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GWYNETH: Yes and its recording now. So I point that 
towards you. 

BARBARA: And I can just talk and it records. And so, it’s 
recording me right now. So are you going to ask 
me or do I just have to say…? 

GWYNETH: Well, no I can ask you, certainly. And have you 
always lived in Calgary, Barb? 

BARBARA: No, I haven’t. I’ve lived in Calgary for nearly 
forty years. 

GWYNETH: And you came from where, then? 

BARBARA: I came from Edmonton. 

GWYNETH: Okay. Good move. Yeah. 

BARBARA: Oh, I like Edmonton. 

GWYNETH: I know.  I always thought it was the best city 
to be our capital. It looks like a capital. 

BARBARA: Oh, yes. It’s a great city. Everything happens 
in the city in Edmonton. It doesn’t in Calgary. 

GWYNETH: What sort of things do you mean, don’t happen in 
Calgary? 

BARBARA: Well, they have folk festivals. They have a 
wonderful river valley and they have… when they 
have things happening, they happen in the city, 
whereas in Calgary, on weekends, people scoot 
out to the mountains or they want to get away 
from the city because there’s so much to do away 
from Calgary. 

GWYNETH: You know, we do have a folk festival on Prince’s 
Island.  
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BARBARA: I know that. Well, actually, since I’ve been 
living in Calgary, Calgary has improved a lot. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

BARBARA: I must say. 

GWYNETH: Yes, I think we have. 

BARBARA: I think the Olympics made a big difference to 
Calgary. 

BARBARA: Oh, yes. Probably did. And did you want to add 
anything more about your living in Calgary. 

BARBARA: Well, I stayed here.  I made a decision to stay 
here after my husband died, which was sort of a 
difficult decision because all my good friends 
were still in Edmonton. But I decided that I 
would make Calgary my home. 

GWYNETH: And how long have you been on your own, then? 

BARBARA: Almost 35 years.   

GWYNETH: Oh, my. 

BARBARA: He died in January, 1978. That’s 37 years, isn’t 
it? 

GWYNETH: Yes, 37 years. Yeah, and I’m just on my third. 

BARBARA: Well, it makes a difference.  Your age makes a 
difference, I think, to what you decide to do. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes. 

BARBARA: But I just decided that to go back to Edmonton 
would be sort of stupid. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: Because you don’t go back to the life you had. 

GWYNETH: That’s really true. 

BARBARA: So you have to start making a life for yourself, 
which is what I’ve done. 

GWYNETH: Good girl.  And about your family, do you have 
family here in Calgary? 

BARBARA: No, I don’t. When we moved to Calgary in 1975, 
my two children were in university in Edmonton, 



 Page 3 

 

so we moved away from home. They didn’t move 
away from home, we did. 

GWYNETH: You did. [laughter] 

BARBARA: Which was very clever of us, I think. And my 
daughter, actually came to Calgary when her 
father was dying. She’s a nurse and she stayed 
here, married a doctor and they were here for 
about, oh, how many years? Five, six or seven 
years, and then they both wanted to travel. They 
had travelled quite a bit before they married. 
And they, my son-in-law, took a position in 
Taiwan. 

GWYNETH: Oh, interesting. 

BARBARA: Training emergency room doctors in Taiwan. And 
they expected to go for three years and ended up 
staying for nine. And then, when they were 
leaving Taiwan, he was offered a good position 
at the university in Edmonton, so they went back 
to Edmonton. So they’re back in Edmonton. 

GWYNETH: Oh, well that’s not too far away although 
sometimes it must seem… 

BARBARA: And they have three children who are all grown 
now and scattered all over the world. 

GWYNETH: So they had the travel bug, too, did they? 
 

BARBARA: Yeah, well actually my middle grandchild, 
grandson, was only a year old when they went to 
Taiwan and he played with the neighbourhood 
children.  They lived in a big apartment 
complex. 

GWYNETH: Yeah? 

BARBARA: And he picked up Mandarin quite quickly. So they 
sent him to a Chinese school for two years. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: And when he… Then they decided that he better 
learn to read and write in English, too, so he 
went to the American School for the rest of the 
time.  But, when they came back to Canada, my 
daughter kept up his Mandarin because he was the 
only one of the three children who really had 
picked it up. 
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GWYNETH: Yes. 

BARBARA: And then at university, he did Asian studies. 
And he’s now living and working in Beijing. 

GWYNETH: What a great story. 

BARBARA: And his sister, who is older, went to the 
American school right away when they went to 
Taiwan, so she didn’t have the opportunity to 
mix with Chinese children. But she has since. 
She has a degree in Education and in Physical 
Education and she taught school for five years 
in London, England. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm 

BARBARA: And actually was involved in the Olympics in 
London, then came back to Canada and was looking 
for another placement and has a job in an 
international school about an hour out of 
Beijing in China. So, she’s in China, as well. 

GWYNETH: So that was in their system, isn’t that 
wonderful. 

BARBARA: Oh, yeah. They travelled and when she lived in 
Europe, in London, I think she went to 20 
different countries. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yeah. 

BARBARA: Every time she had a break, English schools have 
longer breaks. 

GWYNETH: Do they? 

BARBARA: They’ll have a four day break or every two 
months, they’ll have a week break. And she’s 
off. 

GWYNETH: You know, the Continent is so close. And she 
could just slip over for a weekend. 

BARBARA: And she’s one of these people who knows people 
everywhere. She’s got it pretty good. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. So, a friend where ever she goes. 

BARBARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: And then, did you have a son? 
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BARBARA: My son is older. He had a very, sort of, 
interesting life. He was really smart. He has a 
degree in Zoology, in Political Science, in 
Education and a Master’s in Education. And 
twenty-three years ago, he had a bad accident, 
and broke his neck, and he’s a quadriplegic. 
And, he was married and had three sons. The 
youngest was just a year old and he died last 
summer. 

GWYNETH: Oh, my goodness. 

BARBARA: Rather unexpectedly. We’re still not quite sure 
what the basic cause was. His electrolytes were 
out of balance. He’d been plagued with bladder 
infections for a long time. 

GWYNETH: Oh, that’s such a shame. 

BARBARA: So it’s been a tough time. 

GWYNETH: Oh, I’ll bet it has. Oh, my, yes. 

BARBARA: And my daughter-in-law is still, she’s hung in 
there the whole time,  

GWYNETH: Bless her heart, eh? 

BARBARA: She’s now trying to get her life on track, but 
it’s not easy. 

GWYNETH: Oh, no, no. It wouldn’t be. 

BARBARA: Anyway, that’s that family. And the boys are 
all, the two younger boys are musicians. I think 
they might have been more into sports, had my 
son not had the accident, because he was very 
athletic and he would have taken them skiing and 
fishing.  I took the boys skiing for a long 
time. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

BARBARA: When they were little, I used to take them up to 
Sunshine for a week at Christmas time. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, yeah.  And so there was a gap between the 
your eldest boy and the two youngest boys. Quite 
a few years. 

BARBARA: No, no. I just have the two kids. 

GWYNETH: Oh. I see. 



 Page 6 

 

BARBARA: My son actually was 61 when he died last summer. 
My daughter is 59 now.  I just have the two. My 
son’s kids are….My grandkids are all the same 
age. My son had three boys and my daughter had 
two girls and a boy. 

GWYNETH: I see. 

BARBARA: And they are all thirty, twenty-six and twenty-
four. 

GWYNETH: Isn’t that interesting? Just how it worked out. 
So it’s his two younger boys that are musicians.  

BARBARA: Yes, they didn’t ever do some of the things. And 
he was a great hunter, but they didn’t ever go 
hunting because… anyway. 

GWYNETH: A lot they missed out on. 

BARBARA: Yes, their whole life changed. But I have to 
credit his wife. She hung in there and not many 
women her age would. 

GWYNETH: No, she was just young. 

BARBARA: He was 38 and she was 35 when he had the 
accident.  

GWYNETH: And they had the three little children. 

BARBARA: And not an easy life. So I spent a lot of my 
time, back and forth to Edmonton, those first 
few years. Once a month, I would go up and spend 
a weekend with them. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, and give her a little break. 

BARBARA: That’s sort of my life. 

GWYNETH: Yes, yeah. And so you took all of your schooling 
in Edmonton, then, did you? 

BARBARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: I know that you were at U of A when Lloyd was 
there. 

BARBARA: Yeah. I graduated in 1950. 

GWYNETH: Yeah and he was ’54. 

BARBARA: What was he? 
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GWYNETH: Bachelor of Science. 

BARBARA: Bachelor of Science? 

GWYNETH: Took Geology. 

BARBARA: No, I graduated in nursing in 1950. And then I 
worked at the University Hospital for three 
years while my husband did an Engineering 
degree. He already had a degree in Chemistry. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: And then he went back to take Engineering after 
we were married. 

GWYNETH: And you had to work. 

BARBARA: Well, I worked, back in those years. You got 
married. You didn’t live together. 

GWYNETH: No, I know. You did it in the right order. 

BARBARA: There was absolutely no pills or anything. 

GWYNETH: I know, I know. 

BARBARA: So you didn’t want to take any chances before 
you got married. 

GWYNETH: No, you sure didn’t. Part of it, probably, was 
because of your parents. You didn’t want to ever 
disappoint them because they really has such 
store… 

BARBARA: And well, people didn’t. I mean my age group, 
you finished your education and you got married. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: The year I got married, I went to four weddings. 
[laughter] And everybody graduated and got 
married.  

GWYNETH: And it’s true. That’s what we did.  I met Lloyd 
the last year of my nursing. No, the first year 
of my nursing, the first month actually, after I 
went in training.  And he was graduating in that 
May. And so we had this three year hiatus, but 
fortunately, he was up north, prospecting. But 
you’re right. 

BARBARA: So where did you take your nursing? 
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GWYNETH: Royal Alex. 

BARBARA: Did you? 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. I did. 

BARBARA: So you graduated in…? 

GWYNETH: ’57. 

BARBARA: ’57. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, not much difference in us, my dear.  

BARBARA: [laughter] No, well, those were the days, I 
think. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. 

BARBARA: Those were where you made your good friends, 
too. 

GWYNETH: Oh, gosh, yeah. 

BARBARA: I still have friends. 

GWYNETH: I bet you have. Classmates? 

BARBARA: Classmates, yeah. 

GWYNETH: Both you and your husband would. 

BARBARA: Yeah, of course my husband’s engineering class 
have been very close to me.  In fact, one of his 
engineering classmates just phoned me the other 
day. He lives in Vancouver, just to see how 
things were.  

BARBARA: But, in the meantime, my stupid husband, I think 
he liked going to school. After ten years 
working for Imperial Oil as an engineer… 

GWYNETH: That’s where Lloyd worked. 

BARBARA: He went back to school and did law. 

GWYNETH: Oh, did he? 

BARBARA: Yeah.  

GWYNETH: He was a perpetual student, wasn’t he? 

BARBARA: He was a lawyer. And the reason we ended up in 
Calgary was he was in the legal department of 
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Enbridge, which was at that time, IPL. At that 
time, they had a joint project called the 
Beaufort Dale project.  They were looking into 
building an oil pipeline from the Beaufort Sea. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: And he came to Calgary as the assistant to the 
President of the… 

GWYNETH: So he was still kind of involved in other oil 
related things? 

BARBARA: Well, actually after he graduated in Law, our 
children were becoming teenagers. And it seemed 
to him logical to work for a company rather try 
to build up a practise because that’s ten years 
of your life that you never see anybody.  

GWYNETH: Yes, yes. 

BARBARA: And so, he worked in the law department of IPL, 
which was actually, if you have an engineering 
background, and you’re a lawyer, it’s a really 
good combination. 

GWYNETH: I’ll bet it is. 

BARBARA: And he did quite well. And they were sort of 
gearing him to be the next general manager of 
the company when the time came. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm.  

BARBARA: And then he became ill. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, yeah. 

BARBARA: But life doesn’t work out the way you want it 
too. 

GWYNETH: No, but he had an interesting life. 

BARBARA: Yeah. 

GWYNETH: Didn’t he now, you know. 

BARBARA: Yeah. I certainly learned how to cook hamburger 
in ten different ways. 

GWYNETH: [laughter] With a husband going to school. I’ll 
bet you did. 
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BARBARA: Yeah, yeah, yeah. We camped for our holidays 
because we couldn’t afford to take big holidays 
but we bought a tent and we loved camping. My 
kids still always love camping. 

GWYNETH: And you know, it’s true. We camped. And the kids 
loved it.  All you needed was water and sand. 

BARBARA: That’s right. 

GWYNETH: One time, my daughter took her two boys because 
they always went to her husband’s place at 
Shuswap. Cabin and skies and all the good 
things. 

BARBARA: Yeah. 

GWYNETH: She took them to Cyprus Hills and they put up 
the tent and they stayed there. She said, “They 
have to know, Mom, there’s another way of life.” 

BARBARA: Yeah, I think so. My kids have always loved 
camping. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes. 

BARBARA: It was certainly our holidays, back for a long 
time. 

GWYNETH: And I said to somebody, and I thought I was 
having a good time and I had the diaper pail and 
I was sloshing up because we didn’t have 
disposable diapers. 

BARBARA: Oh, no. 

GWYNETH: We couldn’t afford them. 

BARBARA: Well, they didn’t even have them when my kids 
were growing up. 

GWYNETH: That’s true, they didn’t. The last one, Jason, I 
had them once. Anyway, that’s enough because we 
have to talk about you. And your background. 
I’ve got that you worked at the hospital in 
Edmonton.  And then did you work when you came 
to Calgary? 

BARBARA: Not until after my husband died. Actually what 
happened, back in those years, after you had 
children, you didn’t tend to work. You stayed 
home and I was pretty good at ironing shirts and 
scrubbing floors and whatever. 
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GWYNETH: Yes. 

BARBARA: And when we came to Calgary, when my husband 
realized that his cancer had returned, and it 
was going to be terminal, he was determined that 
he was going to stay home. He wasn’t not going 
to be in the hospital. 

GWYNETH: Uh huh. 

BARBARA: And he kept saying to the doctor, “Well, Barb 
can look after me.” So Barb hadn’t been an 
active nurse for a long time. 

GWYNETH: I know. 

BARBARA: So, I did a refresher course at Mount Royal 
College in 1956. Not’56, ’76.  Where are we? 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm 

BARBARA: We came to Calgary in ’75 and I did it in ’76. 
The first refresher course that I know of. They 
hadn’t done one before and it was a sort of a 
pilot thing. And gosh, it was tough. It was 
twelve weeks. And anyway, at that time, my 
husband’s illness had reached the point where he 
had to quit working.  

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: So he was at home and I was learning to be a 
nurse, all over again. 

GWYNETH: Gosh, those must have been tough times, trying 
to study. 

BARBARA: So any rate, then after that, I had an active RN 
again, so he actually did die at home. 

GWYNETH: Did he? 

BARBARA: Which was…, there was no Homecare back then. 
This was in the year of ’77 and then he died in 
January of ’78. And I looked after him. There 
was no other help.  The only thing I can say is 
my daughter moved. She graduated in ’77 from 
Nursing and she moved to Calgary and she was 
here. She was working at the Rocky View Hospital 
so she was here.  It was nice to have someone 
else in the house. 

GWYNETH: Wonderful. 
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BARBARA: And then, after he died, he died in ’78, the 
next year, 19th January, 79, the Alberta 
government funded a Homecare project. That’s 
when they started Homecare. They had a lot of 
money back then and they wanted to start a 
program and so they was a little ad in the paper 
asking for volunteers for the management 
committee to help.  I guess this was the 
requirement of a provincial government program, 
so I volunteered to serve on the management 
committee. 

GWYNETH: Good for you. 

BARBARA: And within six months, they asked me to come and 
work for them.  And I worked for Homecare for 
probably about six years, I guess. We organized 
the palliative care program. 

GWYNETH: Wow, good for you. 

BARBARA: Of course, my background was palliative care and 
I certainly knew what had to be done. You know, 
there were all the things that people didn’t 
know. In fact, I educated the doctor because 
when we knew that the end was coming, you know, 
I said to him, “Well, what should I do?” And he 
had no idea what I should do. Like, “Well, call 
the ambulance.” And I said “You don’t want to 
call the ambulance because you get the police 
and the fire department.”  

GWYNETH: Yes, yes. 

BARBARA: So we had it all organized as to how you deal 
with it. 

GWYNETH: And they didn’t have any hospice, either? 

BARBARA: Oh no. There was nothing. 

GWYNETH: However, that would be very comforting for your 
husband. 

BARBARA: Well, it was what he wanted. And it’s what I 
wanted too. And I would say that probably the 
last six months to a year of his life, I didn’t 
get more than two hours sleep a night because he 
had a lot of pain. 

GWYNETH: Oh? 

BARBARA: Pain is the most terrible… 
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GWYNETH: That was another thing that changed, pain 
management. 

BARBARA: Oh, yeah. Pain management, it was terrible. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. 

BARBARA: The only thing I can say is that, in the end, 
the last six months he was on injectable 
morphine and I had a wonderful… 

GWYNETH: Physician? 

BARBARA: At the drug store, Shopper’s Drug Store over at 
South Centre. They were so good. The pharmacist 
used to phone me because they didn’t keep much 
in stock. And there was never any question about 
“Well have you got too much or too little.” It 
was up to me to use it… 

GWYNETH: As you saw… 

BARBARA: Responsibly. 

GWYNETH: How wonderful. 

BARBARA: So I felt very…. And actually his doctor who 
didn’t ever make house calls, made house calls. 

GWYNETH: Yes, yes. 

BARBARA: I remember the last time he was here was on 
Robbie Burns Day. 

GWYNETH: January, what? 29th is it. 

BARBARA: 23rd, I think, 23rd – 24th, something like that. 
And we sat after we had a little discussion and 
this is when we decided how we were going to 
handle things because we knew that we were 
looking at maybe another week and that’s about 
all. 

GWYNETH: Oh. 

BARBARA: We sat in the living room and had a drink of 
scotch. 

GWYNETH: Perfect. 

BARBARA: Toasted Robbie Burns. [laughter] 

GWYNETH: And medicinal. You gave yourself some medicine. 
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BARBARA: Yeah. But anyways, so I did that. So, and 
actually working was a good thing for me because 
I was undecided about moving back to Edmonton. 
I’d only been here three years and I was 
undecided. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: But I made up my mind that I would stay here and 
so going to work was a good thing and I’ve made 
some good friends working. 

GWYNETH: I’m sure you have. Yes. 

BARBARA: But again, socially, it wasn’t a very smart move 
because everybody I worked with, you know, they 
were younger than me. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. 

BARBARA: And whatever. But I still have half a dozen good 
friends from my homecare days that I see.  

GWYNETH: Yeah.  

BARBARA: But I was never into wanting to get involved 
socially with… I mean, I was not looking for a 
husband.  

GWYNETH: No, you were just looking for good friends. 

BARBARA: Actually I joined the Samaritan Club that first 
year or two, 1978. 

GWYNETH: Okay.  

BARBARA: That’s my friend. You probably know Carmen 
Simon. She wasn’t in my nursing class but she 
was a nursing friend of mine. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. 

BARBARA: And she and her husband knew my husband. 

GWYNETH: Oh, okay. 

BARBARA: And so she, the spring after my husband died, 
she suggested that maybe I would like to join 
the Samaritan Club. 

GWYNETH: Okay.  

BARBARA: And that’s how come I got into the Samaritan 
Club. 
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GWYNETH: Yeah. 

BARBARA: She thought it would be good for me to have 
something to do.  

GWYNETH: You weren’t one that ever put your feet up, by 
the sound of it. 

BARBARA: So I joined, I guess it was in June. I went to 
the Annual Meeting in June which was 1978. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: And that’s when I became a member.  I became a…. 
back then, you were just an Associate.  But then 
you had to go on the waiting list to be invited 
to be an Active.  

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: And they had a limit of 35 Active Members. 

GWYNETH: Right.  

BARBARA: And they always had 35 Active Members.  

GWYNETH: They always did? Well, that’s good because we 
don’t.  We have 25 right now. 

BARBARA: I know you don’t. But back then, you only got 
invited to be an Active Member after somebody 
either left or resigned or whatever. And they 
had 35 Active Members.  Well, it turned out, I 
think they maybe queue jumped me a little bit 
because I became an Active Member in the fall of 
1978. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm.  

BARBARA: So right away, I was an Active Member. 

GWYNETH: Well, I’m sure you were a very… 

BARBARA: And I think it was, I think Carmen had a real in 
with Pearl Florendine. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

BARBARA: And I think between the two of them, they 
negotiated the fact that it would be good for me 
to be doing this. 

GWYNETH: Well, and good for the club. I mean, look at 
your background knowledge. 
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BARBARA: So, I did that. And I certainly was a member of 
the Samaritan Club when I was working for 
homecare. 

GWYNETH: And so did you have to go to Active Meetings 
then? 

BARBARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: And were you sponsored by a couple of people? 

BARBARA: Well, I guess I was. Carmen would be one.  
Probably Elaine Kernahan, because they were old 
nursing friends of mine. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes. 

BARBARA: I’m not sure who the other one was. Or Marg 
Montgomery. It might have been. 

GWYNETH: And it doesn’t really matter, but you had to be 
sponsored. It will be in the tin box. 

BARBARA: Yes, wherever that is. 

GWYNETH: We know where it is but I think it, maybe,  
hasn’t always been kept up. 

BARBARA: Well it would have been Carmen, definitely and 
see, I really didn’t know all that many people 
in Calgary.  I’d been isolated in Calgary 
because I spend…. We were here three years, and 
I probably spent half of that time looking after 
my husband. So I didn’t have a social life. I 
didn’t have a circle of friends, at all. 

GWYNETH: No, no. 

BARBARA: It was just what I had to deal with. It was 
strictly a business of dealing with what I had 
to deal with. So I didn’t know that many. The 
only people that I knew in Calgary were oil 
friends who had moved from Edmonton. 

GWYNETH: Yes, I know. And that’s true. And often your 
friends were you’re husband’s friends, in many 
ways.  

BARBARA: That’s right. 

GWYNETH: At least I know mine were. And when Lloyd was 
transferred and I went along…. 
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BARBARA: Well, that’s what you do. That’s the way it 
goes. 

GWYNETH: So when you became Active, then I know that you 
had positions that you took. 

BARBARA: Yeah, the first year I was layettes. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yeah. And that’s always satisfying.  

BARBARA: They seem to put you into that to start with, I 
think, to get your feet wet. And back when I did 
layettes, we had contacts with just the social 
workers, I believe. But, the layettes were 
always…we always bought everything from a lady 
at the Hudson Bay Company. 

GWYNETH: So did I, when I was there. 

BARBARA: Who used to phone when they had sales. And she 
would tell us what was on sale. And back then, I 
don’t remember how many, but I can remember 
taking them… 

GWYNETH: So you delivered them? 

BARBARA: I delivered them, yeah. Put them together and 
delivered them.  

GWYNETH: Yeah, and when I did it, it had changed. I mean, 
I didn’t have to deliver them. I did some, you 
know to the Aboriginals in some of the 
hospitals, but otherwise, they picked up. 

BARBARA: I always took them. And then after layettes, I 
did Family Assistance. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: I think I did Family Assistance for at least two 
years. And back then, when we did Family 
Assistance, we got the calls from the social 
worker or from whoever. We went out and bought 
the groceries and took them to the people. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. 

BARBARA: We took them. I’ve taken kids to buy them boots 
and coats. Like, we did all that ourselves. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. Isn’t that interesting? 

BARBARA: Yeah. And also, I, because I got involved with 
an elderly lady who lived in a terrible little 
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suite in an old hotel, in room really downtown. 
Well, it wasn’t a suite, it was just a room. 

GWYNETH: Just a room, yeah. 

BARBARA: And I can still remember, she phoned me. Which 
of course, I think they don’t do anymore. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, they do. 

BARBARA: Because I got in touch with her through the 
social worker and I think I had given her my 
number because I was really worried about her. 
And once she was so hot in the summer, it was a 
really hot, hot time. And I remember going out 
and buying a fan and taking it to her. 

GWYNETH: Oh. 

BARBARA: But we could do that with Family Assistance, we 
could do that. 

GWYNETH: Did you have a max of what you could spend? 

BARBARA: I think we did. But I couldn’t tell you exactly 
what it was and I think even if we went over, we 
could get a special… 

GWYNETH: Sure, sure. 

BARBARA: You know, all you did was you went to the 
meeting every month and you gave the sob story. 

GWYNETH: [laughter] 

BARBARA: And they would say, well,yeah, okay. And 
sometimes I had already bought it and sometimes 
I hadn’t. 

GWYNETH: Is that right? 

BARBARA: But Family Assistance was really vital back 
then. 

GWYNETH: Yes, it is now, too, I have to tell you that. 
But our max is $500 in Family Assistance and 
then $500 and up in our Project Research. 

BARBARA: Mm hmm.  

GWYNETH: Yeah, and Project Research has to be 
investigated, a bit. We have to have an invoice. 
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BARBARA: Oh, we had to do that, too with Project 
Research. I never did Project Research.  I did 
layettes, and then I did… 

GWYNETH: Family Assistance. 

BARBARA: Family Assistance. I think I was always on some 
kind of committee, while I was an Active. 

GWYNETH: Oh, I’m sure. 

BARBARA: And I think after Family Assistance, I was 
Treasurer. And then I was Treasurer for at least 
two years. Gosh, I’m so glad I’m not Treasurer 
now, the way they do things. Like, it was all by 
hand. You had your little calculator where you 
added things and you did all the banking. 

GWYNETH: You had to be audited, though, so you had to be 
careful. 

BARBARA: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. But it certainly was a little 
different than it is today. But we counted the 
money after the sales.  

GWYNETH: Well, we still do that. 

BARBARA: I know you do, but we counted…. It was a little 
different.  

GWYNETH: Was it? Why? 

BARBARA: Well, it just seemed to me that it was… we tried 
to make….I guess maybe I’m thinking about the 
art sale. Which you don’t have anymore. Because 
everything was on consignment for it. 

GWYNETH: Oh. 

BARBARA: And we had to balance everything. In fact, I can 
still remember Jackie Falconer was Treasurer 
before me and she and I, I can still remember, 
spent a whole day one time trying to make sure 
all the… everything balanced. Oh, it was just a 
nightmare. 

GWYNETH: Oh, it would be. 

BARBARA: It was a nightmare. 

GWYNETH: Do you remember when, like when we had the craft 
and jams and jellies and baking. And that was my 
era.  
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BARBARA: Yeah. Well, we started that. 

GWYNETH: Because I remember a few of them. 

BARBARA: The first years, they had the art sale, it was 
at Heritage Park in the Wainwright Hotel.  

GWYNETH: Yes, yes. 

BARBARA: And that was when I was first involved with it. 
And then, one year, we had it at Hillhurst 
Sunnyside. 

GWYNETH: Did you? 

BARBARA: Which was sort of interesting because it, well 
now was that before we moved the Rummage Sale to 
Hillhurst Sunnyside.  When I first was involved 
with the Supersale, it was in the Kinsmen 
Centre, at Stampede Park, which is no longer 
there. 

GWYNETH: Oh? Oh? 

BARBARA: The first one I was ever involved in was there. 
And then we went to the Ag Building from the 
Kinsmen Centre.  

GWYNETH: Okay. 

BARBARA: And the Ag Building always smelled like horses. 

GWYNETH: [laughter] 

BARBARA: Or cows or whatever they had in there. But it 
was big. Like it was big. Lots of room. But, oh 
God, it was terrible. [laughter] But then the 
Supersale went to Hillhurst Sunnyside. But I 
know that the Art Sale was at Hillhurst 
Sunnyside. 

GWYNETH: Well, it was also at some church hall. Golly, 
your memory is better than mine on this. And it 
was actually so crowded, people could barely 
walk around. 

BARBARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: That’s when we went down to the Bow Valley 
Centre. 

BARBARA: Yes. 
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GWYNETH: And that was…people were not in favour of that 
because of the parking. 

BARBARA: I think it was at downtown, though, The first 
year, I was President, and it was downtown. And 
it seems to me Shirley Goodfellow was the 
convener because she was the one who got us 
going in there. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: I think and no, it was bad because of the 
parking and also because of people coming 
through, because of the plus fifteen. 

GWYNETH: Except we wanted them to come through but they 
didn’t stop. You know, they came, you’re right. 

BARBARA: I can’t remember the sequence of the art sale 
but the very first one, I ever was involved with 
was at Heritage Park. 

GWYNETH: So it was called an art sale? 

BARBARA: It was called the Artist Showcase. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, Artist Showcase but it had crafts as well. 

BARBARA: Yes, but it didn’t have any food at that time. 
There was no jams, jellies, food or anything. 
They introduced that later on and there were 
quite a few members that were against that 
because they thought it was making it into more 
of a bazaar, rather than a fancy affair. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. Not only that, then there were all these 
rules by the food and drug, so we had to stop 
it, too. 

BARBARA: Yeah. It moved around quite a bit. 

GWYNETH: It did. 

BARBARA: Then it moved to an office building downtown, 
too didn’t it? The last few years. 

GWYNETH: Well, the last two were the ones that I was in 
charge of and I worked to get it changed because 
people were saying to me, “We’re not coming next 
year. We can’t even walk around here.” 

BARBARA: Yes. 
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GWYNETH: And we got that for nothing. They gave it to us. 
And then, the older members didn’t like the fact 
that they had to find parking. 

BARBARA: Parking downtown was always a problem. 

GWYNETH: Oh, it still is. 

BARBARA: Oh, well, it’s worse now and it’s so expensive. 

GWYNETH: I was going to ask you, now – what years were 
you president? 

BARBARA: Well, I’m just trying to think. Was it ’87 – 
’88? 

GWYNETH: I can look it up. 

BARBARA: It was before the Olympics. Again, I was really 
involved with the Olympics. I mean, the Olympics 
couldn’t have happened without me, I don’t 
think. [laughter] In fact, that was why I quit 
work. I quit the Homecare because I had applied 
to be a volunteer for the Olympics. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

BARBARA: And I ended up being very involved with cross-
country skiing and a lot of other things. But I 
was president… well, you’ve got your…. 

GWYNETH: Oh, it was ’87. 

BARBARA: I think it was ’87. 1987 and Jackie was after me 
and Karen Olsen was ahead of me. Jackie Faulkner 
was the Vice-President, which was very handy 
because she was very helpful because I was 
trying to be involved with the Olympics and 
being President and she, quite often, would have 
a meeting, rather than have me to come home and 
have the meeting. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes? 

BARBARA: But one thing, that I did do, and one thing that 
we did back then, which is too bad they do it 
anymore.  When I was President, the pandas were 
here at the zoo. And they are coming again. 

GWYNETH: Uh huh. 

BARBARA: I organized a breakfast with the pandas for the 
Samaritan Club and it was very well subscribed 
too. In fact, they only allowed so many 
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families. I mean, you could bring your grandkids 
and whatever. And we had a breakfast with the 
pandas. 

GWYNETH: How nice. 

BARBARA: So we did do some more, sort of, fun things. And 
the other think I did, when I was President, and 
this was at the urging of several of the 
members. You know, I was involved and I 
organized a venue bus tour of the Olympic 
facilities. 

GWYNETH: Oh? 

BARBARA: Because I did venue tours for the Olympics, as 
well, as some of the other things I did. And we 
got a bus. I arranged it with the Olympic 
volunteer people.  We had a bus full of 
Samaritans and we took them to all of the 
venues. It was a full day trip. 

GWYNETH: Did you go out to Canmore? 

BARBARA: We went out to Canmore and out to Nakiska and, 
in fact… of course, we used to take tours to 
Canada Olympic Park, too, and of course, the 
bobsled was always running. And so, one of my 
Olympic friends and I decided that we were 
taking people to the bobsled, and we’re showing 
them what happens, so we better try it. And for 
$100 you could get a bobsled ride from the top 
to the bottom with the bobsled team. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: They were raising money, so we each paid $100 
dollars and  

GWYNETH: [Laughter] went down, did you? 

BARBARA: 59.4 seconds. And I don’t think I breathed. I 
held my breath the whole time. 

GWYNETH: Oh, that’s exciting.  Good for you. 

BARBARA: But anyway, we did a venue tour for the members. 

GWYNETH: Yes 

BARBARA: And I think the busses, they were the big sized 
busses.  I think they held about 52 people and 
it was certainly over-subscribed. I mean, we 
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could have more people in it. It was, sort of, a 
fun day. 

GWYNETH: Oh, I bet it was. 

BARBARA: So, we did, sort of, little fun things. I mean, 
I think the whole membership has changed since 
then. I think more members are so busy in their 
lives, that they don’t care about doing stuff 
like that. I don’t know. 

GWYNETH: Well, I think people travel so much. You know, 
we find that a lot of people are running their 
meetings with their IPad. You know? I shouldn’t 
say a lot. 

BARBARA: They have so much going on in their lives.  And 
back then, I think it was, maybe, a little 
easier time to stop and have a little fun. 

GWYNETH: Well, you know our bridge was originally that. 
And our golf is that. And those are the fun 
things for members. Now what they’ve maybe, kind 
of, turned into, are fund raisers. 

BARBARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: That isn’t how they started. 

BARBARA: No, that’s right. 

GWYNETH: And so we’re finding that we may have to, next 
year, have some changes made. 

BARBARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: Carstairs [Golf Club] treats us as a charity and 
they give us a break on the price. And the 
Winter Club do a very nice job. And they’ve been 
well attended.  

BARBARA: Yeah. 

GWYNETH: But I think they’ve kind of run their course. 

BARBARA: I unfortunately can’t go to the bridge this 
year. It’s the first time I’ve missed it. But, 
that was just my daughter on the phone. She and 
I are going to Christmas in November at the 
Jasper Park Lodge. 

GWYNETH: Oh, I hear that is lovely. My neighbours did 
that. Do you know Bob Kerr? Bob and Arlene Kerr? 
Bob just died. 
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BARBARA: No, I don’t. 

GWYNETH: They did that last year and they loved it. 

BARBARA: Well, my daughter’s in Edmonton and I’m in 
Calgary and of course, my family, it’s a whole 
different dynamic now that my son’s gone. And we 
just thought we should do something. And I said, 
“Have you ever thought about going to Christmas 
in Jasper?” I mean, for me, it doesn’t matter 
because I don’t entertain that much anymore. And 
I’m not into fancy…but she is. And she’s going 
on the bus from Edmonton from the Mac and I’m 
going on the bus from the Palliser. We’re going 
to meet there. 

GWYNETH: You’ll have a great time. 

BARBARA: And it goes on the 7th so that’s the day of the 
bridge. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes, it is. 

BARBARA: I think they used to have bridge on the 
Thursdays, didn’t they? 

GWYNETH: Well, we had it in October, too, but then the 
Winter Club couldn’t do it this year. And that’s 
what I said, “Am I giving my people the wrong 
information?” But no, it is on the Friday, this 
year. 

BARBARA: Yes, it’s on the Friday and so anyway, I did 
phone Cynthia and leave a message for her that I 
wouldn’t be there because I’ve gone every year 
and I’ve always enjoyed it.  I feel badly about 
that. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, and you know, I’ve always had four tables 
of friends that go, and you know, this year, I 
only have two.  But I’m not going to be there 
and I feel really badly but I fly off on Monday 
to Africa. 

BARBARA: Do you? 

GWYNETH: Yeah, I do. 

BARBARA: Are you going on a tour? 

GWYNETH: Yeah, I am. 

BARBARA: Isn’t that wonderful. 
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GWYNETH: Anyway. 

BARBARA: I was there about ten years ago and I had a 
great time. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, and I haven’t talked to anyone who didn’t 
think it was great. Anyway, it says – Tell us 
about some of the members of the club. 

BARBARA: Some of the members of the club? Well, you know, 
it’s funny. I probably shouldn’t say this out 
loud, but when I first joined the Samaritan 
Club, I really did feel like an outsider because 
I felt it was old Calgary. And they were an 
elitist group and in fact, I’m being recorded 
saying this.  The first meeting I went to, I can 
still remember, it was at Barbara Robb’s house. 
And she’s long since deceased. And she was the 
President, I believe. They were all in ultra-
suede suits.  

GWYNETH: Oh, is that right? 

BARBARA: And I was never, sort of, a joiner. Like I 
didn’t, we didn’t belong to clubs or anything 
and I felt –what am I doing here? 

GWYNETH: Isn’t that interesting? 

BARBARA: And yet, they’re nice people. Just like 
everybody else is, but you know, I really felt 
intimidated.  

GWYNETH: And you know, that’s a very good point. Because 
you know, that’s why I quit Junior League.  I 
was in Junior League and I just felt that I was 
in the wrong group of people. 

BARBARA: The wrong social atmosphere for me because I, 
not that I don’t like to go to private clubs but 
it bugs me when somebody says, “Well, let’s meet 
at the Club.” And I’m thinking,”okay”. 

GWYNETH: It’s just not your thing. 

BARBARA: It’s just not my thing. I really did feel …, but 
I think the Samaritan club has changed a lot 
since then. I don’t think it’s really so 
cliquey.  

GWYNETH: It’s more casual now. 
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BARBARA: It was cliquey back then. You know, and it was 
inner city, high profile people who most of them 
belonged to the Country Club. 

GWYNETH: Oh? Was that right? 

BARBARA: And Mount Royal types. In that area. I was a bit 
of an outsider. 

GWYNETH: You would feel that way. 

BARBARA: I felt and yet I felt well, I guess I probably 
didn’t develop any real social contacts with the 
members. Everybody was friendly and I enjoyed 
the meetings but they didn’t become my…  

GWYNETH: Buddies? 

BARBARA: Friends. I mean the ones who were my friends 
were my friends before. So I can’t say that I 
made friends in the Samaritan Club. 

GWYNETH: That’s too bad. 

BARBARA: Well I wasn’t there to make friends. 

GWYNETH: No, I know, but that’s part of being in a club. 

BARBARA: I had a busy life,otherwise. I had gone back to 
work and as I say, I was involved with the 
Olympics. 

GWYNETH: But, however, the one thing they did realize was 
your potential to enrich the club. 

BARBARA: I got along with everyone. I mean, I enjoyed the 
meetings.  Still, I run into people that, you 
know, we were on the Executive together. We’re 
friendly and whatever but…  

GWYNETH: Acquaintances. 

BARBARA: But I did my… I guess one of the other problems 
was that I was a widow and most of them had 
husbands. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. 

BARBARA: Well, widows are sort of outcasts of this world. 

GWYNETH: Well, they’re a different breed. I’m beginning 
to find that. 
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BARBARA: Well, certainly, at my age, I found I had lots 
of friends that I could have lunch with but to 
be invited to a dinner party was another thing. 
Totally. 

GWYNETH: Well, I do say, my old neighbours have been 
really good. 

BARBARA: Yeah, but you’ve been here and you knew them. 
Like you see, I didn’t really know that many 
people and so I was sort of, a bit of an 
outcast, anyway. 

GWYNETH: What do we do with this girl? Well, that’s very 
interesting. 

BARBARA: But that’s just my honest feeling. I still 
remember walking into that meeting, and thinking 
“Oh, God. I don’t have an ultra-suede suit. What 
am I going to do?” 

 
 

GWYNETH: Yeah, yeah. And I’m not saying that doesn’t 
still happen. I’ve interviewed our new members 
to find that out.  Anyway, we shouldn’t talk 
about that.  

BARBARA: Yes, yes. 

GWYNETH: What about the Supersale? 

BARBARA: Supersales.  I started in my first Supersale. I 
was in Housewares. 

GWYNETH: Oh? You poor girl. 
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BARBARA: It was at the Kinsmen Center. And God, it was 
crazy. 

GWYNETH: I’ll bet it was. 

BARBARA: I remember I sold my daughter an old push lawn 
mower because she had just moved into a little 
house by the old Holy Cross Hospital and she 
needed a lawn mower. And back then, they wanted 
to move you around from one department to 
another. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

BARBARA: They didn’t like to keep you in the same 
department because they thought you should get 
to know what’s going on. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

BARBARA: And then I went to, the next department I went 
to after that was Sporting Goods, like jeans and 
tee-shirts and stuff.  

GWYNETH: Oh, Ladies Sports Wear? 

BARBARA: Yes. And again. We used to go all day Thursday 
and all day Friday to mark and then the sale was 
on Saturday. 

GWYNETH: Say that again. 

BARBARA: All day Thursday and all day Friday and then the 
sale was Saturday. And they marked everything 
individually. And I still remember, and I don’t 
know if they do it now, but I was so frustrated 
with these little tee-shirts, having to put 
prices on them. And I said, “Look, we’re divide 
them into – and I wasn’t even the head of the 
department- that’s my problem [laughter]  

GWYNETH: You’re a leader. You’re a born leader. 

BARBARA: I said, “We’ll divide them into three groups, 
and we’ll put colours on them.”  Yellow, green 
and red.  These ones are ten dollars, No, I mean 
probably five dollars, two and one” But we were 
going to have three colours and so we just got 
coloured things and stuck them on.   

GWYNETH: And that was like a revelation.  
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BARBARA: And I don’t know if they still do it or not, but 
for a long time, that was one of my claims to 
fame, that I developed the colours. 

GWYNETH: The colour coding. Oh, isn’t that something.  
But then on Saturday, the sale day, how long did 
the sale go on. 

BARBARA: Nine to one, I think. 

GWYNETH: Nine to one. 

GWYNETH: Or 9:30 to 1:30.  It was only about four hours, 
anyway. 

GWYNETH: That’s because there’s been lots of discussion 
about whether we should hold the sale longer. 
But you know, you don’t get out until about 
three anyway. 

BARBARA: No, and the thing is, by the time, you’re 
finished at one, everybody that comes to our 
sale has bought what they want anyway. 

GWYNETH: That’s true. 

BARBARA: I think if you hang around any longer… and the 
big problem is getting rid of the stuff that you 
don’t sell.  

GWYNETH: And how did you go about doing that? 

BARBARA: Well, we contacted the different agencies. And 
they were pretty good to come back in those 
days. 

GWYNETH: On the Saturdays? 

BARBARA: Mind you, I never did run the Supersale. I 
worked at them.  I think that I’ve worked at 
every Supersale except when I’ve been out of 
town. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. 

BARBARA: Which didn’t happen very often. 

GWYNETH: No.  

BARBARA: What did I do after that? And then, that was 
when we were in the Kinsmen Centre. And then we 
when we went to Hillhurst Sunnyside, for a while 
I was in Jeans. 
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GWYNETH: Oh, yes? 

BARBARA: It was an easy department. I sort of liked it. 
And then I was invited to join Objects D’Art by 
Pearl. 

GWYNETH: Oh, invited by Pearl? 

BARBARA: You had to be invited to be one…. I mean, you 
had arrived when you were invited. [laughter] 
Actually when I say I didn’t make many friends, 
I still go to see Pearl once in a while. 

GWYNETH: Oh, bless your heart. And how is Pearl? 

BARBARA: Well, she broke her leg.  Don, her caregiver, 
came to the sale. And he was telling us.  I 
haven’t seen her since.  Her birthday was in 
May. And she was 96 because she’s ten and a half 
years older than me. I’m going to 86 next month. 

GWYNETH: Oh, are you? 

BARBARA: She was 96 and still, her brain is still pretty 
good.  

GWYNETH: Is it really? Isn’t that something? And she was 
always dressed to the nines.  

BARBARA: And she had this thing, I don’t know if you 
remember Artist Showcase when Pearl ran it? 

GWYNETH: When Pearl ran it? No.  

BARBARA: Yeah, we all baked something.  We had our little 
table with food on it and she would bring food. 
And I started to make these stupid orange date 
muffins. Well, it wasn’t a Supersale unless I 
brought orange date muffins. But, anyway, I’m 
still in Artist Showcase.  I’ve been there now. 
Once you got to invited to be in Objects D’Art, 
once you got invited to be there, that’s where 
you are. 

GWYNETH: That was the ultimate. 

BARBARA: That’s where you are. So I’m still there and I 
still work at it. 

GWYNETH: So, you’ve been there a lot of years, then? 

BARBARA: I’m just trying to think how many years now. But 
certainly, Pearl ran it well, when she ran it.  
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GWYNETH: She was also a leader, Pearl. 

BARBARA: Oh, yes.  

GWYNETH: I say also, because you definitely are.  

BARBARA: We had actually had…. we honoured Pearl for her 
50th anniversary of membership in the Samaritan 
Club.  I had a luncheon here for Past 
Presidents. It was hard to decide who to invite 
and so we decided we would only invite Past 
Presidents. 

GWYNETH: Yes, and when she had fifty years. 

BARBARA: That was her fifty years as an Active Member of 
the Samaritan Club. And that would have been in 
what year?  

GWYNETH: I was going to say, be careful, because I wasn’t 
invited. [laughter] 

BARBARA: I’m just trying to think when it was. Anyway, 
that was pretty important. And she didn’t want a 
fuss. She didn’t want a fuss.  

GWYNETH: She didn’t, no. 

BARBARA: And Simone, what was Simone’s last name. Simone 
was still alive. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes. 

BARBARA: She was president, too. 

GWYNETH: I’ll have to get the book out, eh? 

BARBARA: Simone Coté. 

GWYNETH: Yes, Simone Coté. 

BARBARA: Simone Coté and Bev Fairbanks and I did it. 

GWYNETH: Okay. 

BARBARA: And we decided, you see, Bev works in Objects 
D’Art, too. And so we were the ones who decided 
that we had to do something for Pearl. And so, 
then, I’m the one who convinced Pearl that we 
were just going to have a few people for lunch. 

GWYNETH: And she was okay with that. 

BARBARA: Yeah. And then we had it here. 
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GWYNETH: And I’ll bet she loved it. 

BARBARA: It was in, about the end of October, I think, 
was her anniversary of fifty years and… 

GWYNETH: You mean, this October? 

BARBARA: No, the October was the month. It would have 
been about ten years ago, at least.  A little 
more than that even.  Time flies. Anyway, we did 
that. It was a lot of fun and it was again 
social. But it only just included Past 
Presidents. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, yeah, we had to narrow it down. 

BARBARA: Yes, I mean, if you are going to have it in a 
house, otherwise you’d have to rent a hall. 

GWYNETH: Right. And I think the AGM’s are nice because 
the older Past Presidents usually sit at a 
table. 

BARBARA: Yes, it’s getting so we can do. In fact, it’s 
getting really funny because this last one, we 
decided in April, because I work with Tina Van 
Helden and Lucille Dundas, and they’re both Past 
Presidents and neither one of them wanted to go 
to the Annual General Meeting because the 
friends that they normally went with, weren’t 
there anymore. And we decided, I said in April, 
“Well, look I’ll make the reservation, I’ll go 
early and get us a place to sit and we’ll sit 
together.” 

GWYNETH: Oh. 

BARBARA: So, and I think it’s a good thing to do… 

GWYNETH: Oh, I do, too. 

BARBARA: Because Tina wouldn’t have come otherwise. 

GWYNETH: I’m interviewing Tina tomorrow.  How is she 
doing? 

BARBARA: Oh, she has a lot of problems. She has back 
problems. 

GWYNETH: She just said to me, “I hope my memory is good 
the day you come.” So I gather…. 

BARBARA: I think her memory is pretty good. And she was 
President, it wasn’t the year I joined. I think 
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it was the year after I joined.  Who was 
President? I think Jean Tye was President the 
year I joined. I don’t know. Long time ago. 

GWYNETH: And what did you enjoy especially about the 
club?  

BARBARA: Well, I always enjoyed making money for them. 
And I really enjoyed Family Assistance. It gave 
me a real insight into what’s going on in the 
city. And I think you understand that there a 
lot of people who are suffering. And you want to 
try to do what you can for them.  I think it 
makes you feel like you’re doing something 
worthwhile. 

GWYNETH: Yes, I think that’s right. Did Layettes make you 
feel that way, too? 

BARBARA: Not so much. Because you didn’t ever see the 
parents. You just saw the social workers or the 
nurses. 

GWYNETH: That is true. 

BARBARA: You didn’t really have any involvement with the 
families. 

GWYNETH: The clients, or whatever they’re called now. 

BARBARA: Well, I did, actually I did have an involvement 
with one of the clients which was a long sad 
story.  Do you need a long sad story? 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

BARBARA: It was when I was doing Family Assistance, 
actually. I got this call about this lady from 
Libya? Nigeria. 

GWYNETH: Have we stopped recording. No, 55 minutes. 

BARBARA: Have I been talking for 55 minutes? She was from 
– which is on the west coast of Africa. Nigeria? 

GWYNETH: Yes, Nigeria. And Liberia. 

BARBARA: I think it was Nigeria, she was from. And she 
was married to an African, too, from Nigeria, 
and he had come to Calgary on a student visa. He 
was going to the university. And when they had 
come, they didn’t have any children. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 
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BARBARA: And they had a little boy and then they had a 
little girl, about a year and a half later. And 
in the meantime, he, in the summer between 
university sessions, he got a job and worked 
illegally. And so, he was on the run from the 
government. And he disappeared and they don’t 
know where he went. And she was alone in this 
basement suite with a brand new baby. I think 
the baby was about six weeks old and this little 
boy. And she didn’t have any money and the 
social worker contacted me. And again, that’s in 
days when we went to see them. And this poor 
gal, I just really felt so sorry for her. I 
bought her groceries and I got things for the 
baby, and whatever. And then eventually got 
involved with the Immigration people.  

GWYNETH: Oh, yes. 

BARBARA: Trying to figure what we could do for her. And 
they said… Very nice people, actually. I really 
had a good experience with Immigration.  I took 
her to a couple of hearings, I drove her and 
took and looked after the children. And they 
took me aside and said, “You know, the kindest 
thing we can do for her is send her back to her 
family.” 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes. 

BARBARA: But she didn’t want to go back, because it was a 
disgrace to go back without a husband and with 
children. Anyway, one thing that she was 
determined to do was to get Canadian passports 
for her children because they were both born 
here. And so I did all that for her. 

GWYNETH: Oh? 

BARBARA: I got the Canadian passports. And then, I drove 
her to the airport the day they deported her. 
And I felt so bad. And I gave her a couple of 
suitcases so she could pack. And it was 
terrible. It was heartbreaking. And yet, I mean, 
I couldn’t take her in. 

GWYNETH: No, you couldn’t. 

BARBARA: And what are we going to do?  

GWYNETH: And the club couldn’t support her for ever. 

BARBARA: Oh, no. It was a terrible situation. And you 
know, the funny thing is… Gosh, the little boy 
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would have been about two when they left, maybe 
not quite two. And when he would have been about 
eighteen, which was sixteen years later, I got a 
letter from her, addressed here. 

GWYNETH: No kidding? 

BARBARA: And she just wondered how I was and how things 
were. And I made a decision not to answer it 
because I felt that she was looking for some 
place for her son to come because he was a 
Canadian. She had probably kept up his Canadian 
passport. And this was all this time later. I’ve 
often felt, sort of, guilty about that. 

GWYNETH: I’m sure you did. 

BARBARA: But, on the other hand, I thought, you know, I 
don’t think it would be a good idea to let 
myself get involved. 

GWYNETH: And it would be very involved. 

BARBARA: Well, yeah. And I’m sure, I mean, she didn’t 
say, but I thought, well, why in heck is she 
writing me and then I figured out, well, he’s 
probably an age where he’d want…  

GWYNETH: To come to Canada, to university, just like her 
husband… 

BARBARA: And he needed a sponsor maybe and maybe he’s a 
really good kid. I don’t know. 

GWYNETH: He probably is. 

BARBARA: I just felt, well, I’m not the person to do 
this. 

GWYNETH: And I’m sure you wrestled with your conscience. 

BARBARA: Well, yeah. I still think about it. And that’s 
quite a few years now, but that happened. 

GWYNETH: But you have to think about where you are at, 
too, in your life journey. 

BARBARA: Oh, yeah. And I’m still living alone and you 
don’t want to be…. 

GWYNETH: No, you don’t. You have to be careful. Although 
you did everything you could for her and that’s 
why she remembered you. 
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BARBARA: Well, yeah. I probably went above and beyond and 
a lot of the things I did for her, I did on my 
own. I mean, it wasn’t because of the club. 

GWYNETH: You did it because you have a good heart. 

BARBARA: But it’s funny. I’m like that. I can get 
involved and then I think – oh, gosh, I’ve gone 
over my head. 

GWYNETH: Tell me, what do you think about the present and 
the future of the club? What would you like 
Calgarians to know about the Samaritan Club?  

BARBARA: Well, I guess they don’t know much about it, do 
they? Nobody knows who we are. 

GWYNETH: They call us the Good Samaritans or the 
Samaritan’s Purse. 

BARBARA: Yeah, yeah, which I think is too bad. 

GWYNETH: It is, but I think after 110 years, why don’t 
Calgarians know a little more about us? 

BARBARA: I don’t know. 

GWYNETH: We just do good things, very quietly, don’t we? 

BARBARA: I think that’s the whole story. That’s what 
happens. Nobody really knows – we don’t blow our 
own horn, or anything. 

GWYNETH: We don’t.  

BARBARA: But I don’t know how you go about doing it. 

GWYNETH: I don’t know either because, you know, other 
clubs are high profile and when we do good 
things, we just do them. 

BARBARA: Yeah. 

GWYNETH: And so maybe that’s our strength. I don’t know. 

BARBARA: Well, you don’t want to spend money on 
advertising. That’s the last thing you want to 
do. 

GWYNETH: No, that’s right. 

BARBARA: And… 
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GWYNETH: But recognition, in some way, would be nice. You 
know, when you consider we’ve been going 110 
years. It’s kind of interesting, or more now, 
that people just don’t know who we are. 

BARBARA: Does anybody in the club have any association 
with any of the political parties? 

GWYNETH: Oh? 

BARBARA: Or even the, not so much provincial, but even 
local, the mayor or the alderman or anybody like 
that. 

GWYNETH: Well, you know, I’d be sure that there are some 
who do but I don’t know. I don’t know. That’s a 
good question. 

BARBARA: Make an appointment to interview the mayor. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: And tell him. He’s probably not interested. 

GWYNETH: You know, I think this one might be. But we did 
have Rick McIvor come out at our 100th when we 
gave the van to Meals on Wheels. 

BARBARA: That’s right. 

GWYNETH: And that was, Joan Warke was very instrumental 
in that. That was a bit of coverage. But I think 
it’s not frequent enough. You know it doesn’t 
get reinforced. 

BARBARA: Yeah. I don’t know the first thing about 
publicity, so I guess you’d have to have 
somebody who maybe… 

GWYNETH: Is knowledgeable about it. We do have a web page 
now, but then, lots of people don’t have a 
computer to go on a web page. 

BARBARA: Well, that’s right. Especially older people. 

GWYNETH: That’s right. 

BARBARA: You know, I finally got forced into getting one. 

GWYNETH: Did you? Oh, darn. 

BARBARA: Yeah. [laugher] Well, it’s nice, especially with 
grandchildren all over the world, it’s nice to. 
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I just had an email this morning from my 
grandson who just arrived in Bangkok. 

GWYNETH: Oh? 

BARBARA: He’s travelling in Asia. This is my son’s 
youngest. And he’s decided that he doesn’t want 
to settle down, right now. He’s still…he took 
his dad’s death pretty hard. And so he’s just 
decided that he’d save some money and he was 
going to go travelling. 

GWYNETH: Good for him. My granddaughter is doing the 
same. You know, a 90% average sort of student, 
but that’s what she’s going to do. Because she 
doesn’t know what she wants to do. 

BARBARA: Yeah, so why not? 

GWYNETH: Yeah, why not. Now can you Skype him? 

BARBARA: Well, he uses text only. He doesn’t… and I have 
Skype but I’m not very good at it. 

GWYNETH: No. Me either. I haven’t even downloaded it. 

BARBARA: Well, you have to know when they’re going to be 
there, to do it. You have to make an 
appointment. 

GWYNETH: And that’s the other tricky part. 

BARBARA: I have Skyped my grandson who lives in Beijing.  

GWYNETH: And he’s in a certain spot. I know, I don’t know 
what we’re supposed to do about… 

BARBARA: I don’t know, and yet it’s too bad and yet, do 
we really need the publicity? 

GWYNETH: Good question. 

BARBARA: Do we want to be…? I mean, we’re going about 
doing our good work. We’re not going to do any 
more good work if we have publicity. 

GWYNETH: No. 

BARBARA: We might just get more requests for things that 
we don’t have the money for. So, we don’t have 
any trouble spending the money. 

GWYNETH: Oh, gosh, no. We don’t. 
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BARBARA: So… 

GWYNETH: Our budget went up this year, because of that. 

BARBARA: Yeah, the only thing about that would be just so 
that people would know what we’re doing. Here we 
are, we’re doing all this. But we’re doing it, 
anyway. 

GWYNETH: Maybe if we, you know, there was someone that 
was interested in interviewing about our club 
and just doing a little blurb…. 

BARBARA: In the Swerve, maybe. 

GWYNETH: They did have something in Swerve. Was that for 
the sale, I guess. They did put it in there, 
this year. Yeah, well, you’re right. Maybe we 
don’t need it. 

BARBARA: I don’t know. We sort of feel, well, here we are 
doing all this and raising all of this money. 
And people say, “Well, who are you?” Well, does 
it really matter, as long as we are doing the 
things that we are mandated to do. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

BARBARA: And I hope that it carries on. Like, I would 
hate to see the club…. 

GWYNETH: I don’t think it will. I think it will carry on. 
Maybe in a little different form, but I think it 
will. 

BARBARA: But I think, like I’ve been very impressed with 
the calibre of the Executive that we have now. I 
mean, people are a lot smarter than we were. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, they are. I mean, that’s true. 

BARBARA: I think so. I think you’re getting people into 
the club, now, who have a really good knowledge 
of finance and management. Whereas, we were 
basically, I would say, semi-social. 

GWYNETH: Yes, the focus has changed a bit from that, I 
will say that. And I think sometimes when new 
members come in, they’re keen to do something. 
Like, we had a couple come to a meeting and they 
voiced their opinions quite strongly and there 
was another who came in and she was keen. You 
know, sometimes, it’s resented, because they’re 
not active yet. They “just” Working Associates. 
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So you know, we have to be careful, that we, 
kind of, nourish our new members, you know. 

BARBARA: Is it hard to get people to go from Working 
Associates to Active? 

GWYNETH: No, there are some who seem to desire to be 
Active. They want to know what the club is 
doing. And that’s where you learn it. 

BARBARA: Yeah. 

GWYNETH: I don’t think so, although we only have 25 
Actives, but that’s a good manageable number. 

BARBARA: Well, 25 is a good number, I think because when 
we had 35, some of the members didn’t have a 
responsibility. 

GWYNETH: Well, this is the thing. But we’re trying to get 
two people, like a leader and a helper, and so 
then, if the leader goes away, then the helper 
is there. 

BARBARA: And then the helper is there. 

GWYNETH: And some are also like a little mini-committee 
within the…. Yeah, yeah and that’s seem to quite 
work quite well.  Anyways, are there any other 
changes you would like to see? 

BARBARA: Well, I just would hate to see it die. I mean, 
it certainly has changed a lot in the last 40 
years, well the last 37 years, I guess, since 
I’ve been a member. But I think that I’m really 
impressed with the amount of money that’s made 
and how it is distributed.  

GWYNETH: Good. 

BARBARA: And I think there is a lot of good people who 
give a lot of thought to it.  And of course, the 
other thing is, I am a real fan of casinos. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

BARBARA: And in fact, I was President the year we 
introduced casinos. 

GWYNETH: Okay. 

BARBARA: And it was a tricky business. Because back then, 
particularly, we had a lot of members who didn’t 
believe in gambling. 
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GWYNETH: Oh, yeah. We have some still. 

BARBARA: And I can still remember putting out a 
questionnaire at the annual meeting.  “Please 
answer, would you be willing to work at a casino 
if we had one.” And this was just when we were 
losing… Pearl Florendine raised a lot of money 
for us with selling lottery tickets. Do you 
remember that, do you? 

GWYNETH: Yes, I do. 

BARBARA: Because I sold lottery tickets for her the first 
couple of years. That’s how I met Pearl, really. 

GWYNETH: Oh, is that right? 

BARBARA: I went down to the Bay and sat at the table and 
sold lottery tickets back before it became a 
business. And we actually, one year, we bought 
the train at Heritage Park, the engine.   

GWYNETH: Yes, yes, I remember. 

BARBARA: I have a picture somewhere of it. I’ve got an 
Engineer’s cap. 

GWYNETH: Oh, have you.  Do you have a picture of that? 
That would be wonderful. 

BARBARA: No, I don’t think I have. 

GWYNETH: Oh. Have you any old pictures, though? 

BARBARA: No. I haven’t kept any. I’m not a picture taker. 
I’m not like Bob was. 

GWYNETH: Well, I’ll take your picture. 

BARBARA: But at any rate, when we were losing the income 
from…. We used to have a lot of money. That’s 
why we built parks and did things, because we 
had all this money we had to spend, back when we 
sold lottery tickets because we made a lot of 
money selling lottery tickets.  

GWYNETH: And you did the little park at the Stampede. 

BARBARA: Yeah, we did that. We did something at the 
Children’s Hospital. We did a lot of things. But 
the big thing was the train and also the bell at 
Heritage Park. 

GWYNETH: That’s true. 
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BARBARA: But, I can remember thinking, “Well, we’ve got 
to get into the next phase of making money, so 
let’s see if we can do casinos,” when they were 
just making casinos available for organizations. 

GWYNETH: Yes, for charities. 

BARBARA: And we sent out this questionnaire at the annual 
meeting, “would you be willing to?” And 50% of 
the members said yes and 50% said no. 

GWYNETH: Really, that many? 

BARBARA: So, we decided that, well, all we needed were 35 
people for two days.  

GWYNETH: Yes. 

BARBARA: So, let’s do it. So Jackie Faulkner and I 
organized the very first casino. 

GWYNETH: Did you really? 

BARBARA: At the Cash Casino. And that would have been 
probably in ’87 or ’88, something like that. And 
I was the general manager. And I’d never even 
been in a casino.  

GWYNETH: [laugher] Barb, you are … oh, good for you. 

BARBARA: But, they were great people. They helped us. 
They were great people to work with. But, you 
know, it was a lot more difficult back then 
because everything was done manually. 

GWYNETH: Manually, yes. 

BARBARA: And we’ve still been doing casinos. And I think 
they should continue. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes. Every 18 months. 

BARBARA: And I think it’s really neat now that the rules 
have changed to the point that you can get other 
people to help. Because we used to have to have 
members. 

GWYNETH: Yes, and we tried really hard, but we get the 
men’s old-timers hockey team that one year and 
they did it for a few and that was good. 

BARBARA: Yes  
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GWYNETH: But you know, the casinos really are one of our 
biggest fund raisers. 

BARBARA: Well, sure they are. And I think I’ve worked at 
every casino we’ve had and it’s really funny 
because the last one we had, Julie Corbet, who 
is…. She came into the club because of me. She’s 
a good friend of my daughter. They were nursing 
class mates. 

GWYNETH: Oh yes? 

BARBARA: And I got them in at the same time. And then, of 
course, my daughter’s no longer here but Julie 
has hung on. Anyway, I was the banker at the 
last one and so I’ve always said to her, “Well, 
look, I don’t mind working the late shift” I 
mean, I’m not nervous coming home at night and, 
I mean, I’ve been alone for so long that it’s 
not a big deal. Well, this little old lady, 
they’re so worried about me, so she were going 
to pick me up and take me home. And I said, “No, 
for heaven’s sake, forget it.” But that’s what I 
do. I usually work the late shift. 

GWYNETH: Lloyd and I did that at the casinos. We counted 
money. And then we realized that it was like 
four in the morning when we were going home.  
And I continued it once after that, but I 
didn’t… 

BARBARA: Well, the count room is even later than that… 
but, I think that I’ve probably worked at every 
casino. 

GWYNETH: Good for you. Well, Julie’s been there for 
almost 15 years. 

BARBARA: Well, she knows me and it’s easier to organize 
now. Back when we were doing it, we didn’t have 
a clue. [laughter] 

GWYNETH: No, and probably the people who were with you 
didn’t know what to do either. 

BARBARA: Well, of course, back then, it wasn’t the way it 
is now, where it’s all divided.  

GWYNETH: Mm hmm.  

BARBARA: You had to decide whether or not you wanted to 
buy insurance. And you only got the receipts 
from the casino you worked at.  
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GWYNETH: Okay, oh, that’s right. 

BARBARA: And one year we didn’t make any money. 

GWYNETH: I remember. 

BARBARA: There was one year, we didn’t make any money at 
all. 

GWYNETH: We were working at that one. And then they 
started… 

BARBARA: Pooling. And now it’s way fairer. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, it is. 

BARBARA: The government has been a lot better about it.  

GWYNETH: Yeah, yeah, I know that was bad news. It was. 
[laughter] Is there anything else you want to 
talk about? 

BARBARA: I don’t know. I’ve just been rambling on. 

GWYNETH: But it’s been very interesting.  

BARBARA: I don’t know. It’s certainly been worthwhile for 
me and I’ve never been sorry that I’ve joined. 
And again, I guess I can’t say that I’ve made a 
lot of good friends through the Samaritan Club, 
but I’ve made a lot of friends. I mean, people 
that I know. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

BARBARA: And I’ve always been on good terms with them. 
And I’ve had my own life, otherwise. So, I’ve 
never been looking for a lot of companionship, 
so I’ve…. I guess I’m not what you would call a 
social person. I’m not somebody who’s always 
wanting to entertain or have people in, or 
anything like that. 

GWYNETH: You’re a doer. You are. You’re a leader. 

BARBARA: Well, I don’t know about that. Right now, I’m 
not much of anything. 

GWYNETH: But you’re an idea lady and then you get busy 
and do it. Wonderful. Wonderful to hear your 
stories. 
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BARBARA: But I don’t know, I just… it certainly has been 
good for me.  I mean, it came at a good time in 
my life. 

GWYNETH: Yes, yes. 

BARBARA: And certainly, at that time, I wasn’t all that 
old. I thought I was old, but I guess I wasn’t 
all that old. 

GWYNETH: No. 

BARBARA: You know. All of a sudden, your life changes and 
you think it’s over. 

GWYNETH: Yes, but then you pick up the threads. 

BARBARA: But it’s really not. It’s been good for me.  I 
stayed. You know, I still work at every sale I 
can. 

GWYNETH: I think you’re marvelous. 

BARBARA: The big problem that I have right now is that I 
have a lot of trouble standing on my feet for 
too long. 

GWYNETH: And bending over those tables. I think of how 
hard that for me, bending over is.  

BARBARA: Well last year, they’ve given me the job of 
cashier on sale day, which is a good thing. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, it is. 

BARBARA: Because I go and sort on Thursday night and 
Friday, but just as long as I can. And then 
Saturday, I cashier. 

GWYNETH: Good for you. 

BARBARA: Tina and I.  It used to Alice Love, but then she 
had to back out of it, so that was just at the 
time where I really needed to be sitting down. 

GWYNETH: Yes, it worked well. And I know when I was in 
charge of the drapery department. Oh, I can’t 
think of that lady’s name. She was wonderful and 
we thought, you know, she’s eighty-three, so we 
gave her the job. She liked to be spelled off, 
too. She couldn’t sit for that long, but she was 
great. Isn’t that something, I can’t think of 
her name. She was so nice. I liked her so. 
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BARBARA: Yeah 

GWYNETH: Yes, thank you, Barb.  

BARBARA: Well, I don’t know if that was any use to you, 
at all, but whatever. 

GWYNETH: It will be. It goes to a transcriber. She’ll 
take my notes off.  

BARBARA: And then cancel anything I said about ultra-
suede suits. [laughter] 

GWYNETH: I’ll tell her. 

[Break in recording] 

BARBARA: Gifts - I decided it was stupid to spend all 
this money buying vases or dishes or whatever 
for people and that we should have something 
that was the same every year. And so I found a 
local artisan, I guess you would call her, who 
helped me design the pin. 

GWYNETH: All right. 

BARBARA: And she did it for quite a few years for the 
club. The first year that we gave it to the 
Past-President or to the retiring President, I 
also asked her if she would be willing to do 
more for any of the Past-Presidents who would 
like one. And so then I sent a letter to all the 
Past-Presidents and told them how much it would 
cost and if they would like one, we would have 
one made. 

GWYNETH: Yes, and did some of them want them. 

BARBARA: I think we got about 15. 

GWYNETH: Yes, yes. 

BARBARA: We got quite a few. 

GWYNETH: Well, and you know, you saw mine. And I thought 
it was disgusting compared with yours. 

BARBARA: Yeah. 

GWYNETH: You know, mine wasn’t even all sterling. It’s 
kind of, I don’t know, it’s very blah. 

BARBARA: It’s too bad. I don’t know who does them now. 
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GWYNETH: Well, it was some fellow. Joan Warke lived close 
to him and he had a jewelry store up on Bow 
Trail and he had the design and then we just 
went and put the President’s name on it but you 
couldn’t even read it on mine. It’s so little 

BARBARA: Yeah, mine has a little thing that hangs down. 

GWYNETH: I know that. It’s beautiful. 

BARBARA: It also has a saphire in the middle of it. 

GWYNETH: I know that, too.  You showed it to me and I 
thought and I didn’t even want to wear mine. 

BARBARA: Well, that’s too bad, because I think it should 
be something that you’re proud to wear. 

GWYNETH: Yes, yes. 

BARBARA: I think it’s important. I think it’s sort of a 
nice way of recognizing someone without thinking 
you have to buy them a gift. 

GWYNETH: Oh, I do, too. 

BARBARA: Because it was terrible having to buy gifts for 
people. I mean, they had everything. 

GWYNETH: Nobody really wants it. 

BARBARA: No. Well, you know what they gave me was a pen, 
engraved. And I think it’s still in the box, 
which I mean, that’s not right. 

GWYNETH: This is from University of Alberta, Edmonton, 
Faculty of Nursing and I’m using it.  

BARBARA: Those are great pens. I’ve got a half a dozen of 
those and I just love them.  Anyway, and that’s 
too bad. And I think maybe, although, it’s 
probable that the price has gone up on the 
jewelry, too. But I know ours were sterling 
silver. And they had a little saphire in them. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. 

BARBARA: And on the front of mine, I think it says 
President, what year and then it’s got my name 
on it. I’ll go and get it. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes. I think that’s just lovely. I really 
do. And this is different than mine. And this 
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has the etching on it. And this is your name and 
year. 

BARBARA: My name is on the back, I think. 

GWYNETH: That says President. 

BARBARA: Yes, it does. 

GWYNETH: Yes, there you are, right there. I like that 
very much and it’s larger. They did make it a 
little smaller too, but then you can’t hardly 
get anything on it. This is a nice idea, I think 

BARBARA: Yeah, yeah. And I don’t know. Maybe the reason 
they changed it was it got to be more expensive. 

GWYNETH: Yes, but… 

BARBARA: But I know for quite a few years, well, as long 
as Joan was doing it. Joan Tanner was the girl 
who was doing it. Joan Weir, now. And actually, 
how I knew her, her husband is the son of one of 
my good friends from Homecare, when I worked for 
Homecare.  

GWYNETH: Isn’t that interesting? 

BARBARA: Yeah, I knew that she had gone to the Alberta 
College of Art and I knew that she was doing her 
own jewelry. She had a little shop, a little 
office downtown. 

GWYNETH: But she wasn’t a Samaritan. 

BARBARA: No, she was just a friend. 

GWYNETH: She went to ACAD. 

BARBARA: And then actually what happened, she did it for 
quite a few years for them and then they went to 
Singapore, her husband had a position so she had 
to quit. 

GWYNETH: Oh, sure 

BARBARA: And she’s back in Calgary now, but I don’t know 
that she does any jewelry, any more. 

GWYNETH: No, no. But I mean, I’ll take a picture of that 
too. 

BARBARA: Can I put it on something dark? 
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GWYNETH: Some black velvet or something like that? Oh 
that would be good.  

BARBARA: That’s a sort of a dark… 

GWYNETH: Yes, that’s good. Really good.  There, I’ll do 
my flower thing. This one. I’m going to take 
another one. 

BARBARA: Why don’t you fold it and do that.  

GWYNETH: And I want it straight. That’s why my husband 
gave me this, so I could…. It’s the light, I 
think.  That’s not bad, but let’s try it without 
and see. 

[more about the picture] [much laughter] 

GWYNETH: Well Barb, this has been a wonderful morning for 
me and I do… 

BARBARA: I hope it was worthwhile for you. 

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 

 


