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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Ev Fairbanks by Mara Foster on 
August 12, 2015. 

MARA: This is August 12, 2015 and I am Mara Foster and 
I am with Ev Fairbanks. We are on the telephone 
and she is in her home in Calgary. We’re going 
to talk about your memories of the Samaritan 
Club of Calgary. Have you always lived in 
Calgary? 

EV: No, I grew up in Edmonton and moved to Calgary 
in 1965. My husband is an old Calgarian, if I 
can say that or a native Calgarian and I arrived 
in Calgary via Edmonton, England, Montreal and 
then I settled in Calgary where my husband was 
an orthopedic surgeon. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: He came to set up a practise.   

MARA: And what areas of the city did you live in. 

EV: We were in Kingsland, first, in a condo. Then we 
moved to University Heights where we have 
remained ever since. My husband was one of the 
first one of the first Orthopods or Orthopedic 
Surgeons at the Foothills Hospital when it 
opened and his office in the North Hill, as 
well.  

EV: Ah? And then, tell me about your family. 

EV: Okay, we have three children. We have two boys 
and a girl. Our eldest son passed away in 1997 
while playing non-contact hockey. He just had 
one of those sudden heart attacks that some 
athletic people get. It was a terrible shock to 
the family.  

MARA: Mm. 

EV: He had four children and we’ve been very 
involved and active in their up-bringing and 
very good friends with our daughter-in-law. The 
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Samaritan Club were absolutely wonderful when we 
went through this crisis. They just gave me so 
much support. You know, I will be indebted to 
them forever for that. 

MARA: Mm. 

EV: We now have seven grandchildren, all doing quite 
well. I think I mentioned that I’ve got five at 
university. The eldest one is in Germany doing a 
MBA, two at University of Victoria, one in 
Edmonton and one who just graduated and is job-
hunting, an engineer. And we see our grandkids a 
lot. We are a very close family and we’re kind 
of proud grandparents. We have a son and 
daughter who are both residents of Calgary, now. 

MARA: Tell me about your schooling and your 
employment? 

EV: Okay, I lived in Edmonton and graduated from 
East Glen High School. I went into nursing at 
the University of Alberta Hospital… 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: Where I met my husband. When I graduated, I did 
pediatrics for a year and then we married and 
went off to England. We were there for over 
three and one-half years while he was doing his 
post-graduate work and then Montreal for three 
and one-half years and then finally Calgary 
where we settled and have been ever since. In 
Montreal, you really didn’t need boots, it 
didn’t get quite as cold but you needed rubber 
boots because it’s so slushy all the time. It’s 
so cold but we still decided to come home. 
[Laughter]. 

MARA: Oh? 

EV: So, we just packed up, threw Stu in the back of 
the car and drove home. We started up here and 
haven’t had any regrets, living in Calgary. 

MARA: Oh? Lovely. Tell me about your neighbourhood 
when your kids were growing up and things you 
were doing. 

EV: Okay, we think University Heights is a little 
gem and we don’t tell very many people about it. 
[laughter] Have you heard that before? 

MARA: Yes. 



 Page 3 

 

EV: When we were in the market for a house, really 
there were two areas at that time that were 
being developed, Lakeview Village and University 
Heights.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: And there wasn’t the big Crowchild Trail in the 
city and Joe knew that he was going to be 
practising in the North West, so we just bought 
a house. Everybody else that moved in were 
young. Our kids had a wonderful community to 
grow up in. Their best friends are still 
University Heights kids, to this day. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: It’s just a nice middle-class community. We’re 
fighting a few little problems, now, but I guess 
after all those years, it’s bound to happen. You 
know the big development that they want at our 
little shopping centre. 

MARA: Oh, yes. 

EV: But we are far enough away from it, but it will 
be a wonderful headache, trying to get in and 
out when all the construction starts. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: And that’s what happening in so many 
communities, now. So many people, and a lot of 
kids are coming back and buying in the area. You 
know, knock-downs or huge reno’s going on.  It 
was great. The little elementary school was at 
that time, was the experimental open school and 
so some kids thrived and ours did okay. Some 
kids had problems and had to go into a more 
structured school. 

MARA: Okay. 

EV: They all went to Branton Junior High. Our one 
son and all his friends went to Queen Elizabeth 
High School which was our designated school. 
Then as the other kids came along, they went to 
Sir Winston Churchill High School.  

MARA: Oh, yes? 

EV: I can’t honestly say which school was better. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 
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EV: You know, one was so small and the other was so 
big. But they did fine in both. They’re all 
fairly athletic and into sports and very 
conscientious, also, with their school work. We 
made sure they all went on to university. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: We don’t want to leave the area, even now. 
Around the part that we live, the other day, an 
old neighbour’s son who lives in L.A. just 
happened to be driving by. Joe and I were 
outside, I don’t know why, we were looking at 
the slate [which need some work] and Jason drove 
by and hadn’t been back to Calgary for many 
years and there we were and he’d lived two doors 
down before. He came in. That’s kind of nice, 
the kids who grew up here still are fond of 
coming back and seeing the old neighbourhood and 
stopping to talk to some of us old folks. 

MARA: [laughter] 

EV: It’s a good neighbourhood, a really good 
neighbourhood. 

MARA: Yes, and then how did you hear about the 
Samaritan Club?  

EV: Well, I was trying to think about that. I’m not 
very good with dates. I guess I was probably… at 
that time we started, we had a fairly active 
medical ladies group and it was really more 
social than anything. We would do lunch and 
conversation, or get a group to go golfing or 
get another group to do different things. We had 
an annual luncheon and I think that we got 
talking about it. I think it was Pearl 
Florendine and she said “You must be ready to 
join the Samaritan Club.” I said, “Yeah, I would 
probably have the time. My kids are older now.” 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: And so, I said “Do you have any information?” 
Which she did and she sent me the stuff. I’m 
sure that you’re familiar with in the old days, 
you were asked to join. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: And then your name was submitted and then I 
think you were lucky if you got invited to join 
as an Associate Member in about a year. 
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MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: Do you know when I joined? I can’t remember. 

MARA: Well, I don’t have that here. I know that you 
were President in ’95. 

EV: Yeah, I think I remember that. But there were a 
few others who joined the same time I did. I 
think we didn’t have to go Associate. I think 
once our name was submitted, Pearl had a little 
tea party and we went and met a few and then you 
could became Active and I think that’s what I 
ended up doing. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: I quite enjoyed it. It was basically Pearl and 
she really was Mrs. Samaritan. I mean, she loved 
it and it was her baby and she was a wonderful 
member, too. 

MARA: Yes. So she would have been one of your 
sponsors? 

EV: Yes and Jean Melling. And if we needed another, 
I don’t who it was. It might have been Joyce 
Williams. I’m sure it was three medical ladies.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: That did it. I do know Pearl and Jean and I 
really don’t know who the other one was, if they 
needed a third. 

MARA: Yes.  

EV: Was it three at that time? 

MARA: I think it’s only two.  

EV: Yeah, I know. I think it’s still two. It might 
have even been Mary Rowe, one of Pearl’s 
friends. At that time, like now I think, they 
were very happy to get new… they considered us 
younger members. 

MARA: Yes. So that might have been in the eighties. 

EV: Yes, I think so. I know I was President of the 
Junior League in 1978. 

MARA: Mm. 
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EV: And then I stayed Active for a couple more 
years. And when you turned 40, at that time, you 
had to quit. 

MARA: Oh? 

EV: You know, not be active in the Junior League. So 
I had this time on my hands. That’s what Pearl 
said, and being involved with the medical ladies 
was really not a very onerous job at all. So I 
would say, mid-eighties.  

MARA: Yes.  

EV: That would be a good guess. Isn’t that funny how 
I just can’t seem to find it? 

MARA: That’s fine. I think things pass and they all 
blend together. 

EV: Yeah. They do and you have to think of what 
activities go on in the Samaritan Club and say 
what activities at that time that the Junior 
League was involved in. They used to do a lot 
more.  

MARA: Yes. 

EV: They used to do a “Stampede Stir-Up Cabaret” 
which was a huge big social event and stuff like 
that, and then so you have to think, was it 
Artist’s Showcase or was it “Stir-Up” you were 
thinking about. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: But I didn’t do both actively at the same time. 
I was done with my job with one before I took on 
the other one. Yeah, it was good. 

MARA: When you became Active, you must have served on 
some committees there. 

EV: Oh, yeah. I sat on quite a few committees. I 
think my first one was Layettes. At that time, 
it wasn’t quite as big as it is now. We still 
had to do the purchasing.  Do you still purchase 
at Sears? We used to do it at Sears. And we used 
to deliver the Layettes to the health units or 
to the Foothills Hospital or to the old General 
Hospital and also we used to have an arts and 
crafts sale. Did you know that? 

MARA: The Artisan’s Showcase? 
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EV: Yeah, that is what it was. I ended up really 
working on it a lot. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: We held them at various places, like City Hall 
for a few years and it was a big job. I started 
as organizing the cash and the leases and so on. 
Eventually, I did chair it. I did Camperships. I 
was on the nominating committee. My biggest and 
longest commitment was to Family Assistance.  

MARA: Mm. 

EV: Oh, I worked on it a lot. We used to do hampers. 
Did you know about Christmas Hampers? 

MARA: Yes, but tell me more about that. 

EV: We did it in conjunction with the Co-op. We 
would get names of people from public health 
nurses and social workers and the coordination 
of that was humungous.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: And we would make arrangements with the Co-op. 
We would go after the Co-op closed and we would 
assemble them. It was a fun little event. And 
then we hired someone to deliver them. And that 
went on for quite a few years. And then, they 
had found that several of the same people were 
receiving hampers at the same time. 

MARA: Oh? 

EV: And then we ended up changing. I’m not quite 
sure but if I went back a long way I would be 
able to figure it out…. So we changed it from 
Christmas Hampers to Family Day Hampers. 

MARA: Oh? 

EV: And I think we did around 210 and the people 
were all recommended by agencies and so they 
scrutinized the people and then we would not 
have to deliver the hampers to the people. We 
used to deliver the hampers to people’s houses. 

MARA: Mm hmm 

EV: And some of the drivers would call and say, “You 
know, there’s two other hampers at these 
people’s places from somebody else.” That’s when 
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we started Family Day hampers. And we would 
deliver, say 25 to the North Hill Health Unit 
and then the people then would come there. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: And then, I think, subsequently, they just gave 
them the gift certificates. 

MARA: Oh? 

EV: And in the old days of Family Assistance, we 
grocery shopped and we delivered. 

MARA: Mm. 

EV: And I remember my husband having to help me 
deliver cribs, somewhere in South East Calgary. 

MARA: Oh? 

EV: I have a sad story. You know of all the 
volunteering you do, there’s always one story 
that hits your nerve.  One time when I had to 
deliver groceries, there was this lady who had 
gone into some really tough times. They were 
destitute. They only had a couple of tins of 
soup. So, I went and grocery shopped and I know 
I exceeded the limit and then made arrangements 
to deliver it to her and her son. They were in a 
little basement suite around the Shaganappi Golf 
Course and I went in and it was spotless. This 
little boy was probably about ten years old. He 
started to rummage through the bags and he said, 
“Oh, Mom, look, potatoes.” My family don’t even 
like potatoes. And I felt, “Oh, my goodness. Was 
there ever a need.” It just resonated. Was this 
ever a needy family and I knew they were so 
grateful for what we just did there. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: Little incidents like this, “Oh, Mommy, 
potatoes.” 

MARA: That’s what keeps you going. 

EV: Yeah. But it’s a lot safer and a lot better. Are 
food vouchers still done through the Co-op with 
Family Assistance? 

MARA: Yeah, and the clients buy their own items. 
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EV: Yes, and you have restrictions. I remember when 
we first started with vouchers, some would try 
to sell them outside the Co-op because they 
needed money for cigarettes and booze. But you 
can’t do anything about that.  

MARA: So when you were on Family Assistance, did you 
do it all by yourself or was there a whole 
committee? 

EV: No, but we were only two, but then we were 
growing so fast, that we became four. But I 
think of all the things that evolved from Family 
Assistance. The Camperships evolved and the 
Hamper Program, even the expansion of the 
Layettes.  We always had Layettes but we 
expanded it with more needy people. I think 
Family Assistance and Project Research are both 
excellent sub-committees of the Samaritan Club. 

MARA: Mm hmm.  

EV: I think that’s our strength. 

MARA: Yes. They are key. You mentioned the Artisan’s 
Showcase and you were involved for quite some 
time and I heard that it was a lot of work. 

EV: Oh, yes. It was a big job. Unfortunately, for 
the amount of work that it involved…, you know, 
to coordinate all the artists and the set-up. 
[The proceeds from] the Supersale far exceed the 
effort that has to go into it. The Artisan’s 
Showcase was fun. They were glamorous. It was a 
showcase. It was a nice looking place but for 
some reasons, it didn’t quite generate the 
crowds that we would have hoped to get. 

MARA: Uh huh.  

EV: Some of the nicest ones were the ones right at 
City Hall. You know, the atrium there is really 
quite pretty and the lighting is good.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: But that one is a huge, huge thing to 
coordinate.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: Because the artists donate a certain percent. 
The inventory is so big that everybody had to 
work at it. 
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MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: But it was fun. But I would not venture to go 
that way, again. 

MARA: When you did Layettes, you bought things? 

EV: We bought things. We had an arrangement with one 
specific lady at Sears and when they had baby 
clothes sales, we would go and stockpile. I’m 
not sure how the girls do Layettes now, but one 
of my spare bedrooms, I would have 30 Layettes 
all assembled, waiting to be delivered. 

MARA: Yeah? 

EV: They were not the Layettes that they are now. 
They were kind of sparse, starters. And then one 
of the coordinators knew somebody who would knit 
a little shawl, which made it so much nicer. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: And I think, then it expanded so that they even 
get a little sweater, now, which is I think, 
quite wonderful.  

MARA: Mm. 

EV: We used to rummage through the Baby Department 
of the Rummage Sale. If somebody brought in some 
really nice little things, we would confiscate 
them. That was sort of a deal that we had, just 
to make the Layettes a little bit nicer, but 
they were pretty basic. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: And every now and then we used to try to throw 
in a little something. 

MARA: Yeah. 

EV: That was such a long time ago. 

MARA: You said you were on the nominating committee 
for a while. Was that a tough committee? 

EV: No, no. Have you been on the Executive for very 
long? 

MARA: No. 
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EV: You know, when you get on and you do things. I’m 
trying to think when I was on it.  I know I sat 
on it and then after I was President, I might 
have even chaired it. You sort of know what gals 
are ready to step into a job. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: Some of them don’t want a big commitment but 
they are quite happy being the Secretary and you 
sort of know that. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: And then you know someone has a real feeling for 
money and balancing books and first of all you 
would steer some of these people to become, say 
the Treasurer of the Rummage Sale, for instance.  

MARA: Yes. 

EV: And same with the arts and crafts, get them 
involved with Artist’s Showcase first. And sort 
of by attrition, almost, a lot of people fall 
into it. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: That’s how that kind of works. I understand that 
a lot of ladies groups are having trouble 
getting people to sit on the executive. Not just 
the Samaritan Club. I know the Medical Ladies 
Club might even be disbanding. The Junior League 
isn’t anything like it used to be, at all. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: So I think that maybe everybody is working now. 
Everybody is too busy.  

MARA: Oh? 

EV: I really don’t know how to answer that. 

MARA: Okay. Can you talk about the Sales? Where you 
worked? 

EV: Okay. Because Pearl Florendine was in charge of 
the Objects d’Art, she got me involved there and 
I am still there. 

MARA: Uh huh? 
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EV: Originally, it was more Objects d’Art with more 
upscale knickknacks. Then we started to get some 
paintings. So, that’s where I was to start with. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: Because way back when, I was also on the board 
at the Glenbow Museum, so she thought I knew 
something about art. It was totally unrelated. 
You know, to sit on the board of the Glenbow, 
sometimes you don’t know very much about art. 

MARA: Yes? 

EV: Anyway, that’s when we started that little 
separate area. You know where Objects D’Art is, 
then off to the west side of it are a lot of 
paintings, if we get them. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: And that section really expanded. Then I went 
into the other section and I’ve been there ever 
since and both areas work very well. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: In fact, we even had a spin-off where we do 
Christmas at the east end of the entrance way, 
too. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: I think that department has stayed pretty 
stable.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: I noticed one of the things that you wanted to 
know was what did we find in the bags and boxes. 
It was sort of typical. Because of the area 
where it is located, we are a bit of dump. 
People would come and dump. We learned how to 
sort quite quickly. We have to be careful… 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: Because some people think their things are a 
little better than they are and that if there is 
a crack in it, it doesn’t matter but we don’t 
want it. That goes to kitchen. Generally, I 
think that the stuff that we get is standard, 
universal stuff. I don’t know that the 
variations have been that big over all these 
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years because, a lot of us have our good stuff. 
A lot of our parents and grandmothers had some 
good stuff that nobody wants anymore. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: And so we’re still getting really nice things 
because our kids don’t want them. Like silver, 
we get some beautiful silver stuff. We certainly 
aren’t getting much sterling silver, but we’re 
still getting a lot of lovely silver plate. We 
get some lovely crystal things.  

MARA: Mm hmm 

EV: Occasionally we get some pretty nice jewelry and 
everybody in the department has become pretty… 
They know what is good and what isn’t good, so 
we can sort through it. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: Take cups and saucers. When I got married, I had 
a cup and saucer shower. Nowadays, we are 
getting some beautiful cups and saucers and we 
have a really difficult time selling a lot of 
them, because our young people don’t want them. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: You know, they’re too fine to put them in the 
dishwasher. 

MARA: Yes, that’s right. 

EV: So, every now and then, we just get a real 
bonanza of some really wonderful stuff. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: Someone has passed away and whatever the kids 
don’t want, we get. And we’re delighted for 
that. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: You know, that people will give us stuff. And of 
course, we also get junk, too. And we’ve learned 
to throw out. I mean, you can’t sell people 
chipped stuff. Let’s face it. 

MARA: No. 
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EV: One of my friends works in Linens and she said 
they got some just absolutely horrible linen 
stuff and she said that they just picked it up 
and dumped it. And you know, sometimes we don’t 
even know where it comes from. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: So, [Objects d’Art] is a fun department. You 
work very hard in that department. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: And I’ve been trying very hard to think of ways 
to make it easier because we individually price 
everything. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: And that’s so time consuming. 

MARA: Yes, it is. 

EV: A few of us have said, why don’t we have a 
$20.00 section but you just can’t do it. It’s 
just too difficult. We do that with cups and 
saucers, now. That seems to work. The really 
good ones we put in our showcase, you know, our 
glass case. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: The Royal Albert’s say, we put them at $3.00 or 
two for $5.00. I think we’re going to raise 
them. And the last couple of sales, we’ve had a 
couple of people come and they have bought a lot 
of our cups and saucers. And that’s better than 
not selling them. 

MARA: Oh, absolutely.  

EV: Yeah, the jewelry becomes hard, too. But we have 
dealers and they can spot something that’s good, 
right away. 

MARA: Oh, yes. 

EV: But of course, that’s really time consuming to 
sort through it, too. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: You know, in one instance we had this one young 
boy, maybe in his early twenties and we had this 
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lovely watch. We were really very busy and we 
didn’t know very much about the watch and he got 
it for maybe $10.00. He came back the next Sale 
and told us that he wanted us to know what a 
great deal he had got. It ended up being 14 
carat gold that we had not spotted.  

MARA: Oh. 

EV: We do make the odd error. This is quite a few 
years ago. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: But he had it fixed because it needed a lot of 
work and he cherished it and so we said, “Thank 
you for coming and telling us. We hope you enjoy 
it and think about us for other things down the 
road.” And he has.  

MARA: Oh? 

EV: You can make the odd mistake but we sure have 
talked about that one. 

MARA: [laughter] 

EV: We’ve had little funny things. This one goes 
back a long way. We had a Moorcroft vase and two 
of our Samaritan people bidding against one 
another. It was a very touchy situation. 

MARA: Mm. 

EV: But they spotted that it was a Moorcroft and 
some people like them and some don’t but we got 
quite a bit of money for it. 

MARA: That’s good. 

EV: But generally, it’s a little bit above average, 
knickknacks and things and that’s good, that 
department. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: In fact, I think our sales have been up in all 
departments, haven’t they, which is good. 

MARA: Yeah, it is good. What has changed in the 
Samaritan Club since you started, for the good 
or the bad? 
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EV: That’s kind of a tough question because when I 
was Active, I was quite committed because if I’m 
an Active member, I just get right in there and 
do things. But then when I decided to no longer 
be actively involved, I’m not really in tune 
with everything that’s going on, so for me, I’m 
quite content. I’ve always been so involved and 
I do other things, so I’ve been really happy. My 
main commitment is to the Supersale. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: And I’m dedicated and I collect stuff and we 
have an old truck here and I always collect a 
truckload of stuff.  I have my neighbours tuned 
in for saving things for us and stuff. So I’m 
content at my stage. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: Probably, I think you gals are quite involved. 
You still have the coffee party or lunch, you 
know as a thank-you over at the Old-Timers. 

MARA: Well, they did this past year. They haven’t done 
it for a while. 

EV: Okay. But I don’t know if you do much as a 
cohesive group? Like, where do you do your 
Christmas meeting and party? 

MARA: Lately it’s been at a condominium complex where 
one of the Active Members lives. 

EV: Yeah. You know, I think that it’s important that 
the Active Members get together and do a lot.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

EV: But you’re not that big a group anymore, are 
you? 

MARA: No. 

EV: And I think that I don’t know how you are going 
to attract people, because everybody is so busy, 
aren’t they? 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: But I think by the same token, the Samaritan 
Club is still helping because the commitment is 
not a big onerous commitment.  
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MARA: Mm. 

EV: I think what they are doing in the community is 
fantastic. After so many years, to still be busy 
or busier helping needy people. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: I tell a lot of people that the Samaritans help 
feed half of Calgary’s hungry. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: It would be nice if you could attract a lot of 
younger members but I have a daughter who is 48. 
I’ve asked her but she’s said, “No, I’ve really 
just got too much on my plate.” 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: But I still think we’re a lot more healthy than 
a lot of ladies organizations maybe because we 
[don’t have a big time commitment]. It’s kind of 
nice to have some kind of a social to thank 
them. In the olden days, they actually had a 
formal where the husbands were invited. 

MARA: Yes. Uh huh. 

EV: I don’t think that could happen now. It may be 
something to try, but I don’t think it could 
happen. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: I was looking at some stuff. We had a dinner for 
the 90th at the Golf and Country Club and I was 
quite involved with that. It was really a huge 
turnout and it ended up being a really fun 
evening. But at that time, I think we donated 
$10,000 to Heritage Park to build a tower for 
their bell. They were refurbishing their bell 
and so the theme for the whole 90th was bells 
and everybody got a favour of a little bell. We 
did a little skit and history. You know, thanks 
for the memories. 

MARA: Mm. 

EV: And something like that people really enjoyed. 
But you couldn’t do something like that very 
often because like anything else, people will 
say, “Oh, I don’t want to go again.” 



 Page 18 

 

MARA: Oh? 

EV: I think every five years is maybe okay with it. 
I haven’t answered the question [about change] 
very well, because I really don’t know. 

MARA: Well, you’ve answered it very well, because 
you’ve given your insights and that’s important.  

EV: You asked how the club has changed. I think it 
has changed with the times but I also think that 
its philosophy is still the strength of the 
whole club which is to help Calgary’s needy. I 
think that’s why it is surviving. 

MARA: Oh? 

EV: I think that the health workers and the social 
workers and some of the agencies are so thankful 
and are very dependent upon the Samaritan Club 
that it will keep surviving because we really 
are very generous. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: And we really don’t question their requests. I 
mean we do look into their requests but when you 
get a phone call from someone who is really 
hungry and needing food, we are very happy to 
give them a voucher. You know what I’m saying. 

MARA: Yes.  

EV: I think we’ve got a pretty good reputation 
within that sphere of people.  You don’t want 
individual people approaching. You want it to 
come through another source. 

MARA: I agree. 

EV: I think that’s part of our strength. Joe Blow 
out there who gets a voucher doesn’t know really 
who he got it from. There may be a card that 
says the Samaritan Club but he probably thinks 
that it’s Samaritan’s Purse. 

MARA: [Laughter] 

EV: Are they thinking of trying to expand or 
anything. 

MARA: Expand what part? 

EV: Expand the club itself. 
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MARA: No, I don’t think so. As you say, I think things 
have worked pretty well. 

EV: Yes and financially, we are pretty solid, as 
well. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: Every now and then, I think it’s not a bad idea, 
if we are fairly stable financially, because we 
are starting to get more and more donations that 
are people leaving in obituary columns to donate 
to the Samaritan Club. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: Which is kind of nice. Quite often, there are no 
strings attached to those gifts. It’s to be 
spent at the discretion of the Club. Down 
through the history, you’re going to have to 
help me with this a little, I know we’ve been 
involved with Heritage Park and I think 
initially, we may have donated a steam engine or 
we may have helped refurbish it, I don’t know 
which. 

MARA: Yes, we donated it. 

EV: And originally, didn’t we have some handibusses 
out there. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: Maybe, the bell tower one of the last things we 
did a donation for. 

MARA: For Heritage Park. 

EV: One of your question is what would you like 
Calgarians to know about the Samaritan Club in 
the next five or six years.  Maybe somewhere, 
there is another something like this, which they 
could look at. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: Because what are we now? One hundred and five 
years old. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: For one hundred and ten, maybe another project, 
is some way to get some recognition. Not in the 
form of a handibus and maybe not at Heritage 
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Park. I mean, Heritage Park is great but just a 
thought. 

MARA: So, a gift that would help gain recognition. 

EV: Yes, instead of a big blurb in the paper, just 
to get recognition for giving something.  

MARA: Yes.  

EV: That somebody would really like but just doesn’t 
have the funds.  

MARA: Yes. 

EV: But maybe with our economy, we’re going to have 
feed three-quarters of Calgary. [laughter] I’m 
being facetious. 

MARA: [laughter] 

EV: We may be in for tough times. 

MARA: Maybe, who knows? It’s up and down, isn’t it? 

EV: Oh, yes, absolutely. One other little comment is 
the annual meetings. If I may, I know because of 
our year end, the difficulty regarding the 
timing that we do it, but so often, so many of 
us who do other things, June is the worse time 
of year with so much going on, even from 
grandkids graduating to university convocations 
added on top of the meeting. I know that we 
still have to do it because of our financial 
year end. 

MARA: Ah? 

EV: But even if we have to stay in June, I wonder if 
they should look at a more central location than 
Willow Park.  

MARA: Ah?  

EV: I quite like Willow Park, but last time I went, 
we had to park so far away because their golf 
season is in full swing.  

MARA: Yes. 

EV: I don’t know where you can go for something 
central but that’s just a thought of somewhere a 
little more central.  
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MARA: Yes. 

EV: I know a few years ago, the Calgary Golf and 
Country Club wouldn’t have anything extra during 
golfing season because of the parking problems. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: I don’t know where we could go.  

MARA: Yes, somebody has to come up with that idea. 

EV: Yes, because the girls from the north don’t want 
to go all of the way south and the girls from 
the south don’t want to come way north. 

MARA: That’s right. [laughter] 

EV: So you somehow have to find some place in 
between. Was there a good turn out this year? 

MARA: Yes, it was. 

EV: Oh, that’s good. The day they had it this year, 
we were up in Edmonton at a convocation. 

MARA: Oh, dear. 

EV: And the year before I was in the Okanagan, but 
that was just me. 

MARA: Oh. 

EV: As I say, June can just be busy. By my busy time 
will be over because my grandkids are getting 
older. I only have five in university right now. 

MARA: Oh. 

EV: One is still in school here, so four are in 
university. So you don’t miss it, if they say 
convocation, you’re there. 

MARA: Oh, for sure. You want to honour that. 

EV: Yes. 

MARA: Do you have any other thoughts that you’d like 
to talk about? 

EV: Oh. I honestly think that it is a wonderful 
association of ladies and I do not want you to 
open it up to men. 
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MARA: [laughter] 

EV: It’s better that they just come and help. I see, 
as part of my age, too, I like the low key that 
the Samaritan Club has in the community and I 
think most people who join are delighted with it 
because of the low key and not having to be 
committed to a thousand things.  

MARA: Yes. 

EV: I’m not very good at what I wanted to say. I 
think that the strength is that we haven’t gone 
over and above trying to reach a goal that we 
know we can’t attain. I think that we are 
maintaining the status quo quite well. 

MARA: Yes. 

EV: I don’t mind little diversions where we go off 
and try to maintain a higher goal in a certain 
area. I do think also that the golf tournament 
and the bridge thing is important because I 
think we do need to socialize and introduce our 
friends to things a little bit. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: I would hate for us to think that we have to do 
a lot more. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

EV: Because then people would start to say, “I’ve 
got too many other things so I’m going to 
leave.” 

MARA: Yes.  

EV: They say that I can handle this. I can handle 
going to play bridge. I can handle going and 
playing a game of golf. I think they used to say 
the commitment for Active Members was six days a 
year. What do they say the commitment should be 
now? 

MARA: No, they don’t even list them. 

EV: You know, it isn’t a lot. 

MARA: No. 

EV: But if you want to do more, then please become 
Active, get involved. And if someone has some 
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new ideas about doing something [that’s good].  
These golf tournaments are good, but then again, 
they are getting less and less people supporting 
them, too. 

MARA: Mm. 

EV: You know, I think the Samaritan Club is pretty 
healthy. I’m hoping it’s pretty healthy. 

MARA: Yes, it is. 

EV: I enjoyed my association with it. I made some 
really good friends. I find the ladies really 
friendly and very supportive, as well. 

EV: I think our founding mothers would be very proud 
with what’s still going on. 

MARA: That’s nicely put. I’m just going to say thank-
you and turn the recorder off.  

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 

 

 


