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GWYNETH: Tell us about your family. You haven’t always 
lived in Calgary, you said? 

TINA: No, I was born in Banff. 

GWYNETH: Okay. And then when did you come into Calgary 
then? 

TINA: In 1952. 

GWYNETH: Okay.  

TINA: I went to Henderson Secretarial School 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes? I remember that name.  Was that right 
downtown? 

TINA: Yes, 8th and 8th, I believe. 

GWYNETH: And is that a long two-year course? What is 
that? 

TINA: About that. 

GWYNETH: Yes, because you had to learn all the shorthand. 

TINA: Yeah, about a year, I think. 

GWYNETH: And did you use the Dictaphone?  

TINA: Yes. The old typewriters. The electric 
typewriters came in shortly after and it was a 
little difficult. 

GWYNETH: The electric? 

TINA: It flew. [laughter] 

GWYNETH: And then did you work right downtown then? 

TINA: I worked for Wood Gundy. 
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GWYNETH: Well that would be interesting… 

TINA: We did everything. I can’t remember what we 
called it at that time. Anyway, we could send 
messages to Winnipeg, Montreal, everywhere. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

TINA: Printing. 

GWYNETH: Yes, I understand what you are saying. But I 
mean, there was no email, nothing like that. 

TINA: No, but we did this have this method. 

GWYNETH: Was it like a telegram? 

TINA: Similar, we had a big machine. 

GWYNETH: Oh, you had it in the office? How interesting. 
So you had quite a responsibility. 

TINA: Everything, everything. We did as we were told, 
whether we liked it or not. 

GWYNETH: Yes, it was that era. 

TINA: There was no way you could quit for more money 
or anything. [laughter] That would be against 
all the rules. 

GWYNETH: Well, because there also was a feeling of 
allegiance to whatever firm you were part of. 

TINA: You were lucky to have a job. 

GWYNETH: Yes, yes. That’s true. 

TINA: A lot didn’t have a job. 

GWYNETH: Yeah, and then when did you marry Dave? 

TINA: In ’56. 

GWYNETH: Okay, and I know you had kids. 

TINA: I had four children and then I lost my daughter 
to cancer. The youngest one. 

GWYNETH: Oh, dear. That’s sad. 

TINA: So you know what that’s all about. 
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GWYNETH: Yes, I do. Yes. Those are tough things to 
overcome. And so, you took your schooling in 
Banff, did you? You must have.  

TINA: Well, I went to university for a year in 
Vancouver. 

GWYNETH: Oh, did you? 

TINA: And then I had a choice of going back to 
university, or having a trip with the family to 
Greece and throughout Europe. 

GWYNETH: And that wasn’t too hard to decide? 

TINA: No, not for me. I didn’t like my course. 
[laughter] 

GWYNETH: Well, you had the opportunity if you wanted it. 
And so you picked something that was more 
practical, probably, at the time, and got you a 
job. 

TINA: Yes, I was interested in business. I wasn’t 
interested in my psychology course, at all. 

GWYNETH: No, that’s just at the opposite end of the 
spectrum. 

TINA: Totally. 

GWYNETH: And so business has always kind of fascinated 
you? 

TINA: It has.  

GWYNETH: And were there a nice group of women that were 
in that office. Or were you…? 

TINA: They were fairly good. There were only two of us 
in the beginning. And then there was one or two 
that were hired since then. So then there were 
three of us. I think the three was probably the 
maximum at that time. 

GWYNETH: Yes, it probably grew as the business grew. 
That’s an interesting time for sure because all 
the electronic stuff came in years after that. 
And so, when you grew up in Banff, will you 
describe your neighbourhood, your school, and 
your churches then and now. 

TINA: Well, then and now. At the time I was growing 
up, there were a lot of American tourists. 
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Everything was catered to them. They were always 
well-dressed, hats, this type of things in those 
days. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

TINA: And it wasn’t as much souvenirs then, as what it 
is now. Now the whole town is souvenirs. 

GWYNETH: Is it? 

TINA: I hate it.  

GWYNETH: But then it was fine art or clothing? 

TINA: British woolens, and bone china. And most of 
them stayed at the Banff Springs Hotel. My 
father had the theatre in Banff and several 
movies stars would come in. 

GWYNETH: Oh, how neat. 

TINA: And through the theatre business, my parents 
would be invited to different stage plays that 
were happening.  Brig o' Doon, that type of 
musicals. 

GWYNETH: The musicals, yes. 

TINA: So I was able to go along with it, too.  And we 
would come to Calgary. I believe it was at the 
Grand Theatre. They used to have the musicals at 
that point. It would be absolutely mind-boggling 
to see the women dressed in the long gowns and 
the fur coats and the white gloves. 

GWYNETH: Oh, what a wonderful time to grow up. 

TINA: It really was.  

GWYNETH: Lucky you. 

TINA: So far as churches, I went to every church 
there, depending on who my friends were. The 
neighbourhoods, I don’t thing have changed that 
much, although there are a lot more rooms for 
roomers or tourists. 

GWYNETH: Because they cater to the skiers in the winter 
and the hikers in the summer. 

TINA: Yes.  
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GWYNETH: Oh, that sounds wonderful.  Did you find a 
photo? 

TINA: No. 

GWYNETH: No, you didn’t.  How did you find the Samaritan 
Club? 

TINA: Now we’re getting to the Samaritan Club. Joan 
Newton, who was Joan Rennie, got me into the 
Samaritan Club. 

GWYNETH: Did you have to be invited in? In those days? 

TINA: It was very formal in those days. 

GWYNETH: Yes, I can understand that. It was, I think, but 
maybe I’m wrong, I think a lot of the clubs have 
people who had a bit of finances as well, 
because lots of times you were required to 
contribute. I think of Mrs. Woods and her 
beginning. 

TINA: Yes, it was like that. Mothers, daughters, 
friends of friends.  

GWYNETH: And did you have to have a couple of letters of 
reference, as well? 

TINA: I didn’t produce any but maybe they made an 
exception. 

GWYNETH: Were you a rebel? 

TINA: They needed two to nominate you to join. And I 
can’t remember who the other one was.  I don’t 
know if June Tye had joined before me, or not. 

GWYNETH: They had to have those letters then and still 
do. 

TINA: Do you? 

GWYNETH: We’re a little more casual, I think … 

TINA: A way more casual.  

GWYNETH: But I had to write two this year for girls who 
were joining. But that is one thing they still 
do. 

TINA: Yeah. 

TINA: I think I did one sale in Draperies. 
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GWYNETH: Oh, now you’ve been in Objects d’Art now for a 
lot of years now, have you? 

TINA: Oh, well, yes I have. After Pearl [Florendine] 
had set it up, I think I was the next one. 

GWYNETH: So Pearl set that department up? Do you remember 
when that was?  

TINA: No, I don’t. She was still Active. 

GWYNETH: Well, she was still Active, right up until I 
joined and a few years after. So you were in 
charge of that department, in the beginning? 

TINA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: Are you still? 

TINA: Well, we’re all in charge. We’ve got our little 
corners now and we can do it so quickly. At 
least we think we’re doing it quickly. 

GWYNETH: But that’s wonderful. So that were some of your 
experiences. 

TINA: Well, my first sale, was in the grandstand at 
the Stampede Grounds.  

GWYNETH: Oh, really? 

TINA: And at that time, they had helpers. Men were 
helping, loading and unloading and the whole 
thing. And all of a sudden, the head fellow came 
up to me. It turns out to be one of the wardens. 
He said that there was a lady there that was 
making the men very nervous and that they were 
going to walk out. 

GWYNETH: Oh, dear. 

TINA: Pearl. 

GWYNETH: She was a little sergeant major. 

TINA: She was wonderful. 

GWYNETH: Oh, she was, but she was a little sergeant 
major. 

TINA: Yes she was. So, they were from the jail. Now, 
all of a sudden, I was hearing jail, so tears 
would come to my eyes. So then he’s consoling me 
[laughter] and I looked off in the corner and a 
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couple of the guys were standing there. So 
anyway, they stayed and did their work. It 
really was funny. 

GWYNETH: Oh, that is a story. 

TINA: It was funny and then, I did one, where are the 
animals, down there? 

GWYNETH: Is it Big Four? 

TINA: Oh, maybe it was Big Four, we were at. 

GWYNETH: Could have been, rather than the grandstand. 

TINA: I think so. Yeah. 

GWYNETH: And the other was… Oh, what was it called? 

TINA: They had a couple of them in there. That was a 
smelly place to be in. 

GWYNETH: That was the one that Barb mentioned. I wonder 
if she named it. Anyway, I know what you are 
talking about. She said the same, that all the 
cattle that were in there.  

TINA: Oh, it stunk. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. Did you ever work on Family Assistance? 

TINA: No, I didn’t work on Family Assistance. I was 
Secretary. I did a lot of the sales. 

GWYNETH: Oh, did you run the sales then? 

TINA: Well, not all of them. 

GWYNETH: No, no, but you did run some of the sales? 

TINA: Oh yes, those two that I mentioned, that’s what 
I’ve run. I did about three. 

GWYNETH: Okay, that’s great. Did you have help in those 
days or was it just you? 

TINA: No, we sort of designated… 

GWYNETH: You had department heads or people in charge of 
certain areas? 

TINA: Sort of. 

GWYNETH: It was a little looser. 
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TINA: Everybody cooperated.  

GWYNETH: When I came in, there were having them at some 
church or something. A church hall. And it was 
so crowded, you could hardly walk around. 

TINA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: Remember when it grew a little sort of bigger?  

TINA: Yeah.  

GWYNETH: And I don’t know if that was then, but I think 
it was, the arts and crafts.  The Artists’ 
Showcase.  And then we tried it downtown. 

TINA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And that didn’t work. People were uncomfortable 
trying to find parking downtown. 

TINA: Yeah. 

GWYNETH: And then we went to Hillhurst Sunnyside. And it 
has proved to be a good spot. 

TINA: Oh, yeah. It is. 

GWYNETH: Now you’ve told us about some of the members of 
the club, but you can tell me about any others, 
if you’d like. And then about serving on 
committees, you were a Secretary and you were a 
President. And then you ran the rummage sale. 
You were a busy lady. They only get good ones 
like you. You need to know how to direct traffic 
and be in charge. You really do. 

TINA: I was in Shoes, I was in Children’s. I pretty 
well…, what other things, Men’s I believe. But 
that was short lived, thank God.  

GWYNETH: Did you have the Chrysanthemum teas? 

TINA: The Chrysanthemum Teas. I have a picture. They 
were wonderful. But you know, everything was 
formal, at that time. Always a new member would 
be escorted around to meet all the Honourary 
Members. 

GWYNETH: Oh, how nice.  

GWYNETH: I know you’ve worked on Executive and 
Committees. 



 Page 9 

 

TINA: Yes. Plus I believe it was three years. You had 
to be ten years Active and then you could 
Honourary. It would take a year or two to become 
an Active. 

GWYNETH: You didn’t just automatically join and go 
active? 

TINA: No.  

GWYNETH: That makes sense, too. That makes sense because 
then it means that Honourary has something 
special when you turn Honourary. Because right 
now, it’s just that you get that red pin.  Tell 
me about the pins. When did the pins change? 

TINA: That was after I was President. And it happened 
about three years after that, or four years 
after that. 

GWYNETH: Okay, so that would be about 1980, certainly. 

TINA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: Well, maybe not, because we don’t know for sure 
when you were President. 

TINA: We used to give gifts. 

GWYNETH: Yes, when Barbara Hay came in as President in 
’78, they gave her a pen that was engraved or 
something. And she was the one who said that she 
thought the pin, you know, every President would 
get a pin. And so, she had a girl from ACAD, you 
know, the Alberta College of Art, design it. And 
then they sent out a letter to the Past 
Presidents who weren’t included in this, you 
know, because it came later, and asked if any of 
them wanted a pin. And many of them did. She 
said there were at least 15 people that were 
Past Presidents that wanted one. 

TINA: I think I got one. It had an H on it for 
Honourary. 

GWYNETH: Okay. 

TINA: And then, I think Pearl gave out some pins. 

GWYNETH: Well, I know she gave us the little bells.  

TINA: Mine fell apart. 



 Page 10 

 

GWYNETH: Oh, did it? Oh, shoot. I keep forgetting to wear 
mine, but I’ve got it. Anyway. So the pins came 
in. Before that it was gifts. So the 
Chrysanthemum Tea, you said was wonderful and it 
was formal. And I do like that suggestion. We 
don’t have a tea like that but we could so 
something else and introduce new members. 
Because I think it’s a bit flat, sometimes, when 
you join. 

TINA: Well, this was every time we met. 

GWYNETH: Oh. Oh. 

TINA: Any new member, whether it was a rummage sale or 
the tea or whatever. 

GWYNETH: Well, we’ll incorporate it, somehow. And what 
has changed at the Samaritan Club? This may take 
you a while. [laughter] 

TINA: Well, it’s become more informal. It’s very 
casual. 

GWYNETH: I know I tried when I was Pres, just to wonder 
around and talk. 

TINA: Well, you did. 

GWYNETH: You know, going to talk to people. But the girls 
made a point of it this year, of going around. 
And Chris is our new President.  Well the last 
two have been quite good, but those little 
courtesies go a long way. 

TINA: They do. They definitely do. 

GWYNETH: I had a question, I wanted to ask you about 
casinos. 

TINA: I’ve never gone to one. I haven’t gone to any of 
them. 

GWYNETH: Were you okay with them raising money that way? 

TINA: Oh sure, it doesn’t bother me as long as I 
didn’t have to go to them at night. 

GWYNETH: I know. That’s fine. And what did you enjoy 
about the club or not enjoy? 

TINA: Well, I enjoyed the fact that it wasn’t a social 
club. It’s not a social club. 
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GWYNETH: Yes. 

TINA: And that was one of the reasons that I joined 
the Samaritan Club.  

GWYNETH: That’s an interesting point because, I think you 
are absolutely right. People join with the idea 
of doing things. And I think the big thing for 
the members are the sales, twice a year. And 
that’s why we really like them to come, 
especially the new members, because other than 
that, we do have the golf now in August. 
Carstairs, I think they’ve hosted us the last 
four years as a charity.  

TINA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And then the games day, which is coming up, 
November 7, when you can play bridge and have 
lunch or you can play mahjong and have lunch. 
You know, whatever, those kinds of things. And 
those are to be the fun things.  

TINA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: Why do you think we haven’t had as much 
publicity as some of the other clubs? We often 
get called Samaritan’s Purse or Good Samaritan. 
And I say, no, we are the Samaritan Club of 
Calgary. We’ve been going for over a hundred 
years. 

TINA: I think probably the name puts people off. You 
know, Good Samaritan. Who knows? 

GWYNETH: You know, we did have publicity when we gave the 
van to Meals on Wheels. Rick McIvor came and 
somebody said, “Why don’t you get the Mayor to 
come?” Well, you have to have kind of a reason. 
There was an interview, done, but people don’t 
pick up on it because we do good deeds, very 
quietly. We really do. 

TINA: And I think that’s a good thing. I really do. 

GWYNETH: So maybe we don’t need to worry about publicity? 

TINA: I don’t think so. I have been approached as an 
Active, President, whatever, at rummage sales by 
the general public about how they could join. 

GWYNETH: You know the only thing I can think of is that 
if they are potential, they’re really 
interested, then I would say, alert somebody 
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who’s an Active. And any one of us could have 
them come and hear about our history and what we 
hope to do and what we do.  

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And then they have to work a sale. That’s 
mandatory and always has been, I think. And come 
to a meeting and see how democratic the process 
is and how much money we give away, gladly. 

TINA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And I think that would be really meaningful. And 
then, that would mean that everybody around that 
table, there’s 25 Actives at the moment. Any two 
of them could say, “Well, we’ll take you to 
lunch and find out what your background is and 
what your interests are” and then you could slot 
them in where we think they would be of use to 
us.   

TINA: But I would like to go back to that 
Chrysanthemum Tea. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

TINA: Now, I can’t remember if it was Artist Showcase 
or the Chrysanthemum Tea, but we used to present 
arrangements. 

GWYNETH: It was the Chrysanthemum Tea, because I read 
about it. And you think there are enough people 
who do gardening and stuff, because it was from 
their own gardens, I gather. 

TINA: Well, mine wasn’t. I think you could purchase 
them. 

GWYNETH: Okay, and then what? I know they were judged, I 
know that. Our big silver bowl has names on it 
from the winners. 

TINA: Yes. And the year that I put mine in, I didn’t 
get my name on it, but everybody came and asked 
me, and I could have been on there. It was kind 
of interesting, but I was not about to do it. 
So, it was fun. I had a seascape behind me. 
Because we showed them with the pictures as 
well. 

GWYNETH: Pictures from? 

TINA: Pictures, they were hanging. 
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GWYNETH: But were they for sale? Or just to add… 

TINA: I believe they could have been for sale. 

GWYNETH: How interesting. 

TINA: But you’d have to check that. And so, the 
seascape, I did a shell with three big things 
coming out of it. 

GWYNETH: Sea creatures or flowers. 

TINA: They were… 

GWYNETH: It could have been a flower. 

TINA: They were flowers but also a cactus. So anyway, 
that’s what we did. 

GWYNETH: Now, and that was just a nice tea with only your 
members? 

TINA: No, public. 

GWYNETH: Oh, the public came. Oh? 

TINA: It was a money raiser. 

GWYNETH: Was it? You know the silver bowl is a bit of a 
problem because we don’t know… Like I kept it 
when I was Pres and I handed it on to the next 
Pres but we don’t often use it. We did have the 
flowers put in it. Or, if we had a tea, we used 
it. At Christmas, Joan Popowich made it all kind 
of nice with roses and greenery, but that’s sort 
of, our only tangible asset.  Other than that, 
it’s finances in the bank.  You know, we don’t 
have a specific item, except for the silver 
bowl. 

TINA: That’s it? You don’t have the gavel?  

GWYNETH: The gavel goes with the President. Without a 
doubt. Yes. You’re right. 

TINA: And I think that’s about all we passed down. 

GWYNETH: We’ll solve that one. What would you like 
present and future Calgarians to know about the 
Samaritan Club? 

TINA: Well, I think whatever we’ve been telling them 
in the past is adequate. 
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GWYNETH: Just carry on. 

TINA: I think so. I think too much advertising, I 
don’t think we need that. 

GWYNETH: No? 

TINA: The people ask, “What do you do?” and I say “Any 
money that we raise, we give back to the 
community.” 

GWYNETH: Oh, amen to that one. I am amazed, we can fire 
off a couple of thousand, three thousand, five 
thousand dollars in a meeting. Now I know that 
the family assistance is run very differently 
because you’re probably of the era where you 
delivered the groceries to the family and we 
don’t do that anymore. 

TINA: Oh, you don’t? 

GWYNETH: No, we don’t. It comes through the social 
worker. It’s decided by the committee. 
Sometimes, it’s just a phone call and they can 
decide that people need food right now. And then 
they go to Co-op and we have the Co-op cards. 
Co-op is very good. And so all we stipulate is 
no booze, no cigarettes. It has to be food. And 
when Lloyd passed away, people were very 
generous and I gave the donations to the 
Samaritan Club and I designated it for bus 
passes because we have several people from 
crisis centre, drop-in centre, you name it, 
those types of charities. And they said that was 
one of their biggest problems. And so, we set 
that up. And it’s Boys and Girls Club, Avenue 
15, Inn from the Cold. We got a lovely letter 
from Inn from the Cold. They said it made such a 
difference. So we felt, as a family, that we 
felt good about that.  

TINA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: And it isn’t very high profile, if you know what 
I mean, but it does something good. 

TINA: Yes, it does.  

GWYNETH: So, anyway, I think we’ve covered the water.  

TINA: Mm hmm 

GWYNETH: Thank you.  
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