walter fixed Walter’s coup. I wrote letters to Matt and Arthur 
Phillips. I took a picture of Lady on Walter’s car. 
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Feb. 27, ‘30. It turned colder and we had a little snow. Walter and Herman went up to
Watson’s and brought Sydney’s dishes home. 

Feb. 28, ‘30. It snowed a little and it was 10 above. Walter and Herman went to Standard
in Walter’s coup. Walter went to Long Beach to a Whist drive. Mr. & Mrs. Long got 1st 
prizes. I got a letter from Matt and McMaster and Henry Manson.

March 1930

Mar. 1, ‘30. It was still cold. I baked some cookies and a cake. Walter went down to our
corner to skate.

Sunday, Mar. 2, ‘30. Reeves and Clifford came over. Ernie and Vera came over in the
car. Ernie, Herman, Walter, Reeves and Clifford went down to the corner to play hockey.
Vera and Ernie went home about 8 o’clock.

Mar. 3, ‘30. When I woke up I was very deaf. I cleaned my coat with gas. I wrote a letter
to Matt.

Mar. 4, ‘30. It was not very warm. Dad took me into Standard to the train with Mike &
Major and the buggy. I met Barbara on the train and we had a long talk. I went to Dr.
Spankie for my treatments. He made me get some olive oil and some soda for my ear. I
had supper at the White Lunch and there I met Logan and Beulah Frances. McMaster and
G. Matter went to High River and returned late. The hotel maid took me up to the
Chinese doctor. He gave me a bottle of medicine for $3.

Mar. 5, ‘30. I got up late and only ate two oranges for breakfast. I started this morning to
take my medicine [from the Chinese doctor]. I went to Dr. Spankie for my treatment
there. I ate dinner at the White Lunch. McMaster took me to a talkie at the Strand (called
His first Command. It was real good. After the show I went to Spankie for my treatments.
Then I had supper at the White Lunch. I got my pictures at the drug store then I came
back to the Colonial and wrote a letter to Percy Hawlock. Then I took a hot bath and went
to bed. I also bought a pair of brown gloves.

Mar. 6, ‘30. I got up late and only ate two oranges for breakfast. Then I went to Dr.
Spankie for my treatments. I waited two hours in his office, and on my way home I had
dinner at the White Lunch. In the afternoon McMaster came down and we went
shopping. Then I went again for my treatments. Then I had supper at the White Lunch.
Olga and two of her sisters came to visit me. I wrote a letter to Matt and then I read some
stories and went to bed.

Mar. 7, ‘30. McMaster came down to the Colonial Hotel and took me to breakfast at the
Maple Leaf. Then I went to Spankie for my treatments. I went back to the Hotel and
packed up and left Calgary at 12:20. Herman and [Walter?] were in Standard for me in



Glenbow Archives, Emily Petersen’s diary, 1930 (M 8809/5)

Walter’s Car. Herman rode Jennie to Long Beach Whist drive. Walter went to Mann’s 
Party. I could not go because I had a bad headache and was quite deaf.

Mar. 8, ‘30. Sydney & Clara and children and Vera and Ernie & Earl came over and all
stayed for supper. Ernie came over to tell us that the Bill Whiteside’s quarter was for sale 
for $25. Herman went with Vera and Ernie home.

Sunday, Mar. 9, ‘30. Vera & Ernie & Earl & Herman came over and stayed all
afternoon. I wrote some letters.

Mar. 10, ‘30. Mamma & I did a big washing. Sydney Busch came over and talked with
the boys. He was going over to Gregory’s.  I started to work on my big linen lunch cloth. 
I planted the bulbs Mac sent from Calgary.

Mar. 11, ‘30.  Walter drove in his car to Standard. The rest of us went down to Sydneys’ 
in the Studebaker. We brought our turkey hen down. Then we went from there to Vera's.
Mamma stayed. On the way home it started to snow and before we reached home it was a
real bad blizzard, the wires got wet in our car and we could not get up the east hill. We
had to walk home in the storm and I was all tired out when we reached home.

Mar. 12, ‘30. I cleaned up the whole house and put away the clothes and sprinkled some
[ironing]. I made Mamma a pillow. When night came I was very tired. Walter & Herman
went over and got the car and it went O.K. Matt left Cranbrook for Calgary.

Mar. 13, ‘30. I did all the ironing which took nearly all day. It was cold and we had a
little more snow. Herman rode Jennie to Chancellor. Matt called up from Calgary and
said he was coming down tomorrow on the train.

Mar. 14, ‘30. I was real busy and I cleaned the whole house. Herman & Walter went to
Standard for Matt. They came home about 5 o’clock. Herman and Walter went to a whist 
Drive at Long Beach School.

Mar. 15, ‘30. I was busy as usual because Mamma was at Vera's. Matt and Herman and
Walter and Dad went to Standard. Dad had to attend a telephone meeting.

Sunday, Mar. 16, ‘30. Uncle Mike came over in his car. He had not found his dog yet.
Vera and Ernie brought Mamma home. We all had a nice time together.

Mar. 17, ‘30. Walter and Matt rode Honey and Buster to Chancellor. Dad went down to
Syds’ to grind a load ofoats. He got stuck on his way home and had to put on two more
horses. Clifford rode down and had supper with us. Bunty was well again.

Mar. 18, ‘30. It was nice and warm in the forenoon but in the afternoon we had a big
dust storm. They got a new coltat Vera’s place.
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Mar. 19, ‘30.  Today it was 4 below zero at 9 o’clock and it snowed all day. Matt and I 
did not get to go out to Vera’s. Ernie and Vera came over late in the afternoon and Matt 
and I went with them home.

Mar. 20, ‘30. It was quite cold in the morning. Ernie & Matt went to Wayne. The police
there made them go to Drumheller for their car license. We had duck dinner at Vera’s. 
Dad and Walter and Herman went to Standard.

Mar. 21, ‘30. Ernie and Vera took Matt and I home again. Ernie, Walter and Matt went
to Calgary in the afternoon in Ernie's car. They came home at 7:30 and then Matt, Walter,
Herman and I went down to Long Beach whist drive. We had a good time. Mamma killed
our big white goose.

Mar. 22, ‘30. Mamma and I were busy getting things ready for our Sunday dinner. All
the boys went to Standard.

Sunday, Mar. 23, ‘30. Vera and Ernie came over for goose dinner. They went home
before dark as their car had no lights. Clifford Vandergrift came down on horse back after
supper.

Mar. 24, ‘30. The day was real nice and warm. After dinner Dad, Herman, Walter, Matt
and I went in the Studebaker to Standard, Chancellor and Hussar to hang up bills for oats
[handbills advertising the sale of oats?] While we were at Hussar Matt and I went down
to Roy’s for a visit. We got home about 6 o’clock.

Mar. 25, ‘30. Matt and I got ready and went to Calgary with the bushels. Herman &
Walter took us as far as Standard. When we got in to Calgary I went to Dr. Spankie for
my treatments. Then I went back to the Colonial Hotel and got a room. Matt had room 58
and I, 55. We had our dinner at the White Lunch. After dinner Matt bought my ring at
Birk’s and we became engaged. Then we went to Spankie's office at 5 to 6, but he had 
gone home. We had supper at [Kolobs?] then we went to the Palace to a movie called The
Race. It snowed all afternoon.

Mar. 26, ‘30. It was still snowing and the streets were very dirty. In the morning Matt
and I went to Tomlin’s Cafe for breakfast. Then I went to Spankie for my treatment. We
had dinner at the White Lunch. We went to a movie at the Variety. After the show we
went to Dr. Spankie’s. Then we had supper at the Clifton Lunch. At 9 p.m. we went to 
the Chinese Doctor for a bottle of medicine.

Mar. 27, ‘30. We got up lateand we had breakfast at Tomlin’s Cafe. then we went down 
to Dr. Spankie for my treatment. Then we went down to the Empress Hotel to visit Mac.
We went to a show at the Palace called The Show of Shows. Then we went to the Colonial
Hotel and wrote a letter to Matt’s mother. After we got through we checked out and went 
for my treatments on the way to the bushels. While we waited we had a lunch at Eaton’s 
basement. I left for Standard at 5 and Matt went to Cranbrook at 8. I got to Standard 7:30.



Glenbow Archives, Emily Petersen’s diary, 1930 (M 8809/5)

Mar. 28, ‘30. The day was real nice and warm. We all went to Bolick’s sale. He kept his 
sheep and cattle. His best team of horses sold for $200. Beulah Frances drove with us
back from the sale. I started to catch gophers. Government pays 2¢ pr tail. Walter rode
my horse to Watson’s and from there to Vera’s. He did not return tonight. 

Mar. 29, ‘30. I made a date cake and helped clean the house. Ernie, Walter & Bill
[Elliott]
went to Drumheller to get Ernie's car fixed. Herman & Dad went to Standard. We got
some rain and snow.

Sunday, Mar. 30, ‘30.  Walter came back from Vera’s place. Vera and Ernie did not come 
over. I wrote some letters.

Feb. 31, ‘30. We had some fine weather. We did not do much around outside. I wrote
some more letters.

April 1930

Apr. 1, ‘30. I rode Buster to Standard to send for some more medicine. I got my summer
coat from the dry cleaner’s. It cost $2.40. C.O.D. In the afternoon I rode down to visit 
Clara. She had a bad cold and did not feel well. Herman, Dad & Mother went down after
supper to see her.

Apr. 2, ‘30. Sydney came her 4:30 p.m. and called Dr. Fletcher. Clara had a baby boy
[Jim]. It weighed 8 lbs. I baked them some cookies and mother made her some chicken
soup. We all went down to visit her after supper. Vera and Ernie were over and they also
went down. Ernie and Dad were in Standard. I got a letter from Mac. He said Ole
[Nissen] was in Calgary yesterday.

Apr. 3, ‘30. Walter started to harrow on the east quarter. Herman hauled straw off the
cellar [Used for storing vegetables, year round, the root cellar was built into the side of
the ravine, behind the house.] Herman, Dad and Mother went down to Syds’. Mother did 
a washing here for Clara. June had her first calf. June will be two years old, the forth of
June.

Apr. 4, ‘30. We had a bad dust storm and they could not work in the fields. Dad and
Herman went to Standard. Herman, Walter, and I went down to Long Beach last whist
drive. A big crowd attended and we all had a good time.

Apr. 5, ‘30. Mother and I were both sick with a bad cold. After supper Herman, Dad and
Mother went down to Syds’. My medicine from the Chinaman Doctor came to the Depot. 
I stopped writing to all my pen friends.

Apr. 6, ‘30.  Walter and Herman went over to Drydales’ to get our mail. Dad and Walter 
washed the car. Clifford came down to talk with the boys.
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Apr. 7, ‘30. Walter harrowed on the west 80 acre field and Herman started to seed on the
east quarter.

Apr. 8, ‘30. Walter finished harrowing in the west field at noon. Herman finished
seeding on the east quarter at noon. I got a letter from Percy Havelock. Herman, Mother,
and Dad went down to Syds’ place in Herman’s car. Herman and Walter both started to 
seed the
west quarter at noon. Vera’s little grey horse died. 

Apr. 9, ‘30. It turned colder. We had a bad dust storm all afternoon. I fixed my old red
dress to wear for everyday.

Apr. 10, ‘30. Walter harrowed in the south field and Herman started to seed at noon.
Walter Dad and Mother went down to Syds’ with bread. I rode Jennie over the east
quarter to run off  Muir’s cattle. My dog, Lady, was one year old today. 

Apr. 11, ‘30. Herman was seeding wheat and Walter was harrowing.

Apr. 12, ‘30. I mended my clothes. I clipped Busters feet. Walter and Herman went to
Standard after supper. I got three letters.

Sunday, Apr 13. Ernie broke his car and could not come over here. He and George
Hayden came over to Syds’ and got him to help him fix it. I rode Buster down to visit 
Clara. Bolick started to move down on Tony [Croto?] place. We had a bad dust storm in
the afternoon. Herman and Clifford went up to McGowen’s in Herman’s car.

Apr. 14, ‘30. We could not seed on account of rain, it rained all day and at night it started
to snow. Mamma did a big washing.

Apr. 15, ‘30. It snowed nearly all day. we had 4 inches of moisture

Apr. 16, ‘30. Herman and Dad made a sliding door for the barn.

Apr. 17, ‘30. Walter started to break our little pasture. It was still too wet to seed.
Herman and Dad finished the barn door. Then they went to Standard. I got some letters. I
did all the ironing. Nelse [horse?] got a big lump on his shoulder.

Apr. 18, ‘30. We started again to seed in the south field.

Apr. 19, ‘30. We finished seeding in the south field at supper time. Herman, Walter and
Dad went to Standard. I got two Easter cards, one from Mac and one from Matt. Mrs.
Wert came over for two broody hens. She took Mrs. Bolick and children to their new
farm.
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Sunday, Apr. 20, ‘30. It is real cold and is snowing a little. I could not ride over to
Vera’s on account of bad weather. Herman took Dad and Mother down to Syds’ place in 
his coup. Then he went over to Buschs’. 

Apr. 21, ‘30. Walter started to disc for stubble wheat and oats on the west quarter.
Herman and Dad hauled each a load of oats to Standard. Dad brought home a load of
coal. John Knudson came out for four settings of eggs. We got some new B batteries for
the radio.

Apr. 22, ‘30. Herman and Dad took me to Standard, then I went to Calgary with the bus.
The bus burnt out a connection rod and we had to wait in Strathmore. We got to Calgary
at
one. I got room 55 at the Colonial Hotel. I went to Dr. Spankie in afternoon. I had dinner
and supper at the White Lunch. I bought my flared shirt dress cost $3.98.
Apr. 23, ‘30. I had breakfast at the White Lunch, then I went to the doctor. McMaster
took me to dinner at the Clifton, then we went shopping. I went for my treatments again.
McMaster took me to supper at the White Lunch. Then we went to a movie called The
Wheel of Life. Spankie took some polyps out of my nose.

Apr. 24, ‘30. I ate breakfast at the White Lunch. Then Mac and I went to the Chinese
Doctor.
I got a bottle of medicine. Cost $2. I went to Spankie for treatment. Then I had dinner at
the White Lunch. In afternoon I went back for my treatments. It started to rain at 11 and it
was still raining when I went home on the bus at 5. The boys did not come to meet me at
the bus so Viola's husband took me home in his car. I got home at 10 o’clock.

Apr. 25, ‘30. It rained in the forenoon. We seeded in the afternoon. I fixed my new dress.

Apr. 26, ‘30. It was real nice & warm. Herman and Walter finished seeding oats. We
seeded 70 acres oats and 282 acres wheat. Syd was here for seed wheat. Herman and
Dad went to Standard in afternoon. Herman & Walter went to Standard after supper to
see a movie. Vera & Ernie came over after we were in bed.

Apr. 27, ‘30. I rode Buster out to visit with Vera. It rained so I could not come home.
Herman and Walter went to Standard. Storys came over to visit in the afternoon. It rained
all night. My bulbs in the corner flower garden started to appear.

Apr. 28, ‘30. Walter and Herman picked rocks in the pasture. I came home from Vera's
place in afternoon. Ernie started to break his pasture.

Apr. 29, ‘30. Walter plowed the potato patch and the two corrals. Herman and Dad went
to Standard. I got my new cook book. Mamma cut an inch off my hair. We started to do
[spring] house cleaning. Mrs. Tony Envoldsen came over for 112 eggs and 7 hens.

Apr. 30, ‘30. Syd came over with his tractor and a team for oats We planted our
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potatoes down in the field. Herman and Syd went to town in Herman’s car. We had a lot 
of rain in the night.

A Poem
When you and I my dear must part,
Can this bring sorrow to your hear?
I to a distant land must roam,
Sleep there, die there all alone.
All in this I have to say
Night bids me go, I cannot stay.
Within these few lines
You will a hidden question find.

May 1930

May 1, ‘30. We pulled up the trees in front of our house with horses. Herman and Walter
dug holes for new trees. Petersen on the hill came down for the seed potatoes we had left.
We planted a row of wild trees in front of our house.

May 2, ‘30.  Herman & Walter were down to Syds’ to help him seed. Mamma & I did
house cleaning in the kitchen and hall. Ernie and his neighbour were over in Ernie's car
trying to sell us a horse. Our grain was getting pretty and green.

May 3, ‘30. Mrs. Walter Watson came down for [straw?]berry plants. Herman. Walter &
Dad went to Standard. I got four letters. Herman & Walter came home from Syds’ with 
their drills at supper time.

Sunday, May 4, ‘30. Herman and Walter went to Drumheller in Herman’s car. I rode 
Buster up to McGowan's. Vera, Ernie, Earl & George came over for supper. Clifford
Vandergrift came down to use our telephone.

May 5, ‘30. Mother & I did a big washing. Dad plowed the garden, then we planted the
potatoes for the house we got from Mike. [Planted potatoes at the house Mike gave the
Petersens?]

May 6, ‘30.  I rode Buster and led Honey to Hoiland’s farm 2 miles east of Hussar. He 
would not pay the price Herman asked so I took him [Buster] home again. McGowans
and their school teacher were down after supper. Walter was breaking the pasture.
Herman & Dad finished planting trees. We got the last trees in the CX coulee.

May 7, ‘30. Herman started to disc the north field. Walter was plowing. Mamma and I
were doing house cleaning. Mrs. Envoldsen came over for 30 eggs.

May 8, ‘30. Herman, Dad & I went to Calgary. I went to Dr. Spankie twice. I got $5 of
medicine from the Chinaman. I had dinner with McMaster and Matter at the Grill. I got
two dresses for Mamma and a gray voil dress for myself. I got some plants from the dime
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store (dahlia & a crimson lily). Dad sold his wheat. McMaster sent me some books along
home. We got home at ten o’clock. Leo Larsen was here with his dog.

May 9, ‘30. It was cold and it rained a little all day and we could not work. I planted my
flowers bulbs and plants There were two robbers in Ole Larsen’s store. When they 
opened the door a burglar alarm rang and Leo got their car but could not catch them. The
police are in search for them. Walter went to Syds’ for a hair cut. I started to take the 3rd 
bottle of medicine from the Chinaman doctor.

May 10, ‘30. We had some showers and it was rather cold. Walter went to town at noon
with plow shares. Herman went to town after supper in his coup and we went in our own
car. We went to a show called Take me Home. We got our garden seeds. Mrs. Story was
here for hatching eggs.
Sunday, May 11, ‘30.It was still cold. Clifford rode horse back down here. Walter and
Herman went to Standard to a ball game. Standard and Strathmore were to play.
Strathmore beat Standard. Uncle Mike was over for setting eggs. Vera & Ernie came
over. Vera got some strawberry plants.

May 12, ‘30. Mamma & I planted all our garden. We were awful tired. Dad went down
to Syds’ with our potato planter to help him plant his potatoes. 

May 13, ‘30. We planted all the strawberries we could find in our old garden. Mother
replanted her pie plants. [Pumpkins?] I planted my flower seeds. Walter finished breaking
the pasture. He also shot our gray tom cat. We started to let the horses & cattle in the big
pasture. Mrs. Story was here for setting eggs. I did some ironing. Walter & Herman went
to Standard.

May 14, ‘30. Walter and Dad went down to Pete's to see if they could hire a horse.
McMaster came down in the afternoon. I planted some flowers. Herman started to plow
on the east quarter. We went over to Mike’s to pick out two pups. Greta had four pups on 
Tuesday night.

May 15, ‘30. Walter rode Buster down to Pete's to get a gray horse to work. We paid 75¢
per day. Walter and Herman were both plowing on the east quarter. Walter, Dad and
Mother went town to Syds’ after supper to get some trees. 

May 16, ‘30. Herman, Dad, Mother and I went out to see Carl and Mr. Busch [father of
Syd’s wife, Clara?]. Mr. Busch could not remember what he was saying. I got some
white flowers from them. I made a big batch of cookies.

May 17, ‘30. The Busch boys, their school teacher and Herman & Walter all went to
Calgary to see the airplane contest. McMaster came over and visited with Mother and I in
the afternoon. Dad went out to Vera's to get our disc. I planted some flowers in the corner
flower bed. We had a hard wind and a few drops of rain. Vera and Ernie were over.
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Sunday, May 18, ‘30.  Vera had a baby girl at 5 o’clock in the morning. I rode out to 
Ernie’s and from there we went down to Wayne to see Vera. Walter and Herman went to
a ball game at Standard.

[That May, the Elliotts were probably farming Vera’s parents’ land (today, in 2001, 
surrounded by a Hutterite Colony), north of his parent’s place. My mother was 
temporarily keeping house for Ernie, while Vera was in the hospital.]

May 19, ‘30. I had a lot of work to do at Vera's. Ernie and I went home to tell them how
Vera got along We got back about 11.

May 20, ‘30. I did a big washing for Vera. Ernie went to Beynon but I was too tired to go.
I wrote a letter to Matt. Earl [Vera and Ernie’s son, age two] spilt some of my medicine.
In the evening we got a real bad dust storm.

May 21, ‘30. It was still storming and it kept up bad all day. Ernie could not plow in
the afternoon. I did not get my clothes dry. I made a pie and some sauce [she called
fruit—canned for dessert—'sauce'] and some cake. Vera got four more turkeys. Duck
eggs started to hatch.

May 22, ‘30.  Three of Vera’s turkeys died. I got three ducks. Mother, Dad & Herman 
came over and we all went to Wayne to see Vera. She was getting along fine. We did not
get back till late. I got my clothes all dry and put away.

May 23, ‘30. Ernie plowed all day. I finished up the ironing. The weather was real nice
and warm.

May 24, ‘30. Ernie plowed till noon then we got ready and went home to get my dress.
Ernie, Earl, Herman and I went in Ernie’s car Walter went in the Studebaker. We all 
stayed till the dance was over at 12 o’clock. I had a real good time. 

Sunday, May 25, ‘30. We did not get up till real late and we had breakfast at noon. Ernie
took his big barrel up to Christensens. We had a real nice rain, it went down to the bottom
of his breaking.

May 26, ‘30. The day was real nice. I made some cookies and washed some of Earl’s 
clothes. Earl Lee Johnson came over to see Ernie and then he asked me to ride with him
to Wayne, so I had a nice visit with Vera.

May 27, ‘30. It was real nice and warm. Ernie, Earl and I went to Beynon and from there
to Wayne to get Vera and baby. We got home 6:30 a.m.

May 28, ‘30. Elvin's 34th birthday [Mom’s brother, who died of cancer in 1917.] We had
a bad wind and dust storm. I could not wash. Ernie cleaned out the chimney.
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May 29, ‘30. We had a nice rain. I did a big washing but did not get it dry. Vera had
some more ducks hatching. Vera had 50 little chickens. Ernie finished breaking on the
west side. and started to plow on the little piece behind the barn.

May 30, ‘30. Ernie finished the little piece of breaking at supper time. We had real nice
weather.

May 31, ‘30. Ernie started to plow on the strip on the west side. After dinner he went to
Beynon.

June 1903

Sunday, June, 1, ‘30. We all went home [to the Petersen farm] to visit for the 1st time
after Vera came from Wayne Hospital. Herman and Walter were in Standard. We did not
get home until late. We had a nice little rain. Crops were looking fine.

June 2, ‘30. [Mom still at Vera’s] I churned six lbs. butter for Vera and washed and
ironed some clothes. Vera got 10 little chickens. The day was cloudy and cool.

June 3, ‘30. Vera got six more turkeys. We started to make a little chicken house.
Ernie rode old Bill up to Louie’s on the [Tarman?] quarter.

June 4, ‘30.  Herman’s 24th birthday. We had some real hot weather. I rode Buster home
to get my ear syringe. My ears were running a lot. Vera and Ernie drove to Beynon and
Wayne. Walter was not well yet and unable to do any hard work. Mother & Dad were
also sick. Vera’s baby was registered Alla Norma Elliott. Our old cow had abig calf.

June 5, ‘30. After dinner I packed my things and went home on Buster. Walter Dad &
Mother came out to Vera’s and brought my suitcase home. It was very hot and sultry. 
Mother, Dad, Herman and Walter went down to Syds’ to get a hair cut.

June6, ‘30. Herman finished cultivating the north field. He drove twelve horses on
account of extra big shovels. Walter & Dad went to Standard. I took Herman’s picture at 
the field. Both my ears were running bad. Walter and Herman went to Standard to the
Chautauqua dance

June 7, ‘30. We had a real hot day with high winds. Herman, Dad & Mother went to
Hussar after supper to hear Schooling speak and to see Hoiland. Walter and I went home
and went to bed.

Sunday, June 8, ‘30. Uncle Mike and Vera and Ernie came over. Mike brought us a
bouquet of lilacs. Herman and Walter went to Standard. After supper Walter went out to
Buschs’ place.
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June 9, ‘30. My ears were discharging and quite sore so we went to Calgary to Dr.
Spankie. I had to have my ear bandaged. I got a dress, (shoes, Oxford, ties) and a hat to
match my dress. Mother also got a hat and a pair of shoes. We got home about 10:30.

June 10, ‘30.  It was real warm. Herman and Walter went to Standard to get Vera’s hired 
girl when she came in on the bus from Calgary. Mother did a small washing.

June 11, ‘30. It was quite cloudy and we had a small shower. I put away the clothes
[from her mother’s washing] and sprinkled it [for ironing].

June 12, ‘30. I finished the ironing before dinner. It was still cloudy and not very warm.
Dad and Walter went to Standard to get some medicine for me which was sent from
Calgary.

June 13, ‘30. It rained a little all day and I could not go to Calgary. My ears were not
running so much and I was feeling better. Mother baked bread. Herman went to Standard
in his car. It was quite slippery coming home.

June 14, ‘30. We had a few drops of rain and it was rather cold. Herman and Walter went
to Standard after supper.

Sunday, June 15, ‘30. It turned out to be real warm. Vera and Ernie and children came
over about 5 o’clock. They were late because Ole Nissen came over to visit them. 

June 16, ‘30. Walter, Dad and I went to Calgary on our way we had a flat tire and Ole
Nissen was coming from Shepard so he helped us fix it. It was the first time I had seen
Ole since he quit me at Chancellor on Aug 31st, 1929. My ears were getting better and
we left Calgary at
7 p.m.

June 17, ‘30. Vera did not like her hired girl so she came over here and left her baby and
took the girl to town. Vera went home after dinner. I got my dress back from the dry
cleaners cost $2.55.

June 18, ‘30. We had a few drops of rain but not enough to do any good. I rode Jennie to
Chancellor to mail a letter and a Simpson's order.

June 19, ‘30. A Jew earphone agent from Calgary was here to let me try his earphones. I
liked them very well. Mr. Ornburn was here and took Dad and I to the Long Beach
election. Mr. Nortoft’s cow died at the soap hole.

June 20, ‘30. It started to rain in the morning and it rained nearly all day. It came slow
and we only got about ½ inch of rain, but it helped the grain a lot. I baked 160
gingersnaps.
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June 21, ‘30. It was cloudy all day and quite cool. I made two cakes and finished one
corner of my lunch cloth. Herman and Walter went to Standard.

Sunday, June 22, ‘30. I was nearly deaf and my ear was sore. Herman, Walter and
Clifford went to the Bow river to fish. Vera and Ernie came over so we all went over to
Mike’s to get our pups. They were 5 ½  weeks old. Walter and Herman were also out to
see Mr. Busch, he was very ill and Dr. Fletcher said he could not live more than two
months.

June 23, ‘30. The weather was hot with a few big clouds. Mr. McGowan came down for
15 bushels of oats at 50¢ per bushel. Lady ate a small chicken so I had to tie her up.
Herman, Mother and Dad went out to see Mr. Busch. He was a little better. Mother did a
big washing.

June 24, ‘30. It was real cloudy and we got a very small shower. Herman and Dad went
to Standard to mail my two letters and a registered one for Dr. Linders. We got our order
from Simpson’s. Lady ate all our eight ducks and the old hen during the night, so I’m 
keeping her tied. My ear was discharging bad and I was very deaf.

June 25, ‘30. I was still deaf and my ear was in a bad condition. Dad, Mother, Herman
and Walter went to Standard after supper, they bought a watermelon and took some of it
down to Syds’.  Mr. Busch was still very ill.

June 26, ‘30. It was real hot with a few clouds. After dinner I rode Buster to Standard to
get my earphones from Calgary. They cost $55. At supper time we had the largest rain for
years, we got just a few hail stones. The water ran over the big bridges, some over south
hailed out.

June 27, ‘30. It was still very cloudy and we had a a few drops of rain. I made a big
lunch and fruit cookies. After supper Herman and Walter went up to CX schoolhouse
dance and Syd Busch took me. John Campbell knocked Richard Mann out at the dance
and he had to be taken home.

June 28, ‘30. It was real warm and not very cloudy. Herman and Walter went to Standard
after supper.

Sunday, June 29, ‘30.  I rode horse back out to Syds’ and Syd Busch came over there on 
his horse so we rode up to the gravel lake and then out to Buschs’. Syd rode back home 
with me. Vera & Ernie came over to visit. Herman and Walter went to Standard in
afternoon. After supper they went out for a car ride.

June 30, ‘30. I made some more cookies so Mother would not have so much baking to
do. Herman and Dad went to Standard. After supper they and Mother went down to Syds’ 
to get a hair cut. Walter and I stayed at home.
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On two spare pages for Memoranda:
I got my earphones from Anderson & McLean. 224 - A Eighth Ave. West, Calgary, Alta.
Cost $55.

Miss Violet Saunders, 53, Augusta St., Hamilton Ont.

Mrs. Marvel Pederson

c/o Leo Hansen, 988 Jenks St., St. Paul, Minnesota, USA. [This is the daughter of
Grandma Petersen’s brother, Chris Christensen, and his wife, Christine (Tina). Marvel 
was christened ‘Martha,’ but she changed her name.]

Mrs. R. Ellis, Strathcanaird, Ullspool, Ross-Shire, Scotland

July 1903

July 1, ‘30. It was real nice and warm with a few clouds. Herman and Walter went to the
Standard Sports [Day] in the afternoon. Walter came home to do chores. Herman and Art
Busch stayed in town, after Walter had gone back to town. We got a nice rain which
made the roads quite muddy.

July 2, ‘30. We could not work in the fields so the boys took the roof off the old cellar.

July 3, ‘30. Dad had a sore eye so Herman took him to Calgary to Dr. Mulligan He said
Dad had an abscess in his eye and his eye has to be treated. I rode Buster out to Vera’s 
and returned after supper. Vera ran a nail in her foot. Ernie finished breaking. Dad
Herman and Mother went out to visit Mr. Busch.

July 4, ‘30. We had a real warm day with hard winds. Walter was making the cellar
larger. Herman went down to Syds’ in his car to run Syd’s tractor. 

July 5, ‘30. It was real hot and awful windy. Syd and Herman broke down with their plow
and had to go to Standard for repairs. Dad and Walter went to Standard for posts and
poles to fix the cellar. Walter went to Standard again after supper.

Sunday, July 6, ‘30. Mr. Busch died at 6:30 p.m. Mrs. Busch was here on her way home
from Standard where she had made arrangements for the funeral. Syd Busch and Herman
went to Calgary in Syd’s car to order flowers.

July 7, ‘30. We all went to the Busch funeral at Standard. Dad was pallbearer. When we
got home Matt was at our house from Cranbrook in his Studebaker. After supper we all
drove down to Syds’ place in Matt’s car.

July 8, ‘30. It was awful warm and windy. Matt went down to Syds’ to say good-by.
Herman came up from Syds’ to say good-by to me. Lady had 4 male pups. All gray. Dad
went to Calgary to see Dr. Spankie about his eye.
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July 9, ‘30. Matt and I went to Calgary to see the Stampede and we stayed at the Noble
Hotel. We were in the grandstand in the afternoon and at night we took in the side shows.

July 10, ‘30.  Ernie’s 29th birthday. Matt and I left Calgary at11 for Banff. We got here
at 3 in afternoon. We got our dinner and looked up Matt’s friend and then we drove all 
around Banff. We saw the Hot Springs, too, and one half mile up a mountain and the
swimming pool and the zoo. After supper we drove out to Lake Minnewanka. Everything
here is just wonderful. We stayed at the Homestead Hotel. I had room 23. It was real cold
here in the mountains and it rained in the afternoon and evening. I wrote a letter home.

July 11, ‘30. We got up late and had breakfast at the Homestead Cafe. After breakfast we
drove out to Lake Minnewanka and had our first motor boat ride. Then we had our dinner
at the lake hotel and afterwards took some pictures. We ate supper at Banff and we drove
up and saw the golf links and fish hatchery. We also saw the zoo and museum.

July 12, ‘30. We had breakfast at the Homestead cafe. Then we went up to the swimming
pool and took some snaps. Then we went to the Hotel and got our things and left for
Cranbrook B.C. We had dinner at Fair Mount and got to Cranbrook about 8 o’clock.

Sunday, July 13, ‘30. We all went up to Green Bay at Mayrie Lake for a swim. We took
our supper with us and we had a very nice time. We got back about 7:30. Then Matt and I
went up to visit Goulds.

July 14, ‘30. It was awful warm. Matt and I went for a ride in the afternoon. After supper
we went over to Shaw’s for a visit. 

July 15, ‘30. After dinner Matt and I went up to a little lake in the mountains to fish and
boat ride. We got home at 8. Then we went up to the Mission to see where the Indians
lived.
July 16, ‘30. It was 105° [F] at Kimberly. Matt and I went up to Smith Lake for a swim.
We had a nice time. After supper we went to a show.

July 17, ‘30. It was very warm so we just stayed around and went to the swimming pool
in town. After supper we went for a little ride.

July 18, ‘30. After dinner Matt and a boy and girl friend and self went north about 25
miles
to Wasa lake to swim. We got home at supper time. After supper Matt and I stayed home
while Mrs. Baynes and Mrs. Murdock went to a show.

July 19, ‘30. It rained all day. Matt went to Kimberly with a couple of friends. I wrote
four letters, as there was nothing much to do. Mrs. Murdock washed my hair. Matt and I
went to the show after show we had a lunch. Mr. Baynes came to town and stayed till
Sunday night.
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Sunday, July 20, ‘30. Mr. Murdock came down from Canal Flats and brought the hired
girl and the boys from Bull River. After supper Matt and I went up 12 miles in the
mountains to see a man about some work.

July 21, ‘30. Matt was offered a new road job so he was busy getting his truck repaired.
After supper we went to a ball game. Cranbrook played with the Black Giants. The Black
Giants won 20 - 5.

July 22, ‘30. Matt got his truck ready and left after dinner. Mrs. Baynes and I went
shopping and I bought some voil [very fine, light material] for a dress. After supper we
went over to the hospital to see Mrs. Murdock. She was getting along fine.

July 23, ‘30. I cleaned up the house while Mrs. Baynes sewed my voil dress. After I
wrote some letters and got the mail. I got a letter from Walter [Petersen]. Mrs. Baynes
got her order from Eaton’s.

July 24, ‘30. Mrs. Baynes finished my dress. It was made of voil. We made a lot of cake
for the girls and women coming on Friday to help quilt. After supper I went to the
Hospital to see Mrs. Murdock.

July 25, ‘30. A lot of married women and young girls came to sew a quilt for Jessie's
birth day. It was made of white and yellow sateen. I did not feel good. Mrs. Baynes and a
few more ladies and myself finished the quilting. Matt came up from Newgate for
election. He got paid only for ½ day on Monday.

Sunday, July 26, ‘30. Mr. Murdock came from Canal Flats on the train to see his wife at
the Hospital. Matt and I went up north about 35 miles to see a horse rancher about trading
for one of Lady’s pups. He would trade a nice horse for one. Mrs. Murdock's hired girl 
came up from Bull River. Jean stayed. Matt and I had oyster supper at Cranbrook Hotel.

July 28, ‘30. Matt and Mr. & Mrs. Baynes voted for the Conservatives. Matt and I went
to the dance at night, there was a big crowd. Matt went back to Newgate with a friend
after the dance.

July 29, ‘30.  Mrs. Baynes and I sent to dinner at McBerney’s and after dinner Mrs.
McBerney’s daughter and I went to the Conservative dance and meeting.

July 30, ‘30. Mr. Whiteford and his girl friend Ruth Chalinder and I went up to Kimberly
to see the mine where lead and zinc were separated. The mine is 3 ½ miles long. We had
supper at Kimberly and then we went to the Chapman Camp pool and had a swim. We
got home about 9.

July 31, ‘30. I could not hear very well and my ear was a little sore. I broke a spring in
my watch and it cost $2 for repairs. I got my mother’s dress hemstitched and I got some
satin for a slip.
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August 1903

Aug. 1, ‘30. It was very warm and windy. I and Rita went down to the swimming pool. I
did not go in as my ear was still sore. I had supper at McBerneys and after supper I went
home and did some ironing. Mrs. Baynes finished my satin slip.

Aug. 2, ‘30. Matt broke two pistons in his truck coming to Cranbrook from Newgate. He
did not get to bed till 4.

Sunday, Aug. 3, ‘30. Matt had his car in the garage to be fixed. In the afternoon we all
went up to a road camp of Fred Baynes’. About 30 miles from Cranbrook, we took our 
lunch along and we had a nice ride. When we got home Matt and I went for a ride around
town.

Aug. 4, ‘30. Matt had his truck fixed which was quite an expense. I left Cranbrook for
home at 5:20 p.m. and got to Calgary at 8 next morning. I had an upper birth We started
to cut stubble oats on W. quarter.

Aug. 5, ‘30. I came into Calgary at 8 a.m., had breakfast with Dad, who was still at
Calgary getting his eye treated. We both went to Dr. Spankie together. I did a little
shopping and at 12 noon I went home with O. P. Larsens. Dads eye was very sore.

Aug. 6, ‘30. I had a job putting away all my clothes. Walter finished cutting stubble oats
at supper time. Douglas and Logan were over for a tire. Dad called up and said he was
having a lot of pain in his eye.

Aug. 7, ‘30. Walter cut a little piece of wheat at the gate. It was very warm. Herman and
Mother drove out to look at the grain after supper.

Aug. 8, ‘30. Herman went to Standard after twine and only got 50 lbs. They went to
town after supper and tried to get some more.

Aug. 9, ‘30. I went to Chancellor on Buster to mail Matt a letter. Walter and Herman
went to town after supper.

Sunday, Aug. 10, ‘30. Mother went to Calgary on the bus to see Dad. He was much
better. and would probably be home in a week. I took afternoon lunch out in the field.
Then
I went down to visit Mrs. Lind till supper time. I clipped Buster’s feet. We went down to
Syds’ after supper. 

Aug. 11, ‘30.  I rode Buster out to visit Vera’s. I got home at 9.

Aug. 12, ‘30. It was very hot and Herman & Walter were cutting grain.
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Aug. 13, ‘30.  Edna Elliott came out to Vera’s from Youngstown to spend her vacation. 
Vera fell down in the cellar and hurt her hand quite bad.

Aug. 14, ‘30. It was still hot and we were cutting in the south field.

Aug. 15, ‘30.  I rode horse back to Standard to get a parcel from Eaton’s

Aug. 16, ‘30. Vera, Edna and [Vera’s] children came over in the afternoon and Mother
went with them to Standard.

Sunday, Aug 17, ‘30. Herman hauled water and fixed his binder and Walter, Mother and
I went to Calgary to see Dad. He was getting better. I also got a treatment from Spankie.

Aug. 18, ‘30. We started to cut our stubble wheat which is not much good. I took Vera’s 
spotted cow home and I got wet in the rain and I had a hard time getting there. On my
way  home I went out to Busch’s. 

Aug. 19, ‘30. I rode Buster up to [Lat?] Nicklassen’s and I sold them a grey female pup 
for $5. They came and got it after supper. Syd Busch also came for his pup. We had a
little shower and the boys had to quite cutting but fixed granaries instead.

Aug. 20, ‘30. My Delia and rose were in full bloom and were very pretty. We finished
cutting grain.

Aug. 21, ‘30. Herman & Walter hauled granaries out in the fields. Matt came here from
Cranbrook on his way to Spirit river.

Aug. 22, ‘30. Matt went to Calgary and Edmonton to meet his friends and they all went
North.

Aug. 23, ‘30. Vera & Ernie & children and Edna Elliott all went to Calgary to get some
fruit for canning. They came home at night. Mamma and the boys went to town after
supper. I stayed at home.

Sunday, Aug. 24, ‘30. Sydney and Clara and children and Syd & Art Busch were over.
Bill Elliott was also over. Herman & Walter went over to Gregory’s. Dad came home on 
the bus. There were sixteen of us for supper.

Aug. 25, ‘30. Herman & Walter stacked feed. At night we had a big rain and some hail.

Aug. 26, ‘30. Dad's 70th birthday. We could not work in the forenoon so we washed
[clothes]. Syd Petersen & Syd Busch were over to see about our threshing.

Aug. 27, ‘30.  Herman and Walter were stooking on the west side at Lind’s. Walter took 
Muir’s cow to the Standard Pound. Melvin Muirwas over and wanted him to bring her
back.
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Aug. 28, ‘30. We got two stookers from Calgary after supper. Mother and Mrs. Busch
drew straws about who threshed first. Mrs. Busch won.

Aug. 29, ‘30. They started to stook on the south quarter. Dad went to Calgary with the
bushels.

Aug. 30. ‘30. It was wet so the men only worked 2 hours. Dad came home from Calgary.
with the bushels.

Sunday, Aug. 31, ‘30. Sydney’s 32nd birthday. All the men worked. Sydney [Petersen]
& Sydney [Busch] were over.

September 1903

Sept. 1, ‘30.  I rode Buster to Chancellor. The men all went to Buschs’ to thresh. I 
finished my chest [hope chest]. Vera and Ernie were over for a little visit. Vera took one
of my pups home to sell at Wayne.

Sept. 2, ‘30. It was very hot and we did not do much. Dad and Mother and I were alone
home.

Sept. 3, ‘30. Mother made bread and I baked cookies Sydney [P.] pulled his outfit over
and all his men were here for supper. Walter & Mother went to town for groceries.

Sept. 4, ‘30. We started to thresh, finished east quarter before dinner. Herman went to
Calgary and got 3 men.

Sept. 5, ‘30.Threshing was going good. Mother and I were busy cooking for the
threshers. We were 16 of us for each meal.

Sept. 6, ‘30. We finished threshing wheat and some oats. Mother and I did not get time
to go to Mrs. Lind’s party.

Sunday, Sept. 7, ‘30. It rained a little and we could not thresh. Walter took the men to
Standard to meet the bus. Vera and Ernie were over and Syd Busch then him and I went
to Standard and had some ice cream. Then we went to Chancellor to mail Matt a letter.

Sept. 8, ‘30. We finished threshing our oats in the afternoon. McMaster was over and
had dinner with us.

Sept. 9, ‘30. Syd came and took his tractor and separator home. Herman and Walter were
hauling oats-raking home. We [put?] our stack in the stubble field.

Sept. 10, ‘30. It started to rain and Syd could not cut his wheat.
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Sept. 11, ‘30. We were going to Calgary but could not go on account of rain

Sept. 12, ‘30. We all went to Calgary except Herman. We got our fruit at the market. I
also bought my trunk. It cost $15. I took all my money out of the bank.

Sept. 13, ‘30. Mother and I were busy doing our Saturdays work and canning fruit.
Herman and Walter were in Standard.

Sunday, Sept. 14, ‘30. Vera and Ernie and hired man were over. Anton Sorensen was
over and wanted a police [German shepherd] pup. Vera sold the grey pup at Wayne. I
bought Herman’s saddle for $35.

Sept. 15, ‘30. Herman and Walter went to Standard to get my truck and then I sent my
order to Eaton’s.

Sept. 16, ‘30. We finished canning fruit then we started to make pickles

Sept. 17, ‘30.  We finished making pickles and Mother & Herman went out to Syds’ and 
then to Vera’s.

Sept. 18, ‘30. Herman and Walter went to Standard. I did some fancy work.

Sept. 19, ‘30. Walter started to work in the field. Mother did a big washing.

Sept. 20, ‘30. Herman and Clifford Vandergrift went up to Athabaska. They took Lady
with them. Walter went to Syds’ after dinner to stack hay.

Sunday, Sept. 21, ‘30. Lady came home again. Vera and Ernie and Dave were over.

Sept. 22, ‘30. Dad went to Calgary with the bus. We had a heavy fog and Syd could not
stack so Walter worked in the field. Dad came home at night. McMaster sent me a lot of
magazines. I made my linen tea towels. Matt got his homestead.

Sept. 23, ‘30. I did all the ironing, then I wrote to Matt. We had a big snow storm, it
lasted nearly all day.
Sept. 24, ‘30. It started to clear up, but we got a lot of snow.

Sept. 25, ‘30. I sewed my sheets and made some towels. It was wet and we could not
do much.

Sept. 26, ‘30.  Jack Morton came over to Ernie’s’ and took his black cow and calf. Ernie
came over and took Dad and Walter with him to Drumheller to see a lawyer. Vera and
children stayed with us till they come back.

Sept. 27, ‘30. Dave and Walter were picking potatoes I cut all the cabbage. Syd and
family came over after supper for the [lister?]
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Sunday, Sept. 28, ‘30. Walter and Dave finished picking potatoes.

Sept. 29, ‘30.  Walter took Dave back to Ernie’s. We let the cows in the south field.

Sept. 30, ‘30. We let the horses in the south field. We had a lot of dew. I started to sew
my quilt.

October 1903

Oct. 1, ‘30. Walter and Dad went to Standard. Walter went down to Petersen’s after 
supper to get our mail. Herman and Clifford were at Spirit River. Herman did not like it. I
finished my blue quilt.

Oct. 2, ‘30. I rode Buster to Standard. Fred [the?] butcher was out and wanted to buy
cattle.

Oct. 3, ‘30.  Walter went down to Syds’ with team and rack to help him thresh. He did 
not go. Walter and I went to a hard time dance at Standard. They had a Calgary
Orchestra. Walter shot Lady.

Oct. 4, ‘30.  Walter went back to Syds’ to thresh. The weather was nice and warm.

Sunday, Oct. 5, ‘30. Vera and Ernie were over. Ed Hagie and family were over and
wanted to buy roosters. It rained and Vera and Ernie did not go home.

Oct. 6, ‘30. Ed Hagie came for 25 roosters at 45¢ He also bought my last female pup for
$2. Anton Sorensen bought Nelse for $5 for his foxes. Walter came back from Syds’.

Oct. 7, ‘30. We had a heavy fog and not very warm.

Oct. 8, ‘30. It snowed a little all day. Walter and Dad went to Standard to get the mail I
finished my linen lunch cloth.

Oct. 9, ‘30. It was still snowing.

Oct. 10, ‘30. The snow all melted before noon. Syd and Walter took a bunch of horses to
the [pound?]. Damages at $5 each.

Oct. 11, ‘30.  Walter was in town and mailed an order to Eaton’s.

Sunday, Oct.12, ‘30. It was very lonesome. No one came.

Oct. 13, ‘30.  I made 10 lbs. butter after dinner. We all went out to Vera’s.

Oct. 14, ‘30. It snowed and was real cold. They went to town for apples but were not in.
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Oct. 15, ‘30. Walter rode to town on Buster to get our mail.

Oct. 16, ‘30. I was busy fixing my things for my wedding. It was very stormy all day.

Oct. 17, ‘30. It cleared up but was very cold.

Oct. 18, ‘30. Walter went to town in the car. It was very sloppy.

Sunday, Oct. 19, ‘30. We were lonesome. No one came.

Oct. 20, ‘30. Walter and Dad started to haul wheat to Chancellor.

Oct. 21, ‘30. The weather was much nicer and we were still hauling wheat.

Oct. 22, ‘30. It was hard hauling as the roads were breaking up.

Oct. 23, ‘30. Walter, Dad, Mother and I went up to Calgary in the car. I got my wedding
dress and a lot of necessities.

Oct. 24, ‘30. Mother started to wash. The machine would not run good so we did not
finish. Dad hauled wheat.

Oct. 25, ‘30. Walter took the engine to town to get it fixed, so we finished washing. Dad
hauled just one load of wheat. Dad, Walter and Mother went down to Syds’ after supper. 
I stayed at home and wrote some letters. Matt postponed our wedding.

Sunday, Oct. 26, ‘30. It was very nice and warm. Syd came over on business. Uncle
Mike came over to visit. We got some rain and snow so Mike did not go home.

Oct. 27, ‘30. Mike went home early before the roads got slick. D. and McGowans [or,
Dan McGowans] came down and gave me two towels for a wedding present. After
supper I sprinkled all the clothes for ironing.

Oct. 28, ‘30. I ironed nearly all day and was very tired. The ground was drying up.

Oct. 29, ‘30. Walter and Dad went to Standard. I got seven letters in the mail.

Oct. 30, ‘30. The day was very nice and bright. Walter and Dad moved a granary home
from the west quarter. Then they went out to Vera’s to see about the wheat.

Oct. 31, ‘30.  Walter went down to Syds’ to thresh. The weather was bright & clear. I 
was lonesome and there wasn't anything to do. Walter and I were going to go to a dance
at Hussar with Syd Busch but his car leaked so we could not go.

[On page for memoranda, handwritten:]
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To tan rabbit skins: Stretch on board with fur down. Sprinkle with saltpeter and rub in.
Let stand 12 hours, then scrape with broken glass till clean. Wet with salt & water &
scrape every few days till thin & clean. Then dry. They are spread between sateen and
tied closely. Makes nice comforters.

November 1903

Nov. 1, ‘30. Walter had stayed till this morning and he came back with him to finish up
threshing at Syds’.

Sunday, Nov. 2, ‘30.  I rode Buster out to Vera’s and came home at night.

Nov. 3, ‘30. We had some very nice weather. Walter and Dad went up to Rockyford to
get some wheat made into flour at the Mennonites’. We got 360 lbs. flour, 5 sacks bran, 
60 lbs. shorts. [What are 'shorts'?]

Nov. 4, ‘30. We worked around the place but we were not very busy.

Nov. 5, ‘30. Dad went to Standard for coal. Walter was fixing fences. After train time I
rode to town to get the mail. Matt and Herman and Lloyd were at Edmonton, arrived
yesterday.

Nov. 6, ‘30.  Walter went over to Mike’s place and rode with him to Calgary. I did the 
chores. Anton Andersen at [from?] the Colonial Hotel died at the Holy Cross Hospital I
sent a turkey and two chickens to Mrs. Baynes at Cranbrook.

Nov. 7, ‘30. Mike and Walter came back from Calgary and Matt came home with them.
Herman came home late in his car.

Nov. 8, ‘30. We talked and did not do much work around the place.

Sunday, Nov. 9, ‘30. We were all at home for dinner. After dinner Herman and Walter
went down to Syds’. 

Nov. 10, ‘30.  Herman, Walter and Matt went down to finish Syds’ stooking. Mike
came over for Thanksgiving dinner so we all had a turkey dinner together. Anton
Andersen’s funeral was held at Calgary. We had some rain at night. 

Nov. 11, ‘30. We got some rain in the morning and in the afternoon it snowed till the
ground was white. Herman, Matt, Walter and Dad went to Standard in Walter’s car.

Nov. 12, ‘30. It was much colder and we got some more snow. Vera came over on old
Bill
to visit a little while.

Nov. 13, ‘30. We could not do much around and we got some snow



Glenbow Archives, Emily Petersen’s diary, 1930 (M 8809/5)

Nov. 14, ‘30. It was about zero and it snowed nearly all day. We put on all our storm
windows. Rinity [German shepherd] started to speak for food.

Nov. 15, ‘30. It is was 6 below zero this morning We got up late and did not do much
work.

Sunday, Nov. 16, ‘30. It was not so cold. After dinner Herman, Matt and Walter went
hunting.

Nov. 17, ‘30. Mama did a big washing but did not get her clothes dry on account of frost.
Ernie rode over on old Bill, Syd and family were over in their sleigh. They brought our
grain tank home.

Nov. 18, ‘30.  Mamma’s 59th birthday. We hung our clothes in the basement to dry.
Mama baked bread. Matt and I rode horseback to Chancellor. It was pretty cold. I gave
Mama two ducks for her birthday.

Nov. 19, ‘30. It was still frosty but much warmer. We made ten lbs. butter and I
sprinkled the clothes for ironing. Herman did not feel well.

Nov. 20, ‘30. I did most of the ironing. Herman and Dad and Walter went to Standard for
apples. Afterwards they went out to Vera’s.

Nov. 21, ‘30. Herman, Matt and Walter went to Standard to get some meat of old Bill
from Mike for our dogs. I finished the ironing.

Nov. 22, ‘30. We had some nice weather. Herman was fixing his car. Syd was over for a
little while.

Sunday, Nov. 23, ‘30.  Walter and Matt went down to Syds’ for some car repairs. Syd 
was building a chimney on his house. Vera rode over on old Bill to trade Ace with
Honey. She took Honey with her home and left Ace.

Nov. 24, ‘30. Mama, Dad Walter and Herman all went to Calgary in the car. Matt and
I stayed at home.

Nov. 25, ‘30. All our snow had melted but today we got some more. Dad, Matt, Herman
and Walter were to town.

Nov. 26, ‘30. My 22 birthday. It turned colder and froze hard. Fred, butcher, was here
and bought our 4 year old bull for $35.

Nov. 27, ‘30. We butchered our little black calf. We gave Syd, Vera and Mike each a
piece.
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Nov. 28, ‘30. Matt and I rode to Chancellor on Ace and Buster. The weather was real
nice. Mama, Dad and Walter went down to Syds’ with his meat.

Nov. 29, ‘30.  Dad and the boys went to Standard and took Mike’s meat along. Dad went
to a farmers’ meeting. Mama got mad at me because I didn't want the pups in the house.

Sunday, Nov. 30, ‘30. We had some cold weather and some more snow. Mama did not
talk to Matt and I all day. Dad and Walter went out to Vera’s withher meat.

December 1903

Dec. 1, ‘30. Herman Dad and Walter and Syd were in town. I set some traps in our
pasture.

Dec. 2, ‘30. Matt rode my horse to Standard to send a telegram to Ontario for some
money. I caught a gopher in my trap.

Dec. 3, ‘30. The weather was nice and warm

Dec. 4, ‘30.  Walter and Dad went out to Vera’s to fix their pump and help butcher a
calf. Syd came over for a saddle and bridle and Matt rode down to Syds’ on Ace to help 
take a bunch of Bokicks horses to the pond [pound?].

Dec. 5, ‘30. Walter, Dad and Ernie went to Wayne and sold 3 quarters of the calf meat.
Walter and Dad came home at night after supper. Then Walter went to a dance at
Standard, Calgary Orchestra played. I caught a porcupine, a rabbit and a gopher in traps.

Dec. 6, ‘30.  Herman and Walter went to Standard in Herman’s car. Clifford Vandergrift 
came back from Spirit River for some money from Bill Biggard.

Sunday, Dec. 7, ‘30.  Clifford came over to visit. Matt Clifford and I went down to Syds’ 
on horseback. Herman and Walter went to a scrap pile in the afternoon.

Dec. 8, ‘30. We did a big washing. Vera rode over on old Bill in the afternoon.

Dec. 9, ‘30. We hung the clothes out and got them all day. We went down to Bill
Petersen’s and got fanning mill

Dec. 10, ‘30. Herman, Walter and Matt went to Standard. I sprinkled the clothes for
ironing We cleaned wheat for seed.

Dec. 11, ‘30. Syd rode over on Tony and then they all went to town. Matt and I clipped
Buster’s feet. We finished cleaning wheat and started on our oats. Herman went to
Standard after supper and got some chicken crates.
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Dec. 12, ‘30.  We took Bill’s fanning mill home. Herman and Walter went to Long Beach
whist drive. There was a real big crowd. Herman was in town in the afternoon.

Dec. 13, ‘30. Herman and Walter were in Standard in the afternoon. Matt cut my hair
after supper.

Sunday, Dec. 14, ‘30.  Walter and Matt walked down to Syds’ to get a hair cut. Herman 
made a truck box for his car.

Dec. 15, ‘30. Auga Nelson took our 107 chickens to Calgary in his truck. Dad, Mother,
Walter and I went to Calgary after dinner. We bought a lot of groceries at Williams
brothers. Matt and Herman stayed at home.

Dec. 16, ‘30. The weather was cold and foggy. We got up late and did not do much
around the place.

Dec. 17, ‘30. We got a little snow. Herman, Walter and Dad went to Standard and in
afternoon. Walter and Dad went to Chancellor.

Dec. 18, ‘30. The weather was real nice. Walter Herman and Dad went to Standard in the
forenoon. Walter andHerman went down to Syds’ in the afternoon. I baked my 
Christmas cakes. Herman got his $25 at the bank that was lost in the mail.

Dec. 19, ‘30. The weather was real nice. I made some almond paste for my Christmas
cakes. I ironed three dresses and read some stories. We got a little snow at bedtime.

Dec. 20, ‘30. Dad, Herman, Walter and Matt went to Standard. We sold a turkey to the
Bank manager for $2. Herman paid Matt back the $15 he borrowed at Spirit River. I got a
letter and some pictures from Anna [Nelson, wife of Grampa’s sister’s son, Pete] at
Bixby Minn.

Sunday, Dec. 21, ‘30.  Matt trimmed Buster's feet and tail. Herman went up to Clifford’s. 
He got a team of horses and a pony for his money Bill owed him.

Dec. 22, ‘30. Matt and I rode Ace and Buster to Standard to post some letters.

Dec. 23, ‘30.  Herman, Dad and Mama went to Standard and then to Mike’s to invite him 
over for Xmas dinner. Mrs. Fred Boynes sent Mama and I some hankies for Christmas.

Dec. 24, ‘30. The weather was beautiful. Mama and I were busy getting things ready for
tomorrow. We killed two ducks and a chicken for dinner.
Dec. 25, ‘30.  Walter and Herman went out to Vera’s and brought them all over for
dinner. At midnight they brought them home again. Mike also was over and we all had a
nice Christmas.
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Dec. 26, ‘30. Herman and Matt went to Standard for the mail. Matt got $75 from
Ontario.
In afternoon we went out to Vera’s for dinner. We got home late. McGowans came down 
while we were away.

Dec. 27, ‘30.Matt went to Calgary on the train and from there to Toronto, Ontario.

Sunday, Dec. 28, ‘30. Herman and Walter went over to visit Douglas. I was real
lonesome. After supper I wrote some letters. Riny was as big as Rover. Rover is seven
weeks older.

Dec. 29, ‘30. Syd was over and got some wheat exchanged which he was going to have
made into flour. Herman and Walter went to the Chancellor scrap pile.

Dec. 30, ‘30. Herman, Walter and Dad went to Standard for the mail. I got a letter from
Matt mailed at Swift Current, Sask., saying he was going to Hamilton instead of Toronto.

Dec. 31, ‘30. Mother invited Syd and Clara over for supper but they did not come.
Walter and I went down to Hussar New Year’s dance. We had a nice time. Hussar 
Orchestra played, Enough said.


