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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Joanne Manning by Mara Foster in 
August 10, 2015. 

MARA: This is August 10, 2015 and I am Mara Foster and 
I am talking on the telephone with Joanne 
Manning at her home in Calgary. So, we are going 
to talk about your memories of the Samaritan 
Club of Calgary. Have you always lived in 
Calgary or where did you come from? 

JOANNE: No, I was raised in Billingham and Washington 
State and came here in 1957 as a new bride 
because I met and married this native Calgarian. 

MARA: Ah? 

JOANNE: I was a B.Sc. in Nursing from the University of 
Washington and when I arrived here, I did not 
have my license to practise. It took about three 
months for me to get all of the paperwork 
together because they went back as far as my 
high school and my university and my school of 
nursing, etc. etc. So, by the time I was okay to 
get my Alberta R.N. registration, I was 
pregnant. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOANNE: So, we had three daughters. Two are living in 
town and one in Toronto. Their kids are all 
pretty well grown, too. They are 30 down to 18. 
I didn’t work until I went back to do my 
refresher course in 1980 and then went to work 
one year full time at the Holy [Cross Hospital] 
and planning to go relief after that. And then I 
ended up 15 years later, still working mostly 
full time. Then they closed the Holy and I went 
to the Rocky View. I had been on a surgical unit 
and I really enjoyed it. Of course, being at the 
Holy, which is really my neighbourhood, we ran 
into a lot of people that my in-laws knew and we 
knew or we knew the parents of the patients, so 
it was like a small community.  You could always 
find someone going up and down the elevator that 
you knew or were related to. 
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MARA: [laughter] Yes. 

JOANNE: And so I loved that. I loved going back. I 
didn’t love going back to school but I loved 
going back to nursing. After they closed our 
unit at the Holy, before they closed the Holy, 
itself, I went to the Rockyview and went to 
Post-Partum and didn’t have to bump anybody out 
of that position because it was an open 
position.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOANNE: And I liked that, but it was 12-hour shifts. It 
was getting harder and harder to do the 12 hour 
nights. Not the doing of them, but leaving home 
at 7:00 at night when everybody else is 
hunkering down for an evening of T.V. or 
whatever. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: I lived in Elbow Park. We lived there, first for 
several years in Roxboro and then moved over 
here to East Elbow Park to Ken’s parents’ home 
which they built when they were married in 1929 
and we’re still there. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOANNE: I didn’t go to school here, but Ken went to 
University of Alberta so there are lots of his 
buddies around and they all took me in as if I 
was part of their group. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOANNE: And still am, which was very nice, and I go to 
Christ Church still. My husband was Anglican 
right from the beginning and Christ Church was 
the neighbourhood church, so he started going 
there and he enjoyed that, so I went along with 
him. 

MARA: Uh huh? So you had your children? 

JOANNE: Yes, had the kids and stayed at home until the 
youngest one was in their last year of high 
school. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: And then, that’s when I did my refresher course 
at Mount Royal [College]. 
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MARA: Uh huh. 

JOANNE: Then I went to work until somewhere about ’95 or 
’96. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: But up until then, right until I went back to 
school, I was quite active with the Samaritan 
Club and really enjoyed it.   

MARA: Yes? 

JOANNE: My mother-in-law was an Associate when I first 
came here, as were many of her friends. When it 
came time to put some volunteer time in, it was 
either to go with the Junior League, if you got 
invited, or the Samaritan Club looked like a 
good alternative because you didn’t have to get 
a babysitter to go and do some work for somebody 
else. Whereas, the Samaritan Club, we could do 
it all on our own time, mostly weekends. 

MARA: Yes? 

JOANNE: So, then it became a really good place to do 
your volunteer work and I enjoyed the women in 
it. I enjoyed it really, a lot. When did I join? 
I was pregnant with Jane and I think that would 
have been in 1959.  

MARA: So your mother-in-law was your sponsor? 

JOANNE: Mom, my mother-in-law, probably.  She and a 
friend probably were my sponsors. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JOANNE: I think we had to have sponsors at that time. 

MARA: And when you started, were you a Working 
Associate, at the time? 

JOANNE: Yes.  

MARA: So you worked at the Sales, I imagine. 

JOANNE: Mostly for the rummage sales. And the Annual 
Meeting, that was about what we did, the 
Associates, at that time.  

MARA: Yes. 
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JOANNE: All my age group, we all had little children, so 
it was have Dad home babysitting while you did 
the rummage sale on Saturday. That’s when we 
brought everything on Friday night. And then 
Saturday was the sale. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JOANNE: And my husband usually worked until noon, so my 
mother-in-law stepped in for a lot of that 
babysitting. 

MARA: Yes? 

JOANNE: For the Saturday sales, anyway, down at the 
Cathedral.  

MARA: Oh, right. 

JOANNE: Oh, that was work. 

MARA: Was it more then than it is now? 

JOANNE: No, it’s as much work now, it’s just so much 
more organized. When we started bringing stuff 
in on Thursday and sorting and pricing on 
Friday, it made a huge difference in our net 
sales. It made a huge difference. 

MARA: Why was that? 

JOANNE: Because, we priced everything. 

MARA: And before that? 

JOANNE: We just put it out and there were big signs 
above. Pants were so much and shirts were so 
much and dresses were so and so forth, just a 
standard price. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: But then we started pricing with individual 
prices on a lot of the better stuff. 

MARA: Oh? Uh huh. 

JOANNE: Except for now in Ladies’ Separates, it’s kind 
of hard to price everything, but everything else 
seems to have its own price. I spent a lot of 
time in the Men’s Department measuring pant 
legs. 

JOANNE: [laughter]  
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JOANNE: Then from there I went to Ladies’ Dresses and 
stayed there until now. If I go back, I go to 
Ladies’ Dresses.  

MARA: Yes. And it becomes quite a nice group, doesn’t 
it. 

JOANNE: It does. It was when you saw your friends again 
on the Friday and you had lunch with them or you 
visited with them. And then every once in a 
while somebody would crack the whip and say, 
“You’re not here to visit. You’re here to price 
the clothes.” 

MARA: [Laughter] 

JOANNE: But we would get caught up with friends that we 
only see twice a year or whatever. 

MARA: Yes. It is kind of nice, isn’t it?  Tell me what 
you remember about the sale. Just describe it 
for somebody who had never seen it. 

JOANNE: Well, at first, down at the Cathedral, it was 
just a huge jumble. There was only one entrance 
in and it was dark down there and it was hot and 
it was really not a lot of fun. 

MARA: Mm. 

JOANNE: So when we moved… I think from there we went to 
the Stampede Grounds. 

MARA: Yes? 

JOANNE: And now it’s a lot better because we have a lot 
more space and a lot more air and we were only 
under the old Grandstand for a while and then we 
went to the Ag Building. We were there. That’s 
where I was Chairman, when we were at the Ag 
Building. We only were Chairman once. We were 
assistant, and then we did one and then we were 
helper afterward. 

MARA: Uh huh.  

JOANNE: Anyway, it is just a big, huge jumble sale. I 
mean, it always has been. Then we get a lot of 
people coming back, you know, every spring and 
fall. And some of our families that we looked 
after for many years, came and almost became 
friends. They would come and want to know how 
your kids were and how their kids were and how 
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they were doing and so on. Some of them we had 
known for ten years. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: And there was one man who used to come and 
always wanted velvet. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOANNE: And everybody kind of rolled their eyes and say 
“Has the velvet man come yet?” It was a bit 
weird. You know some of them are weird and some 
of them do funny things. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOANNE: I shouldn’t say they are weird. I am classifying 
them as weird but they are not really. They’re 
just different. 

MARA: Yeah. 

JOANNE: But it was always great to see the families 
come. The mothers, usually they were single 
moms, at this point. 

MARA: Do you think the sales are still worth-while? 

JOANNE: Oh, yes. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOANNE: I mean look at the stuff we bring in. What would 
we do with all that stuff if we didn’t have a 
sale? 

MARA: [laughter] Yes, it’s the ultimate recycling, 
perhaps. 

JOANNE: It is. It’s not fun. It’s work, but it certainly 
brings the money in. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: It would be dumb to stop it, actually. 

MARA: Yes, it comes up as an issue every so often, 
doesn’t it? 

JOANNE: It does, yes. Why are we working so hard? Along 
that line, I think when I was Past-President, or 
just before or just after, it was decided that 
we should do something pretty, I guess.  
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MARA: Yes? 

JOANNE: And we had done a tea at the Terrill Greenhouses 
that we made our sandwiches and our cookies and 
we sold them. I was pretty well into little kids 
at that time. I mainly just got to the tea, 
didn’t work at it.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOANNE: Then we started a flower show after that. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOANNE: I was head of that, I think, the last time. We 
had them at the Palliser, latterly. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JOANNE: I can’t remember before that, where we were. 
Then, after the flower show, we started the Arts 
and Crafts Sales. 

MARA: Oh, yes. 

JOANNE: And that first one, it was suggested that I 
would be a good head for that so I said only if 
I could grab two people to help me and we’ll all 
three do it. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOANNE: And so it was Jackie Balfour and Marge Filipski. 
She came here with her husband who was playing 
football with the Stampeders. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JOANNE: So looked around at different venues and what 
possibilities we had. We looked at Mount Royal, 
at their concourse. That was one big place. We 
ended up being at the hotel at Heritage Park 
which worked really fine but it became too small 
after a couple of years. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOANNE: And they then moved it to one of the courtyards 
in one big office buildings downtown, then we 
went to City Hall. We had one more after that, 
in one of the community centres and it wasn’t 
well-attended because it wasn’t right in the 
middle of things. 
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MARA: Oh. 

JOANNE: It kind of died a natural death because other 
people had started taking over pre-Christmas 
sales, so it ran its course. 

MARA: Yeah. 

JOANNE: But Jackie and Marge were great fun to work with 
because they were quite different. One night we 
had gone to the Glencoe to eat dinner and then 
proceeded to go back to Jackie’s house for a 
couple of after dinner drinks. 

MARA: Oh, good. 

JOANNE: My husband came looking for me. 

MARA: [laughter] 

JOANNE: Oh, that was bad. It’s just how you get caught 
up in the time of day and the company and so on. 

MARA: Yes, but that’s part of the fun of the whole 
thing.  

JOANNE: Oh, it was fun, but when I look back on the 
whole, I think, “Oh, man. That was bad.” 

MARA: Well, we were all younger then, too. 

JOANNE: You’re right.  

MARA: So you helped with the Artisan’s Committee and 
the Tea and the Flower Show and you must have 
been on some committees with the Actives. 

JOANNE: Yes, I did Family Assistance. Karleen Sabey was 
my partner in the Family Assistance. So we did 
that one or two years. One for sure. So, Karleen 
and I would get names and we go visit these 
people and then we would figure out what they 
needed and then we would deliver it or have it 
delivered. Then we would get Christmas stuff 
ready and there was one family that we went to 
visit in Forest Lawn. They had little kids in 
diapers. Carlene couldn’t go when I had 
collected the stuff to take back to them. I 
think it was maybe Christmas presents, I’m not 
sure. 

MARA: Uh huh. 
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JOANNE: But when I went, the husband was home and the 
mother had her arms wrapped and bandages from 
the rib to the elbow. 

MARA: Mm. 

JOANNE: And of course, being a nurse, dumb me, I said, 
“Oh, my gosh, what happened?” And she said, “I 
kind of got it slammed in the oven.” And I said, 
“Oh that would be hard to do, to do both of 
them.” Finally the husband said, “Well, 
actually, I did it.” 

MARA: Mm 

JOANNE: You know, the people at Emergency, I don’t know 
about them. They didn’t get all of the glass out 
of her hand. I remember thinking, “Why are 
you’re here alone?”  

MARA: Yes? 

JOANNE: I nearly had a wreck leaving, I was so anxious 
to get out of there. I mean, he wouldn’t have 
done anything, for sure, but you don’t get 
exposed to that kind of thing every day. 

MARA: Mm. 

JOANNE: You know it’s there and I should have known 
better because I certainly went to those kinds 
of places in Seattle when I was doing my public 
health training. I was down on skid row by 
myself, however, I wasn’t a mother then. I 
didn’t have a family to look after. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOANNE: It was the one thing that really troubled me 
about that job was that one family because she 
was so meek and mild. I thought that afterwards 
that she’s probably just going to stay in there. 
There’s no place to go to. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: So that was one experience with home visits that 
was not a plus. Everything else was pretty well 
a plus. 

MARA: The committee is quite removed now from the 
people receiving the help. Do you think that’s a 
better situation? 
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JOANNE: Mm hmm.  

MARA: I think it’s just a better fit these days. 

JOANNE: Oh, yes, these days definitely. 

MARA: What other committees did you serve on? 

JOANNE: There was Rummage Sale and the Art Show and the 
Flower Show. I think that was it, other than 
being President. 

MARA: Did you do anything with the Layettes? 

JOANNE: No, I didn’t do Layettes. 

MARA: So you were on the Executive, you became 
President and did you have particular goals for 
that time? 

JOANNE: I don’t think we had that we particular goal. We 
had more money to give away than we had had for 
quite a while because Pearl had started the 
lottery tickets, you know? 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: So we had a fair amount of money so we did have 
to look at other things to give our money to. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JOANNE: Other than just camperships. I can’t recall if 
we just sent more kids to camp. We gave some 
play equipment to Children’s Hospital. I don’t 
recall that copper hood at all.  

MARA: We found a picture of the copper hood for 
Nakiska Mountain Lodge. We think that was Camp 
Chief Hector, at the time. 

JOANNE: I think so but the Indians wanted their property 
back so the Y bought different property and I 
think they had to give up the buildings. And the 
people that I talked to said that it was a 
lovely log building and so I am sure that’s 
where that copper hood was but it probably 
burned down. 

MARA: And you are thinking about gifts and the money. 
Were there any other things that come to mind, 
that you remember? 
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JOANNE: No, it’s been so far back. We gave wheelchairs 
to Heritage Park. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

JOANNE: I think Joan Milton and I were in one of those 
pictures in the rain. I think that I saw that in 
the book at the luncheon. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

JOANNE: I can’t think of anything else. 

MARA: You mentioned the AGM. What do you remember from 
the AGM? 

JOANNE: I remember being very nervous. 

MARA: Why was that? 

JOANNE: Just because I am not a public speaker. It’s 
just that I was never in front of a microphone, 
so I would get worried about it. It always 
worked okay because I could read my speech. They 
were usually at the golf club and we changed 
them to Wednesday because Tuesday was lady’s day 
and a lot of our members played. They were 
always really nice. 

MARA: That was at the Country Club? 

JOANNE: All of them, they have all been really nice.  

MARA: Yeah. 

JOANNE: And great to get back and see people that you 
haven’t seen for quite some time. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: When my husband got dementia, he was not letting 
me have as much free time, so I didn’t get to 
many of the luncheons until the last couple of 
years. 

MARA: Oh, yes? 

JOANNE: And then I couldn’t get to the Supersales 
either. He didn’t like me to leave him alone. 

MARA: No, I don’t blame him. That’s scary. So the 
AGM’s were often at the Country Club and then 
they moved to Willow Park? 
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JOANNE: I think we had one at Lake Bonavista, I’m not 
sure. That would be in the minutes. Then we did 
Willow Park. And then we went up to the Winter 
Club, didn’t we? 

MARA: I don’t know. 

JOANNE: How long have you been a member? 

MARA: Just since ’99. 

JOANNE: So those would have been since then. Did we ever 
go up there? 

MARA: No, we have the bridge at the Winter Club. 

JOANNE: Yeah. 

MARA: What about when you were an Active, you had 
Christmas parties. Do you want to say anything 
about that? 

JOANNE: Yes, the Actives had a Christmas party. Somebody 
would offer their house and we’d all bring a 
present. I might have that mixed up with the 
present parties. We often went to Pearl’s house 
and she had everything decorated up. It was all 
in pink and burgundy and silver. They were 
great. They were a dinner. 

MARA: Yes. What do you think has changed at the club 
since you started and what do you think you 
would change if you could? 

JOANNE: Well, a lot that changed was that the fact that 
the young girls and young mothers were working 
so we didn’t have the same people to draw from. 
Also, there was the [Junior] League and the 
Children’s Hospital Aid Society that drew off a 
lot of people. They drew off a lot of people, I 
notice, in the last five or six years, that 
ordinarily would be good candidates for the 
Samaritan Club. Then a lot of those women work 
and it’s hard to do both, to work and [to 
volunteer]. And then there was another big 
change when the North Hill girls started to come 
into the club. They made a real injection of 
energy and enthusiasm. 

MARA: Oh? 

JOANNE: Because the group was really dying off and to 
get new blood was great. 
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MARA: Yes? 

JOANNE: So it’s kind of a good mixture now from all over 
the city. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: More so than it used to be. 

MARA: What would you change about the club if you 
wanted to change something? 

JOANNE: I can’t think about anything I would like to 
change. I think we do really well going with the 
flow and with the times. The young ones – you 
young ones - come up with new ideas and have 
more enthusiasm than us tired ones. 

MARA: [laughter] Gee, whiz. What would you say overall 
that you enjoyed about the club the most? 

JOANNE: The camaraderie and then the earning and giving 
the money away. Those two things, mainly. 

MARA: What did you not enjoy? 

JOANNE: Probably sorting rummage. [laughter] 

MARA: Oh? 

JOANNE: That’s probably the worst job. The opening of 
green garbage bags is always a chore. But you 
know, some of it is treasures and there’s junk. 
That’s probably the one job that I’m not really 
fond of, but I do it.  

MARA: Yes. Are there any other stories that you 
remember. 

JOANNE: The year that I was the convenor for the Flower 
Show, we borrowed a trellis from the Petroleum 
Club to use for a display.  Nobody had a truck 
that we could use to go and pick it up and not 
many of our husbands had pick-up trucks. So June 
Kirkham, who was an Associate, and she was going 
to be looking after the wine and jelly table and 
I walked down from the Palliser Hotel to the 
Petroleum Club, took the lattice, like an arbour 
and carried it back through the streets to the 
Palliser. 

JOANNE: [laughter] 



 Page 14 

 

JOANNE: Lots of people were looking on like “What are 
you doing?” We laughed all of the way because we 
thought “This is crazy. Why are we doing this?” 
But we got it there. 

MARA: I think that’s fun. A really neat story. 

JOANNE: I don’t do much anymore because I just can’t 
handle the floors too long, any more. 

MARA: Yeah, the concrete. Standing on the concrete 
floors. 

JOANNE: And having to sell tickets. We didn’t really 
have a quota of tickets that we had to sell. But 
I hate doing that for other organizations. I did 
enough of that, canvassing in my district with 
other things. The cancer and the heart and so 
forth.  

JOANNE: Mm hmm.  

JOANNE: So I can’t think of anything right now that I 
would like to change. It’s just a fight to keep 
getting younger people involved. 

MARA: Yes, that’s right. 

JOANNE: And that’s not just Samaritan Club. All service 
clubs are having trouble. 

MARA: Mm hmm 

JOANNE: Getting new younger members. So many families, 
mother and dad are working and then when they’re 
off, they want to be doing recreation. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: It’s hard to keep up with all things in a young 
family. 

MARA: Yes, it is really hard. What would you like 
Calgarians to know about the Samaritan Club? 

JOANNE: Just our history. Basically, what we do and 
where our money goes. How we get it. More of the 
same of what’s out there. Getting our picture in 
the paper for donating money but that’s harder 
and harder to do, too.  

MARA: Yes. It is. Do you want to comment on the name? 
A lot of people that I have interviewed have 
commented on the name, the Samaritan Club. A lot 
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of people get it confused with other 
organizations. 

JOANNE: Well, I think historically, with the Samaritan 
Club of Calgary, we do get Good Samaritan 
problems there.  

MARA: [laughter] 

JOANNE: But if we changed it to “Samaritan Club of 
Calgary” might make a difference and used it all 
of the time instead of “The Samaritan Club.” 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: That’s the only thing I can think of. I would 
hate to lose that name because it is historical. 

MARA: Yes, absolutely. Any other thoughts that you 
would like to share? 

JOANNE: No, other than that it’s always been such a 
pleasure to be associated with the Samaritan 
Club and I’ve made so many, many long-time 
friends who I would not have made friends with 
had it not been for the Samaritan Club. I mean, 
from all over the city. 

MARA: Yes. 

JOANNE: It was fun years. Looking back, I really enjoyed 
them. I enjoy the luncheons, getting caught up 
with people that I know for so long and I never 
see. But now, we’ve got more time to do that.  

MARA: Thank you very much for doing this. 

JOANNE: Oh, no problem. 
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