
Thank you to The Calgary Foundation Page 1 

 

The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Shirley Edwards by Mara Foster on 
September 13, 2015. 

MARA: This is September 13, 2015. I am Mara Foster and 
I am with Shirley Edwards. She is on the 
telephone at her home in Calgary. We are going 
to talk about your memories and stories of the 
Samaritan Club of Calgary. Have you always lived 
in Calgary, Shirley? 

SHIRLEY: No. My husband and I grew up in a small town in 
Saskatchewan, Wilke. We were raised there and 
only left there when we did our secondary 
education. He went into Engineering in Saskatoon 
and I went out to Vancouver to take nursing. 

MARA: Oh? So you met originally in Wilke? 

SHIRLEY: Yes, we were born and raised there. 

MARA: But you were married later on? 

SHIRLEY: We were married later on after we both finished 
our sessions. He ended up in oil industry in 
Calgary. In 1957, I came to meet him in Calgary 
and look for housing and we were married that 
year. 

MARA: Oh, wonderful. Did you work as a nurse, for a 
while? 

SHIRLEY: I did for a bit, but sporadically. I worked in 
Vancouver for a year and I came to Calgary and 
did private duty nursing until we were married.  

MARA: Oh? 

SHIRLEY: And until we had our first child. 

MARA: Uh huh. What neighbourhoods have you lived in, 
in Calgary?  

SHIRLEY: Well, you won’t believe this but we had rental 
places for the first few years of our marriage, 
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but we have been in this house in Elbow Park for 
over fifty years. 

MARA: [laughter] 

SHIRLEY: So we came in here and renovated in an era when 
people didn’t do that. It was all older people 
in the area but it was wonderful for our 
children. There were only about three families 
who had young children on the street and it was 
wonderful for them to grow up with all these old 
grandparents. We just never left it. We loved it 
here and we’ve just stayed here. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: We’ve seen many changes, by the way: a whole 
renewal and lots of young families growing up 
here since then. 

MARA: Yes. And you mentioned the flood, two years ago. 

SHIRLEY: Uh huh.  

MARA: And that affected you greatly? 

SHIRLEY: Oh, yes. Not as badly as a lot of people. We had 
about four feet of water in the basement, but it 
took really the rest of the year of steady work, 
reclaiming everything. It was quite onerous, 
especially with both my husband and I being 
post-surgical. It’s very fortunate that we had 
our son to help. 

MARA: Oh, good. 

SHIRLEY: To see it through. 

MARA: So your children went to schools in the 
neighbourhood?  

SHIRLEY: Yes, they did. Elbow Park School and Rideau Park 
Schools were the ones they went to and then 
Western [Canada High School]. And they are all 
still viable except Elbow Park is the midst of 
being redone because of the flood.  

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: It’s a little bit longer process than the others 
but I think they’ll be back in business. I think 
that it’s interesting that after 50 years, 
they’ll be may able to come back and see them 
much as they were. 
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MARA: Yes, oh goodness. And you’ve mentioned that a 
lot of things have changed in your neighbourhood 
throughout the time that you’ve lived there? 
What can you describe for me? 

SHIRLEY: Well, it’s changed both physically and with the 
people. There were more older people when we 
moved in and gradually they left and younger 
families moved in and the houses were made 
larger and all of the vacant lots that we used 
to love to have were filled in. For all the new 
families that came in, we’ve seen all their 
children grow up, too. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: So it’s been wonderful but it’s a very special 
area and we have very lovely neighbours, always 
have had.  

MARA: Mm. 

SHIRLEY: It’s changed physically and it’s changing again 
because of all the damage from the flood but it 
will be interesting to see, over the next few 
years, what will happen with some of the vacant 
lots that we have again. 

MARA: Yes. And you said that you were married and then 
you had a child and then you didn’t work. Do you 
find that’s changed, women’s roles in your 
neighbourhood have changed? 

SHIRLEY: At the time that I didn’t work, after I had my 
children, all my friends were in much the same 
mode. We stayed at home. We did work with the 
Guides, with the Scouts, hockey teams, that sort 
of thing. I didn’t really do much nursing until 
I took a refresher course in the ‘80’s. 

MARA: Ah? 

SHIRLEY: And I went back and took a refresher course then 
and I worked for a year then, but they brought 
in the twelve hour shifts and I was heading 
towards fifty and it was pretty heavy duty. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: My daughter got married and my mother died that 
year and that ended my career. 

MARA: Oh, yes. Lot’s going on there for you. 
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SHIRLEY: Oh, there was a lot going on in the ‘80’s, yes.  

MARA: And you mentioned all of the volunteer work that 
women did and then how did you hear about the 
Samaritan Club? 

SHIRLEY: Well, I had friends that were in it and I 
suppose we were all at the same stage at the 
same time, saying we could do this, now. Our 
children are of such an age. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: So Jackie Nodwell, (she was Jackie Falconer, 
then) sponsored me but I can’t remember who the 
second sponsor was.   

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: Several of us joined in that few years. I think 
I joined in about 1980 but I’ve lost all the 
records in the flood, so I am trying to do this 
from memory, which isn’t great. 

MARA: Mm. 

SHIRLEY: I remember that Marg Montgomery was the 
President at that time and she was President in 
1980 so I had to come just before then or then. 

MARA: Uh huh. So there were a bunch of you, good 
friends, who joined together. 

SHIRLEY: Well, not a bunch of us joined together but we 
joined one after another, maybe a few years 
apart, but we had a very close group of friends, 
both husbands and wives, so it was automatic 
that we talked about these things. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: We all got interested in doing it. 

MARA: What were some of your early experiences? I 
guess you were a Working Associate first? 

SHIRLEY: Yes, we were. We all started as Working 
Associates. I remember the first thing that I 
worked at was the Artist’s Showcase and we had 
it out at Heritage Park. I remember Tina Van 
Helden. I was working with her in the Art 
Department. We had these lovely Artist’s 
Showcases. I don’t know whether you’ve heard 
about them? 
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MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: They were fun to work at because we had all the 
artisans and artists come in and it was fun 
seeing their work.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: It was a big job, setting it all up and running 
it through because they did get money for their 
work and it all had to be figured out and we 
took a percentage. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: The first Supersale that I can remember working 
at was at the Stampede Grounds, I think in the 
Corral. And I remember that I wasn’t much use. I 
was so stunned with all the people and all the 
rummage and just the whole atmosphere. I think I 
mostly stood and looked at everybody and 
everything and thought “What’s happening?”  

MARA: [laughter] 

SHIRLEY: It was quite a thing. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: It’s like that still, in a lot of ways at 
Hillhurst, isn’t it? 

MARA: Yes. You mentioned earlier when we were talking 
that we need to laugh throughout the sales or we 
would all go crazy. 

SHIRLEY: Well, that’s right. We get so busy. We wonder 
how we are ever going to get it done. 

MARA: Mm hmm.  

SHIRLEY: And I think that’s part of the fun of the club. 
I think that it’s a lot of work and you feel so 
hands on. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: Really, it’s a nice experience. 

MARA: Well, that’s nice to say. And what departments 
did you work in the Sale? 

SHIRLEY: I think I’ve been in a number of them. For many 
of the last years, it was in Women’s Dresses.  



 Page 6 

 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: I’m kind of going back and forth with the huge 
piles of things in the Sports Wear Department. 
I’m trying to decide which area these things 
should be in. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: And they were always so overwhelmed with 
everything. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: But we couldn’t take much in our area, because 
we were pretty overwhelmed. It was a lot of fun 
and a lot of work but it was good. 

MARA: So that’s the Artisan’s Showcase and the Sales. 
What other things did you get into? 

SHIRLEY: As far as the club goes? 

MARA: Yes.  

SHIRLEY: I remember being on the Layette Committee for a 
while and several other areas. Mostly, I 
remember I had our grandson. Our daughter is and 
was living in Vancouver and she had a difficult 
second pregnancy, so we had our 16 month-old 
grandson staying with us and that year I was 
Treasurer of the club. We were having the fall 
Artist’s Showcase and I thought, “My goodness. 
I’ll not make it through this.”  

MARA: Mm. 

SHIRLEY: I was sleeping by his bed at night because I was 
so afraid that he would be frightened in the 
night and I didn’t want to spoil him by taking 
him into our bed. 

MARA: Mm. 

SHIRLEY: Anyway, it was all these things, just run 
together, but I was Treasurer, then. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: I was President in 1994, I guess. 

MARA: Uh huh. 
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SHIRLEY: I’ve never done the Family Assistance, but 
certainly followed it very closely, especially 
with the Layettes and the Project Research. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: Anyway, I also ran the Tearoom one year for the 
Artist’s Showcase. It was in the City Hall and 
they had never done this before. It was really 
quite an interesting sale. 

MARA: Oh, right. When you were on the Executive, was 
there any particular direction that people were 
taking? 

SHIRLEY: You mean as different from now. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: Yes, in a lot of ways. One of the things that is 
so gratifying now is that over the years, we 
have found ways… and I shouldn’t say we….mostly 
it has been new people who have come into the 
Actives… but amongst us, we have found ways to 
earn money and change and adapt to new eras. For 
a long time, we had trouble even getting new 
members because women were working or they just 
couldn’t seem to spare the time and it was 
awfully hard for them to get to meetings or 
commit themselves to things. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: And we did try to commit to the Sales and the 
work we were doing, even so far as to not 
booking holidays or things away because we knew 
the Sales would be on. While I was a member, 
through all those years, we’ve changed. We’ve 
done the casinos which I had mixed feelings 
about. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: I felt that the lotteries and casinos were 
resulting in so many people ending up addicts. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: You know, addictions and then had to be treated 
for that. 

MARA: Yes. 
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SHIRLEY: But we came to the decision that we weren’t 
going to change human nature of gambling and at 
least we could put the money to good use. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: Then we had to let the Artist’s Showcase go, 
which was very hard because there were just too 
many competing ones that were doing the same 
thing. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: But we came up with the golf and the bridge, and 
those kinds of things to bring in money. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: So there’s been lots of changes over the years. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: But it’s still essentially, the club we all 
like. We’re hands on. It’s Calgarian. We don’t 
have a parent charity that we have to answer to 
or any of those kinds of things. We were able to 
make our rules, raise our money and return it to 
the community with the least amount of expenses 
and in a much quicker manner than a lot of the 
agencies can do. 

MARA: Yes. 

SHIRLEY: And in the areas where there isn’t the coverage. 
So, it’s always been very gratifying, that way. 
And that’s what enticed me to the club in the 
first place and that’s why I still like it.  

MARA: Mm. 

SHIRLEY: I think it is very unique and very worthwhile 
and very gratifying to work for. 

MARA: Mm hmm. You mentioned hands on, two or three 
times. When you were in the Executive, at that 
time, were the members actually taking items to 
clients whereas now we have social workers and 
so on? 

SHIRLEY: Yes, somewhat. Early on, and I just can’t 
remember how it evolved, we were delivering 
cribs to moms and layettes to the hospitals. 
We’re still doing a lot of that but the social 
workers were very important because you needed 
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justification for some of these things. You 
couldn’t just walk into people’s homes.   

SHIRLEY: I remember delivering Christmas hampers at 
Christmas time and some of the agencies found 
there was overlapping, so it was very important 
to go through the social workers so that we had 
lists of the ones that already had been covered 
by other organizations. 

MARA: Ah. 

SHIRLEY: So for our food drives, it was very important 
but I can’t remember just how that quite 
evolved. 

MARA: Mm. 

SHIRLEY: It is a very important part, especially as the 
city has grown bigger and bigger. 

MARA: Yes. You mentioned some of your friends and 
fellow members. Do any particular names pop out 
to you? 

SHIRLEY: Yes. All of them. 

MARA: All of them? 

SHIRLEY: Jackie Nodwell had been superb. I don’t think 
she’s missed more than a couple of sales in all 
the years she’s been a member. It used to be 
quite difficult because they liked to go away 
with their children and she would insist that 
they had to work their family times away around 
the Samaritan Sales and that would be that. But 
she’s been so good and she is still working hard 
at the sales.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: There are a lot who are still working but a good 
number of them have had some kind of health 
problems. They’ve had to cut down a little bit. 

MARA: Mm. 

SHIRLEY: Shirley Goodfellow, I think you’ve interviewed 
her, too and she’s still doing all the art at 
the Rummage Sale. 

MARA: Yes. 
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SHIRLEY: And Sue Martin, still working hard and still 
putting in her days. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: But everybody tries to do some of it. I can’t 
remember how long we’ve all been Honourary but 
we’ve all been getting some kinds of [health 
issues] happening to us and we could see that we 
wouldn’t be able to take on the big committees 
any longer. 

MARA: Yes. Do you have any other memories about the 
Sale? Customers? 

SHIRLEY: Oh, we used to have fun in the Ladies’ Dresses 
and I’m sure they still do. We had people who 
came back year after year. There were a couple 
of little ladies… I think they came every year 
for 10 years that I was watching them.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: I think both of them have probably passed on by 
now because they were very elderly then but I 
used to love seeing them. Some of the funny 
memories were of the men. We would get our 
husbands to help with parking the cars and 
manning the doors. When I was Treasurer, my 
husband would help count in the back room.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: I can remember the guys who were manning the 
door were just stunned one day because a lot of 
clientele were not shy about whipping off their 
blouse or dress to try something on and for a 
long time, we didn’t have an extra room for them 
to even go into. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

SHIRLEY: And we had to arrange that when we saw what was 
happening. 

MARA: [laugher] 

SHIRLEY: As woman got bolder, I guess, they would just 
strip off what they had on and try on this 
sweater and the men were startled. Oh, it was 
kind of funny.  

MARA: Mm. 
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SHIRLEY: And then we had funny times. One time, one of 
our members was taking the funniest hat that 
came in and she would wear it around all day.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: She and her daughter would have to buy, every 
year, in the fall, the craziest thing they could 
find that was brought into the sale to give each 
other for Christmas. 

MARA: Oh. [laughter] 

SHIRLEY: Which I thought was a neat idea. 

MARA: Was that the Whites? Was that Barbara and Marie 
Ann White. 

SHIRLEY: Yes. Did you hear about Barbara? 

MARA: Well, I did know Barbara.  

SHIRLEY: Oh, did you? 

MARA: I knew her mom, barely. They had a good time. 

SHIRLEY: Marie Ann was lots of fun. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: She came in. I remember meeting her up in 
Kananaskis and I had never run into her at all. 
I didn’t know her at all and she came up to me 
at the restaurant and said who she was and she 
said, “I’m a new member of the Samaritan Club.” 

MARA: Oh. 

SHIRLEY: So, somebody must have pointed me out to her at 
some time but I hadn’t met her but I thought 
that was so neat. We weren’t anywhere near 
Calgary or the Samaritan Club, at the moment, 
and she was excited about joining and interested 
in getting to know the other workers. She was a 
great lady. 

MARA: Yes.  

SHIRLEY: But there are many great ones. Pearl Florendine 
was just the face of the Samaritan Club for 
years.  

MARA: Uh huh. 
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SHIRLEY: She stayed Active well into her eighties and was 
such a dynamo and ran the Objects d’Art for 
years and years and years and brought her 
cleaning lady and her friends to clean the 
silver. You know, just all that extra mile. She 
really was the epitome of the Samaritan Club. 

MARA: Yes. In summary, what did you enjoy about the 
club? 

SHIRLEY: As I said, I enjoyed the camaraderie, I enjoyed 
the fact that it was work that we could really 
physically do to see the results of and to give 
back into the community faster than we could 
anyplace else. It’s always been very gratifying 
and very humbling working with the Samaritan 
Club, seeing the needs and knowing that as 
volunteers, we could do this and get it back to 
the people who needed it. It was a wonderful way 
to give back to the community, I would say. 

MARA: Yes. What would you like Calgarians to know in 
the next five or ten years or so to know about 
the Samaritan Club? 

SHIRLEY: I would just like them to know that. It’s been 
here for over a hundred years. It’s been 
adaptable to the needs and the changes in the 
community and the volunteerism that goes with 
it. We raise this money by our efforts and get 
it back to the community where it’s needed. 

MARA: Any other thoughts, Shirley? 

SHIRLEY: I think I’ve been pretty loquacious. [laughter] 
Well, it’s been fun talking to you. I’ll 
probably think of a million things in the middle 
of the night, again. I hope you have some really 
good results with your interviews. There are 
very talented people in this organization, 
talented in many ways: artists, business women, 
painters, sewers, gardeners. 

MARA: Uh huh. 

SHIRLEY: They all have many talents. It’s just wonderful 
to know them. 

MARA: Well, thank you very much for this, Shirley. I 
really appreciate your time. 
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