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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Mary Phibbs by Gwyneth Gillette on 
September 3, 2015. 

GWYNETH: I am starting to interview Mary Phibbs, who has 
been a member of the Samaritan Club since 1959.  

MARY: Yes. 

GWYNETH: This [picture] is your son now? Is this the one 
who’s in New York? 

MARY: There he is. But he is the one who was in the 
paper a month ago. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

MARY: He was interviewed and I think that it was in a 
publication for Singapore Airlines. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

MARY: And they said to him, “Why do you do so much 
charity work?” And he said, “My mom always did 
at the Samaritan Club.” He said, “Even as a 
little boy, I remember sorting hangers down at a 
big building and helping.” And he said, “That’s 
how I started.” 

GWYNETH: Isn’t that interesting? 

MARY: He was about four when he started. And then, our 
daughter, the middle one, Chris, and the 
President’s daughter, Carrie Robb, used to come 
down when they were teenagers and help to 
unpack. 

GWYNETH: Oh, isn’t that interesting. 

MARY: So my kids were involved… 

GWYNETH: Right from the beginning. 

MARY: Our son, Richard, does so much charity work and 
I think the Samaritan Club should get some of 
the credit. 
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GWYNETH: Now, he wrote some books. I know that you told 
me when they were published.   

MARY: But anyway, I thought that was an interesting 
thing, about the kids. 

GWYNETH: Indeed.  

MARY: Now he does so much. This current book, all the 
proceeds are going for indigenous kids. For 
scholarships, schooling and also for animal 
protection. He’s on the board of directors of 
the New York City S.P.C.A. or whatever it is. 

GWYNETH: Have you always lived in Calgary? 

MARY: No. I arrived as a bride in 1953, right out of 
the University of Western Ontario. I was from 
Kamloops but went to school, both in Vancouver 
as well as in London, Ontario.   

GWYNETH: So you grew up in Kamloops. 

MARY: Kamloops. Yes. 

GWYNETH: And took all your schooling there? 

MARY: I did.  

GWYNETH: And did you have a church affiliation? 

MARY: Yes, Knox. It was a Presbyterian Church, but in 
Calgary, I have been a member of Knox United and 
have been for many years. 

GWYNETH: And your grade schooling? 

MARY: Yes, up to Grade 12 was in Kamloops. 

GWYNETH: And then you went to U.B.C. and then Western? 

MARY: Yes. 

GWYNETH: What did you study? 

MARY: Arts.  I have a B.A. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. Okay. 

MARY: I couldn’t find a picture of Carrie Robb and 
Chris Phibbs, but they had their picture taken 
for something to do with advertising for the 
Samaritan Club, when they were helping sort 
rummage. I can’t find that picture. 
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GWYNETH: But you know, maybe you gave it to us when we 
celebrated the 100th because we did a special 
album at that time and we did put out a request 
to people for pictures and maybe it is in there. 

MARY: They were two teenage girls around thirteen or 
fourteen and I think Carrie’s mom may have been 
President at the time. 

GWYNETH: Is that right? And did you work after you got 
your B.A.? 

MARY: I worked as an Executive Assistant for Ed 
Galvin. 

GWYNETH: But even if you worked, that was interesting 
because in that era, not very many moms worked. 

MARY: Just for two years. My career was very short. 

GWYNETH: And he was the antiques dealer? 

MARY: No, he was in oil. Ed Galvin.  I think he gave 
seven million or so to the Calgary Foundation.  

GWYNETH: He could well have. They’ve given a lot. 

MARY: I think he did it in honour of his wife. He’s 
been a great supporter. He’s dead, now. 

GWYNETH: Yes. How did you hear about the Samaritan Club? 

MARY: Well, from friends. Actually, Marion McMillan, 
Mary Harvie and Mary Love were all very keen 
members and so they said, “Oh, come on. You’ve 
got to join us.” 

GWYNETH: What made you think it was a worthwhile 
volunteer position? 

MARY: Oh, yes.  I loved their aim, to help local 
people and individuals rather than groups, 
although they do group work now, I understand 
with sending kids to camp and such. But they do 
a lot of individual help and I think that is so 
important. 

GWYNETH: Yes, and local. 

MARY: Local and for the person who needs it. 

GWYNETH: That’s a very good point. And were Mary Love and 
Mary Harvie and Marion McMillan your sponsors? 
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MARY: Well, they were all members, so I guess they 
sponsored me. 

GWYNETH: You know, there was that little bit in the 
bylaws. You had to have somebody sponsor you.  

GWYNETH: What were some of your experiences that you 
remember particularly? 

MARY: I worked in the basement of the Cathedral 
Church. I think that’s one of the first places I 
worked doing rummage. You know, the Cathedral 
Church of the Redeemer way downtown. 

MARY: And that was a pretty dark place. And I remember 
a very round looking woman, we had to really 
watch her because when she left, she was always 
rounder than when she came in.  

GWYNETH: Yes, I know.  

MARY: It was rather a dark place. Unfortunately in 
those years, we didn’t have an Objects d’Art.  I 
think of the things… I think of one sterling 
silver dresser set. It was only a three piece 
set, mirror, comb and brush and I think it went 
out with the stuff.  

GWYNETH: Oh? 

MARY: It was a Birks set and I should have rescued it, 
but it didn’t dawn on me. 

GWYNETH: No, you probably had one on your own dresser. 

MARY: That was my mother’s. But you see, there was no 
segregation of the departments because there 
wasn’t room. 

GWYNETH: Somebody did tell me that. Everything was in one 
area. 

MARY: They tried to do it in areas. I think I started 
in Children’s Wear and we tried to sort things. 
Florence Stott. I worked with her. I remember 
once I was supposed to put the coffee on and we 
had huge urns. Kay Stollery wasn’t there yet, so 
I thought I would put hot water in it.  It 
didn’t work. 

GWYNETH: Oh? 

MARY: You had to put cold water in the urns. I really 
did enjoy working there.  I don't know how long 
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I worked in Children’s but then I worked in 
Men’s for a couple of years. For the last about 
30 years, I’ve been in the Art Department. 

GWYNETH: I know. 

MARY: Which I really enjoyed. And over the years, some 
of the girls have come and gone. 

GWYNETH: Have you served on any committees or been on the 
executive. 

MARY: Oh, yes, once I was. I was the Recording 
Secretary.  But what I didn’t like was that in 
those years, members had to sell lottery tickets 
or tickets for a stole and I did not like doing 
that. 

GWYNETH: No. 

MARY: So I thought I would work hard for the club, but 
I do not like selling tickets. 

GWYNETH: What were those tickets?  

MARY: The first ones were for a fur stole. I remember 
one gal that did complain bitterly about the 
ticket, finally did and then won the stole. 

GWYNETH: Oh, she won it?  Wouldn’t you know it?  

MARY: I didn’t want to do that. 

GWYNETH: Apparently it was a huge fundraiser, somebody 
told me. She was treasurer at the time. 

MARY: Well, then she would know.  

GWYNETH: She said she had this bag of money and she was 
concerned about carrying it.  Pearl Florendine 
was involved in that, too. 

MARY: Oh, yes, Pearl was there forever. She was so 
marvelous.  

GWYNETH: She was a 50 year active member. 

MARY: I believe it. 

GWYNETH: Yeah. And I don’t know whether she started the 
lottery or whether she was just very active in 
setting it up. 
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MARY: She was really a sales person. I wasn’t happy 
with that. I was quite embarrassed to ask 
people. 

GWYNETH: Yes. Well, we have people who won’t work the 
casinos because of their philosophical beliefs. 

MARY: Well, that’s fine. To each, his own. 

GWYNETH: That’s right, exactly. And there’s always 
someone else who will. It’s just nice that the 
club allows you to pick and choose. 

MARY: Oh, yes. And that was the only thing that ever 
bothered me and I always enjoyed working with 
the women. I found that everybody was most 
helpful. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

MARY: Very rarely was anybody cranky. 

GWYNETH: Not even at the sales, eh? 

MARY: No. 

GWYNETH: Because we do get reports, now, that people get 
a little short with our customers. 

MARY: No, I find that generally people are very 
positive and I find that with the little kids 
that come to our department, we’ll always bend 
over backwards to make sure that they are 
welcome. 

GWYNETH: You’ve got a nice group in that department. 

MARY: Yes. It seems to be contagious. 

GWYNETH: Yes, if one is polite, and nice, then somebody 
else was, too. 

MARY: The only thing we do not like dealers. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes, they come and buy all the good stuff. 

MARY: If it’s a dealer, we’re certainly not going to 
cut any price. 

GWYNETH: No, because a sale is a sale. 

MARY: The only time, is if someone is very smart, I 
will say, “We do this work for charity and we’re 
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not making money so we put prices that we feel 
are available for everybody.” 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

MARY: I’ll say, “I worked Thursday night, Friday and 
Saturday and if you want to take my item for 
fifty cents instead of a dollar, what do you 
think about that?” 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

MARY: We’re doing this to help people in need. And 
most people who come to us are very pleasant. 

GWYNETH: Now, were you in on the planning of any special 
events? 

MARY: Oh, yes. I worked on the Chrysanthemum Tea. And 
I also did a fashion show. It was held at the 
Auditorium.  

GWYNETH: Oh, that’s interesting. 

MARY: It might have been part of the tea. We might 
have changed facilities. The Chrysanthemum Tea 
was a family affair. It was because this woman 
offered the facilities. We would go out to the 
forest, to a nursery. 

GWYNETH: Yes, someone else said that. They couldn’t 
remember the name of the nursery. 

MARY: It was out east. 

GWYNETH: Yes, that was what she said, out in the south 
east, somewhere.  

MARY: It was Terrill’s Greenhouses. It was because a 
member of the Samaritan Club was a member of the 
family. 

GWYNETH: It’s often like that. 

MARY: We had it there for a quite a few years, but 
then it became very difficult. I think that’s 
why we moved to the Auditorium.  

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

MARY: But I remember I was in charge of the fashion 
show, there. 

GWYNETH: And who supplied the clothing? 
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MARY: That I can’t remember. I do remember her name 
was Pat Ride. And she slipped when she was 
coming down a small step. 

GWYNETH: Oh, dear. 

MARY: And I remember, anyway, we wore some wigs. I 
wore a wig. Some firm [donated them.] 

GWYNETH: I bet it was probably a pretty classy wig. 

MARY: Yes, they were nice wigs. They weren’t a 
pantomime type wig. 

GWYNETH: No, no. 

MARY: We did that and I remember that I cooked a lot 
of spare ribs and packaged them and they were 
sold in the baking. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

MARY: When we had a bake sale. 

GWYNETH: And you made spareribs. 

MARY: Yes, I remember doing that. I worked with Lois 
Seamen. She’s been dead a long time. 

GWYNETH: I know that name. You know when Food and Drug or 
whatever they call it, stepped in and then we 
had to quit… 

MARY: Yes, it changed. 

GWYNETH: It was too bad, because it gave a homey 
atmosphere. 

MARY: Yes, and also the Chrysanthemum Tea was such an 
event that people came and they dressed up.  And 
the tables were always lovely, you know, the tea 
tables. There were people who poured tea. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

MARY: It was very posh. 

GWYNETH: Well, the silver bowl that we still use at the 
AGM with flowers in it, that was from the 
Chrysanthemum Tea and some of the ladies names 
were on there. They won a prize. 

MARY: Isn’t that interesting?  
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GWYNETH: And when you get the bowl to look after, as 
President… I had it… the silver polish comes 
with it. 

GWYNETH: You were on committees, for sure… 

MARY: Oh, yes. The Actives. 

GWYNETH: And did you have 25 to 30? 

MARY: I would think so. I would think maximum because 
if they could be in a home, there would be 
probably 20 to 25. I wouldn’t think that it 
would go up to 30. 

GWYNETH: No and we very rarely have 30. 

MARY: I don’t think we had all the [membership 
catagories], you know like Supporting Members 
and Honourary Members and so forth. There 
weren’t those member. 

GWYNETH: No. 

MARY: There were just probably the nucleus. 

MARY: I haven’t made any changes since I became 
Honourary because I still will do what I can. 

GWYNETH: Yes, and you do. 

MARY: I did want you to know about the feeling about 
the children working. Many of us brought kids 
then. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm 

MARY: Of course, we weren’t working outside our homes 
and so you would bring your kids down to help 
and I think that was a really good lesson for 
them, to realize that there were people who were 
in need. 

GWYNETH: Well, and you know we still do that but 
sometimes they are older kids and not little 
tiny ones because my grandchildren worked in 
Children’s Wear and it was partly because they 
liked to shop after. 

MARY: Oh, it’s great. 

GWYNETH: And my son would bring his truck and he often 
would deliver the stuff that had accumulated in 
my garage. 
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MARY: [laughter] I think that’s great. I remember the 
little ones who were crawling around the floor 
with the hangers and the boxes and so forth. 

GWYNETH: Yes, those were tiny, wee children, for sure. 
And what departments did you work in. You said 
you were in Children’s? 

MARY: And Men’s Wear and Objects D’Art. I even helped 
in the Kitchen Department with Kay Stollery. I 
worked with her.  

MARY: We had one funny thing that happened. Pictures 
can be very dirty because often that’s the type 
of thing you would leave in a garage and there 
would be dust and dirt. We would go well 
equipped with cleaner and paper towels. The one 
funny thing that happened was one day when I was 
busy cleaning and dusting. It was an oil 
painting of a person. I had just finished 
dusting it and I think it said Sandra underneath 
it. I was putting it aside and a woman came by 
and she said “I’m Sandra. That’s my portrait.” 

GWYNETH: Oh! Isn’t that spooky little situation. 

MARY: I said, “Please take it.” 

GWYNETH: Oh, did you? Bless your heart and did she. Was 
she an older woman?  

MARY: No. 

GWYNETH: Had she ever been a Samaritan? 

MARY: No. And I don’t know why she was there? 

GWYNETH: Or why it was donated?  

MARY: Who was cross with whom?  

GWYNETH: Isn’t that interesting? 

MARY: That was the only really strange thing. 

GWYNETH: Yes, it was. 

MARY: I tried to get Nancy Klim on the phone because 
she told me a story and I wanted to make sure it 
was true. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 
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MARY: About her family. This didn’t happen to her, I 
don’t think. This happened to her mother. 

GWYNETH: Mm? 

MARY: They were sitting a dinner table one night and 
they were visiting and they had guests and were 
talking and so forth and the hostess said, “Oh, 
by the way, dear. You know those two urns that 
have been sitting in the garage for ten years? 
I’ve given them to the Samaritan Club.” And the 
man dropped his fork and said “Well, that’s Aunt 
Patricia and Uncle Fred. You better get them 
back!” [laughter] And I think that’s a true 
story. 

GWYNETH: That’s a wonderful story. [laughter] 

MARY: Isn’t that funny? 

GWYNETH: Yes, it’s hilarious. Well, it pays to scatter 
all the ashes, don’t you think? [laughter] 

MARY: So, I don’t know if the urns were returned. I 
wanted to verify that story but I couldn’t get 
Nancy on the phone.  

GWYNETH: Can you remember amounts of money earned? 

MARY: You mean, what our totals were? Yes, we’ve done 
very well. I think the amounts of money are 
increasing every year. I think $38,000. 

GWYNETH: That’s right, last year. I wondered, in years 
past, what would be a good year for you. 

MARY: Oh, I see. I couldn’t really say. We just know 
that it keeps getting better. Sometimes, in our 
Department, we are really scrounging. Sometimes, 
when all we get are frames, it’s very sparse and 
we can’t ask for more. But we do try and we are 
fortunate that they are several girls that are 
quite knowledgeable. The rest of us are good 
cleaners.[laughter] 

GWYNETH: I always am amazed how you keep that tidy and 
neat. 

MARY: We really do try because it’s very difficult. 
It’s fortunate because we can help young artists 
and so we give a group rate if we know if 
there’s a student.  We try to help them with 
frames or glass or matting. 
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GWYNETH: Oh, yes? 

MARY: We try to make sure that they will get some 
materials that will help them. 

GWYNETH: Oh, that’s very nice. 

MARY: We all do that. 

GWYNETH: Well, Shirley [Goodfellow] is an artist. 

MARY: Oh, yes. And Anna Marie, I never remember her 
last name, she’s lovely and she’s worked in 
galleries and she’s a tremendous asset. 

MARY: We’ve had trouble with clips and hangers and 
we’ve had trouble some time if the tin has been 
misplaced or if someone has left town and we 
didn’t get them.  And then one of our poor 
members rushes out to east Calgary to find these 
clips. But generally, they don’t deliver our big 
boards quickly enough. 

GWYNETH: When I was in charge of the [storage] garage, 
that was one of the things that we said, “Keep 
the bags and the display boards at the front. 
Don’t put them in the back.” But that was 
invariable where they got put. 

MARY: Of course, because they’re large. But we’re 
going to have those problems. You’ve just got to 
work around them. You’ve just got to decide…. 
People will come by and just plop things down on 
top but we don’t get our knickers in a knot too 
often.  

GWYNETH: Sometimes you get a box in your department that 
has one thing in the top that was for your 
department and the rest is for someone else. I 
was surprised to hear Samaritans say “I never go 
through stuff people give me.” My goodness, I do 
that on a regular basis and sort it. Because 
there is nothing worse than getting everything 
from Men’s Wear to adult ski boots. 

MARY: Yes, I try to sort the stuff myself. 

GWYNETH: Well, we all have our own little quirks. 

MARY: I’ve always had very positive feelings. 

GWYNETH: And the customers are generally polite, nice. 

MARY: Yes, they are. 
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GWYNETH: Yes. And I think you’re right. What did you 
enjoy about the club or not enjoy about the 
club? 

MARY: I enjoyed working with the women. I always 
enjoyed reading where our money is directed. 
Especially when I know that it is for some 
family that was needy. And that makes me feel 
like my work is worthwhile. 

GWYNETH: Not in vain. 

MARY: Yes, and I think that some of the girls who give 
me rummage, it’s pretty nice rummage. Some of 
them even come down and buy a few things. 

GWYNETH: Do they? 

MARY: I have one who’s unbelievable. She and her 
daughter always come down. 

GWYNETH: People are born shoppers, Mary. 

MARY: I’ve really felt that it was worthwhile. They 
fill such an important spot and I’m delighted to 
think that the [Calgary] Foundation had really 
acknowledged that. 

GWYNETH: And it’s helped us because these little 
recorders are wonderful.  

MARY: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: What would you like Calgarians in the next five 
or ten years to know about the Samaritan Club? 

MARY: Well, more about the individual gifts that are 
given because many people feel, as I do, that 
it’s the small things that really make an impact 
and I know that the Club is referred to if 
people are in need. 

MARY: I know in the early days, people would get their 
husbands to pick up rummage and I remember one 
time, somebody also had book club and she left 
all the lovely books out on her back step. I 
guess she didn’t put any rummage out, so all 
these brand new books ended up in the sale. 
[laughter] 

GWYNETH: Now Mary, thank you for doing this interview.  
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