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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Shirley Goodfellow by Mara Foster on 
July 23, 2015. 

MARA: This is July 23, 2015. I am Mara Foster and I am 
with Shirley Goodfellow at her home in Calgary 
and we are going to talk about your memories of 
the Samaritan Club of Calgary. Have you always 
lived here? 

SHIRLEY: We’ve been here for about 30-some years. We 
lived in Toronto, Burlington, Regina, Port Hope 
and then I’m from Saskatchewan. 

MARA: Was that because of your business or your 
husband’s business? 

SHIRLEY: My husband’s business, yes. 

MARA: Was he in the oil business? 

SHIRLEY: Not always, the steel business. 

MARA: So, tell me again how long you’ve been here. 

SHIRLEY: Close to 40 years. 

MARA: And tell me about your family. 

SHIRLEY: My own family? We have four children, two boys 
and two girls and three are married and one 
isn’t. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: We have seven grandkids. 

MARA: Great. 

SHIRLEY: That’s about it, I guess. 

MARA: And you mentioned your background, you’re a 
nurse and you went to University of Alberta. 

SHIRLEY: I went to University of Alberta and I have my 
B.Sc. in Nursing. 
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MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: And teaching supervision. 

MARA: Did you work in that field? 

SHIRLEY: I didn’t. I went to work doing research in 
psychiatric nursing. 

MARA: Oh? 

SHIRLEY: Yes. In Weyburn, Saskatchewan. 

MARA: Wow, interesting. 

SHIRLEY: It was really interesting because that was the 
time when it psychiatric care was just changing. 
People were doing research and there were new 
drugs, new therapies and people were coming to 
Weyburn. There was a very interesting fellow, 
the Superintendent of the Hospital, and he 
brought in all these people. It was just 
wonderful. It was so interesting to be part of 
that. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: But I was only there because my husband was 
working there. I just walked into an interesting 
thing. 

MARA: Oh, that’s really… 

SHIRLEY: Oh, yeah it was cool. 

MARA: And then from there, did you work after that? 
You said you moved around a lot. 

SHIRLEY: I worked in surgery. I worked in an operating 
room for a while. I adored that, as well. That 
was so much fun. I really enjoyed that. That was 
between children. 

MARA: Mm. And then children come along and you had to 
move a lot. 

SHIRLEY: We did. That makes a difference. 

MARA: And then when you moved to this neighbourhood, 
by then you had your children and do you 
remember settling into this neighbourhood. 

SHIRLEY: Well, we moved in and out of Calgary four times. 
So the last time we moved, we were in a house 
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about three blocks from here and we were there 
for 23 years. 

MARA: Oh, yeah. 

SHIRLEY: And then we moved here. 

MARA: And what was the neighbourhood like, schools and 
other neighbours and so on. 

SHIRLEY: It was good. 

MARA: Yeah? 

SHIRLEY: Because we had children. 

MARA: Yeah, it’s easier to know people when have 
children. 

SHIRLEY: Yeah. 

MARA: Okay. And then what did you hear about the 
Samaritan Club and when did you hear about them. 

SHIRLEY: Well, the last time when we moved back, I think 
probably we moved in late ’79. A friend, who was 
from my home town, had joined the Samaritan 
Club. 

MARA: Oh? 

SHIRLEY: And then her friends, had one-by-one joined. She 
introduced me to these people and they were 
already working and I decided it sounded very 
interesting, so I did. It was good.  

MARA: Do you remember who sponsored you? 

SHIRLEY: Well, I asked them and nobody will own up to it. 
So I think it was Shirley Edwards but I honestly 
don’t know. And I can’t find any place where 
it’s written down. You know, I thought, maybe 
we’d get a card or something that said you are 
now a member and such and such sponsored, or 
that might be in the files or the card box, 
which I worked on in past. But memories are 
slipping. It isn’t in the card box, it isn’t in 
the file, so we don’t know. 

MARA: [laughter] 

SHIRLEY: And we were all sitting around the table, having 
lunch the other day, and discussing this and no 
one could remember when they joined. 
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MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: Or what year it was, or who sponsored them. I 
tell you, we’re out to lunch. [laughter] Well, 
we were literally out to lunch. 

MARA: There is a formal sponsorship thing, but, you’re 
right, we don’t get a card or something that 
says… 

SHIRLEY: That we’re now a member. 

MARA: That’s right, but you get to then, spend your 
money and then become a member. 

SHIRLEY: You do.  

MARA: So maybe, that’s the same. And so, I would like 
to hear about your experiences with the club. 
Did you join as a Working Associate, first? 

SHIRLEY: Mm hmm.  

MARA: And then you did what? Sales or that kind of 
thing? 

SHIRLEY: Yes, I was an Associate for a year and then went 
Active. My first job was with Family Assistance. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: That was very eye-opening. 

MARA: Why? 

SHIRLEY: Well, I don’t know if they still do that but you 
would get a direct call from Social Services or 
a hospital saying “We have just noted that this 
person has a baby and really needs help.” So, we 
would find out how much this person had and go 
and buy stuff and take it and deliver it. For 
instance, one time, my husband came with me 
because we had a big load of groceries and so 
forth, and baby food. We walked in to find where 
the fridge was. There was nothing the fridge and 
she was feeding the baby orange crush in a 
bottle. There were just all sorts of things like 
that.  

MARA: Yes? 

SHIRLEY: Another really neat one was we went to…. I took 
my husband again because he’s very good at 
installing things and this lady was deaf. She 
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was also at home. She didn’t have a job. The 
only way she would know if someone was coming to 
the door or the phone rang was that the dog 
would bark.  The dog was getting old and so the 
social worker said, “You know, she’s going to 
really need something.” So the Samaritan Club 
bought her a little machine that you attach, and 
then when the doorbell rang, or the phone rang, 
it picked it up. Then a light would go on. It 
was the neatest thing and my husband installed 
that. 

MARA: Yeah.  

SHIRLEY: And her life was better. And she felt so much 
safer.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: It was a really good thing for someone to start 
with, you know? 

MARA: And that has changed. We don’t go to people’s 
homes anymore. 

SHIRLEY: I know. 

MARA: So you really got a better flavour. 

SHIRLEY: And you don’t do the shopping anymore. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: We went out and shopped and carted it to their 
place. 

MARA: So it was a more personal touch and a better 
feeling of where your money was going, maybe. 

SHIRLEY: Absolutely. And you had a feeling of actually 
doing something for someone else.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: Whereas, just giving the money doesn’t cut it as 
well. 

MARA: It’s very different. Would you be more 
comfortable in that kind of situation than 
others because of your nursing background? 

SHIRLEY: Well, when I started, I can’t remember who I was 
with, but it was someone older. So, sometimes we 
did things together. 



 Page 6 

 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: Of course, she had more experience than I did. 
But summer would come and she would go off and I 
would be left on my own.  And, you just did 
whatever you thought [best] and I can’t remember 
ever getting into trouble but… 

MARA: [laughter] 

SHIRLEY: But I might have. 

MARA: I’m sure it’s more formalized for lots of 
different reasons but that is a very different 
way to enjoy what you’re doing. 

SHIRLEY: And you really saw some very sad things, you 
know. It kind of gave you a feeling for how 
lucky you were. 

MARA: Yes. So you did Family Assistance. What else did 
you do? 

SHIRLEY: Then I went was an assistant at Artist’s 
Showcase. 

MARA: Oh, yes. That was a lot of work. 

SHIRLEY: It was and then the next year I was the Convenor 
and we were in City Hall, at that point. There 
was lots of red tape to go through. I mean, they 
were very particular about where we came. And 
you couldn’t park here. It wasn’t the easiest 
thing and they weren’t really happy with us, but 
it seemed to be a pretty good venue, at the 
time. 

MARA: I’ve heard from others that it was a nice size 
and the high ceilings felt nice. 

SHIRLEY: It was. 

MARA: And you served food as well. 

SHIRLEY: That was another thing they didn’t like because 
they had a dining room. They didn’t like that 
idea, that we served food. 

MARA: Oh, dear. But it went on for a number of years. 
Why did it end? 

SHIRLEY: For all those reasons. The parking and unloading 
in the back, in the docks. They’d have other 
things and we’d be in the way and they 
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designated a dock for us and if we deviated out 
of that or didn’t park in the right place… it 
was fairly structured and if we weren’t 
structured. And at front, you couldn’t drop off 
anything in front of the City Hall because you 
might drop some oil off your car. And if you did 
drop oil, you had to go out there with soap and 
water and wash that oil off. 

MARA: Oh, dear. 

SHIRLEY: You did. You couldn’t park and drop off and we 
had all these artists and their husbands and 
whoever, helping them. And people would be 
coming and going. It would have been so much 
easier to run up the steps with this stuff 
rather than going around to the back. 

MARA: Oh, dear. So how long did that go on for? Maybe 
ten years. 

SHIRLEY: I don’t think so. Not that long. I think that my 
favourite was Heritage Park.  At Christmas, it 
was so beautiful. 

MARA: What did you do there, then? You mean the 
meeting that you had there? 

SHIRLEY: No, no. We had the Artist’s Showcase there. 

MARA: Oh, you did? I didn’t know that. 

SHIRLEY: Yes and that was my first one. When I started, 
they were there. And it was decorated so 
beautifully. The ladies just did such a gorgeous 
job. And it just seemed to suit that hotel. I 
mean the Wainwright Hotel. It just looked so 
good in there. 

MARA: Oh? 

SHIRLEY: And people liked to come there. They liked to 
come to the park. It just seemed like an 
occasion. I mean, it was all good. So it was 
really sad when we had to leave there. 

MARA: Yeah, there would be parking. 

SHIRLEY: Mm hmm. It was all good. 

MARA: Did that change, because, certainly we gave the 
locomotive and we gave the bell and so on, 
because I understood that were meetings there, 
also, and then that all dropped off. 
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SHIRLEY: I’m not exactly sure why we had to leave there. 
The Junior League also saw that we had that we 
had a good thing and we did make good money 
there and they decided to have something 
similar. There was something wrong with what 
they did, so the Park cancelled everything. 

MARA: Oh, that’s too bad. But that was your favourite? 

SHIRLEY: Oh, yes. That was s gorgeous place. 

MARA: Did you end up spending a lot of money on…? 

SHIRLEY: Oh, always.  I think we all did. 

MARA: Yes, that’s part of the fun, too. 

SHIRLEY: And watching it come in. People unloading, it’s 
almost like Christmas. It was really, really 
nice. 

MARA: Oh, that’s great.  

SHIRLEY: And we had art, too, in those days. 

MARA: So, it was kind of a way to promote local art… 

SHIRLEY: Mm hmm. And the artists. And they were all 
local, as far as I know. Maybe, just out in the 
country. 

MARA: That’s kind of special. And it’s too bad, that 
doesn’t exist, anymore. And what other things 
did you do? 

SHIRLEY: Then I was on the Project Research. 

MARA: Can you say just a bit about that? 

SHIRLEY: No, I can’t. I can’t remember. [laughter] 

MARA: So Project Research is for requests for larger 
amounts of money. And it still carries on and it 
still spends lots of money. 

SHIRLEY: Well, I remember going and interviewing people. 

MARA: Oh, you mean, the individuals, themselves. 

SHIRLEY: Yes, and to see whether this was a good thing. 
You know, we gave wheel chairs and things like 
that but I can’t actually remember the people, 
too well. You had to think twice. It was more 
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long term than Family Assistance. You know, 
Family Assistance is “We need it now.” 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: So there was a lot more research to do for a 
larger amount of money and there were a lot more 
people involved, you know, so you weren’t making 
that decision by yourself. 

MARA: Okay. And did it come to the Actives Meeting for 
a vote, as it does now? 

SHIRLEY: Sure. 

MARA: And were these people recommended by the social 
workers or the nurses. 

SHIRLEY: Yes. 

MARA: But you had to individually do the interview. 

SHIRLEY: Yes. 

MARA: So that’s changed as well. 

SHIRLEY: Right. 

MARA: So once again, the hands on is removed, isn’t 
it? 

SHIRLEY: Right. 

MARA: Different. Okay and what other things were you 
remembering. 

SHIRLEY: Oh, let’s see. The Rummage Sale. 

MARA: Yes? 

SHIRLEY: So Convener of the Rummage Sale. Chairman of 
Publicity. 

MARA: Ah? 

SHIRLEY: Then Vice-President, President, Past-President, 
and Honourary, up to 1994. I became Honourary in 
1994. 

MARA: Okay, let’s start about the Vice-President, 
President and so on. Did you have a particular 
goal in mind?  Why did you become President? 
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SHIRLEY: I just thought it was something that you had to 
do, if you were around, that you needed to do 
that.  Not everybody would do it and I found it 
difficult because getting up in front of people 
is just very hard for me to speak. 

MARA: Uh huh? 

SHIRLEY: So I did find it difficult. I went and took 
classes in speaking and all the other things, so 
that I could at least get up without shaking and 
so forth. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: So it was probably good for me in the end. 

MARA: Oh? 

SHIRLEY: I enjoyed it in the end. 

MARA: Were people cooperative, for the most part? 

SHIRLEY: Oh, yes.  And I had lots of friends who were 
helping. 

MARA: So that makes it more fun, when you have friends 
around. 

SHIRLEY: Yeah, my friend was Vice-President. 

MARA: Who was that? 

SHIRLEY: Joan Wilson. 

MARA: So you had the odd giggle.  

SHIRLEY: Mm hmm. 

MARA: That’s good. And then how about the Sales? You 
were brave to be the Convenor of the Sales.  

SHIRLEY: Well, I certainly didn’t think of it that way. 
It was a lot of work but I really liked the 
people.  I liked the people who I was working 
with. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: And it was such a challenge to get everything in 
one place. You just felt so good when it was 
done. 

MARA: Yeah? 
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SHIRLEY: No, I enjoyed that. I enjoyed it a lot. 

MARA: Many people have said that it is so difficult 
and so exhausting but the people around are 
really nice and it always works out. 

SHIRLEY: It does, strangely. That’s the amazing part. It 
is. 

MARA: It is amazing. Have a lot of things changed in 
the Sales since you were the Convener, doing the 
leadership of it? 

SHIRLEY: I wouldn’t say so.  I mean, certain things have 
changed, but it’s still difficult. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: You’re dealing with a lot of people who are 
giving their time and some are easier and some 
are harder. The girls who are running it and 
have been running it, I talk to them all the 
time. They’re having the same problems as we 
had, way back then. 

MARA: Yes? 

SHIRLEY: So people don’t change that much. 

MARA: And we honour and love the members who have been 
with us a long time, but they maybe want to do 
it the way they did it before. 

SHIRLEY: Some of them are like that and some of them are 
really good, you know. They really are. One of 
the people….for the last how many years, I have 
been working in pictures. 

MARA: Mm? 

SHIRLEY: And we have, in our department, a lady called 
Mary Phibbs who has been a member for ever. 
She’s just the most loyal member. She is in her 
nineties. She is still calling me to come and 
collect stuff. She’ll come with her little car 
and we’ll take her stuff to the garage. She is 
just…. I think you should interview her. 

MARA: Yes, she is on our list. 

SHIRLEY: Is she? Oh, that’s good.  Will she do it? 

MARA: Well, somebody else is contacting her. 
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SHIRLEY: She’s marvelous. And our department all work 
together. Anyway, we have such a good time in 
our department and we all enjoy each other. It’s 
kind of like a little club, but we have taken 
that department from not making much money to 
where sometimes we make over $2,000 for frames 
and old pictures and stuff like that. 

MARA: That’s incredible. 

SHIRLEY: But Mary is such a… she just pushes the 
Samaritan Club so much and she is still 
collecting. 

MARA: These are the people that we really want to 
honour. 

SHIRLEY: Mm hmm.  

MARA: What other departments did you work in? 

SHIRLEY: Oh, I ran the Kitchen Department for several 
years. That was, you know, wow. But at the same 
time, we always had nice people and we kind of 
got it organized so that everyone knew, pots and 
pans went here and so forth. So right off the 
bat, we got organized quickly. I ran Sports Wear 
for a couple of years.   

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: And then I was into Pictures. 

MARA: And the Sales continue to do really well. I 
mean, people talk about maybe we shouldn’t have 
them anymore. 

SHIRLEY: Have what? 

MARA: The Sales anymore. 

SHIRLEY: They do? Oh, that’s because it’s so much work. 

MARA: Yeah, but the money’s pretty good, really. 

SHIRLEY: Oh, it seems to go up all of the time. If it 
wasn’t for our rent and our truck going up, 
that’s really too bad.  

MARA: But that’s just part of what we have to do. Do 
you remember any clients that continue to shop 
there or used to shop there? 
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SHIRLEY: Well, in our Picture Department, we have lots of 
them. But one man looks like Sherlock Holmes. 

MARA: Oh? 

SHIRLEY: And he comes with his little magnifying glass. 
And we see him coming and “here comes….” And he 
goes around. I think he has a shop with antique 
pictures or whatever and he goes through all of 
our pictures with his little magnifying glass 
and he’ll say, “You’re way off base there. Oh, 
you’re charging way too much there. That is 
really not [worth] all that.” 

MARA: Yeah. 

SHIRLEY: So he likes to do that. And he comes to every 
sale and he doesn’t miss. 

MARA: Does he buy anything or does he just…. 

SHIRLEY: Occasionally. If he buys, then we know that we 
have not charged enough. 

MARA: [laughter] 

SHIRLEY: And this didn’t happen to me, this story, but 
this was in Ladies’ Dresses. Somebody told me 
this story. Two ladies had orange hair. You 
know, bleached red-orange hair. And they came to 
every Sale and they bought, so they were 
regulars. And this one time, they both came and 
one had bandages all over her head and on her 
face and apparently, she had been in an argument 
with someone and she had to go to the hospital. 
But she said, “I checked myself out of the 
hospital, because I did not want to miss the 
Sale.” [laughter] 

MARA: They’re very loyal people, for sure. 

SHIRLEY: Yeah. 

MARA: That’s great. 

SHIRLEY: And another person, I remember this one, this 
was in Sports Wear. And this mother brought her 
daughter and she had just graduated and she was 
going to start her first job. And they were 
shopping and they came to pay and she said, “I 
have five outfits,” and it cost her $25.00. 

MARA: Well, that’s what it’s all about. That’s what it 
should do. 
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SHIRLEY: That’s exactly right. 

MARA: Yes, get people feeling good, and working and 
enjoying. That’s terrific.  Any other things 
about the Sales that come to mind, or smells or 
sights? Noises? Opening bags and finding nifty 
things? 

SHIRLEY: Oh, we found money. 

MARA: Did you? 

SHIRLEY: Oh, yes. And we found personal things in 
suitcases and all sorts of things like that. 

MARA: How much money? 

SHIRLEY: One time, we had $200.00 in a purse. We had no 
way of knowing, so it was a lovely donation. 

MARA: Yes, a lovely donation.  What about other 
events? There used to be teas and other social 
events. Purely social not fund-raising at all. 
Is that true? 

SHIRLEY: Well, yes. We went to Teas. You know, Pearl 
[Florendine] had a beautiful house. The events 
at Pearl’s were always very special. Because she 
had her house decorated. And quite often, it 
would be in different colours. You know, one 
year it would be pink and over in the far end,in 
that corner, there was a turret. And in that 
circle was her tree. It would be absolutely 
beautifully decorated. She would have somebody 
come and do it. A train ran around it, an 
electric train, which was bigger than most and 
it had gifts in it. The whole house, the 
atmosphere, everyone was dressed to the nines. 
The food was always so good. Pearl always really 
did it up and those were so fun. 

MARA: And that would have been an event for the 
Actives, the Christmas get together. 

SHIRLEY: And quite often, it was at Pearl’s. 

MARA: That’s kind of special. We had a tea this year 
to try to do a little something that was purely 
social. Were there other things like that, that 
you can remember?  

SHIRLEY: Well, yes. They were usually at Heritage Park.  

MARA: At the Alberta Pioneer’s Cabin? 
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SHIRLEY: Yes, I remember one of those. And those were 
always nice. Dress up and hats. 

MARA: Lots of hats. 

SHIRLEY: Hats,and that’s an occasion. Not everybody likes 
to do that but quite a few do. 

MARA: Yes, that’s fun. That’s part of the fun, I 
think. Any other things, in terms of events and 
involvement in communities to do with the 
Samaritan Club? 

SHIRLEY: Mary Dover, was a member. And I don’t know how 
far back that goes without getting out the box. 
She was special. I don’t think I ever saw her 
without a hat. And sometimes, she had a gorgeous 
hat on. And sometimes, she had something less, 
maybe a cowboy hat. 

MARA: Ah? 

SHIRLEY: I mean, she got to the stage where she had to 
have a hat, but it was quite often, very 
different.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: Then one day, I think maybe her husband was gone 
then. And she asked if we would come out and 
work in her garden. And we went out there and 
worked in her garden. You know, pulled the weeds 
at Mary Dover’s place, which is out around 
Priddis. 

MARA: Turner Valley, I think. 

SHIRLEY: But the Samaritan Club, I don’t know how many, 
maybe six or eight, went out and worked in her 
garden. And she served us tea, with her hat on. 

MARA: [laughter] That’s great. 

SHIRLEY: It is. 

MARA: Well, I have photographs of some kind of a trip 
to her place on a bus.  

SHIRLEY: That was different. That was a different event. 
That was like touring… 

MARA: The beautifully looked after gardens. 

SHIRLEY: Exactly. 
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MARA: She was kind of a character, kind of a cowgirl, 
in a way. 

SHIRLEY: Yes, well, that was why she sometimes had a 
cowboy hat on. She had a presence. She held 
herself in a way, I don’t know how you explain 
it. She had an attitude. That was it. Yeah, we 
should all have that. 

MARA: It worked for her. 

SHIRLEY: Well, sure, but we should all have that 
attitude. We’re special. 

MARA: We are. That’s a great story. I hadn’t heard 
that story at all. 

SHIRLEY: Mm hmm. Yes, so we were all invited in for tea 
and then she told us we could go home. 
[laughter] 

MARA: And then the bus trip, did you go on the bus 
trip? 

SHIRLEY: Which bus trip? 

MARA: I have photos of a bus trip to Mary Dover’s 
house and she was quite elderly, at that time. 

SHIRLEY: Well, was that the tour? I went on the tour. I 
can’t remember the bus, but probably, sure I 
did. 

MARA: It was just a tour of her home. 

SHIRLEY: Her home and the gardens. 

MARA: Interesting. What else do you remember? 

SHIRLEY: Well, I wanted to talk about Pearl [Florendine] 
because Pearl was such an interesting character, 
as well. 

MARA: She had an attitude, too. 

SHIRLEY: Well, sure she did. But she got a lot done with 
that attitude. And sometimes it was not taken 
with a lot of grace, but she got so much done. I 
think she did a lot for the Samaritan Club. She 
had her days when she wasn’t all that 
complementary to everyone. 

MARA: Uh huh. 
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SHIRLEY: But you know, I thought she was a great girl. 

MARA: She really gave a lot of time and energy.  

MARA: She paid people to come and clean the silver. 

MARA: Oh, she did? 

SHIRLEY: Sure, she did. 

MARA: At the Sale, at the Objects d’Art Department. 

SHIRLEY: Oh, sure. And she paid her cleaning lady, I 
think. She came and cleaned all the silver and 
did other jobs. She paid another fellow to come 
and fix anything that wasn’t working, in that 
department. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: Not the electronics and things like that. This 
was just things around [the house.] So anyway, 
she always brought food. She would go and buy 
food so anyone working in the vicinity got to 
eat. This was just during the Sale. And it was 
always lovely. She did things up right. 

MARA: And she just gave up a lot of her time. 

SHIRLEY: So, there were a lot of us who were Pearl fans.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: Because even if she did scorch you once in a 
while. 

MARA: Maybe if she’d been in a different time, if 
she’d run a company, she’d have been very good. 

SHIRLEY: Well, she was in the Navy and she was a nurse 
and I could absolutely imagine she ran the 
hospital and she did. She ran either a hospital 
or, at least, a ward. I can so see her doing 
that. 

MARA: Well, there was a generation of nurses who sound 
exactly like that. Yup, I remember that. That’s 
great.  Any other things you’d like to talk 
about? 

SHIRLEY: I don’t think so. 

MARA: So you enjoyed the club? 
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SHIRLEY: Very much. 

MARA: And you continue to enjoy the club? 

SHIRLEY: I do. It’s hard for me, you know. A lot of my 
friends want to quit because it’s too much. 
There’s just something about it. I have a 
regular group who bring me things and so they 
phone me ahead of time to say “Is it time, yet?” 
And so these are people with lots of clothes and 
lots of this or that and then they bring other 
people’s things with them. And so you know, I 
collect a lot of things. And so does Mary 
Phibbs. She lives in a high-rise and all the 
people bring her things. It’s just something 
that you start doing and you just keep doing. 

MARA: Because it’s just part of your life. 

SHIRLEY: It is. 

MARA: You said some of your friends are ready to stop, 
but they could be just a Supporting Member and 
do whatever they feel they can do. 

SHIRLEY: Yeah. 

MARA: What would like Calgarians to know about the 
Samaritan Club, now and in the future? 

SHIRLEY: Well, I know that the Samaritan Club is under 
the radar.  

MARA: Mm. 

SHIRLEY: And so, there’s so many people who have never 
even heard of the Samaritan Club. Maybe it 
should be a little more publicized, so that we 
get some more donations. I’m not sure how you 
would want to do that. It just seems like, 
perhaps, a little more advertising, or a little 
more spreading the word. I also like that it’s 
under the radar. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: But, I find that when people do hear about it, 
they like the sound of it. They like what we do. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: And they like that we hit this niche. We don’t 
have the publicity and other people do, so they 
are getting a lot more money. But when people 
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find out the kind of good things we do, then 
quite often, they will donate cash. So I don’t 
know exactly how to put that in words, but I 
think we need a little bit more advertising. 
Just get the word out, who we are. 

MARA: Mm hmm. Anything else you’d like to say? 

SHIRLEY: I’ve enjoyed my time with them. It’s been a 
really good part of my life. My husband, for 
years, thought he was a member, too. 

MARA: [laughter] 

SHIRLEY: Yes, it’s been a really good thing for me. 

MARA: Well, thank you very much for doing this. I 
really appreciate it.  

SHIRLEY: You’re welcome. 

 

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 
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