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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Alice Love by Mara Foster on July 
22nd, 2015. 

MARA: This is July 22, 2015. I am Mara Foster and I am 
with Alice Love at her home in Calgary and we 
are going to talk about your memories of the 
Samaritan Club in Calgary.  Have you always 
lived here in Calgary? 

ALICE: No. I moved to Calgary in 1951 from Halifax. 

MARA: Oh? Why did you come here? 

ALICE: My husband had graduated in Law in Dalhousie and 
he was going to do his Articles and somebody 
suggested that he should consider Alberta. 

MARA: Oh? 

ALICE: Because it was booming with the oil, at that 
time. 

MARA: Yes? 

ALICE: And so we came to Alberta and I love it. I’ll 
always stay here. 

MARA: Oh, great. Tell us about your family. 

ALICE: My immediate family? 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

ALICE: I have four children. I have a son and a 
daughter living in Calgary and a daughter living 
in Geneva and a daughter living in Florida and 
Utah. 

MARA: Oh, goodness. That’s busy. And what is your 
background? You said your husband took Law. 

ALICE: I had a Science Degree in Biology. 

MARA: Uh huh. Did you work in that field? 
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ALICE: Yes, but I was a little ahead of my time. They 
weren’t hiring too many women in research labs 
in Canada at that point, so I ended up working 
in fishery labs. 

MARA: Oh? 

ALICE: In Nova Scotia. 

MARA: That’s interesting. 

ALICE: And New Brunswick. And then once I became 
married, I had to give up my government job. 
They didn’t hire married women. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

ALICE: So then I taught school in a private girl’s 
school in Halifax for a year. 

MARA: Oh, interesting. 

ALICE: And then we moved west and I became pregnant and 
had my first child. 

MARA: So that changed everything? 

ALICE: It changed everything. It was wonderful. 

MARA: What neighbourhood did you live in, here in 
Calgary? 

ALICE: My first neighbourhood… when we came here in 
1951, there weren’t any apartments available. 
They hadn’t built any new apartments buildings 
up to that point. We lived in a floor in an 
older house on 15th Avenue and I could smell the 
gas from the gas burners and I felt nervous. So, 
then we moved to a new basement apartment on the 
North Hill. And eventually, we built our own 
house in Killarney. And then we sold that and 
moved to Mount Royal. We bought my dream home in 
Mount Royal. 

MARA: And here you are now. This is a lovely place, 
here in Mission. 

ALICE: Yes, I’m in a Seniors Retirement Home. 

MARA: So lots of change in your life. 

ALICE: A big change. My children wanted me to get 
settled while I was still young enough to do it. 
It’s a big job down-sizing. 
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MARA: Yes. 

ALICE: And getting rid of everything. 

MARA: But hard to leave your dream home. 

ALICE: I had already left it. We moved to London, 
England for six months. 

MARA: Oh? 

ALICE: And we sold our house. I didn’t want to do it. 

MARA: So, lots of change. And then how did you hear 
about the Samaritan Club? 

ALICE: Well, I had a neighbour who became one of my 
best friends in Calgary. 

MARA: Who was that? 

ALICE: Margaret Bliss and she sponsored me. 

MARA: What attracted you to the Samaritan Club? 

ALICE: Well, I think because it’s one of the oldest 
charity groups in Calgary, founded in 1915. I 
just like the idea of helping so many families. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

ALICE: And we’ve been helping them for many, many  
years. 

MARA: Yes. 

ALICE: Which is wonderful. 

MARA: And did you join as a Working Associate first? 

ALICE: Yes. 

MARA: And what did you do. I guess you worked at the 
Sales at that point. 

ALICE: Yes, that’s a big job. That’s a hard job. I 
don’t know if people realize it. It goes on for 
a least three days. 

MARA: Yes. 

ALICE: Sorting and then setting up. 

MARA: Yes. 
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ALICE: And then selling and putting away. But one good 
thing we do now, but we didn’t do earlier… 
things that didn’t sell, we used to give to 
charities who could use them. Now, things that 
are left over, on Saturday. We open up the Sale 
on Sunday and they don’t pay for their things. 
Which I think is a great idea. 

MARA: Yeah. What departments did you work in, Alice? 

ALICE: I started out in Children’s. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

ALICE: And that’s lots of clothes for children. And 
that was fun, seeing all of the little people 
coming in and trying on things. Then I worked in 
Ladies Clothes. And I ended up, I had the dream 
job when I ended up, when I was retired, I was a 
cashier in Objects d’Art department. I always 
jokingly said it was the dream job. It was 
great. 

MARA: [laughter] Some people do aspire to work there, 
don’t they? 

ALICE: And it was always fun during the Sales to look 
out and recognize so many people from other 
Sales.  

MARA: Yes, they do come back, don’t they? The same 
people. 

ALICE: They do. A lot of the same people come back and 
they sort of become your friends. You talk to 
them and that’s very nice. 

MARA: And sometimes they become Samaritans, as well. 

ALICE: Well, that’s good to hear. 

MARA: Yes, we’ve had people who have volunteered and 
then become Samaritans, so that’s really fun. 
When you picture the chaos before the Sale 
starts, when we get everything folded up, what 
do you remember about the sights and the sounds 
and the smell of the Sale? 

ALICE: Well, one thing that always bothered me was that 
some of the clothes were soiled and we couldn’t 
put those in the Sale but it was mind-boggling, 
the size of the Sale and the number of different 
departments. 
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MARA: Yes, it is mind boggling. What about customers? 
What do you remember about some fun customers or 
crazy customers? 

ALICE: Just all very nice people. 

MARA: And you’re co-workers. I guess Pearl Florendine 
was probably involved? 

ALICE: She was my mentor, Pearl. She was a great 
Samaritan. 

MARA: Uh huh. Very involved. 

ALICE: For many, many years and she would still come to 
some of our Sales in her wheel chair and she was 
pushed [in her chair.] While she was still 
alive, she came to our sale. One of her 
caregivers, he would push her. And it made us so 
very happy to see her. We’d run up and give her 
a hug. Because she was really Mrs. Samaritan for 
a good many years. 

MARA: I think you are right. She gave a lot of time. 
Who else was in Objects d’Art? Oh, Jackie 
Falkner, Jackie Nodwell. You knew them probably. 

ALICE: Yes, oh yes. 

MARA: Anybody else in that department that you can 
think of? Or anybody else who is a Samaritan? 

ALICE: Who’s been President? 

MARA: Oh, just Samaritan members. 

ALICE: Karen Smith was another member that I sponsored. 

MARA: Oh, yes? 

ALICE: And she also became President. 

MARA: Oh? 

ALICE: And I was really pleased with my two girls that 
I sponsored. Very active Samaritans.  

MARA: Who was the other one? 

ALICE: Margaret Montgomery. 

MARA: Margaret Montgomery. Yes, that would be very fun 
to see that. What other things were you involved 
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in? Were you involved with the Artisan’s 
Showcase? 

ALICE: I think everybody was. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

ALICE: We used to have a flower show. We’d have to put 
in an arrangement and your children could, as 
well. Two of my girls put in little flower 
arrangements. 

MARA: Oh good. 

ALICE: We still have pictures of that. 

MARA: Oh, nice. That was a Chrysanthemum Tea, was it? 

ALICE: Well, I don’t know. No, it was a flower show. 

MARA: Okay? 

ALICE: And they had judges, judging the flowers. 

MARA: And so you did that. And I was thinking about 
the Artist’s Showcase that used to be at the 
City Hall. You used to be involved with that, 
probably. 

ALICE: I think everybody was. 

MARA: It was a lot of work, too. 

ALICE: I also did the welfare program. It was one of 
the programs that I was involved in. 

MARA: Tell me about that. 

ALICE: Well, it was a lot of work. [laugher] Helping 
people that needed help. 

MARA: Yeah. So this is Family Assistance, where the 
Social Workers would call you and ask to help 
people. 

ALICE: No, they would call the President, I guess. I 
would just work in the group that arranged all 
the clothing and things like that, and delivered 
them. 

MARA: Uh huh.  

ALICE: And helped deliver the Christmas Hampers at 
Christmas time. 
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MARA: Yes. It was a little more personal then. 

ALICE: Yes, it was. You get to know some of the people 
and the many needs. 

MARA: Yes. Whereas, now we’re quite removed from the 
people, themselves. Everything is done through 
social workers and so on. How about the 
Layettes. Were you involved with them? 

ALICE: I never was. I always wanted to be, but I never 
was. 

MARA: Yes, there are so many facets of this, aren’t 
there. 

ALICE: Yes, if you ever go to the Sale, it’s just 
fantastic, the number of people who come and the 
number of people who have to work there. I had 
my family, even, involved. They get some of 
their friends to give clothing and take it over. 

MARA: Great. 

ALICE: On Thursday night. 

MARA: Yes, it’s fun. I mean, it’s hard work, but it’s 
fun. 

ALICE: My daughter-in-law, one time, was changing her 
carpets and she had a beautiful area rug that 
she didn’t want anymore, so she put it in the 
Sale. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

ALICE: And it sold right away. And she was really 
pleased. It was a nice gift. 

MARA: Yes, absolutely. 

ALICE: So she received a nice thank-you letter from the 
club. 

MARA: Oh, good. 

ALICE: For her donation. She’s not a member. She’s very 
involved in many charitable things. 

MARA: But, just through you, that’s a lovely thing to 
do. What other things come to mind? You were on 
the Executive? 

ALICE: I was Secretary on there. 
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MARA: Uh huh. Any other positions on the Executive. 

ALICE: I’ll have to think. That was quite a long time 
ago. I’ve been an Honourary now for quite a few 
years. 

MARA: Yes. So you obviously earned it. So that’s 
important. 

ALICE: Well, I’ve been involved. I still like to go to 
work in the different areas.  

MARA: Yes. Do you go to the Object d’Art department, 
still? 

ALICE: I would but I had a very unfortunate fall, three 
years ago and broke three vertebrae. It’s 
effected my balance and my walking and of 
course, I can’t lift anything heavy at this 
point. But I plan to go back. 

MARA: Great. 

ALICE: Although, I think somebody has taken over my 
favourite job. 

MARA: You can always say that you are experienced and 
you get to have the job again.[laughter] Do you 
go to the AGM meetings? 

ALICE: Yes, and the luncheon. I was at the last one. A 
friend, very kindly, Margaret Montgomery, phoned 
and took me. I don’t drive anymore. 

MARA: What do you think of the way things are changing 
in the Samaritan Club? 

ALICE: Well, it’s tremendous, the number of changes. A 
lot of people there, I didn’t know. 

MARA: That’s not as much fun. It’s more fun to see 
people that you know. 

ALICE: Well, I did see a few people. And it’s always 
nice to go back and see some of your old 
friends. We’re always so happy to be together.  

MARA: Yes. 

ALICE: Happy time.  

MARA: And we have a new young executive. 
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ALICE: Lots of nice young women, which is good to see. 
Because, in my age group, we’re all getting on, 
passing on and everything else. 

MARA: It is nice to have enthusiastic young people. 
Are there any changes that you think have not 
been good, in the Samaritan Club, over the 
years? 

ALICE: No, but I must say that I have suggested a few 
times that the Sale is too much work and that we 
should think of other fund raisers but we always 
carry on with the Sale. 

MARA: It is a lot of work, isn’t it? 

ALICE: A tremendous amount of work. 

MARA: But they still make really good money. 

ALICE: Yes, it’s a good money source.  And everything 
goes into the community, so that’s good. 

MARA: Yes, that’s good. Do you have any thoughts about 
things that haven’t gone well with the Samaritan 
Club? 

ALICE: No. I must say I haven’t. I have always been a 
very happy and proud member of the Samaritan 
Club. 

MARA: Yes, that’s pretty nice. What do you think 
Calgarians should know about the Samaritan Club? 
Because it’s really always very quietly done, 
isn’t it? 

ALICE: I should think that they should know that we’re 
a separate charity, that we’re not connected 
with the Samaritan Purse. They do good work, 
too, but we’ve been involved in our community 
since 1915. We’ve helped a lot of families over 
the years and continue to do so. But we are a 
separate charity. 

MARA: So somehow, that word should get out. 

ALICE: As soon as somebody hears Samaritan, they think 
immediately of Samaritan’s Purse, which is good 
for that organization, too. 

MARA: Mm hmm. But entirely different. 

ALICE: Very different. 
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MARA: Do you have any other experiences that you would 
like to share about the club or the women that 
you have known through the club? 

ALICE: Well, it was a very friendly club. And whenever 
I go back now, I see so many friends. It’s a 
good feeling. There’s a good feeling in the 
club, even when we’re working like slaves, we 
still enjoy each other. 

MARA: Oh, that’s great. Anything else you’d like to 
say? 

ALICE: Well, only that I’m very proud of the work that 
the Samaritan Club has done over the years. And 
I’m glad to be a member. 

MARA: Well, thank you very much for doing this. I 
appreciate it.  
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