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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Gwyneth Gillette by Mara Foster on 
June 29, 2015. 

MARA: This is Mara Foster and it is June 29, 2015. I 
am at Gwyneth Gillette’s home and I am 
interviewing her for the Samaritan Club of 
Calgary. We are going to talk about your 
memories of the Samaritan Club and your memories 
of being in Calgary. So, have you always lived 
in Calgary? 

GWYNETH: No, I haven’t. I was born here but then my dad 
lost his job during the Depression [during 
1930’s] and we became nomads and stayed in 
various villages in Alberta and then I came back 
to Calgary after I was married and my husband 
was employed here with Imperial Oil. 

MARA: Oh? So tell us about your family then. Your 
husband and did you have children? 

GWYNETH: We had four children, two girls and two boys. 
They all went to school in Calgary. They all 
went to the same schools and now our 
grandchildren are going to the same schools, so 
it’s kind of a history. 

MARA: Oh. 

GWYNETH: One of our grandchildren broke with tradition 
and went to Robert Thirsk High School, the new 
school. Otherwise, they are all Aberhart grads. 

MARA: Well, so you lived around that neighbourhood, 
there. 

GWYNETH: Yes, we lived in Charleswood Heights.  

MARA: And your husband always was with Imperial Oil. 

GWYNETH: No, no. We were transferred to Regina. We were 
there for five years and then came back to 
Calgary with Imperial. Then we were transferred 
to Edmonton. At the time, there was a down turn 
in the oil business and he and another geologist 
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decided to quit and form a business of their 
own, which they did. And it was a lot of hard 
work for everybody in the family, them mostly. 
But it became successful and we never did go 
back to the oil business and we stayed in 
Calgary. 

MARA: Ah? And what about your background. You said you 
moved around a lot. Did you go beyond high 
school? I think you’re a nurse. 

GWYNETH: Well, I am. But my school, was from grade one to 
twelve and was in the same little village in 
central Alberta. Then, when I graduated, I went 
to the big city of Edmonton. And that was a real 
adventure for me because I was used to a small 
town. It was great. I was at the Royal Alexander 
Hospital and had some wonderful classmates. 
They’re still some of my very best friends. And 
then, my husband, Lloyd, had graduated and he 
was waiting the three years until I did because, 
at that time, you really could not get married 
and continue your nursing career. So, that was 
my experience with that. 

MARA: And then you worked for a while. 

GWYNETH: Yes, I worked until ’96, actually. I didn’t work 
when my children were little. 

MARA: Mm hmm 

GWYNETH: I stayed home but at that time, you could. You 
could do 150 shifts a year, every five years, 
not every year and keep your license. And then 
that changed and that made it a little tougher 
for me to continue but I kept my license always 
active. I worked at the old General and I worked 
at the Foothills. Then later I worked at the 
first emergency walk-in clinic in Calgary and 
the physicians [in that clinic] changed it from 
an emergency clinic to a partial family practice 
and so I stayed there for fifteen years, I think 
it was. 

MARA: Mm. 

GWYNETH: I resigned in ’96.  

MARA: That’s a long career. 

GWYNETH: It was but it was a wonderful career. I tried to 
convince all of my children, including the boys, 
to become R.N.’s but they wouldn’t. 
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MARA: [laughter] 

GWYNETH: They’ve all done something different. 

MARA: Describe your neighbourhood, when you had your 
kids and when you were working and your husband 
was working. Churches and schools. 

GWYNETH: Our neighbourhood, - if you’re talking about the 
street on which we lived, it was a cul-de-sac. 
It was absolutely wonderful. Everybody was a 
good neighbour. We had four children in our 
house, four in the one to the north, four in the 
one to the south. We had all sorts of dogs and 
cats and whatever. You know, it was a very close 
neighbourhood. It was wonderful to grow up in. 
Our dentist was just down the street. 

MARA: Mm. 

GWYNETH: Our doctor, was also, at that time, in a little 
strip mall that was there. They both had offices 
there. Our church was within walking distance, 
but when I had four kids to take to Sunday 
school, I got the car that morning. 

MARA: [laughter] 

GWYNETH: We only had one vehicle until I had my fourth 
baby, so I did a lot of busing and Lloyd did 
car-pooling, now and then. And so he shared with 
some other men from Esso, so I got the car now 
and then if we had an appointment. 

MARA: Yeah? 

GWYNETH: No, it was a very close neighbourhood and so was 
Triwood, which was our community centre. 

MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: The kids all played. We are a very athletic 
family, I must say and they all played sports at 
Triwood. 

MARA: Oh, yes? 

GWYNETH: Ball and soccer and hockey. It was just a very 
close group. 

MARA: It sounds wonderful. And then you moved from 
there to here.  

GWYNETH: No, I didn’t. I moved to Foothills Estates. 
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MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: And yes we lived there for… we were over 30 
years in our house there. And that was another 
great neighbourhood. We had a park in front and 
we had Nose Hill right across the road.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And I’m still good friends with my neighbours 
there. 

MARA: That was close to the golf club, too. 

GWYNETH: No, not really. Foothills, I can walk to it from 
here. No, it’s not. It’s a ways from there, but 
it’s close to the Winter Club. And we joined the 
Winter Club in ’67. That was our Centennial 
project and that was a wonderful family club. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

GWYNETH: Still is. My kids belong still and the 
grandchildren belong. 

MARA: Mm. 

GWYNETH: So it’s had a long history in our family and you 
know, I was on probably every committee in the 
club and Lloyd was on the board and then he was 
president. Yeah, we were really involved there. 
And it’s been a very good family gathering 
place, for us. 

MARA: And then, when did you move here? 

GWYNETH: 2012. After my husband died. 

MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: And then I sold the big house. This was a place 
that we’d looked at together. 

MARA: Oh, really? 

GWYNETH: He always thought that if we needed to move… he 
was not going to move, he was always going to 
stay in that house and so was I until after he 
passed away, I didn’t like rattling around in 
that big house. 

MARA: Yeah. 
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GWYNETH: And so, I knew that this was a place that we 
looked at together, and we never really did find 
a place that we liked because this was what we 
wanted and there was nothing open. They don’t 
come up very often here. 

MARA: You mean, with the view at the back. 

GWYNETH: And on this strip. Yes, the view, the grass 
lands at the back and at the end of the cul-de-
sac, it was just a really nice location. 

MARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: And so, when this came up, I was not interested 
in selling. It was a little soon for me. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And my kids came and looked at it and they said, 
“Mom, you must look at it.” And if you can 
possibly swing it, you should try and buy it and 
then my son who does renovations, would renovate 
it for me. 

MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: And it took him a year. And that was great for 
me. It gave me time to adjust my thinking and 
then by the time he was done, I could hardly 
wait to move in. 

MARA: Oh, perfect. It would probably be nice that it 
was your son. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes.  

MARA: Just some stranger wouldn’t have the same 
feeling. 

GWYNETH: No, he knew the kind of things and how I would 
like it. No, it was a very nice time, although 
renovations aren’t usually… I wasn’t living in 
it, I was living in the big house, so it worked 
well. 

MARA: Oh. That’s wonderful. It’s a wonderful place. 
Well, then how did you hear about the Samaritan 
Club? 

GWYNETH: Well, one of my neighbours on Cayuga, which was 
the Foothills Estates area we lived in was Joyce 
Raymond who belonged. She suggested, actually 
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Eleanor [Gillett] and I joined within a couple 
of months of each other. 

MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: Because she felt we would be good for the club 
and the club would be good for us. It would be a 
good fit. 

MARA: And it was. This was Eleanor Gillett. 

GWYNETH: Yes. No relation but a good friend 

MARA: Similar sounding names. [laughter] 

GWYNETH: Yes, isn’t that something. Yes and Joyce 
unfortunately, couldn’t continue her membership. 
But she’s always maintained her interest and she 
donates every year. 

MARA: Oh, really? Isn’t that nice? Who was the other 
sponsor? You need two, don’t you? 

GWYNETH: Yes, and I’m trying to think who my other 
sponsor might have been and might have just been 
Eleanor because she was a month or so ahead of 
me. 

MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: It could have been her. I can’t think who it 
might have been. It might have been Joan Warke 
because Joan was like a mentor to me when I 
joined. She was a very fine friend and I had 
known her before. And so when I joined… I had 
belonged to another ladies service club before 
that wasn’t a good fit for me because you had to 
do three hours of volunteer work every week and 
I had four little children. It just didn’t work 
that well.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: But this was good for somebody who was a busy 
mom because I didn’t have to go to meetings but 
I had to go to Sales and that worked for me. So, 
that’s how I started. I first did a Sale and I 
worked in the Shoe Department. 

MARA: Oh, yes? 

GWYNETH: And that was the acid test, I tell you. 

MARA: [laughter] 
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GWYNETH: I wasn’t sure. I thought if I have to work here 
all the time, I don’t know if I want to join, 
but that was a small part of it. 

MARA: Mm? 

GWYNETH: You know, you had a choice, after that, what 
department and I was sent to Children’s Wear 
which was just fine. It was a good fit. And 
Elaine Kernahan was the one in charge of it, at 
the time 

MARA: Uh huh. 

GWYNETH: And then they asked me to take it over, but it 
didn’t work well for her. I worked with her 
well, because I could do the things that she 
couldn’t do, like getting up on a ladder and 
putting up signs, but she liked it. It was her 
department. 

MARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: And then I moved to Linens for a while and 
Linens, at the time, was a bit hard for me to do 
physically because you had to lift big quilts 
and boxes and stuff. But anyway, I stayed there 
for a while, too. It was fine. And had some very 
fine women, who had been going there for years. 
And they were so helpful. And one girl's husband 
was invaluable. They were a good department for 
me. I liked that. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And then, I think from there I moved to the 
Concession and that was fun because I got to 
meet everybody who was at the Sale. I really 
enjoyed that. It was kind of a social thing. And 
now I’m going to Object D’Art. 

MARA: Ooh! 

GWYNETH: Yeah, Jackie [Nodwell] talked to me at the 
Spring Tea and she gave me some advice about the 
people who worked there and I said that I can 
see that it’s a very well-oiled department. It’s 
like a machine and they all have their areas and 
she said that sometimes there’s dissention in 
the ranks. They always figure it out. And 
somebody had approached me about working in 
Concession. She would like to change and she 
happened to be in Objects D’Art, so it worked. 
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MARA: Perfect. 

GWYNETH: So I did talk to Melissa at the A.G.M. about 
that. You know, I have been in several 
departments in the Samarian Club, other than the 
Sales. We had a Craft Sale and Tea at the same 
time as we had the Supersale. We were so cramped 
in the quarters that we had it in, which were 
community halls that some people said they 
wouldn’t come because they couldn’t walk around. 
You could go in just a row around the 
departments, it was so cramped. 

MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: And so I did investigate all of the community 
centers that I could think of in Calgary and 
different places for it. And none of them really 
filled the bill until the one that we have now, 
until the Hillhurst Sunnyside Community Centre 
came up. And it has been a really good fit for 
us. 

MARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: But we used to have this Craft Sale and it was 
quite large and the year I convened it, we held 
it down at the Bow Valley Centre. They gave it 
to us free, their foyer. It was absolutely 
gorgeous foyer as a place to have it and they 
were very helpful to us but the Samaritans 
didn’t like it very much. This was when Joan 
Warke really went to bat for me because I was 
the one that suggested it and wanted to try it. 
She backed me for trying it and we realized that 
there wasn’t a lot of walk-by trade. The people 
in the building were wonderful. They came at 
noon hour and bought. And then when we decided 
that we would like to try it the next year, then 
the older membership, they didn’t want to come 
on the LRT and they didn’t want to bus it and 
they didn’t want to park downtown. And you can’t 
blame them. But that was the reason we dropped 
that place.  

MARA: Mm. 

GWYNETH: And then, when we had our little lunch counter 
and tea room and sold jams and jellies, the Food 
and Drug group came in and we couldn’t do that 
because it had to be approved and so many 
things.  

MARA: Oh? 
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GWYNETH: So we dropped that. So then, that went by the 
way of all things that everybody doesn’t agree 
with and we didn’t have any of that anymore. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: So that was big change because that had been 
done in the Samaritan Club for many years. 

MARA: It was a huge operation. 

GWYNETH: It was a very big operation. And there were 
people who came from all over with their crafts. 
They had boxes of crafts and they were 
beautifully done and people knew about it. It 
wasn’t like you had to advertise a whole lot. 
You know, people were aware of it. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: But it just gradually died a natural death. 

MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: And then very early in my membership, I was 
asked by Mary Dunlop to become President and I 
really felt very insecure because I didn’t know 
the workings of the group, properly. They were 
kind of desperate for a President. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: So, I said that I would certainly give it a try. 
And that was when my husband had surgery and I 
felt that I couldn’t do it, with a happy heart. 
I stayed on as long as I could and then when he 
came out of surgery, Rosalie McDonald filled in 
for me, in the last part of that. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And then, I can’t remember what I did after 
that. I did Layettes for three years and I 
didn’t have any help except when Lennie joined 
and she came to help me. She was getting her Mom 
settled in a nursing home and things, but she 
was really willing to help. Often, we would take 
tags off and the wrapping for all these clothes 
was incredible. Everything was in cellophane and 
cardboard. 

MARA: Yes. 
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GWYNETH: Finally, I wrote the company and asked them if 
they ever considered deleting all this packaging 
because it was such a waste. 

MARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: We had little bags that had zippers on them with 
stuff in them. Anyway, that was a real problem. 
But that definitely has changed and after I quit 
that, I was in Project Research. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: I did that for two years and then I was asked to 
be President again and this time I did. Again, 
my husband was very ill but I felt that I had to 
complete my term this time, which I did. To be 
honest with you, he was more ill, on the second 
go around than he was on the first. I didn’t 
know that at the time. I completed my time and I 
know that they alluded to the fact that I was 
also Vice-President which is a reasonably 
enjoyable job. And then the President and then 
the Past-President where you look after the 
green metal box. I’m not sure it was totally 
kept up to date for a while. I think that it 
went, you know, but somebody has probably done 
it now. 

MARA: Can you say a bit more about that? 

GWYNETH: About the metal box? Well, it’s a little history 
of a person’s membership. There was a very large 
section of Deceased Members and then there were 
the Working Associates and the Supporting 
Members and the Honourary and then there were 
the Active Members. And the Actives were the 
main bulk of the cards that were in there. But 
each Past President was to go through that and 
bring it up to date with the things that people 
had done. You were to mark down if someone had 
worked on committees or you had a position on 
the Executive, different things. It truly was a 
record, allegedly, of each member’s activity in 
the Club. And there were people who were asked 
to take certain jobs and declined because of 
certain things in their family, at that time. 

MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: And it was written down why they declined, so 
you know why they declined and sometimes there 
were asked again in a couple of years. 
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MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: What else would I know about that? It’s a 
cardex, like your recipe cards. 

MARA: Yeah. You never had to work in Housewares? 

GWYNETH: No, somehow I managed to avoid that one. 
[laughter] 

MARA: It’s become kind of a laughing issue, hasn’t it? 

GWYNETH: It is. And you know, Laurie Mader ran that 
department for many years. She wasn’t even an 
Active Member but she took that one over and her 
sister-in-law, Carol would work in there like a 
little beaver. 

GWYNETH: That was kind of like jeans and tee-shirts. 
Arlene Hick’s family worked in there. And I know 
my family worked in Children’s Wear with me and 
they loved that department. There were three 
girls, but the two oldest were old enough to 
work in there. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And of course, that was marked on their school 
record and they loved the shopping. For twenty 
dollars, they could get several outfits. 

MARA: Do you remember any stories from the Sales or 
the Artisan’s Showcase, some of the customers or 
stories about people there? 

GWYNETH: Not particularly that far back because people 
were often shopping. People weren’t complaining 
about prices because prices were all set. It was 
just a nice place to wander around and look and 
then you could buy gifts. It was quite a 
pleasant thing to do when we got the bigger 
venue but then we decided that it had run its 
course. No, I don’t remember any criticisms or 
comments by shoppers, except before we moved, 
some of them who had been very faithful and come 
every year, and enjoyed it, some of them said, 
we wouldn’t come again because it was too 
crowded. 

MARA: What about stories from the Supersales? 

GWYNETH: Well, yes, there are stories from the 
Supersales. And it was often, you marked it 
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about as low as you thought you could, and 
somebody would want it for less.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

GWYNETH: And we would try and remind them that we were a 
charity, yeah, and this was one of our big 
fundraisers and sometimes they’d look a little 
bit sheepish but other times, they’d fight for 
their last nickel. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

GWYNETH: We had another little lady who used to come and 
we knew she was shoplifting. I never saw her in 
the act, but she came every year. I think she 
still comes. I know that sometime, after that, 
we stationed some of the men, some of the 
husbands at the door and that helped quite a 
bit. Although, if they had a bag with a yellow 
tag, you often didn’t know when the tag got 
there, or if it had been taken off and things 
added. But you know, those were things… and we 
used to have a rag lady that came. In Linens was 
a great thing because there were so many sheets 
and pillowcases and towels that were cotton. You 
hated throwing them out, but they really weren’t 
saleable. 

MARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: And this lady would take all those cottons and 
do something with them. I’m not sure what but we 
were happy to have a big box that we could give 
her at the end of the day. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: I suppose the other comments, you have beautiful 
things but they hadn’t been measured. And then 
you’d have to measure them. 

MARA: Yes, that’s hard on your shoulders and your 
back. 

GWYNETH: Well, yes. It’s a detail. If they had taken them 
off a queen-sized bed and given them to us and 
just put queen on it, it would have made it so 
much easier. But you know, those are small 
things.  

GWYNETH: There was one year when we started our Sporting 
Goods department and the message from up above 
was no used ski equipment. And the very first 
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Sports Department we had, this gentlemen come in 
and wanted to know if we had any old skies. 

MARA: [laughter] 

GWYNETH: And one of the members who was running the 
department ran out to the garbage and brought in 
a pair that we’d thrown out and he was making a 
fence or bench or something out of them because 
they were beautiful hard wood. 

MARA: Yeah, that’s what makes it more fun. It’s hard 
work but the stories are fun. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes and the fun is dealing with people, 
actually. It really is fun, trying to help them. 
It’s amazing how beautiful we can get it looking 
the night before and five minutes after they 
come in…. 

MARA: [laughter] 

GWYNETH: Anyway, I love the Sales. I really do. I think 
that they’re great. 

MARA: You mentioned being at the Art Gallery. That was 
just as I was starting, so I don’t know very 
much about that. 

GWYNETH: The Art Gallery? 

MARA: There was a children’s art display. 

GWYNETH: Oh, yes. That was Triangle Gallery, I think it 
was. Yes, we had a new member who knew someone 
at the Art Gallery. And it was a children’s art 
gallery, actually, the display that was there, 
the time that we had our function. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And it worked so well, except for the kitchen 
area. You know, they hadn’t had anything like 
that, with all these people. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And we had food and I have to say it was a 
challenge to the girls who were working down 
there. But people liked to come in and they had 
a glass of wine or juice and wandered around and 
looked at the children’s art. Then, I think it 
was Barb Cousens, who gave a very nice talk from 
the balcony. Yeah, people enjoyed that. 
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MARA: Was that just members or potential members? 

GWYNETH: Potential members. That was the year that my 
daughter who joined also brought in several 
younger women. You know the 40 to 50 year age 
group. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And it worked very well. 

MARA: And then this past year there was a tea at the 
Pioneer Cabin. 

GWYNETH: There was. 

MARA: And how was that? 

GWYNETH: But that wasn’t the first year we had that. We 
had that for several years. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

GWYNETH: At the Pioneer Cabin, a beautiful place to have 
it. And for the older members, a very 
comfortable place to have it. There was parking 
and easy access and whoever was the hostess 
tried to make it beautiful, you know, with 
flowers and nice china and the silver tea 
service and that kind of thing. People pouring 
tea. And then this year, it was a little more 
relaxed, and it was a whole lot of fun. 

MARA: Mm. 

GWYNETH: I’m not saying that everybody didn’t have fun 
the other years, it was just that it was a 
little less comfortable as people got older 
because it was a stand-up tea more than a sit-
down tea. And this year, we had scattered tables 
and it worked very well. 

MARA: Oh? And it was meant just as a membership thank-
you kind of thing. 

GWYNETH: Yes. It was. It was just for fun. And I think 
Tea on the High Seas was the theme and the 
ladies wore their spring hats. You know, it was 
just kind of fun. We had trouble with the 
heating unit. You know, it was a thing that was 
supposed to make constant hot water and it 
wasn’t and we made tea and realized it was 
lukewarm. 
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MARA: Oh! 

GWYNETH: So we switched to coffee, even though it was 
supposed to be tea. Then eventually, we were 
boiling tea kettles like crazy and making pots 
of tea and you know it was a little 
disappointing, but you know, you do what you can 
do. Everybody was very understanding.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: We all had a good chuckle about this lukewarm 
tea because there’s nothing worse. [laughter] 

MARA: No, no, but they were there for enjoyment and 
fun.  

GWYNETH: Just visiting and several Past Presidents came. 
Joanne [Manning], Jackie [Nodwell] and Tina [van 
Heldon] were there. Barb Hay. Anyway, it was a 
good time. 

MARA: Mm, that’s great. The AGM’s are always quite fun 
and you actually, this year, got an Honourary 
pin. Honourary recognition. 

GWYNETH: I did, yes. 

MARA: Can you talk about that a bit? 

GWYNETH: Yes, well, I was either going to go Working 
Associate or I was just going to go Honourary. 
Because Honourary, I guess you have some choices 
about doing certain things, but I wasn’t going 
to quit anything that I was doing, except that 
it meant that I didn’t have to go to meetings. 
As an Active, you know, you are expected to go 
and I loved going to the meetings because then 
you know what’s happening.  

MARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: That’s why I went Active early because I don’t 
like belonging to things where I don’t know 
what’s happening. But the minutes were great and 
you could always catch up, but you never knew 
what the discussion was. 

MARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: And that was the interesting part for me.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 
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GWYNETH: And of course, you work with some wonderfully 
dedicated Actives and some very smart people 
about what’s happening in the city, not just the 
Samaritan Club, so you learn all the time. So 
yes, I did get an Honourary Pin. It seemed like 
they were scrambling to find the ten year that I 
had been Active but I have been, very much so. 
Yes, I have my little red “H.” 

MARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: And so I wear that beside my President’s pin, 
with pride. I forgot my bell that Pearl gave us 
all the year that we had our 90th or 100th 
anniversary. We all got a gold bell because we 
had refurbished the bell at Heritage Park. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: Pearl was a very Active Member, 50 years Active 
and she was good in our Active meetings because 
she knew all the history that went with whatever 
decisions were being thrashed around. She’s a 
loss, because there isn’t anyone else, at the 
moment, like that. 

MARA: Mm 

GWYNETH: Most of the people are younger. 

MARA: I know there’s a feeling of loss because you 
aren’t going to be in the Actives meetings 
because you had some history. 

GWYNETH: Well, I don’t think I’m that old [laughter] 

MARA: Well, you’re not but any history is important 
before a change. 

GWYNETH: That’s true. And I will go to some of the 
Actives Meetings but I did ask if I could have 
the minutes on a regular basis, so I kind of 
know what’s going on. 

MARA: That’s a good idea. And you could respond. 

GWYNETH: Yes. 

MARA: What has changed with the Samaritan Club since 
you’ve started, for the good, for the bad? 

GWYNETH: Well, I think it’s become more relaxed and I 
think that’s good. I think there was a formality 
in place that made it feel like it was exclusive 
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and it really isn’t. If someone really wants to 
belong to the Samaritan Club, they just have to 
talk to a member and they can become one. That 
part, I think, is nice that it became relaxed. 
You know, you had to really be formally be 
invited and you had to be, I wouldn’t say 
scrutinized but you had to measure up in a way. 
And then you had two letters of recommendation, 
which you still have to have.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: But it’s more now that they ask “Well, what are 
your interests and what do you do?” and then 
they can be slotted into areas that are their 
expertise or asked if they would like to be.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: I think that’s really, really good. Obviously, 
we still like a little of the formal things 
because we had our Tea and our AGM has a certain 
amount of formality to it and I think a very 
graciousness about it. But it isn’t stiffly so. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: You know, it’s more relaxed and that’s Calgary, 
more than any other city that I know. It has a 
casualness and a caring. 

MARA: That’s a really good point, actually. [laughter] 
What have you enjoyed most about the Samaritan 
Club?  

MARA: And perhaps what things have you enjoyed the 
most about the Samaritan Club and not enjoyed 
about the club? 

GWYNETH: What I’ve enjoyed the most about the club, and I 
say this without reservation, are the women that 
I’ve met. They’re super people. They’re 
intelligent and interesting. They are interested 
in the city and the poor in our city. They care 
about others. There is a feeling of camaraderie, 
for sure. I think when you’re at an A.G.M. and 
you realize that here are 80 some women with a 
like feeling of dedication to the city and 
helping those that are less fortunate. I really 
like that. 

MARA: Yes. 
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GWYNETH: Something I don’t like, I can’t really think of 
what I don’t like. I sometimes have trouble 
asking my friends to come to the bridge and pay 
$45.00. And yet, I haven’t had one of them turn 
me down, but I just have this feeling of, you 
know, when they all play bridge about four times 
a week, anyway. [laughter] I’m asking them to 
come but they do. They’re very loyal. I have a 
group that come in from Cochrane. I’ve always 
had four or five tables. 

MARA: Oh? 

GWYNETH: And this last year, I was away when we had it 
and so my numbers did drop off. It’s partly 
who’s asked them. It’s quite fun but I just find 
it a little difficult to do that. 

MARA: What about the bridge? Tell me about the bridge 
event. 

GWYNETH: Well, it’s a very social day. And it isn’t just 
bridge, now, there’s always a table of mah-jong 
and a table of something else, Chinese checkers 
or something. You know they play something else. 
But there is again, that great feeling and I 
think that the Winter Club has helped contribute 
to that because they do a very nice job of 
hosting us. And of course, we have to get all 
the tables and the chairs out and then there’s 
the silent auction. And sometimes, that bothered 
me a wee bit because the people that we were 
asking to the bridge were usually older friends 
and most of them have all of the crystal and 
glass that we need, but everybody is very good. 
They will purchase them. If others that come 
don’t, the members do. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And so it all disappears. And it is a big part 
of the fundraising now. 

MARA: Mm? 

GWYNETH: It was just going to be a social day, but it is 
now, a fundraiser. And of course, the golf is 
just plain fun and games. 

MARA: Oh, yes. 

GWYNETH: And then again, you’re asking your friends and 
people you know. But I guess this happens all 
the time in the corporate world. People are 
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always asking for funds. You just have to know 
who knows who and who to ask.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: Because, we always have four rounds of golf and 
some very nice golf clubs. And then, there are 
other nice gifts that are donated through 
companies or people. 

MARA: Yes. 

GWYNETH: Carstairs [Golf Course] must have liked us 
because they keep inviting us as their charity 
donation each year.  

MARA: Uh huh? 

GWYNETH: The country club, where we had our A.G.M.… 

MARA: Oh, Willow Park? 

GWYNETH: Willow Park, they are always very glad to have 
us back, too. And so, you know, we must be a 
decent bunch to host. 

MARA: Yes. What would you like present and future 
Calgarians to know about the Samaritan Club? 

GWYNETH: You know, that’s always been a bit of sore spot 
for me. You say that you’re a member of the 
Samaritan Club and they say. “Oh, the Good 
Samarians” or “Oh, the Samaritan’s Purse.” I say 
that those are fairly recent groups. I try to be 
gracious. This one started in 1910 and then I 
give them the little speech. Then I think that 
they’re sorry that they made that error.  

MARA: Yes? 

GWYNETH: One time Mr. Ethell, who was with the Military 
Museum… He was later appointed the Lieutenant 
Governor.  

GWYNETH:  

GWYNETH: We had looked into the Military Museum as a 
place to donate and so I worked with him. He was 
in charge of it. So, when the Samaritan Club 
turned it down, I did give just a personal 
donation to him and I got invited to several 
functions but he did write me a little note. He 
said that “I really do appreciate the Good 
Samaritan Club, even if they turned me down.” I 
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wrote him back and I said that I just have to 
set something straight and I told him that we 
were the Samaritan Club of Calgary and Mrs. 
Woods in 1910, etc. I sent it off and I got a 
letter back saying he was so sorry that he 
missed that it was the Samaritan Club of 
Calgary. His wife and he both missed that and 
they were very apologetic and he wrote, “I fall 
on my sword.” [laughter] 

MARA: Oh, that’s wonderful. [laughter] Oh, dear.  

GWYNETH: I’ve seen him since and of course, we laugh 
about it but it was just so humorous. 

MARA: It’s a great answer. So how would you fix that 
because I run into that all the time? 

GWYNETH: You know, I’m not sure. I think probably word of 
mouth is absolutely going to be our way of doing 
it because we are low profile. We’re low key. We 
do wonderful things quietly and more privately. 
I think that maybe is our strongest point and 
our weakest point. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: You know, we still continue to do all our good 
works with little fanfare. The only time we have 
some press coverage is when we do our big gift 
on the five year intervals. We did get some 
coverage with Meals on Wheels and we did get 
some coverage from Heritage Park. Heritage Park 
were wonderful for years. They hosted our 
breakfast in May and then they started to charge 
us a little bit and then eventually, they didn’t 
want us at all. That was partly Pearl’s doing, 
that they were very kind to us. So, I think we 
just have to live with fact that we’re not going 
to be on the front pages. It’s just the way it 
is.  

MARA: Yeah. 

GWYNETH: Now, Mrs. Woods was married to a newspaper man 
and so allegedly, it should have started in that 
manner but I think she was probably very low key 
herself. So, that was just our tradition. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And I honestly don’t know how you go about 
changing it. I suppose it’s getting some 
coverage for some of our good works. You know 
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the IODE had a little thing in the paper the 
other day and they have been doing it since 19- 
something, too. We’re not the only ones and they 
don’t get a whole lot of press, either. 

MARA: No, no. 

GWYNETH: I think that’s just the way it is. 

MARA: I think some of the women feel that it’s 
important to be quiet.  

GWYNETH: Yeah, it is our image. We don’t have a lot of 
splashy social functions at all, that you want 
covered. 

MARA: That’s right. 

GWYNETH: Whereas, the other group I belonged to, they had 
a big, big function every year and it was a to-
do. It was highly covered in the press but you 
know, we’re just not that way. Our history isn’t 
there and I think it would be foolish of us to 
push it any other way. That’s my feeling. 

MARA: So any other thoughts or concerns or remedies? 

GWYNETH: I guess one of my concerns is whether the 
younger generation, and I mean the younger 
members, will come into the club with a feeling 
of happiness that they are joining something 
like this and that they will contribute in any 
way that they can to enrich the history of our 
club. You know, we have quite a few vintage 
members and so after you’ve worked for so many 
years doing a lot of things, maybe everybody 
wants to back off, a bit. I just hope that we 
get them. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: And maybe the Tuesday night meetings will be a 
start because working girls can come to that. 
Then it’s not a reason for not being able to 
join if they want to. 

MARA: Yes, and that’s new. 

GWYNETH: Yes, it’s going to start in September and it’s 
going to be at St. David’s United Church which 
is a little more north west than maybe they 
wanted because Scarborough is a little more 
central than St. David’s. 
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MARA: Mm hmm. 

GWYNETH: But St. David’s is certainly very easy to get to 
and for a trial period, that’s good. 

MARA: Yeah. 

GWYNETH: And I think that it should work out. I can’t see 
why it won’t but we’ll find out. 

MARA: Yeah. Any other thoughts? 

GWYNETH: No, I don’t think so, Mara. I think we’ve pretty 
well covered my history with the club. 

MARA: Thank you very much for doing this. I really 
appreciate it. 

GWYNETH: You’re welcome. 

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 
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