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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Linda McNally by Gwyneth Gillette on 
November 16, 2015. 

GWYNETH: I am Gwyneth Gillette and I am interviewing 
Linda McNally about her memories from the 
Samaritan Club of Calgary. It’s November 16, 
2015.  

GWYNETH: You grew up in Calgary? 

LINDA: After age three, I grew up in Calgary.  

GWYNETH: So which schools did you attend? 

LINDA: I went to Rideau [Park School], first of all, 
and then to Elbow Park and then to St Hilda’s 
for junior school. Then I went east for a year 
to a school in Toronto, came back and went to 
Central Memorial High School. I did high school 
at Central. Then I went down to California for 
my first year of university at an American 
college called Mills. 

GWYNETH: You roamed around a lot. 

LINDA: I had a wonderful experience.  

GWYNETH: Did you have a church affiliation during those 
years? 

LINDA: We certainly belonged to Christ Church. My 
grandfather, Isabella’s husband, was one of the 
founders of Christ Church. 

GWYNETH: Oh, isn’t that lovely. 

LINDA: And he left his house as the rectory for Christ 
Church when he died. 

GWYNETH: Oh? Isn’t that lovely. 

LINDA: At least, when all his children were dispersed 
from the house, then the house was to go as the 
rectory for Christ Church. 
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GWYNETH: Now, Isabella was Graburn?  

LINDA: Isabella was Toole and married a Graburn. 

GWYNETH: So your maiden name was? 

LINDA: Graburn. 

GWYNETH: Yes. And so you grew up in the Elbow Park area. 

LINDA: Yes, in Elbow Park. I did but my father did not 
[want to live in the area.] The Elbow dam was 
not built until 1932 and my father was terrified 
of the Elbow River because it used to flood. My 
mother found a house that she really liked on 
Sifton Blvd and fortunately it was very close to 
my father’s great pals, the Adams. It was high 
enough on the north side, that he decided that 
with the dam, and being that high, that the 
house might be all right. So 1939, they bought a 
house where I grew up and it was just great 
because we had a stable.  

GWYNETH: And that’s where the pasture was close for the 
horses. 

LINDA: Yes and during the war, there was the Mounted 
Constabulary. It was the most amazing collection 
of men who had been rejected or couldn’t be in 
the armed services. The Mounted Constabulary 
were trained. They met twice a week and they all 
had horses. The horses were kept either at the 
stable that was just one door away from us or at 
the Mount Royal stable which was right at 14th 
and 38th Avenue. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

LINDA: So if you went straight south on 14th Street, 
you would have run into the stable.  

GWYNETH: So that wasn’t too far from Sifton Blvd? 

LINDA: No, exactly. So that was where the horses were 
kept for the Mounted Constabulary. And it was so 
much fun because all that land, at that point, 
all the area that is now Harvey Park, that was 
all open and there was no development on Cliff 
Avenue. 

GWYNETH: So you could ride your horses? 

LINDA: We would cross over the Elbow River and pick up 
a pal, and cross back and ride all of that area. 
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GWYNETH: Isn’t that wonderful? What a great era you grew 
up in. 

LINDA: It was wonderful. 

GWYNETH: Did you have a post-secondary education? Did you 
go to University? 

LINDA: Yes, I did. 

GWYNETH: What did you take? 

LINDA: I started off in math and philosophy and then I 
changed to psychology. Then I started my Masters 
in English.  So I had a varied…  

GWYNETH: Very varied. [laughter] 

LINDA: Yes, but the interesting thing was, we were very 
firmly told, you’re not going to be using this, 
you will not be earning. I think my father was 
quite alarmed at the prospect that we might 
become that independent. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

LINDA: It was just not something [that was done].  

GWYNETH: One of the other ladies said that, too. You just 
didn’t go to work during the age you grew up in. 

LINDA: No, there was admiration for these career 
people, but I can remember my father saying to 
me very seriously, “All right, now Linda. You’ve 
got your undergraduate degree. Why don’t you 
take something that will really be interesting 
for you?”  And I thought, “Well, then I will.” 
And I took English. I never thought how much I 
might have enjoyed Commerce or Business but that 
was just not really possible. 

GWYNETH: Could you have written poetry or short stories? 
Would that have been acceptable? 

LINDA: Oh, yes, if I had been able. [laughter] I have 
zero talent. That was the funny thing. As time 
passes, I am now 82 and I realize that my skill 
set was much more in business and much more in 
practical kinds of areas or in psychology. 

GWYNETH: And if you’d been older, during the war, you’d 
have done something like that. That’s where 
women did break out. 
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LINDA: Yes. Exactly.  

GWYNETH: And because you were young, you got to serve at 
the tea. 

LINDA: Yes, and Calgary really was a very parochial, 
very small kind of town. It was beyond a small 
town, but it was partitioned. The Anglicans all 
were one group. The Catholics were another 
group. South of Bow was one group and north of 
the Bow was another group. 

GWYNETH: Isn’t that interesting? 

LINDA: What has been absolutely marvellous, because I 
always said that I could never live in Calgary 
because it was so small in people’s outlook, 
with the influx of Americans who didn’t give a 
hoot about white gloves and hats and all of 
that, there was a real change in Calgary. 

GWYNETH: I think there was. Linda, you were telling me 
about your relatives who were members of the 
Samaritan Club of Calgary. Now, please tell me 
about your relatives. 

LINDA: My paternal grandmother Isabella Graburn and her 
sister-in-law were two founding members of the 
Samaritan Club. She arrived in Calgary in 1904 
and lived on Glencoe Road and her sister-in-law 
was married to the CPR land agent and her name 
was Mrs. William Toole. He was always called 
Barney Toole and he had started Toole Peet Real 
Estate Company which handled all the lands for 
the CPR. He had come out to Kenora and then he 
was asked by the CPR to come out to Calgary 
because Calgary was beginning to develop. He 
arrived in Calgary in 1886 and got married in 
1900 to Ella Graburn. Then his sister, [Isabella 
Toole], married Captain Graburn who had fought 
in the Batoche Rebellion against the Métis. He 
was in the centre for the Manitoba territory 
before Manitoba became a province. The 
government was in Kenora or Rat Portage. That 
was where my grandparents got married and then 
in 1904, they came out to Calgary. And Mrs. 
Woods, who was the wife of the publisher of the 
Calgary Herald, had decided that there was a 
great need in Calgary for a supportive group of 
women and I think that it was partly  because of 
the whole settler’s custom of helping your 
neighbour. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 
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LINDA: I think that was the idea, originally, to 
quietly support, [people in need] and I can 
remember chuckling, when I remember the 
gentlewomen who were in need in the community. 
They used to go and quietly get funds.   They 
had various ways of collecting funds. It was 
such a small community and they were all well-
aware whenever there was a need, they could move 
very quietly and discretely. I remember my 
father had been practising law out in Hanna and 
we moved back to Calgary in 1933 when I was 
three years old. I can remember his aunt saying 
that my mother must join the Samaritan Club. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

LINDA: It was really where you could get to know a 
broader circle of your neighbours and feel that 
you were contributing to the community. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

LINDA: And it was definitely very Anglican based. 
Bishop Pinkham was a very important [supporter] 
and the Pinkham sisters were keen.  

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

LINDA: And Colonial McLeod’s daughters, one married 
Bishop Pinkham and one married A.E. Cross and so 
the women in those families were very dedicated 
[to the club]. Then one of the Pinkhams married 
a Lacey and the Laceys had a hat shop on 1st 
Street West, kitty-corner from the Hudson Bay 
Company. 

GWYNETH: Okay. 

LINDA: The Lacey sisters had a hat shop and right next 
door, Mr. McGregor had a Scottish shop where he 
imported all sorts of tweed suits and various 
smart outfits.  

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

LINDA: These two shops were well patronized by the 
Samaritan Club ladies because once a year, they 
had a spring tea and they had a fall tea. They 
used to have their spring tea always at 
Terrill’s Greenhouse, which was on 9th Avenue 
right very close to where the old Calgary 
brewery was.  

GWYNETH: Oh? 
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LINDA: So Terrill’s Greenhouse would have been where 
the Blackfoot Trail and 9th Avenue intersect 
now.  When I was five and six years old, I would 
be allowed to come and pass the goodies at the 
teas. I can remember having to wear white 
gloves. They were really very particular about 
dress code and there was a sort of decorum that 
was expected. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

LINDA: And that was how you were at the spring tea. I 
can remember being told, “You never said, ‘would 
you like another?’” You always said, “Would you 
have one?”… After they had four that they were 
particularly fond of.  I can remember being 
shown exactly how [to pass the goodies] and it 
has stayed with me since age six. It’s amazing. 

GWYNETH: Yes. That’s interesting. But the history of your 
family was always Calgary? 

LINDA: Yes, but my mother was from the Yukon.  

GWYNETH: Oh? 

LINDA: And my mother had met my father in Kenora as his 
parents had met and fallen in love in Kenora, so 
it was very strange. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

LINDA: She was going to the University of Toronto and 
she went on an Easter break with a cousin of my 
father’s to Kenora and here was my father, just 
having a visit with his uncle, who was the mayor 
of Kenora for years. He [the uncle] would have 
been George Toole who had been in Kenora since 
1885. He had come from Ireland. His older 
brother, Barney, came out and Isabella decided 
she would come and see what was going on in 
Canada. 

GWYNETH: Well, you know the wild west always had a draw 
for people. 

LINDA: It really did. 

GWYNETH: But your mother in the Yukon. How did it happen 
that she lived there? 

LINDA: My maternal grandfather was a sea-captain from 
Newfoundland. He had grown up in Newfoundland 
and he had been a whaling captain. He had sailed 
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around the tip of South America and had 
developed enough of a reputation that the 
Canadian Development Corp in 1884 asked him if 
he would bring three paddle-steamers up through 
the inland passage and out into the Bering Sea 
and up to the mouth of the Yukon and then up the 
Yukon River past Dawson City and to Whitehorse. 
He was so delighted with Whitehorse that he 
stayed in Whitehorse and had the Arctic Trading 
Company. 

GWYNETH: Okay. 

LINDA: And he didn’t feel that women should have higher 
education but my mother was quite determined. 
She was the youngest of four. She took her Grade 
Eleven by correspondence in Whitehorse and then 
went to Victoria and got her Normal School 
Certificate, came back and taught school at a 
mining camp. My grandfather said, “You obviously 
are that keen, so I will send you to the 
University of Toronto.” So that’s what happened. 

GWYNETH: Mm. 

LINDA: So her brother had gone through Law at 
University of Toronto so her father felt that 
she had at least a protective male close by. 

GWYNETH: Well, that would be important. 

LINDA: It was so important. 

GWYNETH: Anyway, so Isabella Graburn was in the Samaritan 
Club in the beginning. 

LINDA: In the beginning at 1910. Yes and Mrs. Toole.  

GWYNETH: Now did your mother join the Samaritan Club? 

LINDA: Oh, yes, as soon as she came into Calgary. She 
came into Calgary in 1936 and she joined right 
away.  

GWYNETH: Then what year did you join? 

LINDA: I became a member in probably 1956. I was always 
just an Associate because I had three children 
right away and I wasn’t as well organized as I 
could have been. 

GWYNETH: If you were a Working Associate, you were always 
connected [with the Club]. 
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LINDA: I was always connected. The Samaritan Club 
closed during the war [WW 2]. I would have been 
seven at the beginning of the war, but I can 
remember going down to the Cathedral Church of 
the Redeemer which is where the Rummage Sales 
always were, downstairs in the church. I can 
remember helping to sort. 

GWYNETH: Isn’t that interesting? 

LINDA: The formal structure of the club was always the 
teas that they held.  What was interesting with 
Terrill’s was that the man who ran Terrill’s 
Greenhouses, went away to the war. His wife ran 
the business during the war. He was a casualty 
of the war, so she ran the business. She was one 
of the few women who took on a business and 
really ran it. Her father had been a rancher in 
Millerville and was one of the original members 
of the Ranchman’s Club. 

GWYNETH: Oh, interesting.  

LINDA: And his name was King. She had been Marg King 
and married as Marg Kayler [later Marg Saucier]. 
There were two ranchers from Millerville who 
felt that they really needed a place to stay 
when they came into Calgary and that was one of 
the original reasons for the Ranchman’s club, 
having the third floor that had bedrooms.  

GWYNETH: Oh? 

LINDA: So, Mr. Miller, who Millerville was named after, 
and Mr. King used to ride their horses into 
Calgary. The stables were right on 10th Avenue 
on the south side of the railway tracks right by 
4th street, right across from the Palliser 
Hotel. 

GWYNETH: Mm. 

LINDA: And that was where Mr. Adams ran the livery 
stable. Mrs. Adams was also one of the very 
early members of the Samaritan Club. 

GWYNETH: Was she? 

LINDA: Yes and Mr. Adams had wonderful horses that he 
would keep at his place at the bottom of the 
hill where Sifton Blvd is located. That was all 
pasture and there was a large area with a stable 
where Mr. Adams had his horses. He had two 
beautiful hackney horses, apparently. I’ve seen 
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pictures of them.  He would take his son and 
then they would go by Glencoe Road and pick up 
my father. [The boys] would be dropped off at 
school at what is now Western Canada High 
School. Then it was Western Boys College. Frank 
Lynch-Staunton, who was Lieutenant Governor at 
one point was one of students. There would be a 
lot of young men from southern Alberta who would 
come and go to go school at Western College and 
St. Hilda’s [girl’s college] was right on 11th 
Avenue and 8th Street. That was for the girls. 
There were boarders. The girls stayed at the 
boarding school and they would come in [to 
Calgary] from various spots. 

GWYNETH: This is early Calgary, for sure. And you had 
three young children…. 

LINDA: Exactly, and this is what happened. What I loved 
about the Samaritan Club is that everybody was 
always so nice to everybody [else]. I would come 
from being harassed with my children and rushing 
about and suddenly it was an oasis of comfort 
for me. 

GWYNETH: So you came mostly to the sales, but you didn’t 
attend meetings. 

LINDA: No, I didn’t attend meetings. 

GWYNETH: Did you ever win the silver bowl for your floral 
arrangements? 

LINDA: [laughter] I was never that talented.  

LINDA: The Samaritans, I must say, after Mrs. Wood 
could no longer be involved, [began to change]. 
Mrs. Woods was still alive when I got married 
and before I got married she had a cup and 
saucer shower for me. You’ll have to come up and 
I’ll give you a cup of tea in Mrs. Wood’s cup 
and saucer. It was so interesting about what was 
acceptable. It was almost as if we were frozen 
in a kind of Victoriana. 

GWYNETH: That’s interesting because now, the Samaritans 
are more down to earth. 

LINDA: Totally. One thing, after Mrs. Woods just wasn’t 
up to being that involved with the Samaritan 
Club, then Dorothy Harvie took over. What was 
amazing with the Woods was that Eric Harvie 
became one of the directors of the Woods 
Foundation and it was really in 1948 or 1949 
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that they started the Banff Centre. So there 
really was that tie in. Not that the Banff 
Centre had any connection with the Samaritan 
Club, just [the common] early history. 

GWYNETH: And that’s when Mrs. Harvie became involved with 
the Samaritan Club? 

LINDA: Yes, and when the Glenbow [Museum] was looking 
at having a shop, it was the Samaritan ladies 
that used to man the shop.  

GWYNETH: Is that right? 

LINDA: The Samaritan ladies would often be docents at 
the Glenbow. The Glenbow would give… Instead of 
the spring tea, the Glenbow would arrange some 
kind of an interesting event for members like an 
Inuit Fashion Show. Do you remember that? 

GWYNETH: No. 

LINDA: I can remember that because that was the 
Samaritan Club and Glenbow and it was held 
shortly after the Jubilee Auditorium was built. 
Glenbow brought a lot of Inuit women down to 
show their wares and their traditions. 

GWYNETH: Interesting. 

LINDA: It was. It was totally fascinating. 

GWYNETH: That’s something that nobody else has told me.  

GWYNETH: Did you find any early memorabilia from the 
Samarian Club? 

LINDA: My cousin’s wife is looking. She is Mrs. William 
Toole’s daughter and she is my first cousin. 
She’s looking for early Samaritan memorabilia.  

GWYNETH: Oh, that’s good. 

LINDA: I will check, as well, to see if Mommy has kept 
anything in her things. 

GWYNETH: So both your mother and your grandmother were 
Samaritans. 

LINDA: Yes, they were both. Mommy resigned from the 
Samaritans because my younger sister was very 
ill. That would probably be in 1958. She just 
had her hands full, but she always used to say, 
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“Those Samaritan girls do so much.”  She always 
used to send something to the sale. 

GWYNETH: What a nice history. Did you have sponsors in 
your day? 

LINDA: No, we didn’t have sponsors but I can remember 
Doris Littlewood. Major Littlewood had been in 
charge of the Mounted Constabulary. They had a 
wonderful hierarchy. Major Littlewood was a 
wonderful rider and he would do remedial work 
with all these men who had never been on a horse 
or were not very good [laughter]. It was so 
interesting because Brigadier Harvie was a 
totally different man than Eric Harvie. 

LINDA: Brigadier Harvie was in charge of Currie 
Barracks and he had fought with distinction in 
the First World War. He had the DSO. 
{Distinguished Service Order Recipient]. His 
wife rode side saddle. We were just thrilled 
with her. Eric Harvie was in charge of the 
Mounted Constabulary and he would set up the 
times and all of the activities. Every year they 
would go for a one week camping trip into the 
mountains. 

GWYNETH: This is the Mounted Constabulary? 

LINDA: Yes, then there was Tom Brown, who was a Scot. 
He was the Sergeant-at-arms. He was the one who 
bellowed at the men and they had two young 
fellows that carried the flags. One of the flags 
was Alberta’s and one was Canada’s. 

GWYNETH: Were they training for any particular reason? 

LINDA: Yes, the thought was that in any kind of 
emergency, they would be on horseback. They 
could quickly be on hand for any kind of 
emergency. It was very good because it was 
exercise that otherwise the men would not have 
had and the horses had to learn to move exactly 
like the R.C.M.P. Musical Ride. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

LINDA: These horses learned to go with the music, so 
they would put a tune on and they would trot 
around or canter with patterns and things. 

GWYNETH: Did these men have regular jobs? 
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LINDA: Yes, this was extra. This would have been 
Saturday afternoon during the winter, from 1 
p.m. until 4:30 p.m. Never anything on Sunday. 

GWYNETH: No. 

LINDA: And one evening during the week, usually a 
Monday. 

GWYNETH: So it was a big commitment. 

LINDA: It was. 

GWYNETH: Did you serve on any committees in the Samaritan 
Club? 

LINDA: I can remember serving on a committee when they 
were setting up the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Calgary. I can remember sitting on a committee 
with Mary Harvie and setting what would be good 
guidelines for the clubs. 

GWYNETH: And your experience with the Sales, well I know 
that you worked in Children’s Wear. 

LINDA: I did and I worked in Toys and Linens. I think 
that I’ve worked in almost all of the 
departments. I’ve worked in Women’s Clothing. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

LINDA: I’ve never worked in Fine Arts. 

GWYNETH: Well, Mary Phibbs has always worked there. 

LINDA: And Pearl Florendine has always worked there. 

GWYNETH: In Objects d’Art? 

LINDA: Yes, that’s the department that I meant.  

GWYNETH: What did you especially like about the Club? 

LINDA: The mood was extraordinary. Long before there 
was this idea that you let someone complete 
their idea or that you don’t interrupt. Mind 
you, I guess we were always taught, “Don’t 
Interrupt.” There was such a graciousness and 
reassurance about the group. It was such a 
lovely contrast to how life was. 

GWYNETH: That’s a lovely thing to say. What has changed 
since the Club started?  
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LINDA: I think it’s changed very much for the better. I 
think before it was much more social, now it’s 
social in a healthier kind of way.  

GWYNETH: Focussed with meaning. 

LINDA: Exactly. Gwyneth, I think it is much more 
positive thing.  

LINDA: I think one of the most difficult things for the 
Samaritan Club was the arrival of the Junior 
League. The Junior League came into Calgary in 
the early fifties because oil had been 
discovered and suddenly there was an influx of a 
lot of Americans with the oil exploration. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

LINDA: It really changed the whole structure. The 
Petroleum Club was built. 

GWYNETH: Did they keep having the spring and fall teas? 

LINDA: They still had them but then they decided that 
the teas were not au courant, suddenly. Instead 
of having teas, which were really very time 
consuming, they decided that they would have a 
spring bake sale or Christmas bake sale where 
they would sell certain things or they would 
have flower arrangements and they had a flower 
and garden club. Really the Samaritan Club 
really could never match the organization that 
the Junior League had. 

GWYNETH: They had a history behind them in the U.S. 

LINDA: My older sister was one of the founding members 
of the Junior League and she was so keen that I 
should join and I said, “No, Ann, I can’t. I’m 
just not ready for that kind of commitment.” 
Because it was a commitment, also socially, in a 
way that was more invasive. That was what was 
lovely about the Samaritan Club was that it was 
very gentle. 

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: What would you change if you could? 

LINDA: What I would like to see and what bothers me a 
lot is to see all these wonderful winter jackets 
not getting to someplace like Inn from the Cold. 
I think if there could be more coordination in 
the clothing aspect, so that a lot of things 
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that are warm and have life left in them could 
go to the needy.  

GWYNETH: Mm hmm. 

LINDA: I noticed that there was a big improvement in 
the last five or six years but I just feel that. 

GWYNETH: One of our biggest problems is that these 
charities say that we don’t have anyone who can 
pick up on Saturday, but I think that’s a flimsy 
excuse. 

LINDA: Or they can drive by. What I think we should do, 
if there’s a member who could take things, that 
would be good, which I’ve done. There was a 
member, Doris Littlewood’s sister, Kelva, lived 
up near a men’s home. She used to take a lot of 
the men’s things there. I feel that it would 
just be lovely if things could be recycled a 
little better. 

GWYNETH: Yes, that’s a good point. We can leave things 
for the Hillhurst Sunnyside flea market on 
Saturdays and they give clothing away. 

LINDA: That’s perfect. 

GWYNETH: What would you like Calgarians to know about the 
Samaritan Club in the next five to ten years? 
We’re not very high profile, you know. 

LINDA: Yes and that’s the interesting thing because the 
Samaritan Club was so high profile. 

GWYNETH: Yes, I look at the early clippings and I can’t 
believe how much coverage they had. But Mrs. 
Woods was married to a newspaperman. 

LINDA: Exactly, but Mrs. Harvie was a Southam so that 
was the connection with the Woods because the 
Southam press bought the Calgary Herald, so the 
Samaritan Club got huge coverage, if it wanted 
it. And it was so interesting [the coverage] for 
the Spring Teas. 

GWYNETH: Yes? 

LINDA: And I remember one time there was a special 
luncheon on the roof of the Hudson’s Bay. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes? 
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LINDA: I have a feeling there was a dog show and they 
had a parade of the best of breeds and it was a 
luncheon because my great-aunt, was a keen 
Samaritan member and was also a keen dog-lover. 
So there was that. It was on the roof and it was 
very novel. 

GWYNETH: That could be used in a different way. We are 
trying to think of ideas. Are there any other 
special events that you can think of?  

LINDA: But now what I do think is much better about the 
Samaritan Club is that it is no longer all 
Anglican. It’s very inclusive.  

GWYNETH: It’s not as inclusive as we would like it to be. 

LINDA: Don’t you think that the thing is that the 
Jewish Women’s Club is so active and the 
Catholic Women are also active? It would be so 
good if we could just pool all of the resources. 
Maybe we need to function more like the Calgary 
Foundation. 

GWYNETH: Is there anything else you would like to talk 
about? 

LINDA: No, I think we’ve really covered the lot. 

GWYNETH: It’s been absolutely fascinating. Your 
connections with early Calgary are fascinating. 

LINDA: Well, it’s so much fun to suddenly stop and 
think there are all these threads. You forget. 

GWYNETH: I hope that it’s been fun for you to talk about 
it. 

LINDA: It’s been really fun. 

GWYNETH: And really fascinating. Thank you very much, 
Linda. 

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 
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