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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Joan Warke by Mara Foster on October 
22, 2014. 

MARA: Okay, so would you like to just say your name, 
please?  

JOAN: Joan Warke 

MARA: And this is October 22, 2014 and we are at 
Joan’s home in Rocky Ridge. So Joan, we are 
going to talk about your memories of the 
Samaritan Club of Calgary.  I wonder if you 
would tell me please, when did you join the 
Samaritan Club? 

JOAN: I joined the Samaritan Club in about 19 
[inaudible].  That’s not the right date. 

MARA: That’s okay. It doesn’t have to be exact. So you 
joined the Samaritan Club about ... 

JOAN: Yes, I joined it in ‘85. 

MARA: Okay.  And why did you join? 

JOAN: I joined because I was being urged on by friends 
who were members.  [laughter] They said I should 
join. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JOAN: So finally after I finished a couple of other 
jobs, I joined.  

MARA: And did somebody have to sponsor you to get in? 

JOAN: Yes. 

MARA: And who was that? 

JOAN: Simone Coté sponsored me.  And I think Joan 
Lipsett, not sure 

MARA: And what did you like about the club at the 
time. 
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JOAN: That they wanted me, I guess. [Laughter] 

MARA: Well, that’s pretty good.  What were the other 
options? 

JOAN: The other option was that I was just sort of 
between organizations and I was looking for some 
sort of worth-while group that I would like to 
associate with and the Samaritans sprung to 
mind. 

MARA: Oh 

JOAN: And I got to know the girls quickly and we had a 
good time. 

MARA: And you didn’t have a lot of meetings or 
anything like that, that you were required to 
do? 

JOAN: No. 

MARA: But you had to wear those nice smocks. 

JOAN: Just when you’re working. 

MARA: Yeah 

JOAN: It’s just so that when we’re having a sale or a 
workshop or something, the Samaritans seemed to 
stick out. 

MARA: Mm hmm.  But you enjoyed the camaraderie of the 
other women and so on? 

JOAN: Oh, very much. A lot of them became best 
friends. 

MARA: Oh, really? Can you name a couple? Or feel 
comfortable doing that? 

JOAN: Well I don’t think we need to do that. 

MARA: Okay. All right.  So, the sales and what 
department were you in? 

JOAN: Ladies coats and dresses. 

MARA: Was that a busy, crazy department? 

JOAN: It was busy, crazy, and successful. 

MARA: Ah, what do you mean successful? 
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JOAN: Oh, we made a lot of money.  

MARA: Do you remember how much? 

JOAN: I can’t remember exactly how much. 

MARA: Oh. 

JOAN: We made, maybe, over $3,000.00. 

MARA: Wow. That’s really good. Do you remember any...? 

JOAN: We sold fur coats, a lot of fur coats. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOAN: We sold them for $40.00. That adds up. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOAN: People were at the stage of making teddy bears. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOAN: And using the coats. 

MARA: Not as many people wearing them? 

JOAN: No. That wasn’t kosher.  That wasn’t the thing 
to do. 

MARA: Yeah. It became unfashionable. Not politically 
correct.  

JOAN: Yes, that’s right. 

MARA: And did you have, do you remember some of the 
people who came in to buy things? Any stories 
about that? 

JOAN: Oh, people came back, year after year, you know.  
We had one lady there that used to come every 
year. She started out bringing her children and 
they eventually ended up bringing her. 

MARA: Oh, and it, as a member... 

JOAN: Some people dressed their children from that 
sale for school and for everything. 

MARA: Mm hmm.  Was the sale, where was the sale at 
that time? 

JOAN: It was at Hillhurst. 
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MARA: Oh, same place. 

JOAN: Yeah. 

MARA: Yeah. 

JOAN: When I joined anyway. 

MARA: So, do you remember any unusual people that were 
there, or odd people? 

JOAN: Pardon? 

MARA: Do you remember any unusual people that were 
customers or... 

JOAN: They were all a bit unusual. [laugher] 

MARA: As opposed to the Samaritans, themselves. 

JOAN: [laugher] That is funny, standing upright in the 
ladies.... 

MARA: Yeah.  What other department did really well in 
those days? 

JOAN: The object d’art that Pearl Florendine ran. 

MARA: Uh huh? 

JOAN: She had some beautiful antiques and things and 
she really always made the most money. 

MARA: Yeah. 

JOAN: It was sort of silly.  It got to be a contest as 
to which department can make the most money. 

MARA: Uh huh. Yeah I think that creeps in no matter 
what, maybe. 

JOAN: Yes. 

MARA: And what other things were you involved with?  
You did the sales? And there were two. 

JOAN: I did the sales. I did the Christmas toys. Donna 
Sanderson and me, we started it off because when 
we were working together on family assistance, 
we’d get calls from mothers saying they had 
nothing for their children for Christmas.  They 
were grateful to get clothes. 

MARA: Uh huh... 
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JOAN: But they didn’t have any toys. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOAN: So we started the Christmas toys and worked it 
out with the nurses at each district. And it 
turned out to be very successful and they’re 
still doing it. 

MARA: Yes, indeed. 

JOAN: We found that some of the mothers were wrapping 
up last year’s toys that children already had 
just so they could open something. 

MARA: Oh. 

JOAN: So that’s what we did.  

MARA: So you really stepped in where there was a need. 

JOAN: We thought there was a need.  I don’t know... 

MARA: Yeah. 

JOAN: Everybody felt bad about the toys but we did. 

MARA: Mm hmm 

JOAN: And I worked in family assistance. I worked on 
project research.  I did every committee except 
treasurer. 

MARA: Oh. [laughter] What did you enjoy about the 
family assistance? 

JOAN: Well, it was a lot of work.  You had to, in 
those days; you had to send a fax to the store 
involved so they’d have the merchandise when the 
people got there.  Which is much the same as 
they do now.  

MARA: Yes. And it works. 

JOAN: Family assistance, project research, I really 
liked.  We bought front stairs for houses; we 
bought lifts for bedrooms so people that 
couldn’t move around their house.  We got all 
sorts of larger things.  A lot of baby’s 
formula. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 
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JOAN: There’s a very expensive formula out now, that 
not very many families can afford... 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOAN: And the Samaritan Club buys that. Almost 
everything you could think of, we did. 

MARA: Yeah. Yeah.  Do you feel these were all very 
worth- while? 

JOAN: Oh, yes.  The letters that came that told of how 
the people reacted to this stuff. And the good 
that it did them. Letters from mothers. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOAN: Also from grandparents. There was just no end to 
it. 

MARA: So that’s what kept you there? 

JOAN: That’s what kept me there. And I’d still be 
there if I could walk. 

MARA: Yes, well, you’re still a member. 

JOAN: Oh, I’m still a member. 

MARA: Yeah. Yeah. 

JOAN: I was there for a long time. 

MARA: Did you do the layettes for a while? 

JOAN: No, I didn’t do layettes. About that time, I 
became vice-president and then president and 
then past-president and that was a lot of years. 

MARA: That’s a lot of work. 

JOAN: That’s a lot of work, but it’s nice work. 

MARA: Why is that? 

JOAN: I think the best thing you can be in an 
organization is the president. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOAN: You just tell people what to do and they 
miraculously do it. 
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MARA: [laughter] Oh, I’m tearing up. That’s exactly 
what I’m doing today, Joan.  The president told 
me to do this...oh dear, oh goodness.  

JOAN: I love it. 

MARA: Yup. Now, you were involved in creating the by-
laws and making it into a society, were you? Is 
that right? 

JOAN: Yes. 

MARA: What was that all about? 

JOAN: Well, actually I did it twice.  I did it while I 
was president. I thought that would be for good 
and ever. Then lo and behold, they were doing it 
again.  But with the times changing. 

MARA: You mean the by-laws are required to change? Is 
that what you mean? 

JOAN: If your executive wants them to. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOAN: You see, the by-laws, you need to go through 
Edmonton. You have to have them, to change them; 
you have to go through the Society’s Act, up in 
Edmonton.  And to change the standing rules, you 
can do that just at a meeting of Actives. 

MARA: Mm hmm 

JOAN: So it you really feel strongly that you don’t 
like the by-laws, then you have to...it takes 
about a year. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOAN: To change that. That just about took a whole 
year. 

MARA: Just the government? 

JOAN: Just the government. 

MARA: And they don’t care. 

JOAN: Well, no.  

MARA: So when you set up the by-laws and so on, was 
that to make it a charitable society? Was that 
what it was about. 
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JOAN: No, I wasn’t there then. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOAN: That was a very long time ago. 

MARA: You were updating them, then? 

JOAN: I was updating them. 

MARA: What particularly was important to do then? 

JOAN: Well, I guess the most important thing is the 
outline of what it requires to change things the 
way you want them. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOAN: If it’s too easy to change the whole system, it 
isn’t too good because it can just waiver. 

MARA: Oh? So do you mean like the goals of the 
organization? Is that what you’re talking about? 

JOAN: Yes. 

MARA: So where the money is to go and so on? 

JOAN: Yes. 

MARA: Oh. Nifty. 

JOAN: And tax receipts. 

MARA: Oh, yes. 

JOAN: What they were doing. 

MARA: Oh yes.  Did they run casinos when you were 
president. 

JOAN: Yes. Yes, we had casinos. 

MARA: They’re very successful. 

JOAN: They’re very successful. Not so much at the 
moment because, I think they’re divided quite 
thinly and the people aren’t spending the money 
they used to at the beginning. 

MARA: Oh, the gamblers? 

JOAN: The gamblers. They just don’t have it. 
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MARA: Well, that’s probably true. And was there a 
bridge luncheon at the time? Or, something like 
that? 

JOAN: Yes, I started that. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOAN: We had a bridge luncheon.  Sold tickets to come 
and I think we were mostly at the Winter Club. 

MARA: Oh, yes. There’s a lot of history with the 
Winter Club, I think. 

JOAN: Yes, they have annual meetings there. Also at 
the one, Willow Park.  One of our members, 
Bernice Anderson, was a part owner at the Willow 
Park. So, we had a lot of annual meetings there.  
And she always also gave us nice donations too, 
of golf games to go in our silent auction. 

MARA: Mmm.  That’s nice. 

JOAN: We made a lot of money on silent auctions. Now 
they’re making even more and there’s a golf 
tournament now. 

MARA: Yeah. Yeah, just different things arise, but you 
started a lot of things. 

JOAN: With the times, you know? 

MARA: Yes.  Scarborough United Church has been very 
important. 

JOAN: That’s where we hold our meetings and they rent 
us the space for meetings very cheaply. 

MARA: Yeah.  That’s been a long association. 

JOAN: Oh, the meetings have been there for a long 
time. Before that they were in the old farmer’s 
cabin. [Southern Alberta Pioneers Building] 

MARA: Oh yeah? Up on the hill? 

JOAN: Yeah. 

MARA: Oh, lovely. Was that during your tenure as 
president. 

JOAN: No, that was when I joined, when the meetings 
were there. 
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MARA: So you became president because you think that’s 
the best thing to do when you’re in an 
organization. 

JOAN: Oh, I think you have to do your part. And I 
fancied, I rather would like to be president. 

MARA: And tell people what to do.[laughter] 

JOAN: Yes.  

MARA: And to become an Active in your tenure, did you 
have to be... 

JOAN: To become an Active when in my era, to say, you 
had to attend a certain number of meetings. 

MARA: Mm hmm 

JOAN: Of the Actives.  You couldn’t just join and be 
an Active. 

MARA: Yeah. 

JOAN: You became a Working Associate because somebody 
could join tomorrow and decide that they don’t 
like what’s happening to the money and get 
people together and make motions.  People have 
to know a little bit about it before they get 
the voting privileges, that go with being an 
Active. 

MARA: Yeah, yeah.  Some kind of commitment. 

JOAN: Yeah, some kind of a commitment. And they used 
to have to have two sponsors. I don’t know how 
they work that now.  

MARA: And then, you had to take on a job or become 
part of a committee or something like that. 

JOAN: Yes. 

MARA: Just as you do now. 

JOAN: Yes. There was a lot of work to be done.  

MARA: Yeah, yeah.  What wasn’t working well with the 
Samaritans? Or continues to not work well, do 
you think? 

JOAN: I don’t know. I think most things work quite 
well.  
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MARA: Mm.  What do you think Calgary needs to know 
about the Samaritans? 

JOAN: I think they, Calgary needs to know they’re not 
the Good Samaritans. 

MARA: I agree.  

JOAN: Samaritan the good, we’re not. 

MARA: Do you think there should be more exposure of 
the club somehow? Or more advertisement or 
something? 

JOAN: Probably that would be nice, if more people knew 
about them and what they did.  

MARA: I was thinking of another thing, too.  We use a 
lot of volunteers in the sale. Did you use 
volunteers for help with the sale?  

JOAN: Yes, those are the Working Associates.  

MARA: Yeah, but also we drag in family members. 

JOAN: Oh, definitely, we had to do that. 

MARA: Husbands and so on. 

JOAN: Anybody that wanted to come and spend time on 
the day of the sale could come. 

MARA: Yes. Yes. Husbands and so on. 

JOAN: It’s amazing. I had a friend that got her whole 
spring wardrobe there. 

MARA: Oh, my. Just from helping out. 

JOAN: She was volunteering and she slipped into the 
dressing room, tried on things and decided she’d 
take them. 

MARA: Hmm 

JOAN: Not take, buy.  What’s two dollars, you know? 

MARA: Well, yeah. Fantastic.  So anything you think 
that history should know about the Samaritans or 
about the women you were involved with? 

JOAN: Well, I think if I started telling you about 
certain people, I’d leave people out that I 
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didn’t want to. So I think, we’ll just leave it 
at that. 

MARA: Okay.  Is there anything else you would like to 
say? 

JOAN: I don’t think so.  I’ve said quite enough. 
[laughter] 

MARA: Okay, thank you very much for doing this.  This 
is so nice of you to do this. 

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 

 


