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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with June Tye by Gwyneth Gillette on 
August 21, 2015. 

GWYNETH: [Do you have some pictures of the Samaritan 
Club?] 

JUNE: I have several pictures from the last four or 
five years but I don’t know where [to find] any 
before that. 

GWYNETH: [Did you have a job before you joined the 
Samaritan Club?] 

JUNE: I’m going to brag a bit here. Isobel McNaughton 
was head of Home Economics in Winnipeg. I went 
there as my first professional job. Ahead of me 
was an older woman who was getting married, 
strangely enough. Then there was another girl 
who came in. She was ten years older than I was 
but for some reason she was just coming in. They 
offered me the head dietitian job and I phoned 
my father and said “Do you think I should take 
it?” I said, “One of these others are going to 
be in here and I’m not sure if I want to work 
with them.” He said, “Go for it.” And then 
Isobel from the University called me and I was 
on a first-name basis with her right from the 
beginning. I don’t know why because I was just a 
twenty-one year old kid. And she said, “June, I 
think you’re too young. I think you should 
wait.” And I said what my father said. And she 
said, “You do what you want to do.” So that’s 
how I got started. She thought that I was just 
too young and I should wait. But maybe, the job 
wouldn’t come open again. But my dad said, go 
ahead and try for it. And it worked out for a 
while until I decided that I should go back 
home. 
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GWYNETH: But he had faith that you could do it. He had 
probably seen you with leadership abilities, 
too. 

JUNE: He probably did. I came from a pretty big 
family.  

GWYNETH: Do you remember when you joined the Samaritan 
Club? Tina [van Helden] and I joined about the 
same time. I don’t know who her sponsor was. 

GWYNETH: But Alice [Love] was yours? 

JUNE: Yes. Alice, she’s a great girl. 

GWYNETH: You know, we still do that. We have a sponsor 
and we have them write a letter about the person 
we’re thinking having join and ask them what 
their interests and educational background are. 
There are lots of areas in the club and you 
don’t want to slot them in somewhere they don’t 
want to be. 

GWYNETH: [When did you start selling the lottery 
tickets?] 

JUNE: Oh, yes, [we worked] the casinos, too. We used 
to go down to the Stampede grounds. I think we 
volunteered for that. I don’t think it was 
compulsory. 

GWYNETH: The lottery tickets were for Mrs. Florendine. 
The lottery tickets, that’s right. 

JUNE: Yes, Pearl Florendine was at the stage where she 
thought that she was going to have to put a safe 
in the basement of their house in the cement 
because she was leaving with a lot of money 
[from the sale of the lottery tickets]. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

JUNE: In charity terms, it was a lot of money. I can’t 
remember exactly what it was. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

JUNE: I remember I was Treasurer for two years. I went 
one year and then I had to go a second year with 
Mary Tynan. I had an assistant for the second 
year. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 
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JUNE: And we were in the same boat. We had all this 
money coming in after a Sale. We always did have 
those Sales. 

GWYNETH: Yes, they’ve been part of the history [of the 
club]. And the lottery tickets? What were they? 

JUNE: That was a separate thing than the Stampede, I 
think.  

GWYNETH: The casino? 

JUNE: I never got too much involved in [organizing the 
casino.]  I think they had to have a name, so 
they were approved I’m not sure about that. 

GWYNETH: And be a registered charity, probably. 

JUNE: Well, we’ve always been that.  

GWYNETH: I know some of our members don’t really approve 
of the casino but it is one of our financial 
[supports]. 

JUNE: We had the same thing in our day because the 
casino was real gambling as far as some of the 
[members] are concerned. 

GWYNETH: Yes, that’s true. 

JUNE: But we hoped it was going for the great causes. 

GWYNETH: Well, you were an Active member, if you were a 
Treasurer. 

JUNE: Oh, yes, I was on the Executive. I ran the show, 
I was President. I was the Treasurer and I ran 
two of the Supersales. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

JUNE: And that was early in my game there, when I 
first started. Gosh, I had only been a member 
for a couple of years when I was into running 
the Supersales, as we called it eventually. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

JUNE: That was quite a chore because I didn’t know a 
lot of the women. 

GWYNETH: Yes, it would be. 
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JUNE: I guess they must have run out of opportunities. 
They never had volunteers there. They just 
phoned up and said… 

GWYNETH: “You’ve got a job.” Well, you must have had some 
good leadership qualities, I would think. 

JUNE: Well, I don’t know about that. I think everybody 
has when you are put into the job. You work and 
do it. 

GWYNETH: You try and do your best. So you ran two of 
those for two years.  Good for you. 

JUNE: Yes, in my case I did two of them.  

GWYNETH: Oh, April and September. 

JUNE: At one time they were done separately and you 
did one.  I did one, but in my case, somebody 
didn’t want a turn. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

JUNE: Pearl Florendine was an amazing woman. Do you 
know her? 

GWYNETH: Yes, yes. She’s been the longest Active that 
we’ve ever had. Over 50 years, an Active. 

JUNE: Mary Rowe, too, has been there for a long time. 

GWYNETH: Yes. But Mary wasn’t in the Active end as long 
as Pearl because when I joined, Pearl was Active 
and Mary never was at that time. 

JUNE: Yes, she was, when I was there. Of course, I 
would be a latecomer, compared to Pearl. 

GWYNETH: And both of them are characters in their own 
right. Pearl was very strong. 

JUNE: She certainly was. Personally, when I was 
Treasurer, we seemed to have to know her because 
we had all this money coming in. At least, it 
was a lot to us, at that time. I think you’ve 
way surpassed that by now. 

GWYNETH: Maybe so, but the Sale was a big fundraiser for 
the Samaritan Club for a long time. So what 
would be big money? Can you remember the 
amounts? 
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JUNE: Well, $30,000. Somewhere in there. I don’t know 
whether I want to be quoted on that because I’m 
not sure. 

GWYNETH: No. Did you enjoy the Sales when you were 
working them? 

JUNE: Not particularly. It was an anxious time, in a 
way, hoping that everything was going to go 
well.  

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

JUNE: And getting the personnel. We had a truck 
coming, you know. Bill, [June’s husband] and 
another friend did the car parking. The car 
parking was quite a thing, to get somebody to do 
the parking and so I think Bill and Tommy did it 
for quite a while. [ten years] Anyway, it did 
help a lot on the Saturday morning to have those 
cars all organized. 

GWYNETH: Where were the Sales held? 

JUNE: Well, the first one, I think it was in a church 
basement. There was an awful lot of stuff. I can 
remember being in the Shoe Department for my 
first Sale. I guess everybody starts in the 
shoes. 

GWYNETH: It’s enough to make you want to quit. 

JUNE: Exactly. Dirty old shoes and you had to be sure 
that they were tied together in pairs. We had a 
table, not bigger than this, just loaded with 
shoes. How they were ever going to find a shoe 
to fit them, I don’t know.   

GWYNETH: [laughter] 

JUNE: At one point the Sale was in a hockey area near 
the Big Four Building at the Stampede Grounds. 
Tina Van Helden and I went into [the Samaritans] 
about the same time. I wanted to phone her today 
to say “When did we join?” because I think it 
was a few months apart. 

GWYNETH: Those are all good memories. When I joined, they 
had the Sale in a community hall. It was so 
crowded and so then we searched for a new place 
and we found the Hillhurst Sunnyside [Community 
Association.] It’s been super. It really has. 

JUNE: It’s been great.  
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GWYNETH: Were there other special events? 

JUNE: There were little things. We used to give milk 
to families. That was one of the first charities 
that we did. 

GWYNETH: Was that the Louise Dean School? 

JUNE: No, it was delivered directly to families and 
the bill came directly from the dairy. 

GWYNETH: And was this under the umbrella of Family 
Assistance?  

JUNE: It may have been but I don’t think we had Family 
Assistance at the time. It was just the milk. 
Everybody knew that we gave milk. I don’t know 
what qualifications [the clients] had to have. I 
don’t remember but it was important to some 
families.  Some families, we helped in one way, 
I think it was called Family Service or 
something and then when the Sales came up, the 
person in charge of the [Family Service] would 
take a family around and they could chose some 
things that they needed.. I don’t what 
limitations they had, but they could choose 
things that they needed. 

GWYNETH: That’s interesting because I don’t remember 
anybody telling me that story or that you 
delivered milk to their homes. 

JUNE: That was quite a big thing. I guess we sent them 
tickets for the milk or something. I know the 
bill went from the dairy [to the Samaritan 
Club]. 

GWYNETH: Yes. I was just wondering how you heard about 
the family. Was it just somebody said, “I know a 
family that needs help?” 

JUNE: I think so, it was more that way. It was 
important for some families. Then all of a 
sudden, they quit it. For some reason, it was 
dropped. Maybe the families that they were 
helping didn’t need it anymore. There would 
always be a list. I think my daughter reminded 
me of that, but I certainly remember it. Gosh, 
I’m trying to remember how it was delivered.  

GWYNETH: You got extra and you took it…? 

JUNE: No, it was delivered to the families to their 
door. 
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GWYNETH: Oh, was it? Did you belong to the club when 
Family Assistance delivered food to the 
families? 

JUNE: Just for Christmas. That’s all I remember are 
the Christmas baskets.  I think they had a time 
when members met somewhere and filled the 
baskets. I don’t remember doing it personally, 
but I am quite sure that was how it was done. 

GWYNETH: Yes. One of the grocery stores used to do that. 
We’d go and fill all the baskets and then 
various Samaritans would fan out and deliver 
them. It was that kind of system. It’s just 
interesting about the milk, because we still 
give milk to the Louise Dean School, which is 
for the school for unwed mothers. 

JUNE: Oh, I wasn’t involved. That’s quite a different 
thing. 

GWYNETH: Was there anything you particularly enjoyed 
about the Samaritan Club? 

JUNE: Well, the friendship but there wasn’t time for 
firm friendships. At least, I didn’t find that. 
You got involved in a job and often you had an 
assistant because they were going to follow you 
and so you might get to know them a little bit. 
I knew Tina [van Helden]. I was at her first 
wedding. And I knew Alice [Love] very well. 
There were certain people that you knew, off-
campus, so to speak. 

GWYNETH: Yes, that’s true. Sometimes you’re close while 
the sales are on and everybody goes their 
separate ways. 

JUNE: So I don’t find that I made any particular 
friends. I like to see somebody and have a 
little hello.  Jean Toole and I knew each other 
in university. I met her during Rush period at 
university. I went into the Samaritan Club long 
before Jean, which is surprising because Jean’s 
family is an old [Calgary] family and the 
Samaritan Club seems to have the old families. 

GWYNETH: Is that right? Kind of a hereditary thing? We’ve 
only got one that we know of. 

JUNE: Joanne Manning. The Manning family was pretty 
big here. Jean Toole’s family, too.  

GWYNETH: And Barb Ashley? 
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JUNE: No, I don’t remember her. 

GWYNETH: Anyway, we have her daughter in now and my 
daughter has joined, too.  

GWYNETH: I don’t remember her. I don’t recognize many of 
the new members because we wintered in Arizona 
for thirty or forty years.  

GWYNETH: Lucky you. 

JUNE: Yes, I’ve had a wonderful life, thanks to Bill. 

GWYNETH: I did ask you about the Executive. 

JUNE: I was Assistant Treasurer and then Treasurer. 
And I know I did a double turn there because I 
think the Rotary came in there and took whoever 
should have been next. 

GWYNETH: About the Sales, what did you find in the bags 
and boxes when you collected thrift? 

JUNE: Oh, gosh, everything. 

GWYNETH: I know.  

JUNE: And it was all in box one time, sometimes. It 
wasn’t sorted. 

GWYNETH: So it hasn’t changed, June. It’s the same. 

JUNE: I’m afraid that we haven’t be able to 
[volunteer] for the past two Sales. I have an 
arthritic shoulder at 88 years old and Bill 
broke his leg. We had quite a few problems in 
the past few years. That’s why we’re living 
here. Do you know Mary Phibbs? 

GWYNETH: I’m supposed to interview Mary. She works in the 
picture frame department.  Her son lives in New 
York and published a book, I think. 

JUNE: Mary has always gone into the pictures and she’s 
just great. Mary must be my age. 

GWYNETH: Wonderful age. Good for you guys. You look 
great. The customers, what did you find about 
them. Did you find that some of them, you would 
have two bits on something and they would want 
it for ten cents? 

GWYNETH: That would be old time. I don’t think anything 
is that price anymore, even at the Sale.  
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GWYNETH: We did put our prices up two years back. 

JUNE: I know, one of the times when I was the on the 
Sale, I suggested that we offer bags for $1.00 
at the end of the Sale. You know, $1.00 for 
everything in the bag. It didn’t work too well. 

GWYNETH: You know, we still will do that, at the end of 
the day. Not every department will do that but 
if the customer can fill a bag, whatever they 
cram in, they will get for a dollar or they’ll 
go half price. And some people will hoard their 
little pile of things until 12:30 or whatever or 
1:30, whenever the half-price starts and they’ll 
go and get their stuff. 

JUNE: The customers? 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

JUNE: Well, that’s interesting. I know to start with, 
that didn’t go over. We used to bring our 
teenagers in to help with the sale and Janice 
informed me of that. She said, “Mom, it doesn’t 
work.” 

GWYNETH: You know, they are still thrashing that idea 
around, though, so if you were the beginning of 
that, that’s interesting. 

JUNE: I don’t know if there was somebody ahead of me 
who thought of that… 

GWYNETH: Well, it was a good suggestion. It was. What 
were the biggest changes that you’ve seen over 
the years? 

JUNE: I don’t really know. The Sales are all very 
similar. They have their departments. They have 
a Treasurer at each one. I don’t know who had 
that idea, but it was a good one. A Treasurer at 
each department. 

GWYNETH: How did they do it before, if they didn’t have a 
Treasurer? 

JUNE: They had a Treasurer for the Sale but not for 
each individual department. I mean, they weren’t 
called that. They had their tray and they had 
their change and they had the women going around 
and collecting the extra money, so it would be 
more secure. We had all those things when I was 
there.  
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GWYNETH: I think that’s a good system. What would you 
change if you could change anything? 

JUNE: Oh, gosh. I don’t think I would change anything. 
I think it’s been very successful all these 
years and I don’t think that anything I would 
suggest would make any improvements at all. I 
think the old folks still enjoy being members, 
even if we can’t participate that much.  

GWYNETH: Did you go to the tea last year? 

JUNE: Yes. 

GWYNETH: That seemed to be enjoyed by a lot. 

JUNE: I think the luncheons…. I’m not sure about the 
tea. I was at a luncheon. Bill and I are away a 
lot. 

GWYNETH: It was, I think in February. 

JUNE: I can’t remember. We were just out to Victoria 
for a couple of weeks. We sold our home down 
south. 

GWYNETH: Oh? 

JUNE: [My husband] is Mr. Samaritan. 

GWYNETH: Sounds like he’s had a lot of activity with the 
Samaritan Club. 

JUNE: He thinks it’s a great club. 

GWYNETH: That’s good. That’s good. At the time that you 
belonged, June, did you have to do the two 
sales? That was one of your commitments. If you 
were on the Executive, and the Active part of 
the Executive, there would be what, 25 members 
and you had to attend and or you had to let the 
President know if you couldn’t come? 

JUNE: No, I don’t remember that. It was just a guess 
who was going to be there.  

GWYNETH: Oh, was it? We are a little more firm on that 
one now, because you have to have a quorum in 
order to vote and pass things. 

JUNE: I find it’s much more formal, now. 

GWYNETH: Oh? 
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JUNE: And in some ways, better organized. I think we 
were a little more slap dash. 

GWYNETH: Maybe, at a certain time, too, it was more 
social, except for your two sales. 

JUNE: Mm. 

GWYNETH: I don’t know that for sure. 

JUNE: No, I was not one who walked around at the Sales 
and talked to everybody. The latter years, 
perhaps I did a little more of that because I 
hadn’t seen the people because we’d been away so 
much. 

GWYNETH: Right. 

JUNE: Every winter we were away. Most of our 
neighbours, it seemed, were Samaritans, from up 
on Hillcrest [Avenue], where we lived. 

GWYNETH: Is that right? 

JUNE: Just about everybody on the block was a 
Samaritan. 

GWYNETH: Yes, you get one buddy and then you want them 
all to join, don’t you? What would you like 
Calgarians, in the next five to ten years to 
know about the Samaritan Club? 

JUNE: Gosh, that’s hard. I guess we don’t have that 
much publicity. A lot of people don’t know we 
exist, but I don’t know how you overcome that. I 
just don’t know. I guess the competition has 
been the Junior League but it doesn’t do quite 
the same things. I think they are more social, 
perhaps. One of [their members] was with me at 
lunch today, and I told her that we were doing 
this [interview] and I think she got a little 
miffed.  

GWYNETH: They’ll probably start one in a little while. I 
belonged to Junior League. 

JUNE: I have a sister who is in the Junior League, but 
she hasn’t been very active in the last while. 
They’ve being going to California as long as we 
have been going south.  She’s a golfer so that 
takes a lot of her time. 
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GWYNETH: The thing that I’ve found, in the Samaritan Club 
is that it’s an easy club for a busy mother to 
belong to. 

JUNE: The Samaritans are strictly Calgary which is an 
attraction to some people. You know that I 
appreciated being taken back after I resigned. 
That was unique because I was the only one who 
did that. [laughter] I don’t think anybody else 
had ever resigned.  

GWYNETH: And you resigned because you were going to 
Ireland? 

JUNE: To Ireland. We didn’t know how long we were 
going to be gone or what our plans would be. I 
thought that it wouldn't be fair. I could send 
in an annual contribution of fees but that would 
be it. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

JUNE: So I thought I better resign and I did. When I 
came back Elaine Kernahan ran into Bill at the 
bank and said, “What’s wrong with her? Where is 
she?” [laughter] So Elaine… 

GWYNETH: Got you back in. I can see they would have 
missed an opportunity if they didn’t have you as 
a member. Is there anything else you would like 
to say? 

JUNE: Well just looking through [my notes]. The safe 
in the basement in Pearl’s basement [for the 
lottery money]: I think I was a little concerned 
about it when there was talk that we should put 
a safe in. It never happened anyway. 

GWYNETH: She put it in the mattress, instead. [laughter] 

JUNE: I can remember coming home from the hotel and 
Bill was with me. I had this sack. I had a rough 
idea…. I think we roughly counted it up. This is 
years ago. 

GWYNETH: I know, but isn’t that something. Thousands of 
dollars and walking down the street with it.  

JUNE: [laughter] Just about. 

GWYNETH: Oh, dear. Well, that’s a good story, the lottery 
one.  
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JUNE: I think it must have been [discussed] at a 
meeting because it was quite a vital thing to 
dig up somebody’s basement to put the lottery 
money in. 

GWYNETH: Yes, it would be, to put the lottery money in. 

JUNE: I remember secretly being very annoyed with the 
Rotarians because it seemed like every time we 
had a Sale, Mary Tynan had to go work at the 
Rotary’s sale. And even in the Casinos, they 
were running at the Stampede, they were trying 
to expand. I thought that at least she should 
have some loyalty to the club. 

GWYNETH: I just loved talking to you and hearing you’re 
stories. It’s lovely. I do appreciate your 
sharing them. 

JUNE: I don’t know if they are any help to anyone. We 
[June and Bill] are old time Samaritans. 

GWYNETH: Well, I shouldn’t take any more of your time. 

JUNE: Thank you for coming. I don’t know if it’s been 
any help but it’s been fun to be able to 
remember a few things and I bet you had some 
good interesting comments from others. 

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 

 

  


