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Side 1 – 47:30 

[00:00:08] RE: This is Robert Erickson, Bob Erickson. Today we're going to interview Dianne Loranger. I'm 

at her residence in the beautiful Redwater, what do they call it? Mansion, 9229 16th Street Southwest 

and I haven't seen Dianne for a long, long time. So, I'm looking forward to this visit. Let us stop there and 

just check this. Tell me a little bit about your background. 

 DL: Are you recording now?  

RE: Yes. 

DL: Well, I grew up in Ontario. Mind you I'm not an Ontarian. I was born in Edmonton, back in the 

Paleozoic. I spent my first four or five years in school in Ontario and Hudson, then I moved to Red Lake, 

Ontario, a mining town, and went to high school there. And when I was there I was able to snag a 

Leonard Fellowship which took me through my years at University of Manitoba. I got my Bachelor's 

Degree there and picked up some extra credits. 

RE: Was that in geology? 

DL: That was geology primarily. 

RE: Why did you do into geology? 

DL: Because I grew up in a mining town and I've always like rocks, so, I mean when I was a little kid of 

about two years of age, I went down to the seashore in England and I’d pick up all the rocks, and when 

my mother went to unpack her trunk there were rocks in every corner. She didn't quite appreciate that, 

but you know ... that came naturally. A long-time interest, yup. And after that I had these extra credits 

and I thought I would pick up another degree, but I sort of got itchy feet about it then. So, I thought I 

would, I had a nice job offer from Dell Standard, which I couldn't take because I still had to finish off the 

year. And I came out to work for Royalite, or Imperial, if you were in the field crews, you were Royalite, 

if you worked in the office you were Imperial. So, at first, I was Imperial and as usual, you know, you get 

jewel jobs to start with, so all of a sudden, I find all these old records going back 20 or 25 years on all the 

oil wells that had been drilled and all the drilling that had not come to any particular good end.  

I had to record all these in the biggest ledger I have ever seen. So, I got all through that and then they 

said, well we want to do Turner Valley. So, I looked at Turner Valley and of course what happened was I 

came across a well that had three different interpretations. And I didn't feel qualified to decide which 

one was right, so, I thought, well the thing to do was to design a little card, you know about a three by 

five card or some such dimension, put all the information on that and that will limit how much 
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interpretation you have to put in. When the manager saw that he decided that I better start going out in 

the field and learning some interesting things. 

 RE: Who was the manager? 

DL: Wilf Stuckey, he'd been in South America and I don't know where he went to. He just sort of 

disappeared as time went on. He was the manager of our office. We worked in the old Examiner 

building on 8th Avenue, yes, just around the corner from the liquor store if I recall. The reason I know 

that is because Jonesy, the head scout, in fact, I think Imperial's only Scout, the first three days I was 

there, he approached me and said, do you have a liquor license? I said, no. I didn't have a liquor license, 

I never thought of it. He said, oh I'll buy you one. So once a month whenever the quota was available, he 

would go over there with me and we would buy a bottle, so he could use it to get information from 

other scouts. Simple math method.  

Anyway, while I was there, I went out to look at rigs, up in Wildcat Hills, went into the pub in Cochrane, 

had my first beer and all this stuff. Now, I was learning how to be a geologist, you realize. And then Bill 

West came along, Bill had had all this experience in South America. And he was a big athletic fellow and 

he decided he was going to really give me a real tryout. So, we went out this day, we went out around 

Sheep Creek around Turner Valley, and I carried the rod and I'd hold it up, and this that and the other. 

And we walked, and we walked, and we walked uphill and down dale.  And we wandered so far from the 

car that, of course we had to walk back to it, and then he got lost coming home. And now it is about 6 

o'clock in the evening, we had lunch about 11 because we were hungry because we'd start at seven. And 

all we had for lunch was, he had an orange left over, no, he had a can of sardines left over and I had an 

orange. And so, we split them. There's nothing that is less filling than half an orange and half a can of 

sardines. And he drove around, and finally, found a ranch house and he said, oh that's good, they’re just 

setting up for supper. They'll invite us in. Well, they came to the door when he knocked and said he was 

lost, he wanted to find the road back to so and so and they told him, he could smell all this marvelous 

food. Oh, it was devastating, and they never invited us in it. He was so mad about that and also being a 

big fellow, he was hungry. I was hungry too, but we got in about nine or ten o'clock that night. 

The next morning, I could hardly move. We had walked over 20 miles, I know. I could hardly move I was 

so stiff, but, and I used to walk to work from The Y because I lived at the old YW. And I managed to get 

to work, I was five minutes late because I couldn't move the limbs any faster. Bill never showed up and 

the boys gave him the worst time. Oh, they really lit into him on that one.  

Gap in tape 

[00:07:56] DL: This of course happened back in those gay old days in 1943. I had just graduated so I 

came right out to Calgary.  

Gap in tape 

After this little introduction to field work, I was sent down to Pester -  Aubrey Kerr, in Taber, and we had 

a great little office there. It was just above a drugstore and because of the prevailing westerlies, the 

whole building, certainly the top, was slanted over towards the east. So, we were very careful to pile all 

our boxes of core from the five rigs we were supposed to be looking after, on the west side so the 

building wouldn't collapse while we were in it.  
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Gap in tape 

[00:09:28] We had a marvelous little arrangement there. This is where we had to wash and well, collect 

and wash the samples from all five rigs. And we had a great lab setup. We had ... I think it was six muffin 

tins, and we would wash the samples and put them in the muffin tins and put them out on the little back 

porch to dry. You see, we had invented solar heating. And we worked there for, I think was all it was all 

that summer, and we really envied the people that worked for Cal Standard because they had one 

person per rig and whenever the rig was in between jobs or moving or whatever, or being tested, the 

geologists could come into town and take a few days off. Furthermore, they even had showers in their 

camp. And where we were staying in Taber, none of these great amenities were available. 

[00:10:34] DL: This was the summer of 1944.  

Gap in tape 

While I was in Taber, I found myself working every day of the week. But I had Sunday afternoons off, so, 

I would walk along the mud flats and out across the prairie looking for rattlesnakes. I have no idea what I 

would have done if I'd found one, but one day I happened to come up against, I found this molted skin 

on the ground and I jumped about three feet in the air and four feet backwards. So, I think I would have 

been even in better form if it had been a real rattler. 

Gap in tape 

[00:14:31] DL: That ended that summer and then I guess it was about September, I came back to 

Calgary, and got immediately transferred to Moose Jaw, working with the good Dr. Sproule. And the 

good Dr. Sproule was setting up a micro-paleo lab in Moose Jaw, because he had five failing rigs, 1500 

footers, out doing core holes, and the samples would come in from the rigs and be processed in the lab 

there. And I was to learn what there was about the (???) that we were studying and finding those 

horizons, which we could map, that would tell us what the structure was at depth. And once this was set 

up nicely, Gordon Beard hired a, rented I should say, a printer's office in Kerrobert. So, I moved out to 

Kerrobert to take care of the lab.  

And we had some rather delicious fun, because it was a printer’s office, and there were all these 

marvelous printed up signs like smallpox, chicken pox, and all this stuff. And one of our drillers had a 

trailer, and it was his custom to sleep in in the mornings, because he worked late hours. And we decided 

one day just to liven things up. So, we took three of these signs and put them, or four of the signs, and 

put them on all sides of his trailer and you sat back and waited to see what happened. Well, he was 

accustomed to the rest of his crew coming and waking him up and maybe they'd have a beer or maybe 

they'd often go have lunch and then have a beer, but they didn't come near because of these signs. And 

about three in the afternoon he got a little perturbed. So, he got himself dressed and ready and went 

into, went into town, because he was sort of, I guess it was the playing field or the lot that you played 

softball on and that's where he had his trailer. So, it came into the built-up part of town, and went 

around and found the rest of his crew and they didn't want anything to do with him because they 

thought he had smallpox and he was a little annoyed because they were so standoffish. And then of 

course the whole thing came out that it was just a joke. But it was not a joke because somebody 

reported it to the Saskatoon paper and we saw the next day, there was a little paragraph on the front 

page saying there was a smallpox epidemic in Kerrobert. Four signs, that's what did it. 
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[00:17:37] DL: Well, one day Ernie Shaw came out. He had just been hired and so he came out there to 

find out what we were doing. And as long as we were working on this reservation that we had, was fine, 

but eventually we finished that, and then we didn't have any work for the crews to do, so we moved 

down to, not Maple Creek, but Leader. And so, this was kind of fun because, by this time I had a 

companion on the office, Marjorie Wilson. Marjorie and I lived in this trailer which I had bought from 

somebody who had a trailer. It was a 29 Nash Engine with twin ignition that I never did figure out how it 

worked, but Marjorie knew how to drive so that was all right. And the tires were completely bald and 

when they, there was once when one went flat, and we managed to stuff it with straw and stuff because 

we couldn't find any farmer's son around to help us, so we had to help ourselves. We stuffed it with 

straw and we limped into the first service station. Couldn't buy tires in those days, being wartime, so, 

they patched it up somehow and we would manage to get around the country that way. But this trip 

from Leader, down to Leader was rather interesting because Marjorie said, well, how are we going to 

move our van, and I said, oh that's easy, she said, what do you mean it's easy? I said, well just watch me.  

So, I phoned the telephone operator, because the telephone operators in Saskatchewan in those days 

knew everything about everybody, and I said to her, do you know if there's a road crew moving south 

along such and such a highway between here and Leader? And she said, oh, yes, there's a crew coming 

down from Scott. They'll be passing your way about 6:00 in the morning. I said, well fine, thank you very 

much, you've been very helpful. So, I said to Marjorie, we get up at five, we go get our car, and we park 

it right in the middle of the highway, and we drive down the middle of the highway and she said, you're 

supposed to drive on the right. I said, no, we're going to drive right down the middle. If it stalls nobody 

could get by on the either side. So of course, time went on, by mid-morning, we were stalled and the 

poor little Italian engineer who was in charge of moving this crew, and a very nice chap, he came along 

and said, are you having trouble girls? We said, oh, yes, we are, we don't quite know what's wrong. My 

solution to curing most of its ills, was, I mean every so often the rad would boil over and I always kept a 

great big tea kettle of water by my feet, and I'd just get out and pour it in. Well, pouring water in didn't 

help this time. We didn't know what was wrong. And so, it turned out it was an electrical problem, 

which he fixed and which we thanked him for.  

And he went back, you know, and Marge says, we'll pull over and let them go by us at the next 

intersection. I said, no way, we're going to stay right in the middle of the road. We stayed in the middle 

of the road, and something else happened to the car, it stalled and so he came beetling up and this time, 

a very hot spot, three in the afternoon. The poor guy he is really, he's supposed to move all this 

equipment by a certain time and here these two dumb females just being so nice and so awkward at the 

same time.  So, he goes back to his truck, and he comes back, and he had a bottle of wine. He said, 

would you like to have a drink? We said, oh no, thanks, we're very pious, pure know. And so he drank his 

bottle of wine while he fixed up the car. The poor man needed a little encouragement you see. And so 

that was fine. And then we came to the ferry and, okay, I'm driving, so I get on the ferry and of course, 

I'm not going to turn the ignition off because I don't know whether it'll ever start again, you know.  I 

have it turned off, well, I'm going to leave it on, and then the fellow who runs the ferry, said, turn that 

off. And I said, but you know, it's going to be a problem. Turn it off! So I said, okay, I turned it off, and 

sure enough he had to get a start pump. He came up off the ferry and there's a nice sandy, real nice 

sandy hill. You know nice curve in it, nice little switchback idea.  

Well, I didn't know whether we could get up or not, but I tried, and the car did it, much to my surprise. 

And we wound up in Leader. And the people in Leader, I forget what they called the place before, but 

because of the war the name had been changed from Little Berlin or whatever it was to Leader, and they 

didn't much like this. And there was a Mountie stationed there who was just a young kid, just out of 
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Regina. And he was so delighted to find somebody who would talk to him because in that town he was 

absolutely ignored. I mean, okay in the cafe, the waitress would take his order but that was it, you know, 

no conversation with anybody. He was so delighted to have us there and he played tennis, there was a 

tennis court. So, we used to play tennis with him. And when we left he had tears in his eyes, poor kid, 

but we found the people there were not very happy with us. We'd go into the drugstore and we'd ask 

for a tube of Ipana, and it's marked 39 cents. So, we get 40 cents out and we'd put it down. And he said 

oh, I want some more. It's marked 40, that's Mark 39 cents, I've given you for 40. Oh no, but to you, it's 

59. This is kind of a wipeout, you know, rip off. And this went on in every area. 

And there was a nice, oh for example, Marge I had this awful old horse trailer type thing, and if we could 

have had it down ... but there was little river that ran through there, and there were trees and it was a 

lovely place. But they wouldn't let us park there. We had to park in the skating rink, lot. Which meant 

that when we set up our shower, it was very hard to get hot water here, so we used to swipe one of the 

company trucks which of course, it had gas, we didn't have enough gas for our car, our vehicle, but we 

could get the company truck. We'd drive down there, get a couple of tubs of water, put them out in the 

sun all day, let them get warm, and then because we didn't trust the fellows exactly, we got an old 

greasy tarp and we hung it up with a bit of wire for a frame. And we used to go and hide behind that 

wearing our bathing suits and have our showers. We were very proper. 

[00:24:41] RE: [inaudible question] 

DL: Well, what happened in this town was, we were so ... everybody was teed off with his town one way 

or another.  So, they made enough money off us already because they were even willing to put in a strip 

of pavement in front of their City Hall, Town Hall. So, they laid this sidewalk, and the office, someone 

said, you know, they're laying a sidewalk in front of the City hall here. Oh, isn't that nice, in front of the 

Town Hall? Yeah, how long is it?  Oh, it's almost a block long. Well isn't that nice. Nobody said anything 

else. And the next morning when I came in, Jimmy Williams, who is still in Calgary and he's tied in with 

the Co-op these days, he does a lot of work for Co-op. But Jimmy Williams was there, he was one of our 

students, and he was very annoyed with me because he had written a rather nasty poem and had 

scratched it into this concrete. I didn't know about it, so, I came along, and I made my little comments 

on top of his. And I ruined his composition. So, he wouldn't speak to me for ages, he was annoyed. 

[00:26:15] DL: I'll follow it up with???. Well that brings me up to about 1945. Now it happened that our 

leases in Saskatchewan were not renewed. So, Imperial had nothing to work on there in the way of land 

holdings. So, we moved into Hardesty, in north central, Alberta, and we had a field office there. This was 

a rather interesting time because Chuck Bealey and a couple of other people had just been hired just out 

of university, they were geophysical students. They were to operate a new type of tool that would give a 

tracing which would show rock formations at depth. In other words, this is the beginning of how they 

were using these, this type of measurement to measure rock densities and compositions. So 

unfortunately, the first model that came out was sent up from our parent company in Tulsa. The first 

model that came up here, the pin on it had to be operated by hand. So, whenever we got a tracing, with 

a bunch of jiggles in it, like a rather bad heart trace, we would accuse the operator Chuck of being 

somewhat intoxicated because this tracing was so weird. It was basically an electrical auger, yeah. But 

this was the very first ones they had, and they were weird. 

RE: [inaudible question] 
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DL: Yes, I think it probably was. Then (???) had decided to set up a micro-paleo lab in Calgary. So, I was 

transferred in to work with that, set it up and train staff and so forth. And we stayed well, I guess it's 

Bankers Hall now, it used to be Picardie’s. Well, we were above Picardie’s when we first came. And 

Johnny Wall, who now is with the Canadian Survey, he went out to Hardesty to take my place. We got 

ourselves just nicely organized above Picardie’s and then the company needed more space, because 

we're getting more staff, and Jack Webb was now manager and he managed to get us the old Navy 

barracks opposite the old Eaton’s on 7th Ave and 3rd Street Southwest.  And we had the joy of watching 

the first Zellers store being built there, because they kept drilling down to, and excavating, to get a 

basement set up, and there was so much water coming in all the time, it didn't look like Zellers would 

have anything but a swimming pool there. But eventually they managed to seal it off, and so they got 

their first store. 

And about this time Leduc had just come in, and the day after it came in we had the first jar of oil in the 

lab, and it was real sweet smelling, it was just lovely. So much better than Turner Valley it was beautiful. 

Now it happened that Imperial was expanding its research facilities, so they set up a lab in Manchester., 

and this was... as soon as it was built we moved from the Navy barracks out to Manchester and had 

geochemical, geophysical, and paleontological research in the same building. Jim Young was heading 

that up. 

[00:30:25] RE: [inaudible question]  

DL: Oh, yes. It's only the last three or four years, I think that they've set up a new lab over at the ... 

RE: [incomprehensible question] 

DL: I haven't been up there. (Gap) Because it really expanded in all directions.  

Long gap in tape 

[00:35:39] RE: [incomprehensible question] 

DL: The name, yeah, I know of him, I don't... I mean I never had much to do with him.  

Long gap in tape 

[00:40:41] RE: So, you came back then, and ... 

Gap in tape 

DL: I'm not sure I got that on all the time. No with ... once a field was identified as being a field, the 

people who were interested in developing the reserves were the ones that took over. I mean, my role 

has always been just exploration. And of course, eventually I got so steamed about this idea of 

environments that I conned the company into letting me go down to work in Tulsa for a while because 

they had a big lab there.  

RE: That was Carter? 
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DL: That was Carter. And I came back, and I started trying to do it here, but what really held that up was 

everything had to be done by, had to be all this (???) had to be done by a computer operator, and it was 

very laborious. Now if we'd had a computer then it would have been duck soup. And so, and the 

company, well Imperial is rather conservative company, or at least it was then. And they didn't like the 

idea of something that was sort of partly science, partly mass, partly paleo, you know, it was, it was a bit 

confusing. I didn't think so. I thought it was very straightforward. But they just didn't want to get into it, 

so they didn't. But I thought it was, it was really a tool that would have done so much good for us 

because, you know, you could map these bug horizons and you could tell what the water conditions 

have been like, how close to shore, what the currents were like, and all this. And you could more or less 

visualize the environment. And so therefore you could tell where the reefs were likely to grow. 

 [00:44:58] RE: [incomprehensible question] 

DL: Right. 

RE: High energy, low energy. 

DL: No, they I think they missed the boat a bit on that. But it was because the technology to handle 

these numbers was not available then. That was the worst drawback, because we didn't have spare 

comp operators here. They had down in Carter. It would take six weeks to do a bunch of information, 

maybe 30 wells. And that was too slow. 

RE: I know the computer [incomprehensible]. 

 DL: I know, I was rather disappointed in that because I think that we could have done an awful lot 

better in sort of picking areas which were reef prone and which had the right conditions for the 

maturation of the organic matter, you know, even when I was working in Saskatchewan, we were doing 

core drilling down in the South, Leader, and the cores would come in, and they had come out of a 

faulted zone and I looked the little bugs that came out under the microscope, you know, and they were 

all metamorphose. So, I made some noises about this and I found some little triangular ones were 

squashed down to a different shape and all this. So, I made big hoopty-da about that. Then when I came 

back into Alberta, I started drawing maps showing where all the zonation of the alteration, how much 

alteration varied from one place to another, certainly it was going to vary towards the mountains, and 

around Sweetgrass Arch you have, this shows up very nicely. But it would also show up in like, if you had 

drilled a well and you drilled through a faulted zone, we could tell immediately just where you were in 

the fault, because above the fault there was certain kind of a little beast growing or living at one time, 

and below the fault you'd pick up another zone that was miles ahead or below the other one. So, you 

could tell exactly where you were.  Well that... 

Side 2- 27:07 

DL: So laborious, it takes time. So, after we moved out to Manchester, we'd still been pushing this idea, 

but it wasn't tremendously well received. But some of the geophysicists and geochemists picked up the 

idea and they thought, well here you are trying to find out if the color of the fossil means anything, and 

you haven't been able to figure out whether it's a pressure change or a time change or just why the 

thing is, instead of being, say white, it's brown, dark brown or it might be lighter brown. But the point is 
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you can tell the difference visually and there was ... we never could quite figure out the difference 

caused by temperature or by pressure, there was no real solution. 

RE: What year was this? 

DL: 1955 and even in '56/'57, I still couldn't think of a way to tell a difference, I mean I could draw all 

maps based on the color of these bugs on any horizon anywhere in western Canada, and there's about 

50 bugs zones, you see, very useful. But I couldn't say, well now this is the result of pressure or this is 

the result of being buried over a long period of time. So, the geochemists got busy on it and they worked 

out a number of things they could do with it. And so they could also relate that to the composition of 

petroleum. So that was an interesting bit of fun. And it rather pleases me that, occasionally I looked at 

technical magazines, and I find that someone has discovered this in the last year or so. I'm amused. 

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: Right. The real fun was doing something for the first time because there were no books to help you, 

you had to sort of scratch your head and say well now ... 

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: Well, as long as I was, when I was first in Manchester, I really enjoyed it because I was building new 

equipment, I was training new staff, and gee, I mean I was always running off to Peace River or 

Edmonton or Regina, taking a bunch of stuff over from a project and all this. And then the odd field 

party would go out and get some samples and bring them in, it was busy all the time and it was great 

fun. And then it got to be routine and that's why I went overseas because I was finished with it. 

RE: Me too [incomprehensible] 

DL: Well good for you. Well you know, if you don't have a challenge ...  

RE: It's just routine.  

DL: Well, I'm not good at routine. 

RE: After Australia ... [incomprehensible] 

DL: Well Imperial was very conservative. They seemed to be almost backward in some areas. Some areas 

they were really right on top of it, but it just depended, like I think in geophysics they were great. They 

had good crews and geochemistry was good, but paleo just sort of dragged its heels. And good old Dr. 

Crickbee, he was a real traditionalist. In fact, when I started telling him that I could count?? bugs and tell 

him where their environments were, he just about tore my head off. I mean, he just didn't believe it. But 

eventually, you know, he got to be one of my best supporters. But he had to be, he had to work it out 

for himself that there was something, you know. He'd never have a use for these little bugs. I had no use 

for the big ones. And so, we got along fine. I looked after the lab and if there was a problem, like we 

needed maybe more staff or something, well he'd step in. But mostly he kept to himself and I just sort of 

steered other people around him and that was great. 
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RE: He was a highly respected guy I guess? [incomprehensible] 

DL: Well, when he first came to the company, he was a real crusty character. But you know, when you 

got to know him and you realized that he had that sort of bluff appearance, and people ... I've seen 

people in the company, they'd give a paper and a talk, maybe it was a routine talk of a report they had 

just finished. And he would stand up to say something and, poor guy who'd given the paper, he was just 

wilting because he was so scared that Crick was going to cut him to ribbons, because Crick did not suffer 

fools gladly, and if you made a mistake in logic, he'd rip your shirt off. You know, I mean, he just never 

realized just how vicious his tongue was. Well, he never tried anything on me. I don't know why, maybe 

he was too scared to, but we got along quite well.  

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: I don't know. I sure have respect for him. 

[00:06:08] RE: [incomprehensible] A giant in his area? 

DL: Well, I sort of thought, as far as he was concerned, my job was to make sure that all of the little 

stupid things about running a lab or interviewing employees or prospective employees, all these time 

wasters, he could ignore those, I'd take care of them. 

RE: Did you work for ???? 

DL: He was the head of the Paleo Department until he retired. 

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: No, I'd left and set up my own paleo services by then. 

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: Yes, well not much to say really. I set up my own group. I bought my first microscope for $25. Big 

deal. Used my kitchen table, that's how I started, out of the house. Then I rebuilt the basement, so I 

could have a secretary down there and some kind of a printing machine and typewriter, and we’d do 

work there. And I rented an office over in the Colonnade and had staff over there.  

The Colonnade is on 17th Avenue and about 33rd, 35th Street, somewhere in there on the south side. 

Yeah south side. And when things were busy we had up to 30 people, either full time or part time, you 

know, like a part-time accountant counted as one but although he was only there from time to time, you 

know. That was going nicely and then I got some work to do down east, so I was sort of, I didn't have 

staff for down east. So, I had to go down there, and I had something that I was doing here, so I was 

working there and here at the same time.  

This is kind of interesting because I had to zip across the country every six weeks and pick up the 

strands. And I was lucky, my mother came and looked after the house for me, so I didn't have to worry 

about that and I hired people. I'd hire people from the States, and pick them up here, I'd sign the forms 

to get them into the country and then they'd turn around and work for somebody else. So, I got stood 
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up a couple of times by the University of Toronto's staff or students. I took kind of a dim view of that 

because then I either had to do all the work myself, which meant working long hours, and since I was 

working out of the government building there I had to ... I could only work from about nine till four then 

I was turfed out. So, I did all my mic work in the daytime and my wrapping and reports of night. I worked 

rather hard. I got off about 30 odd reports that way. And ... 

RE: So you were doing [incomprehensible]? 

DL: They go hand-in-hand for me. But it was a little, it was a bit of a strain. Not much time for golf I can 

tell you that. I kept the company going for about 17-18 years and then when I came here, I just killed it. 

About time I thought. 

RE: This was ??? few years ago? 

DL: Yeah. 

Gap in tape 

[00:10:55] DL: Well, I don't do much anymore, but once in a while a friend of mine or friends of mine 

downtown say, oh, they're in a little bit of a bind, could I look at something for them? I say, oh sure. 

What time do you want me to pick you up? Okay, I'll grab a cab and come down and look at your 

material for you and tell you what, I think that's it. This is just fun. 

RE: [incomprehensible] One of the last ??? I did, ??? Karl Olsen out of Spokane.  

DL: Oh, he's still around is her? I lost touch with him. 

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: Oh I'll have to write him a note. 

RE: [incomprehensible] ... Fine guy. His wife died. I have a daughter in Spokane [incomprehensible]. I 

think ??? Karl honorary membership in the CSPG ??? because he started German ??? the newsletter... 

DL: He took over from Workman. 

RE: No, it was the other way around. 

DL: Was it? 

RE: Workman took over for him. Karl went to Bill Abbott with an idea, and after a few years, he took 

over. It became a newsletter to the German [incomprehensible]. We haven't talked about the CSPG ???. 

DL: Well I guess this is going back about '55 or '56. I had just moved into my house in Spruce Cliff. I didn't 

even have chairs. And I had been trying to foster or sponsor or encourage people to have a paleontology 

group. And so, they didn't have a place to meet, so, I said, well you can use my place. I don't have any 

chairs and they thought I was kidding but I wasn't. We really didn't have any chairs. We had to stand 
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when we had coffee, all the rest of it. I did have a bit of furniture in the living room, but I really didn't 

have enough chairs. But that's how we started the paleo group. And you know, it was interesting 

because Fred Deville (???) was here then, and oh, I don't remember there were maybe half a dozen 

people that were just getting started, you know, and we tried to help each other, one way or another. 

Potter Channing came along and he joined the group, I don't think that Charlie Stelk?? ever was here 

then, he was up in Edmonton. He used to come down and work in the summer times. His story was, I'm 

working with Imperial this summer because I want to buy a rug for my living room, oh, every year he had 

a project.  

RE:  ??? that's perfect. 

DL: Well, I, Lou would ask me when he decided to leave the Journal, like he worked with Karl on it for a 

while, and then Lou took over as editor. And Lou had, for some reason he wanted to quit, so he asked 

me if I would take it and I said, well, no, I thought that I had better not because I expected to be moving 

out of Calgary. I thought I was going to be moving out of the country, but I just said that I would be 

moving out of Calgary and I couldn't possibly take over as editor. Besides I really didn't think I was 

knowledgeable enough. I mean if you spend a whole ... all your time with paleontology and petroleum 

geology and that sort of thing, you don't really understand that your physical paper, I mean you can read 

it, but it's not going to mean much to you. And I just didn't feel that well-read to be able to take it.  And 

of course, occasionally I'd give him papers, I gave him a few papers, oh, on Jasper, Calgary, Toronto, 

Copenhagen, Edinburgh Poland, France, had fun with those. Also took my (???) course at the same time.  

RE: [incomprehensible] Micropaleo ??? 

DL: Most of them were. Some paleogeography, which you know, I kept refining what I was doing. At first 

It was just paleogeography, sort of continents and islands and seas, that sort of thing. Well, as I got into 

this environmental thing, I found I could draw maps of ocean floors, and all this stuff like, I could outline 

where reefs were and check with the geophysical maps and follow and find out if we have the same sort 

of configuration or similar ones. And that was great fun, but I needed a computer to do it. You know, I 

was, I was really happy. 

RE: [incomprehensible] Computers came in after you left ??? 

DL: Well, we had ... I took a year's leave of absence one time in 1971, leave of absence so that I could 

use, see if I registered as an educational student, there was a course there that you could use a 

computer on, or with, in conjunction with this course. So that was fine. I immediately computerized my 

paleoecology information and wrote a program for it. That was great fun, that was on a mainframe. It's 

also when I first got my first pair of glasses because the lighting was terrible in there and it was always 

dull colored tape, you know that it was really bad. So that's when I got my first pair of glasses. I had fun 

with that, but I worked for a number of companies as a consultant, you know, and I never could 

convince anybody. I mean they had computers, or they could see how they could use them for 

geophysics, but when it came to paleontology, which was dealing with numbers, they just wouldn't buy 

it. 

RE: Were you doing [incomprehensible] 

DL: Oh, yes, everything was relative, you know.  
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RE: According to the population basically. 

DL: Right. If you have a population, fossil population and fifty percent of it is your shore forms and the 

rest is shallow water, you know exactly where you are. On the other hand, if you get some mixed-up 

thing with a bit of everything in it, well, then, you know that some current has just swept everything into 

a sort of a whirlpool and you're not going to get anything definite out of that. But you can go above it or 

below it and find out what happened. 

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: Well, it was, I thought it was a field that was terribly underrated. Because well, it is not glamorous, 

like geophysical equipment is., doesn't cost very much either. That seemed to be a negative thing 

though. I thought it was it was very much on the plus side myself ... 

RE: [incomprehensible] 

[00:20:23] DL: I think so. I've discovered that you can take a minimal amount of information and if you 

glossy it up, make it look real great., put stars on it and spangles and all the rest of it, oh, wow, it just 

goes. If you come up with something that is a little simpler and it's just so straightforward, a child of five 

could understand it, too simple, it can't be that easy you know, too simple. It's got to be involved, it's 

kind of fancy formulas and all this stuff.  

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: Well offhand I can't think of anything. I just didn't know what to pull together for you. And so, I 

thought well maybe having been forced into this biblio by this fellow in Ontario, maybe I can sort of do a 

little thinking in that direction. 

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: Tell you what... (gap) [00:24:05] Well, this reminds me of one of the aftermaths of Leduc. You 

mentioned Leduc before and it slipped my mind, but I was always really impressed by the number of 

people, at least two or three every month for months, who kept insisting they had found it. And you 

know, I've never bothered mentioning this before but to my little ostracod, my little micro fossil zones, 

showed a hump right over that reef there too. And that was based on samples that Crick had taken, and 

that was a couple of years before Leduc ever happened. And another thing about Leduc too that most 

people don't know is, when Ted Link was down in Toronto, he was down there on a long-term basis, and 

he came out here to Calgary one summer and he wanted all the geologists to say where they thought oil 

was going to be found. Well, we all said to ourselves, that means that we might have to go there, so we 

better pick a place in Alberta that is nice and convenient to Edmonton and Calgary. And so, we were all 

biased you see towards Central Alberta. Within two years we had Leduc. All based on a straw poll really.  

RE: A little bit of wishful living conditions I assume.  

DL: I think so, because nobody wanted to go down to Turner Valley, besides it's sort of smelly down 

there, at least it used to be. And Peace River, well that was way out in the boonies then. And Fort St. 

John hadn't been developed at all. Yeah. No one wanted to go further north than Edmonton. No one 
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wanted to go further south than Calgary. So we had to find something in the middle and that was the 

consensus of all the geologists in the company. That was their choice, Central Alberta. 

RE: [incomprehensible] 

DL: It worked. That's why all of us could say we helped find it you see, 'because that was our judgment 

at the time.  

RE: I'm sure really no one person did find it ... [incomprehensible] 

DL: Oh, I think just about everybody did have a finger in the pie. But it's just that so many people insisted 

that their finger was bigger and better than anybody else's. Real fun. 

Gap in tape 

[00:27:01] RE: This is the end of the interview with Dianne Loranger. The end. 

 

 


