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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Dorothy Lomas by Mara Foster on 
September 6, 2014. 

MARA: This is September 6, 2014. I am Mara Foster and 
I am with Dorothy Lomas at her home in Calgary. 
We’re going to talk about your memories of the 
Samaritan Club of Calgary. Have you always lived 
in Calgary? 

DOROTHY: No, I grew up in Edmonton and when I was 
married, which was just over 60 years ago I came 
to Calgary. I met my husband at the University 
of Alberta where we both graduated. Also, there 
were a great many students from Calgary because 
the University of Alberta was the only 
university in Alberta, so I knew a lot of people 
when I came to Calgary. So I didn’t come exactly 
cold into Calgary, although Edmonton people were 
inclined to look down on Calgary as the cow town 
and Edmonton was the capital and all of those 
good things. 

MARA: [laughter] 

DOROTHY: Anyway, I came to Calgary in July of 1954 and 
have lived here since. 

MARA: Mm. 

DOROTHY: We had a couple of years in an apartment and 
then with a growing family, built a home in 
Meadowlark Park, which was, at that time, quite 
far out of town. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

DOROTHY: Right on the edge of 66th Avenue which was the 
city limits at that time and our friends said 
“Oh, we’ll never see you, you’re going so far 
away.” And then, of course, they moved further 
south than that. 

MARA: Uh huh. 
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DOROTHY: Then following six years in Meadow Lark Park, we 
moved to Chinook Park because we had an 
enlarging family. Actually we lived on the park 
in Chinook Park and across the park from us was 
the Tooles, Jean and Bill Toole.  It was from 
Jean Toole that I heard about the Samaritan 
Club. 

MARA: Oh? 

DOROTHY: I believe she was very involved with it and so I 
started to do things with the Samaritan Club. I 
had other community involvement prior to that 
but I was a so-called ‘stay-at-home mother’ with 
four kids and you have to do something to keep 
your sanity. [laughter] 

MARA: What did you take in Edmonton at University of 
Alberta? 

DOROTHY: Household Economics, of course, that was one of 
the courses. After graduation with a B.Sc. in 
Home Economics, which was basically foods and 
nutrition, I interned for a year as a hospital 
dietician at the University Hospital. I did that 
for a year before marrying.  

MARA: Yes? 

DOROTHY: It was a wonderful time and a wonderful 
education and I enjoyed it thoroughly. 

MARA: And your husband, what did he take? 

DOROTHY: He took Commerce and then Law. He graduated in 
Law and articled here in Calgary and eventually 
became a partner with McLeod Dixon, which is a 
rather legendary law firm that lasted a whole 
hundred years.  His name was Earl Lomas. Then he 
became a judge of the Court of Queen’s Bench and 
then retired from the court after twenty-three 
years. Sadly, he died five years ago. 

MARA: Oh, I’m sorry to hear that. So you moved to be 
with your husband because his job was here? 

DOROTHY: Well, yes. He lived here and had already 
articled and was making a princely salary of 
about $120.00 a month. 

MARA: Wow. 

DOROTHY: Oh, I tell you… [laughter]  
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MARA: Oh, that’s outrageous. 

DOROTHY: It seemed pretty good at the time, I guess. 

MARA: Sure. 

DOROTHY: Things were a little different. We had good 
times and lots of good friends and everybody was 
busy having babies so it was a very happy 
congenial time for all of us. 

MARA: And you had four babies? 

DOROTHY: Yup, a girl and three boys. 

MARA: And that kept you busy? 

DOROTHY: Yes an out of mischief. 

MARA: And I think most women stayed home with their 
babies. 

DOROTHY: There were very few who worked. It was just post 
war, you know. A lot of veterans had returned 
from the war and were at the university. There 
were lots of jobs and lots of people for them. 
There was no trouble getting a good job if you 
wanted one, but I had a good job. 

MARA: Yes, you were busy. 

DOROTHY: Yes. 

MARA: And your kids went to school here?  

DOROTHY: Yes. 

MARA: Are they still here? 

DOROTHY: Two of them are and one is in Edmonton and one 
is in Vancouver. 

MARA: Not too far away. 

DOROTHY: No. 

MARA: And now you’re in Elbow Park? 

DOROTHY: Yes 

MARA: So you’ve moved three times, at least. 

DOROTHY: Yes, thank goodness, no more. I’m not good at 
moving.  
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MARA: But you like this community? 

DOROTHY: This is a lovely community. It’s well situated 
for all of the things that I like to do and I am 
very happy here. With any luck, I’ll be able to 
stay. 

MARA: Oh, I hope so. What was Calgary like when you 
first moved to Calgary? 

DOROTHY: Oh, it was full of life. Of course, I was in a 
very young group and we were all busy having 
children. It was easy to go down town. It was 
easy to park. It was easy to do things and get 
around. It was so much smaller than it is now. 
As a mentioned 66th Avenue, which is now known 
as Glenmore Trail was the city limits. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOROTHY: Which just blows your mind at this point because 
that’s just inner city, now. 

MARA: Amazing. 

DOROTHY: There have been many, many changes.  

MARA: Then, you were saying, you got to know about the 
Samaritan Club. Was it Mrs. Toole who sponsored 
you? 

DOROTHY: I don’t remember. She told me about it and I had 
stuff to get rid of and one way and another, it 
worked out. I had been involved in Junior League 
and in choir at church and community activities. 
I was doing a lot of stuff. I did a lot of stuff 
with the Junior League. The thing with the 
Samaritan Club is that there were two specific 
times with the two rummage sales that just 
worked out so nicely. You knew what you were 
doing, you could go in and you could do your bit 
and that was that. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOROTHY: There were lots of people who were very involved 
in the running of the Club, but I never cared to 
do that. I wanted to get in and do something and 
get it over with and get on to the next thing. 

MARA: More like a project. 

DOROTHY: Yes. 
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MARA: So you joined as a Working Associate? 

DOROTHY: I suppose so, yes. 

MARA: Did you go to the meetings? 

DOROTHY: Oh, yes. We always went to the meetings. We had 
to do that, to see your friends. Goodness, we 
had to go. [laughter] One of the really nice 
things about the Rummage Sales is that you did 
meet a lot of your friends or people who became 
friends.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

DOROTHY: And people that you wouldn’t have met otherwise. 
Because my husband was a lawyer, if I had stuck 
with the people he went with, they would be all 
in the same circle. He was also a very avid 
golfer and I never was, for obvious reasons, so 
it was nice to expand my area of friendships. I 
always enjoyed the work of doing the Rummage 
Sales.  

DOROTHY: Oh, yes. 

DOROTHY: It’s great fun and it’s gotten so much bigger 
over the years. I think my first job was at the 
Rummage Sale was when we were at the Stampede 
Grounds in the old horse barns. 

MARA: Oh, were you? 

DOROTHY: Yes. I, for some reason, was in charge of 
accessories and hats and gloves and there was so 
little stuff in that area, that one person, just 
me, was able to take care of it.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

DOROTHY: But now it’s expanded so much that it’s a very 
big part of the Rummage Sale. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOROTHY: Of course, the whole Rummage Sale has expanded 
enormously. 

MARA: It is big, isn’t it? What other departments did 
you work in? 

DOROTHY: I think that I’ve worked in every department, 
over the years. The one I ended up in and the 
one I loved the most is books.  
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MARA: Oh? 

DOROTHY: That is where I worked, at least the last ten 
years. 

MARA: Why did you enjoy that the most? 

DOROTHY: Because I love books. 

MARA: And nice women work there, so it’s kind of fun. 

DOROTHY: Oh, nice women work everywhere, but I just love 
books. I donated to everything, of course, but 
there were always funny things [happening].  I 
remember one point when I was in pots and pans. 
I looked at an old pot that had seen a lot of 
years. I lifted it up and said to my colleague, 
“Look at this one. This one has seen a lot of 
work.” Then wouldn’t you know it, just as I said 
that, the owner of that pot, who was a venerable 
lady, and I won’t give her name… said, “Well, 
it’s seen a lot of years, ladies.” 

MARA: [laughter] 

DOROTHY: I got so red. I was so embarrassed. 

MARA: But you said the right thing, because we are all 
trying to be so careful to have good things to 
sell. 

DOROTHY: She said, “Well, it has seen fifty years.” 

MARA: Oh, goodness. 

DOROTHY: So, I’ve got pots that have seen fifty years and 
they’re still okay. 

MARA: Yes, and whether someone would buy them, I don’t 
know. 

DOROTHY: People do and people did. You know, you get 
something like that for twenty-five cents… if 
you’re starting out, hey, that’s good. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOROTHY: We serve a real purpose for some people. It may 
be our old junk, but to them it’s better than 
nothing. 

MARA: And it’s so inexpensive. 

DOROTHY: People are getting fussier now.  
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MARA: The customers or the Samaritans? 

DOROTHY: I don’t honestly know. There’s so much more 
stuff available. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOROTHY: We don’t reuse as well as we used to. Of course, 
I was brought up in the Dirty Thirties and you 
just reused it until it fell apart and that was 
that. There was no question of that. 

MARA: So things have changed. 

DOROTHY: Yes, we are very much a more affluent society. 
It’s good but it’s wasteful, too. 

MARA: So the sale really helps with not wasting 
because things move around to other people. 

DOROTHY: Oh, sure,yes.  

MARA: When was the last Sale you worked at? 

DOROTHY: My husband, as it happens, died on the date of 
the Samaritan Club sale, September 26, 2009, 
which was a Saturday. 

MARA: Oh, dear. 

DOROTHY: He had declined for over a year, so I suppose I 
wasn’t able to go to the Sales that year because 
I was occupied with my husband. Since then, I 
haven’t been able to go for one reason or 
another. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOROTHY: But I have kept contributing. The stuff keeps 
accumulating. 

MARA: It does. And you are still a member? 

DOROTHY: Oh, yes. I support it, very much so. 

MARA: And do you go to the Annual General Meeting? 

DOROTHY: I haven’t. I’ve had my fill of annual general 
meetings of the various clubs that I’ve belonged 
to and I’ve had a little illness, myself, so I 
have to slow down. 
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MARA: What other activities, do you remember from the 
Samaritan Club, that you might have been 
involved with besides the Sales? 

DOROTHY: Well, I used to go to the bridge. I was never a 
very avid or good bridge player. It was mostly 
the Sales. 

MARA: Do you remember any customers? 

DOROTHY: Oh, we would know in the book department when 
the dealers were there. 

MARA: How would you know?  

DOROTHY: Oh, just the way that would go at things. They 
weren’t looking for the title, they were looking 
for the good book. They’d come and ding, ding, 
ding. Somebody who is coming to get a book or 
title is looking at things quite differently 
than a dealer. 

MARA: Oh? 

DOROTHY: We were selling our good hard cover books for 
one dollar each and they could take them and 
sell them for ten. 

MARA: Oh, yes? That’s good recycling. 

DOROTHY: But hey, that works. I have no complaints. I 
also would return a lot of books that I had 
bought for various reasons but unfortunately, I 
also bought books and took them home. 

MARA: [laughter] That was my next question. What did 
you buy at the Sale? 

DOROTHY: Oh, lots of books. Yes, it worked out very well, 
for both me and the Club. 

MARA: And then you could return them if you wished, 
for the next sale. 

DOROTHY: Indeed. 

MARA: Who did you work with in that department? 

DOROTHY: Oh, my. I can remember the faces but I am 
getting to the point where the names take a 
while to fit to the faces.  

MARA: Me, too.  Was Michelle Laflamme in that 
department? 



 Page 9 

 

DOROTHY: She started a couple of years before I finished 
going. She’s quite a character. She’s quite a 
lady. 

MARA: And Gwen Fujino, was she in the Book Department, 
then. 

DOROTHY: Not that I recall. Of course, she became 
President. 

MARA: Yes. 

DOROTHY: I don’t recall that name apropos of books. It 
doesn’t mean she wasn’t there. 

MARA: So you were really into the raising of the 
money, not so much of the giving away of money. 

DOROTHY: Yes.  I’m not very good of taking care of the 
boring things. I can appreciate them and I can 
read the annual report about where it’s gone and 
I am very impressed with the way the Samaritan 
Club handles the money that it has, the people 
that it supports, but I am not part of doing 
that. I am part of raising the money and I give 
it over to good hands who will distribute it 
properly. 

MARA: Mm hmm. That is so important, to raise that 
money. 

DOROTHY: It is important. It’s a partnership. I find that 
dealing with facts and figures … for all that I 
like to check the last year’s ins and outs. I 
find facts and figures boring. I am a doer. 

MARA: So you approve of the way that money is being 
used? 

DOROTHY: I am very impressed with the way the money has 
been used. Yes, indeed, and how well-managed the 
club is, with the annual meeting and the facts 
and figures presented properly and then just a 
summary at the end of where everything has gone. 
I keep that page and put it in my little file 
for the Samaritan Club.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

DOROTHY: I don’t need to know all the details, although, 
I appreciate that’s the most important part, but 
it’s not my department. 
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MARA: Has anything changed with the Samaritan Club 
that you’ve noticed over time for the good or 
for the bad? 

DOROTHY: I have no particular comment or knowledge on 
that subject. It seems to me to be pretty good 
and steady. 

MARA: Yes, I guess that’s why it survived so long. 

DOROTHY: Yes, I think so. 

MARA: If you could tell people in Calgary in the next 
while about the Samaritan Club, what would you 
want them to know? 

DOROTHY: Well, one would stress that it has lasted over 
100 years and that it’s women helping families 
and filling in the cracks between the big places 
you give your money to and those who need it. 

MARA: Ah? 

DOROTHY: I mean, giving layettes to poor babies, I think 
that’s very important. All the big funds are 
very, very important. We couldn’t do without 
them and give money to them, too.  But there are 
inevitably cracks that need to be filled and 
that’s where we come in. 

MARA: That’s nicely put. Any other thoughts about 
Calgary or the Samaritan Club? 

DOROTHY: No. 

MARA: You’re still a member. 

DOROTHY: I am happy to be a member and happy to give them 
money. I feel they do a good job with it, and 
that’s the least I could do because I can’t 
physically help. 

MARA: Yes, and you are still a member so you have a 
feeling of attachment. 

DOROTHY: Oh, yes, because they are good people who do 
good work. 

MARA: Thank you very much, Dorothy. I really 
appreciate your time. 

DOROTHY: You’re most welcome and thank you for your help. 
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