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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Doreen Hutchinson by Mara Foster on 
August 18, 2014. 

MARA: This is August 18, 2014. I am Mara Foster and I 
am talking Doreen Hutchinson. We are on the 
phone and she’s in British Columbia. We’re going 
to talk about your memories, Doreen, of the 
Samaritan Club of Calgary. Had you always lived 
in Calgary or did you move there? 

DOREEN: I moved to Calgary in 1951, when I finished 
university which was at U of S, Saskatchewan. 
And that was, as I say, in 1951. 

MARA: And then you settled in Calgary with your 
family? 

DOREEN: I beg your pardon? 

MARA: Then you settled in Calgary with your family? 

DOREEN: Well, no. I was a single at that time, in ’51. I 
worked in Calgary. I was teaching Home Ec in 
junior high school, Balmoral Junior High and 
married in 1954.  

MARA: Mmm. 

DOREEN: And so, our children were born following that. 

MARA: Yes. What was Calgary like then? 

DOREEN: What was Calgary like? 

MARA: Yes. 

DOREEN: Very small compared with now. 

MARA: [laughter} 

DOREEN: I just can’t even tell you what the population 
would be but it would certainly be very 
different then than now. 
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MARA: Yeah.  We spoke earlier of our mutual friend, 
Flo and I remember she said when she got 
married, she had to stop working. Was that the 
same for you? 

DOREEN: No, my husband was a lawyer as well.  I worked 
for one year following our marriage. We married 
in ’54 and I did work for one year after that. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: So, maybe the MacKimmie Matthews was a little 
more lenient.   

MARA: {laughter] 

DOREEN: I don’t know who made the decisions. 

MARA: So tell me about your children. 

DOREEN: Jane, our eldest daughter, was born in 1956. She 
lives in Edmonton now, works for the provincial 
government. She has two children, grown. Of 
course, our grandchildren are all in their 
twenties now. Christine, who is visiting us 
right at the moment, lives in Vancouver. She 
works for the federal government, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOREEN: Anne, born in 1962, was a research scientist. In 
her late, mid-to-late forties changed careers. 
She now practises law and is about to, in about 
two weeks, to move to Duncan, which delights us.  

MARA: Oh? 

DOREEN: She’ll be just a little over an hour from where 
we live. 

MARA: Oh, lovely. 

DOREEN: She’ll be up island. And Brian, the last, was 
born in 1965. He’s a journalist. He writes for 
the National Post. 

MARA: Oh, wonderful. 

DOREEN: So if you get the National Post, you will likely 
have read, be reading his articles, 
periodically. 
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MARA: Oh, terrific, terrific. So, you lived in Calgary 
for quite some time? 

DOREEN: We lived in Calgary until we moved permanently 
to BC in December of 2011. Prior to that, when 
Ernie was supernumerary, he was a federal court 
judge.  And when he became supernumerary, which 
was in 1999, we lived half, six months in 
Calgary, six months here. 

MARA: Mmm. 

DOREEN: And we carried on with that until December of 
2011 when we thought, oh, enough of this 
travelling back and forth and we have been here 
permanently since then. 

MARA: Oh, that’s sounds lovely out there, too. 

DOREEN: Yes. 

MARA: Yes, so tell me about your experience with the 
Samaritan Club. How did you hear about it? 

DOREEN: You know, I have no idea, except that I had so 
many friends that were in the Samaritan Club. 
Doris Boyer, probably would be... One of your 
questions too, is who is your sponsor? Except 
that I am sure that Doris Boyer would be one. 
Perhaps there were two. I don’t know. But I 
knew, I had several friends who were members of 
the club.  

MARA: Yes. 

DOREEN: So that would be where I heard of it. 

MARA: Uh huh.  Do you remember when you joined? 

DOREEN: Well I think it was when Brian was... about the 
time he was a baby, so that would be 1965, so it 
was around that time. 

MARA: Yeah, yeah. Do you remember who was president? I 
have the list here. I was just wondering. It was 
Mrs. Richardson. 

DOREEN: I had my little book, the last address book I 
had was for 2010 - 2011, at which point I told 
them I better stop because I hadn’t been around 
much in some time. 

MARA: Yeah. 
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DOREEN: I don’t know what’s happened to my little 
address book.  I had it with me. 

MARA: That’s okay. That’s alright.  So you joined and 
did you become an Active Member or were you a 
Working Associate? 

DOREEN: I was a Working Associate and I was a working 
Associate for my complete time, all those years. 
And they would phone me periodically and ask if 
I would become Active and my original response 
was not until my children are all in school. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOREEN: Well, that time arrived and I told them, you 
know, I know part of your bylaws or whatever, 
say that people should take their turn and so 
feel free to boot me out because I really, 
that’s not what I would like best to do and they 
said “no, no, you’re too good a working person,” 
so I just stayed all those years as Working 
Associate. 

MARA: Yeah, and what kind of things did you do? I’m 
sure you were involved in the sales. 

DOREEN: Oh, always in the spring and in the fall sales. 

MARA: Yeah? 

DOREEN: And in various departments.  I can’t remember 
what departments.  I remember one, being in the 
clothes, being in one of the clothing, men’s or 
women’s at one point. But in later years, well I 
worked with Doris Boyer a lot. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: A long time in the house wares. Now what was it 
called? Oh, all the house wares and small 
electrical things, anyway.  

MARA: Yes. 

DOREEN: We had lots of fun. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOREEN: And then in the last few years, I worked with 
Pearl Florendine in Objects D’Art.  

MARA: Oh? 
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DOREEN: We had to polish the silver and, you know, all 
that kind of stuff to get it ready to present to 
the public. 

MARA: Yes. What do you remember – any funny stories? 
Or any crazy...” 

DOREEN: Well, my very first experience with the 
Samaritan Club was a rather unfortunate one in a 
way.  I wondered what on earth I had got into. 
It was in those years, they used to have an 
afternoon tea. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

DOREEN: And I can’t recall whether this was in a church 
or whether it was up in the Jubilee Auditorium.  
It was one of those locations. And I arrived to 
help set up. 

MARA: Mmm. 

DOREEN: And they had card tables, so I was told, “Okay, 
we put the card tables, here.” So, you work away 
and you get card tables all set up and someone 
else came along and said, “No this isn’t the 
right location. They should be over in B instead 
of A.” 

MARA: [Laughter} 

DOREEN: So, okay we move all the card tables over to the 
other location. At which point, someone else 
came along and said, “No, they were in the right 
place to start with.” So back they all went. 

MARA: [Laughter} 

DOREEN: So, I thought, my goodness. If this is the way 
this organization is run, I’m not sure it’s for 
me. [Laughter]  However, it went uphill, it had 
no place to go but up, at that point.  
[laughter] And it did. 

MARA: Okay. 

DOREEN: It was a great organization. 

MARA: Mmm. I think volunteer organizations have their 
quirks about them, in any case. 

DOREEN: Yeah, everybody was...there were no pros in 
there. Everybody learned as they went along. 
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MARA: Yes 

DOREEN: Some of them became pros, I think. Pearl 
Florendine, you know, certainly had a lot of 
experience, many, many years there.  She was a 
great worker. 

MARA: Yes, yes. 

DOREEN: There were many others. 

MARA: Yes, I think that’s right. And in the sales, did 
you have any interesting customers or.... 

DOREEN: It was always very interesting, particularly, in 
the house wares section. It was always fun when 
the people came in such mobs and it was lots of 
fun. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: I can’t recall any specific incidents, but it 
was interesting. 

MARA: Yeah, it’s hard work too. It’s a lot of fun. 

DOREEN: A lot of work. The day before, particularly. I 
didn’t especially like the cleaning up after one 
o’clock, when everybody had gone, but it had to 
be done.  And so... 

MARA: Yes. 

DOREEN: The sales themselves were fun. 

MARA: Yes. Yes. Crazy but fun, I think. 

DOREEN: Yes, yes. 

MARA: Were there any other events that you remember? 
You mentioned the tea. Were there fashion shows 
or luncheons that you were part of? 

DOREEN: Well, we used to go to the, you know, the annual 
luncheons. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: But it’s quite a few years since, all those 
years starting in 1999; I was never around for 
it. We would come out to the coast at the 
beginning of October. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 
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DOREEN: We would just miss the fall sale and we would 
return the first of April and I’d have just 
missed the spring sale. 

MARA: [laughter] 

DOREEN: So it’s quite a while, there was a long interval 
there where I really wasn’t contributing which 
is why I said, I guess in around 2010, you 
better stroke me from your list because I’m not 
a help anymore. 

MARA: Yeah, yeah. Can’t do everything. 

DOREEN: No. When I didn’t live there, I certainly 
couldn’t do anything. 

MARA: Yeah. As a Working Associate, were you ever 
asked about how the money was going to be used 
from the sales or from the fundraisers? 

DOREEN: No. Well, perhaps on occasion, where there might 
have been some kind of a memo come around asking 
for opinions.  I don’t think... I think it was 
generally done, just in the executive. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

DOREEN: On the...I think there was twenty on that group. 

MARA: Mm hmm. And you mentioned Pearl Florendine as 
being a particularly important person and hard 
worker. 

DOREEN: Yes, she was.   

MARA: Were there others that come to mind? You 
mentioned Doris Boyer. 

DOREEN: Doris Boyer? 

MARA: Doris Boyer, and then... 

DOREEN: Yes, she never was President. I don’t know 
whether she was ... ever went Active or not. 
Can’t tell you. 

MARA: Mmm. 

DOREEN: But she certainly worked hard on the sales. 

MARA: Yeah. 
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DOREEN: And Margaret Montgomery, she went, with her 
years of being Active. Some people quite enjoyed 
meetings, I think and being in that organizing 
area, where I prefer...Mind you, in our church, 
I was always on so many committees that would 
have something to do with it too, I think. I was 
committeed to death there so I was happy to be 
just a worker in the Samaritan group. 

MARA: Yeah, yeah. You can’t do everything, can you? 

DOREEN: No. 

MARA: And 

DOREEN: With four children. 

MARA: And Flo Atkinson. You were talking about her 
earlier. 

DOREEN: Yes. 

MARA: What do you remember about her? 

DOREEN: Oh, she was a great, great, great friend.  

MARA: Yeah. 

DOREEN: Lots of fun. Again, she was a close neighbour 
and one of my best friends for many years. 

MARA: Yeah, was she an active, Doreen? 

DOREEN: I don’t believe so. 

MARA: Mmm. 

DOREEN: I don’t think so. 

MARA: Yeah. But she was a lot of fun? 

DOREEN: Oh, yes. 

MARA: Were there other women you remember, 
particularly? 

DOREEN: Oh, lots of people. Jean Fraser, well she came 
in a bit later. She was someone that I’d known 
at university, actually. 

MARA: Mmm. Oh? 
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DOREEN: Mary Rowe. She was an Active for a while. Some 
of these people, I don’t know if they’re even 
still alive. 

MARA: Mmm. 

DOREEN: Mrs. MacKenzie, she was our next door neighbour. 
Betty MacKenzie.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

DOREEN: I noticed that she was one of the Past 
Presidents, years ago.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: Who else can I think of? Oh goodness, I don’t 
know. Dorothy Lomas. She was there. Isobel 
Dixon. 

MARA: Yeah. 

DOREEN: Polly Dawson. She... I don’t know whether she 
would still be on or not. Her health isn’t what 
it once was. Hazel Coates, I don’t know whether 
she is still involved or not. Barbara 
Christensen... 

MARA: Yeah. Were the husbands involved very much in 
doing things? 

DOREEN: No, not very much. They were... we were all 
encouraged to bring our husbands along on the 
setting up day. 

MARA: [laughter] 

DOREEN: Some husbands were very good about it. My 
husband never went. 

MARA: [laughter] 

DOREEN: But a few did. A very few... 

MARA: Yeah 

DOREEN: When you consider the number of Samaritan 
ladies, there were very few husbands there, but 
some were very good about that. 

MARA: Yeah, yeah. What changed along the way that you 
remember about the Samaritan club, for the good 
or the bad? 
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DOREEN: Well, if you were on the committee and wanting, 
needing to get new members, I would imagine that 
it became more and more difficult and it’s 
probably very difficult now since most, so many 
young people work outside the home. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: It would just be a question of time. 

MARA: Yeah. 

DOREEN: That they would have. I don’t know. It was 
always such a worthwhile group and I’m sure it 
still is. And that has lasted all through the 
years.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: I really feel so out of touch with it now; that 
I couldn’t say what has changed in the last few 
years.  

MARA: Yeah. Some women have commented to me that, on 
the one hand there should be no advertising, yet 
on the other hand, there should be some, so that 
people would join. There seems to be quite a 
dilemma around that issue. 

DOREEN: Yes. I don’t how, whether it’s just word of 
mouth. I don’t know how they... they didn’t used 
to advertise for members, not that I was ever 
aware of. It was strictly; bring in your friends 
or your family. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: Daughters-in-law or so on. 

MARA: Yes, but I think you’re right. It’s harder; 
people are working during the day. Women are 
working during the day. 

DOREEN: Yes, it’s hard to get people on committees for 
anything. Especially if involved any daytime 
committees or work. 

MARA: Yes, yes. So what do you thing Calgary and 
future Calgarians should know about the 
Samaritan Club, in your opinion? 

DOREEN: Well, I guess, just the good causes, the good 
things that they support. 
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MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: They have been helping families. They certainly 
do a lot for families who need help. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOREEN: That’s always been their focus. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOREEN: As far as I was aware, through my time and I’m 
sure it still is. 

MARA: Yes. And do you think...do you have any opinions 
about how you would make some change if you 
could? Or do you feel a bit removed from it? 

DOREEN: I feel quite removed from it. You know, its ten 
years, since I was there for any of the sales. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOREEN: It’s over ten years. 

MARA: Yeah. 

DOREEN: 1999. That’s fifteen years, isn’t it?[laughter] 
I’m really removed. 

MARA: The time escapes. So any other thoughts, Doreen, 
about something you’d like to say or 
something... 

DOREEN: No, just that I hope that they are able to 
continue and that people have as much fun 
together as they did in my days. 

MARA: Ah. So, the fun is one of the keys. 

DOREEN: Yeah. 

MARA: The friendship and the fun. 

DOREEN: There’s lots of work but there’s lots of fun 
went with it. 

MARA: Yes. So that’s very important. Any other 
thoughts? 

DOREEN: I don’t believe so.   

MARA: Okay, well, thanks... 
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DOREEN: They were good years. 

MARA: Thank you very much, Doreen, for doing this. I 
really appreciate it. 

DOREEN: Okay. I hope that you have lots or several 
people to talk with who are more up to date on 
it, so that’s good. 

MARA: Okay. I’m just going to turn off the recorder. 

DOREEN: Yes.     

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 
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