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Interview with Jackie Nodwell by Mara Foster on May 
22, 2015. 

MARA: I am Mara Foster with Jackie Nodwell at my home 
in Calgary and Jackie, we’re going to talk about 
your memories of the Samaritan Club of Calgary. 
So just to get some background, have you always 
lived in Calgary? 

JACKIE: No. I was born in Ottawa and I moved to Calgary 
in 1961. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: With my family because my father was transferred 
to Lincoln Park Air Force Base here. 

MARA: Oh? And what area of the city was that? 

JACKIE: It was southwest. I’m not sure it’s still called 
Lincoln Park. It’s where ATCO has taken over the 
portion that used to have hangers and things. 
And Mount Royal College is on the runway. So 
that area was all vacant land. There was a 
runway. It was not being used at that time. I 
think it closed sometime in the mid ‘50’s.  

MARA: Oh? 

JACKIE: It was the edge of town. 

MARA: Suburbs. 

JACKIE: Yes. 

MARA: So, tell us about your family. 

JACKIE: Well, my father was Wing Commander ABRA and he 
was really a contractor or construction person. 
He joined the Air Force during the war, so we 
travelled quite a bit but he was in and out of 
the Air Force. He was in during the war and then 
he was in private business for a while and then 
he was back from contracting into the Air Force 
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in the ‘50’s. We were living in France before we 
came to Calgary. 

MARA: Oh? 

JACKIE: So I was twenty years old. Probably, if we’d 
been living in Canada, I probably wouldn’t have 
moved here. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JACKIE: Which is interesting. I might never have become 
a westerner. 

MARA: Mm. 

JACKIE: But all of my siblings were younger and when Dad 
retired, I had married and was living in 
Rosedale. So, they moved back to Ottawa and I am 
the only westerner. They all deserted me. 

MARA: Oh? [laughter] But it turned out okay. 

JACKIE: It did. It turned out okay. I was married to 
John Falconer and we had three lovely boys. He 
was from Saskatchewan originally but he had 
moved here as a teenager so he was a long-time 
Calgarian. He died in 1992 and at that time, he 
had cancer and he was ill for about a year 
before he died. And by that time, two of my 
three children were no longer living in Calgary. 
They were in university elsewhere and didn’t 
ever come back here but I have one son who lives 
here. 

MARA: Oh. That’s nice. 

JACKIE: Then in 2001, I married Jack Nodwell who was my 
neighbour from the early ‘70’s. They lived two 
doors away. And Jack and Leila had two boys and 
a girl so Jack and I now have a family of six 
and they’re all married and they all have kids 
so we have 13 grandchildren. 

MARA: Oh, my goodness. That’s wonderful. 

JACKIE: So we’re quite settled and the kids, my kids are 
a little bit older than Jack’s but they knew 
each other well and they played together. The 
oldest and the youngest probably not so much as 
the middle group, but so it was a fairly easy 
transition for them, I think, after their mom 
died, that I should be the new wife in the 
house. It’s been relatively smooth, I think. 
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MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: You know, two of my boys don’t live here. One is 
living in Barbados right now and the other has 
been in San Francisco for all of his married 
life. 

MARA: Oh? And you moved here when you were twenty. And 
were you in school at that time? 

JACKIE: No, I finished my high school in France in an 
Air Force high school and then I had always 
intended to go to university but I didn’t 
because I didn’t want to come home.  We’d only 
been in France for a year. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: So I decided to take a secretarial course and I 
went to a boarding school in London, England and 
did that. And then, came back. By that time, my 
family were living in Fontainebleau, which was a 
SHAEF Base (Supreme Headquarters Allied 
Expeditionary Forces), an Allied base for the 
NATO Troups in France. They directed operations 
in the Mediterranean from just south of Paris, 
which was interesting, but that was the set-up.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: And, it was very difficult for me to get a job 
in France because you had to have a job in order 
to get a work permit. You had to have a work 
permit in order to get hired, basically. 

MARA: [laughter] 

JACKIE: So, the technicalities of getting a job were…so 
I taught swimming and did other stuff on the 
base and then moved with my family to Calgary. 

MARA: Mm? 

JACKIE: And the first job I was ever offered was Tom 
Walsh, of Walsh, Harkness and Wildman. And he 
hired me to be the secretary for Lorne Wildman 
who was just joining the firm. So my big career 
as a legal secretary only lasted until after I 
was married. My husband was Tom Walsh’s client, 
so that’s how I met and married him. Much to 
Tom’s consternation, I think because he equated 
me as, sort of, a teenager, you know a really 
young woman and John, my husband was ten years 
older than I was. He was younger that Tom, but 
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Tom, sort of, equated him as his age group. So 
he really wondered at this match, whether it 
would be suitable or not. 

MARA: Uh huh.[laughter] 

JACKIE: But we lived in Rosedale in a little bungalow 
and then moved on to Crescent Road. John was a 
real estate developer and he didn’t build from 
scratch, he renovated and refinanced and sold 
houses in those days. 

MARA: What was Rosedale like? 

JACKIE: Rosedale was a family place, in a way, but it 
was a tiny place. It was interesting. Most of 
the houses were bungalows in those days. There 
weren’t very many large houses and so a lot of 
the bungalows had older people who had retired 
from the farm. You know, there was an older 
segment of the community and then, the young 
people, they were really very close-knit. The 
school was tiny and it went from Grade 1 to 
Grade 9, so once you met people at the school, 
you knew them well through the kids and the 
school for their whole elementary and junior 
high experience. 

MARA: Were most women at home with their kids? 

JACKIE: Oh, yeah. The coffee parties and the pre-
schoolers running around. I think it was a lot 
more social in those days because not very many 
people worked, not until later. 

MARA: Yeah. It was just what people did at the time. 

JACKIE: Yeah. And my husband had no interest in me 
continuing on working. So once I was married, I 
did a little part-time work at the office but 
very little. 

MARA: Then how did you get involved in the Samaritan 
Club? 

JACKIE: Well, I had a friend, Eileen Johnston who was a 
member of the Samaritan Club and in those days, 
there were very few members who lived on the 
North Hill.  

MARA: Oh, yes. 

JACKIE: Most of the group were Mount Royal and Elbow 
Park, it seems. And she lived in Mount Royal and 
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I didn’t really know anyone else. Well, I might 
have met some of the ladies but Eileen was the 
one who got me interested. 

MARA: There’s always been a southern and northern 
feeling in Calgary, hasn’t there.  

JACKIE: Oh yes, especially people who are brought up in 
the Southwest really are not interested in 
looking a property in the north. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: It is definitely across the tracks. [laughter] 
In this case, it’s across the river. It’s an 
interesting thing. I’m not certain whether that 
feeling still prevails as much but there are 
lots of people who raise their eyebrows and say, 
“You live on the North Hill,” as if it were the 
North Pole. 

MARA: And certainly a lower element. [laughter] 

JACKIE: Oh, definitely. 

MARA: So, you heard about the Samaritan Club from your 
friend and then did you just join or did you go 
to Sale or how did you get into it? 

JACKIE: First of all, I had to know an Active Member and 
so I went for coffee. And oh dear, Mary Tynan, 
that was her name. Tynan’s had a furniture 
manufacturing business here, in those days. She 
was a lovely, lively woman. She had a group of 
people in for coffee and I was introduced to a 
few of them. As far as I know, I don’t think I 
had been to a Sale or done anything. I think I 
just joined cold and then started in with the 
Sales.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: In those days, we were doing on them on the 
Stampede Grounds. 

MARA: Oh? 

JACKIE: Yeah, we had quite a connection with the 
Stampede in those days. You know, the Samaritan 
Stampede Park grew out of that relationship. The 
fact that we used to have our Sales down there. 

MARA: Yes? 
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JACKIE: It was rather disappointing because the 
Samaritan Stampede Park was quite a large area, 
initially. And now it’s just little, a very 
small part of the park. It has shrunk. 

MARA: Is it in the same location? Or is it in a 
different location. 

JACKIE: More or less, yeah. But they built the whole…the 
arena was there, but there was nothing from 
there to the LRT station. All of that BMO stuff, 
all of that…. Actually, the Indian Village used 
to be in that section of the grounds and then 
they moved them across the river basically to 
where they are presently. 

MARA: Is it Weadickville that’s in there now? 

JACKIE: Yes, in that, sort of, in that corner. There’s 
really not a lot of open space there anymore. 

MARA: The Rotary House is in there, too. 

JACKIE: Yes. 

MARA: It was a larger area? 

JACKIE: Yeah, a lot more open and it was quite a large 
green space in there. 

MARA: I heard that when the Sales were held at the 
Stampede grounds, it smelled like cattle in the 
buildings. 

JACKIE: Well, initially we had a lovely space. It was in 
Rotary House but then, well the Saddledome had 
to take up that space. And then for a number of 
years we were in the agriculture building there, 
in the barns. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: Yes, it was definitely a step down and very 
dusty. It was dusty and smelly. They cleaned it 
out, you know, as best they could, but yeah, it 
was not as nice as the Community Centre, that’s 
for sure. 

MARA: So it’s an improvement that it’s moved? 

JACKIE: Yes. 

MARA: What do you remember about the Sales that were 
kind of fun? Or horrible? 
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JACKIE: Well, we didn’t ever refuse a donation, I 
remember. And we would deal with things like 
stoves and fridges and other large appliances 
and pieces of large furniture. We were out of 
our minds because then, of course, you required 
a few husbands or sons or brothers or somebody 
to haul furniture for you. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: And we used to take our time. We had two days of 
setting up before one day of the sale. Two full 
days, and as far as I recall, there was a lot 
more individual pricing in those days.  

MARA: Oh? 

JACKIE: The one year, I remember, we had a real barker 
atmosphere down there, because Ralph Klein and 
Rod Love… Rod Love’s sister was a member of the 
club, and the two of them {Ralph and Rod] came 
down and kibitzed and carried on at the Sale.  I 
think they had a hand held mike even and they 
were calling people over to buy a fridge or 
something. They were in the furniture 
department. 

MARA: Yeah, that’s great. 

JACKIE: It was a lot more casual. I do remember that one 
year we were down on the Stampede grounds and I 
was the Treasurer. We had one security guard and 
he was supposed to come and conduct me to my car 
with the cash. In those days, it wasn’t anywhere 
near as much cash, but still it would have been 
over $10,000, at least. My car wasn’t parked 
very close to the building. So I said to the 
guy, “Why don’t I just go and get my car. We 
don’t have to carry this all of the way to my 
car.” I had other supplies as well. “You just 
stay here by the boxes and I’ll go and get my 
car.” And when I got back, he was gone and the 
boxes were still sitting there on the side of 
the parking lot including all this money that he 
was supposed to be guarding on the way to the 
bank. He was pretty casual. I think that he knew 
there was money in the boxes, but whatever 
called him away, I don’t know, he left. I never 
saw him again. 

MARA: Things were way more casual but maybe safer? 

JACKIE: I’ve always thought that the Stampede Grounds 
were not the best place in the world to leave 
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money in boxes on the sidewalk, you know. There 
were always a lot of real characters down there. 
I think, now, there’s hardly any neighbourhood 
at all, there. 

MARA: That’s right. 

JACKIE: There were a lot of ‘interesting’, let’s say, 
houses and lots of very colourful characters. 

MARA: Mm hmm. So the move from the Stampede Grounds 
was into more of a neighbourhood setting… 

JACKIE: Oh, yes. 

MARA: And a little nicer? Easier for people to get to 
maybe? 

JACKIE: Certainly, I don’t think at that time, we paid 
for parking. I’m sure the Stampede Grounds 
always charged for parking, but I’m not sure if 
they did when it wasn’t Stampede time. 

MARA: Oh, maybe. 

JACKIE: I can’t remember. There’s lots of parking down 
there, but these days, you have to pay for it. 
Maybe you did then as well. 

MARA: You wouldn’t think for the type of clients that 
we have that would have been a good thing. 

JACKIE: Yes, that wouldn’t have been a good thing. 

MARA: So, you were the Treasurer at that point? What 
departments have you worked in, over all? 

JACKIE: I worked in Toys and Books and Housewares and 
Ladies’ Sports and Ladies’ Dresses and Men’s 
Wear. Actually, I was working in Men’s Wear when 
my husband died and I didn’t want to be there 
and selling his things. So the next year, I 
moved out of the clothing areas and for a while, 
I was in Housewares and Pearl [Florendine] said 
to me, “Jackie, I think you’ve earned your 
stripes. How would you like to come to Object 
d’Art?” 

MARA: [Laughter] 

JACKIE: So I moved up to Object d’Art.  

MARA: So the prized position.  
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JACKIE: Yes. And Pearl, as far as I know, it seemed for 
decades… She was Objects d’Art. She ran it like 
her own little store. 

MARA: Pearl was pretty famous. You mentioned the 
Stampede Park. Was she not involved in that, 
too? 

JACKIE: Yes, she was. Pearl had a lot of connections 
with old Calgary people. I have a feeling that 
she may have been one. We were involved for 
quite a few years in donating to Heritage Park, 
as well and I have a feeling that she might have 
been behind that. Not that there weren’t other 
people who had Heritage Park dear to their 
hearts, too. I don’t know but in those days, 
Pearl brought in a huge amount of money for the 
club. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JACKIE: She was quite influential in spending it, as 
well, but she didn’t take on other executive 
positions, so much. She didn’t ever want to be 
President but she sold lottery tickets in the 
days before we had lottery machines. That was a 
huge money maker for clubs around town who did 
that.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: I don’t think Rotary did it but one of the men’s 
clubs did it. They sold lottery tickets as well, 
but the Samaritan Club really raised a huge 
amount of money selling lottery tickets. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: It was quite involved, really, because you had 
to man a table somewhere, five days a week. I 
remember working occasionally for Pearl and Jean 
Melling was her assistant, the two of them. They 
had a crew of people who would man the table and 
sell the tickets. The Bay downtown was one spot 
and it was always an interesting experience. One 
day, I was there, and this obviously homeless 
man came in, very chatty and he was buying some 
kind of dollar tickets and he would give us four 
quarters or dimes and nickels and he would buy 
his ticket and off he would go. And then half an 
hour later, he would be back and buying another 
ticket. 

MARA: Oh? 
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JACKIE: And this went on all day. Finally, at about mid-
afternoon, a woman came in and said, “Do you 
know that man is begging on 8th Avenue in order 
to buy your lottery tickets?” She was quite 
incensed. It hadn’t clicked, you know, that he 
was panhandling and then coming in and buying 
another ticket. 

MARA: Well, good for him. It wasn’t up to you, was it?  

JACKIE: No. 

MARA: You mentioned the Heritage Park projects. So 
there was the locomotive and the bell and some 
wheelchairs. 

JACKIE: Yeah, and some strollers. It was great. The 
locomotive, when I think about it, that was a 
huge donation. Heritage Park was a new kid on 
the block and it was really quite fun to be in 
on developing it. 

MARA: Yeah. Were there other projects like that, that 
were kind of unique. 

JACKIE: I think that there was a certain era when we did 
some rather unusual projects. I do remember that 
up here on 20th Avenue, and 10th Street, kiddy 
corner from the sandstone school, that little 
building there was built as a Scout Hall and it 
had a pre-school in there and I think they did 
before and after school care as well. The group 
who were running it were really struggling for 
funds. I think, the fire inspectors came and 
they were going to shut them down because they 
didn’t have proper fire exit doors. 

MARA: Oh? 

JACKIE: And they really couldn’t afford it. And we ended 
up giving them money to carpet the place and buy 
these special doors that had an emergency 
release. 

MARA: Oh, that’s unusual. 

JACKIE: Yes, it was an unusual thing to do. We probably 
don’t get into the contracting business, too 
often. 

MARA: So you mentioned you were Treasurer. So you 
obviously moved along because you moved up in 
the Executive, as well. What was that like? What 
else did you do? 
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JACKIE: I was Secretary for a year and I was 
Corresponding Secretary for a year. I was 
Assistant Treasurer and Treasurer. That takes 
four years. After that I was V.P. and President. 
My year as President was ’88 –’89. I think that 
it would have been in ’91 that I ran the 
Artist’s Showcase, so as Past President, I was 
probably assisting with that. That was always a 
major job. Artist’s Showcase was a lovely sale 
and it was fun for the members because it was 
definitely a step up from rummage. 

MARA: [Laughter] 

JACKIE: But it never made the same kind of money as 
rummage did for amount of work that went into 
it. First of all, I think craft sales, in those 
days, became very popular so you were competing 
with a lot of other groups who were putting on 
craft sales, especially at Christmas time. We 
actually started the Artist’s Showcase in the 
spring. I think we had it for at least a couple 
of years with our spring sale and then we had it 
at Heritage Park. Then we had a lot of artists 
who wanted to do Christmas things and so we 
started to do it as pre-Christmas sale. Selling 
on consignment is much more complicated than 
just having donations and selling basically for 
cash, the way we do it with the Supersale. 

MARA: Yes. 

JACKIE: Our bookkeeping was complicated. In those days, 
things weren’t automated in anyway, so we wrote 
out a sale slip for every transaction that 
required a duplicate. As Treasurer, I remember 
cursing the sale, because we were trying to 
balance our books through all these sales slips 
from thousands of transactions. I remember 
roping in my bridge club a couple of times to 
try to sort out the money afterwards because it 
was quite complicated, keeping track of how many 
items an artist had sold and everything. It was 
really quite a complicated business. Once we 
moved into City Hall, dealing with City Hall was 
not easy. They had all sorts of regulations. The 
year that I was in charge, we were told we could 
use the handicapped ramp up to the front doors 
to bring in the art and about two hours before 
the sale, we had already set up our signs 
showing people where to bring their things, they 
just decided they didn’t want us to come that 
way. 
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MARA: Oh? 

JACKIE: So, there were lots of times when dealing with 
City Hall was really not easy and that was one 
of them. 

MARA: What kind of money was made at that sale? 

JACKIE: I’m trying to think, but you know, I think that 
it would have been less than $10,000.00. 

MARA: It was a lot of work. 

JACKIE: It was a lot of work for that.  

MARA: When you were President, did you have a 
particular goal or did you feel you were being 
President for a particular reason? 

JACKIE: Well, I actually enjoyed my time as President. I 
guess I liked bossing everybody around. 

MARA: [laugher] 

JACKIE: I didn’t mind running a meeting although I must 
say my first couple of meetings, I was very 
nervous.  One members was a real stickler for 
rules and I was given a book of Robert’s Rules 
on how to run a meeting. I remember quaking and 
hoping that member wouldn’t be able to come to 
the meeting, just so that I would be able to get 
through it. But once I had gotten through one or 
two, I found it quite easy and I had a lovely 
group of women to work with.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: They were always so good about doing their job, 
it seems to me that it was an easier year than 
most because it seemed like everybody did their 
job and presented it at the meeting and it was 
very smooth. 

MARA: Oh? 

JACKIE: And I have other friends who didn’t find it as 
smooth at all. It really depends on the other 
women and what job they were doing. You know, we 
didn’t seem to have any infighting or not 
getting along amongst the group. I like to think 
that I was partly influential in having it run 
smoothly but really it depends so much on who 
you were working with. 
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MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: Anyway, I have fond memories of how well 
everything went. 

MARA: Oh, great. Was this a larger group? Now, I 
think, the Active group is 21 or so. Was this in 
the thirties? 

JACKIE: In the thirties, I would say. Thirty-two comes 
to mind. I think that most people had a single 
role to play. They weren’t doing multiple jobs. 

MARA: Did you have your Actives meetings in the 
mornings or in the evenings? 

JACKIE: Oh, they were daytime. Have we ever had evening 
meetings? 

MARA: Apparently so and they’re going to start up 
again.  

JACKIE: Well, there are probably more people who are 
working either full-time or part-time now in the 
Club now. 

MARA: Yes, and to attract them to the Actives group is 
harder. What other special projects have you 
been involved in? The toys or the bears? 

JACKIE: No, I’ve never done that. I remember giving out 
layettes to individuals, not to the hospital or 
something. I recall, two incidents. One, where I 
went to this one couple in an apartment and the 
baby was brand new and absolutely howling, just 
crying. And I brought them a layette and some 
formula. And it turned out that they had run out 
of formula and they had been feeding the baby 
Kool-Aid. 

MARA: Oh, dear. 

JACKIE: Orange Kool-Aid. And this poor little mite was 
probably starving and was just screeching at the 
top of his lungs. I just felt so badly for them 
and they seemed like they didn’t know what to 
do. They really needed a mom, I’ll tell you, a 
grandma, to help out or someone. But we got the 
baby fed and left and everybody was smiling. I 
remember thinking, “Oh, my goodness.” They 
seemed like they were about 16 years old, these 
two, and just didn’t have a clue. 

MARA: Mm. 
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JACKIE: And the other time I remember taking a layette 
to a girl on 20th Avenue. I don’t think there 
was any husband involved, there. She seemed to 
be single, if I remember correctly. But she 
looked at the diapers and in those days, we used 
to give out cloth diapers… 

MARA: Oh, yes. 

JACKIE: But disposable diapers were becoming the thing 
to do, you know.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: And she just sniffed and she said, “And what do 
you expect me to do with these?  I can’t think 
of anything more gross than washing a dirty 
diaper.” 

MARA: [laughter] 

JACKIE: And I thought, well okay, that’s what I did all 
my life, but it’s not for everyone. But yeah, 
she had no idea how to fold a diaper, first of 
all, and she had no intention of using them. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: But, we had a lot of discussions in those days. 
Most of the Samaritan ladies were appalled at 
the thought of disposable diapers. 

MARA: Oh? Why? 

JACKIE: Because, look at all that waste. You use this 
diaper once and you throw it in the garbage. 
There was nothing wrong with washing diapers. 
None of them had ever used a disposable diaper. 
We were not in that age group. 

MARA: Ah? 

JACKIE: Yes, it was pretty funny. It took us a long time 
to change from giving out cloth diapers when all 
of the young mothers were much more anxious to 
have disposable.  

MARA: Mm hmm. Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: But there was a certain mindset there that was 
very difficult to change. 

MARA: Well, some things take a long time to change. 
Has that been a factor, in the Samaritan Club, 
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do you think. There are some people that are 
unable to make change, I’ve noticed. Have you 
felt that in the Samaritan Club, particularly? 

JACKIE: I don’t know that we’re any worse than usual or 
most people. I think it is interesting and I 
think with a group of women or a group of 
anyone, the tendency is to think that we’ve 
always done it this way. I think most people are 
resistant to change. You have to talk them into 
it. You have to present a pretty good argument 
or people think that we’ve always done it this 
way, why would we do it differently? 

MARA: And really, the Samaritan Club has been around 
doing similar things for more than 100 years so 
some of those things must be fine. 

JACKIE: Exactly. 

MARA: Have you noticed changes that have alarmed you 
or that you have wondered about? Or you wish you 
could turn the clock back? In terms of the 
Samaritan Club, I’m talking about. 

JACKIE: No, I sometimes I feel a little detached from 
the present group and that’s just because I’m 
not actively involved, except at the Supersale. 
And I’ve had a lot of other things on my plate, 
first with when my husband died, it took about 
two years. He was self-employed and my son and I 
worked full time. I really detached myself from 
the group. Since then, I really haven’t been 
actively involved. It took me a long time to get 
my head around looking after myself. I had never 
lived on my own. The only time I was ever away 
from family was when I was in boarding school 
and then I married from my home. You know, I 
went from one house to the other. 

MARA: Yeah. 

JACKIE: And living alone was a real adjustment for me 
and trying to get the finances in order and the 
company shut down. It took all my energy for 
quite a while, so I never really got back to 
doing very much actively for the Samaritan Club. 

MARA: A lot of the stories you told me, you giggled 
and enjoyed. So you enjoyed being with the club? 

JACKIE: Oh, definitely. It’s been a major part of my 
life, I would say. I’ve always really liked the 
attitude of the women. I mean, they are just 
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quietly helpful. They don’t blow their own horn 
and that appeals to me. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JACKIE: I’m not really the type of person who wants to 
be out there advertising, so it always suited my 
personality, I think.  

MARA: Mm hmm. If you could change something with the 
Samaritan Club today, what would you change? 

JACKIE: Well, I don’t think I would change anything. I 
feel sometimes… you know that I have a large 
group of friends who are Samaritans. Mostly 
because I dragged them into the club and 
sometimes I could give them a little nudge 
because they are getting older and they’re not 
contributing the same way and not feeling 
involved the same way. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JACKIE: And I feel badly about that. I think that I 
would like them to still be really keen. And 
certainly, some of them are still but I find 
more and more, people are dropping by the 
wayside and I find that rather sad. I mean, if 
Pearl Florendine could go on until she was 95 
actively supporting the Sale, get out there. 
Let’s do it.[laughter] 

MARA: That changes for everybody, I guess. 

JACKIE: Oh, yes. 

MARA: What do you think that Calgarian people, now and 
in the future, should know about the Samaritan 
Club? 

JACKIE: Hmm. Well, having said that I don’t think that 
we need to blow our own horn, in some ways, I 
don’t really care if we are well known, as long 
as we can continue to contribute behind the 
scenes.  

MARA: Is there anything else you would like to say 
about the Samaritan Club or your involvement or 
ideas you have? 

JACKIE: I don’t think right now. It’s been interesting 
just nostalgic, talking about it. 
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MARA: Well, thank you very much for doing this. I 
really appreciate it. 

JACKIE: You’re welcome. 

 

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 

  


