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James Edward Campbell 

January 26, 1999 
 

Former Cliff Bungalow-Mission Address: 335 24th Avenue SW 

Date of Birth: December 4, 1926 

Place of Birth: Scottish Nursing Home, Calgary 

Schools attended in Calgary: Cliff Bungalow Elementary, Rideau Park Junior High, Central High 

Occupations(s): School teacher 1946 to 1980, Commissioner of Public Utilities Board 1980 to 1985 

Date of Marriage:  August 22, 1950 

Spouse’s Name: Mary Warren 

Spouse’s Occupation(s): Homemaker 

Number of Children: 1 

Father’s Name: William Edward Campbell 

Mother’s Maiden Name: Hazel Edith Melissa Glass 

Father’s Occupation(s): Chief Clerk and Accountant, Imperial Oil Refinery 

Mother’s Occupation(s): Homemaker 

Paternal Grandfather’s Name: Campbell 

Paternal Grandmother’s Maiden Name: McFadden 

Maternal Grandfather’s Name: Glass 

Maternal Grandmother’s Maiden Name: na 

Approximate time period you lived in the neighbourhood (if applicable): 1926 - 1950 

Approximate time period your parents lived in the neighbourhood (if applicable): 1923 - 1968 

Approximate time period your grandparents lived in the neighbourhood (if applicable): na 

 

Jim Campbell was born right in the Mission district at the Scottish Nursing Home, a private hospital at the corner of 

5thStreet and 24the Avenue, in 1926. His parents, William and Hazel Campbell, came to Calgary from Regina in the 

early twenties. William Campbell had been born in St. Thomas, Ontario and met Hazel Glass in Sarnia, her 

hometown, while working as a clerk for Imperial Oil. He was sent west by the company, first to Regina and then to 

Calgary as chief clerk for the new refinery recently built there. In this position, akin to the modern position of 

controller, William Campbell was responsible for the financial management of Imperial Oil’s refinery operations in 

Alberta, Saskatchewan and eastern British Columbia. Although he grew up in the thirties, Jim Campbell remembers 

a comfortable but unpretentious upbringing in a large comfortable home on 24th Avenue in the heart of the Mission 

area. The home remained with the family until 1968, although it was converted into suites after his father’s death in 

1944. Mr. Campbell himself and some of his friends worked for local merchants as teenagers. He later went on to 

become a teacher, and returned to Cliff Bungalow Elementary for a short time and was even acting principal for a 

month. Blessed with an excellent memory, Mr. Campbell has a great deal to relate about his immediate neighbours 

and friends, the businesses of 4th Street, as well as some noteworthy events in the community, including a bank 

robbery on 4
th

 Street. Mr. Campbell lives in Edmonton, and this interview regrettably could not be continued beyond 

the two and one half hours on the existing tapes.  

 



INDEX 
 

Three Tapes 

 

Tape One, Side One 
 

004 – Introduction. Family background. 

008 – Both parents from Ontario, father born 1895 in St. Thomas. Railroad family. 

014 – Mother born in Sarnia in 1891, member of the Glass family. 

018 – Married around 1913-14. 

026 – Father sent west around 1915 to Imperial Oil refinery in Regina as office manager. 

033 – Went in 1919 to Calgary to find site for Imperial refinery. 

062 – Mother came from large family, six or seven siblings. 

087 – Other members of the two families came west. 

117 – Father was with Imperial Oil right up to retirement. 

125 – In charge of accounting for all four of company’s western refineries. 

156 – Parents first settled in north west Calgary in Sunnyside.  

205 – Family moved into Mission area around 1924. Rented house which they later bought. 

220 – Bought house for $5,000. 

240 – House now demolished, was on 24
th

 Avenue between 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Street, third house from west end. 

256 – Substantial two-story house on large lot. 

272 – Had older brother who left home when he was only ten. Married without permission.  

338 – Family typical for the block. Next door house converted to up and down duplex. 

350 – House to east owned by Dr. Charles Lee, herbalist. Ran practice on main floor.  

400 – Other neighbours: Naglers and the Nagler’s furniture store. 

421 – MacIntyre family: Mrs. MacIntyre’s cookie jar. 

468 – The McNamee family. 

492 – the Cliff Bungalow-Holy Angels rivalry – Potlickers and Catlickers. 

510 – End of side. 

 

Tape One, Side Two 
 

008 – Two schools continued. 

013 – Principal of Cliff Bungalow, Mr. Broadberry. 

035 – The Cliff Bungalow School. 

054 – Children all from Mission area. Originally children from south of 24
th

 Avenue went to Rideau. 

070 – Teachers at Cliff Bungalow: Miss Sutter, etc. 

086 – Becoming acting principal at school. Finding his name in record of corporeal punishment. 

104 – Believes Peter Lougheed may have attended there briefly. 

118 – Discussion of giving the strap as punishment. 



138 – Rivalry between schools did not carry over to outside school. 

154 – His friends and playmates. Barry Cassell at 2417 1
st
 Street SW, then 316 24

th
 Avenue: family  

          background.  

215 – Mr. Cassell good friends with his father. Story of wrestling matches. 

264 – Story of Jack Taylor, wrestler turned chiropractor.  

299 – Another friend, Fred Ward. Building forts in Ward’s backyard. 

318 – Other homemade toys: skis made of barrel hoops and inner tubes. 

352 – Skiing done behind Cliff Bungalow School and on the hill near Holy Cross Hospital. 

370 – Vacant lots used for skiing for tots. 

397 – The Holy Cross Hospital Hill and the houses on it. Eliminated by hospital expansion. 

434 – Houses moved down 24
th

 Avenue to make room for Imperial Service Station.  

466 – Other activities as kids – building forts, playing “cowboy and indians”, and other games. 

497 – End of tape. 

 

Tape Two, Side One 
 

007 – Start. Story of hide and go seek, and tree in Ward’s yard. 

018 – Skating: rink on 24
th

 Avenue on vacant lots.  

036 – Another rink on 24
th

 Avenue and 5
th

 Street, flooded by fire department. 

048 – Playing hockey, pads made by telephone books. 

066 – Little in way of organised sports outside of school. 

096 – Forbidden places: going on ice on the Elbow River.  

126 – The train station and yards: going to see the CN trains with his father.  

154 – Painter Roland Gissing and model rail dioramas at Coste House. 

178 – Automobiles and their use in district. 

196 – Story of being hit by neighbour’s car. 

208 – Car not common among Mission families. Streetcar was very convenient.  

223 – Car trips with parents: Midnapore picnics, trips west of town. 

256 – Family activities: trips to Central Library, listening to father read. 

282 – Story of special Christmas present.  

316 – Campbell family fairly well off, had domestic servants. Story of helping sick maid. 

344 – Other maids and their bridal showers. Story of the special desert.  

380 – Father’s relationship with Imperial Oil. Company’s request that employees cut wages. 

436 – Effect of Depression on district.  

460 – The Baker family, minister with organist son who became well known at Radio City Music Hall. 

510 – End of side. 

 

Tape Two, Side Two 
 

009 – Scottish Nursing home on 25
th

 Avenue.  



019 – Born there in 1924.  

026 – Mother reluctant to go to General due to its location in Riverside and the Holy Cross because it was 

          Catholic. 

050 – His mother’s apparent prejudice against Holy Cross not shared by others in the district.  

057 – Mother later had job at Holy Cross as receptionist.  

074 – Father’s death in 1954.  

088 – Mother duplexed her house to get an income.  

106 – Mother’s employment after husband’s death.  

128 – Had been a milliner before marriage.  

136 – Other duplex houses in the district.  

150 – His mother’s first tenant, pharmacist Archie McLeod. 

178 – Variations in district – 26
th

 Avenue better off, larger houses towards west.  

192 – MacGregor family on 25
th

 Avenue, three sons, one became high ranking soldier.  

222 – Other variations in district: 22
nd

 Avenue towards east seemed less well off.  

238 – The Tivoli theatre opening.  

276 – Kinema theatre on 14
th

 Street was main theatre for district children before Tivoli opened.  

296 – Other popular theatre on 8
th

 Avenue. 

310 – The Isis theatre on 1
st
 Street.  

333 – The Supercream ice cream store on 4
th

 Street.  

348 – Many stores had living quarters behind or above on 4
th

 Street.  

380 – Aberdeen Apartments.  

388 – Meat markets in the district.  

414 – Father had one of first refrigerators in Calgary.  

442 – Tivoli theatre revisited.  

456 – Houses on 4
th

 Street: John McCaffery, assistant sheriff of courts, etc.  

489 – Charles Stanley shoe repair. Other businesses.  

511 – End of tape.  

 

Tape Three, Side One.  

 

014 – Start. Businesses on 4
th

 continued.  

034 – Apartment blocks owned by Mr. Costello. Lenora Block, not well looked after.  

038 – Gainsbourough Barber Shop: proprietor Andy Klink [?] also a painter.  

044 – Lenora Block fire. Saving Andy’s paintings.  

070 – Hook Signs.  

076 – More businesses: confectionaires, cobbler, many beauty parlours. 

188 – The Iris block.  

100 – Foodland Grocery: playing practical jokes on proprietor, prank phone calls. 

126 – Regal service station, etc.  



138 – Bank of Montreal on 4
th

 Street and robbery.  

152 – Branch originally in the 2500 block, later moved to present location.  

160 – Tenants in the Zelda block: John Wilshire.  

186 – Businesses in Zelda: meat market run by neighbours, the Osbornes.  

200 – Mission Hardware.  

204 – Hook Signs billboards on 4
th

 Street.  

224 – Mission Cycle and Cappy Cheale. 

226 – Julian’s Garage and his Fiat dealership. 

242 – More stores; the Despins Hardware store and other nearby businesses.  

290 – Jenkin’s Groceteria, one of about 15 in city.  

338 – Temple Duff Drug store, second location in city.  

389 – Businesses along 4
th

 important to local families.  

394 – Lorraine Grocery and owner Saul Libin, recent immigrant.  

445 – Gift of groceries to Campbell family from Libin.  

492 – Stolen chocolate bar story.  

510 – End of interview. 

 


