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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Bette Douglas by Gwyneth Gillette on 
August 28, 2015. 

GYWNETH: I am recording some of the memories of Bette 
Douglas.  

BETTE: [This picture] was when Millie and I were 
together at Fort Calgary. The Samaritan Club 
were having a function. 

GYWNETH: We were. It was our 100th anniversary. 

BETTE: Oh, that’s right. That’s why we were there. That 
must 2010. 

GYWNETH: How did you get to be a member of the Samaritan 
Club? 

BETTE: When I moved here there were two gals I knew. 
One was originally from Winnipeg. Her name was 
Mary Carmichael Love from Winnipeg. 

GYWNETH: Okay. 

BETTE: And she was a good friend of Mary Harvie’s and 
they asked me to join, so I did. 

GYWNETH: And what year was that? 

BETTE: They say here 1954 and I guess that was because 
you were always an Associate Member before you 
were an [Active] Member.  

GYWNETH: Oh, I see. You could have joined a little before 
that because you have been an Associate first, 
before you were a Member.   

BETTE: Well, you see, Scott was born in 1952, so I 
don’t know. In my memory, you had to be an 
Associate for two years before you became an 
[Active] Member.  

GYWNETH: And did you become part of the Active Membership 
or Executive, so then you could vote. 
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BETTE: Yes, Active Membership. 

GYWNETH: Now did you come from Winnipeg or Montreal to 
come to Calgary? 

BETTE: Toronto. 

GYWNETH: Oh, so you moved around a bit after you got your 
education. 

BETTE: Yes. 

GYWNETH: And did you meet your husband at university?  

BETTE: My husband, Bill, was from Winnipeg, too. At the 
time we got to Calgary, his father, Norm 
Douglas, was the head of the Hudson Bay Company, 
here. 

GYWNETH: You and your husband went from Winnipeg, where 
you got your education and then to Montreal. 
What was your background in Education? What did 
you take? 

BETTE: I have a Bachelor of Science in Home Economics. 
My majors were biology and chemistry. 

GYWNETH: Did you work in that line? 

BETTE: I never worked. 

GYWNETH: No, but in that era, you got married and had 
children. 

BETTE: Yes. My eldest is 65 now. Stu just had his 65th 
birthday. We’ve been teasing him about being an 
old man.  

GYWNETH: Mm hmm. 

BETTE: When you asked me where I worked it put my mind 
rolling. I’m thinking when I began and that was 
in the early 50’s. You asked me where I had 
worked and I said no.  Not one of those girls 
had a job.  

GYWNETH: But you did a lot of volunteer work. 

BETTE: I worked really hard at the golf club. I was on 
the committees for 14 years and rolled through 
all of that and became the president. It was a 
lot of work. It’s changed so much. All of the 
events there, they’re fewer. Some events have 
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had to cancel because there’s not enough 
[volunteers.] All of the kids are working.  

GYWNETH: Mm hmm. 

BETTE: In the evenings, we were fools. I always played 
a lot of bridge. It started in the common room 
at the University, I’m afraid to say.  I can 
still see Doctor Hood putting her head in the 
doorway. We’d all be sitting on the floor in the 
common room playing bridge and we’d say ‘oh, 
oh.’ [laugher] 

GYWNETH: And so you were a very busy lady… 

BETTE: Oh, yes. I should show you my calendar for 
August and I’m 90. You won’t be able to believe 
it. I did a lot of golfing. 

GYWNETH: Where did you golf, Betty? 

BETTE: On 50th Avenue. 

GYWNETH: Would that be the Canyon Meadow’s Golf Club? 

BETTE: No, the Calgary Golf and Country Club. You know 
I have a lot of old stories from the Stampede.  
Bill was a director of the Stampede for years. 
So, I have so many Stampede Stories. Of course, 
I was involved in the Stampede for many years. 

GYWNETH: Do you remember the name of the stable that was 
at the end of that little bridge? 

BETTE: It was at 50th Avenue. Turning into the golf 
course. Mrs. Willands.  

GYWNETH: And people stabled their horses there. 

BETTE: Well, she had horses and you could rent a horse 
and go riding. I don’t know if she stabled 
horses.  

GYWNETH: Well, you’ve had lots of interesting experiences 
in Calgary. 

BETTE: Yes, it’s been a good place. 

GYWNETH: It has a spirit, Calgary. Doesn’t it? 

GYWNETH: And your immediate family, you had two sons. 

BETTE: Two boys. 
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GYWNETH: Are they close around you? 

BETTE: No. Nobody stayed around here. Just me. But I 
have been very lucky. Both of the boys ended up 
where they were educated. Stewart is a lawyer. 
He ended up in Edmonton. Scott is an architect. 
He ended up in Vancouver where his course was.  

GYWNETH: Yes? 

BETTE: Two years ago, Scottie’s firm Kasian’s… they’ve 
done a lot of work in Calgary, the court house, 
the Children’s Hospital, that big new hospital 
in the south. 

GYWNETH: Oh, wow.  

BETTE: And they asked him to come here or go to 
Toronto.  And he said, “Oh, I’ll go to Calgary.” 
And guess where he is living? Just down, around 
the corner in Garrison Woods.  

GYWNETH: Oh, this is your son? 

BETTE: Hallelujah for me. 

GYWNETH: Lucky you. Yes. 

BETTE: His son, my grandson, he started working here a 
few years ago in the LNG, liquid natural gas 
business.  

GYWNETH: Mm hmm. 

BETTE: So he’s on a plane all the time. And last year, 
Scott spent two days a week in Toronto. So the 
both of them have a million Airmiles or points 
or whatever. And unbeknownst to them, this 
spring, they happened to be on the same 
airplane. I didn’t know this, but in the little 
kitchen in the airplane, there is a list of the 
travellers. You know, important people to 
WestJet, because they travel so much. So here 
was Scott and here was his son on the list and 
the girl didn’t know. And she came out and was 
fussing over Mr. Douglas.   And of course, Mark 
has a way more points than Scott, but Scott was 
apparently on this list. And she was fussing 
over Mark, “Mr. Douglas this and Mr. Douglas 
that” and finally Scott said, “I’m Mr. Douglas, 
he’s my son.” Oh, two bad for Scott. “It’s this 
one we’re interested in.” Oh, we’ve had a laugh 
over that.  



 Page 5 

 

GYWNETH: And now you’re living here but before you lived 
in the South West Calgary. 

BETTE: Yes, I lived on 39th Avenue. It’s just a little 
block off Sifton Boulevard.  

GYWNETH: And most of your life was in the Southwest. Did 
your children go to school, there? 

BETTE: Yes. 

GYWNETH: And did you go to Church there? 

BETTE: Yes, I was. [laughter] The next generation, you 
know…. 

GYWNETH: I know. 

BETTE: I was such a good girl.  Scarborough United was 
my church. We went to Sunday School every single 
Sunday. They had Sunday School Children up for 
the special lesson. I can still see Stewart 
giving the Sunday lesson. And time goes on and 
on and on and all of a sudden the kids have gone 
away.  And Bill was a Christian Scientist so he 
never came to church with me, so guess who else 
drifted away? Me. 

GYWNETH: Yes. 

BETTE: But I always had my religion with me. And I have 
my grandchildren and two great grandchildren and 
none of them baptized. And they are great kids. 

GYWNETH: How big was the club when you joined? 

BETTE: They always had 30 Active Members. I don’t think 
that has ever changed. 

GYWNETH: We still try to have between 25 and 30 Actives. 
Right now we have about 177 total memberships. 

BETTE: Is that right? Well, that’s more than it used to 
be. It was always 30 Actives and the others were 
Working Associates. It’s bigger now really than 
it was this. 

GYWNETH: Mm hmm. 

BETTE: Mary Harvie and Mary Love were two of the 
specific ones I remember. There were others, but 
you know, you go through stages where you can’t 
remember names. I was at a luncheon this week 
and we’re all of the same era and we have all 
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done the same things in Calgary. We were doing 
‘remember when’ and the names just would not 
come. We were in hysterics by the time we 
finished. It was really was a lot of fun, trying 
to figure that out. 

GYWNETH: Mm hmm. 

BETTE: And I made some notes.  Football games were big 
in the 1952 – 1954 and the Samaritan Club used 
to have a great big party every year and we 
would all go to the football game. 

GYWNETH: Fun. 

BETTE: Yes, it was fun. It was the girls and husbands, 
everyone and we went down to the Palliser Hotel 
and I don’t know if it was just drinks and a 
little snack or whether we had our dinner, I 
can’t remember that part. McMahon’s Stadium 
wasn’t even thought of yet. 

GYWNETH: It would be Mewata. 

BETTE: And we sat on these little benches in the snow, 
you know, for the football games. I remember 
sitting there and peeling the snow off my 
eyebrows because that’s the way it was landing. 

GYWNETH: [laughter] 

BETTE: Peeling the snow off my eyebrows so I could see 
the game. Oh, there were lots of funny old 
stories.  

BETTE: Yes, it does. And then another thing I remember 
are the thing where we sell all the old clothes 
every year - the Rummage Sale. We just called 
them Rummage Sales in that era.  They were at 
the Church of the Redeemer, the big Anglican 
one. 

GYWNETH: Yes. 

BETTE: I remember the time I had to take the funds. I 
had to count them and take them to the bank. It 
was a big year, $600.00 and look at thousands, 
now. 

GYWNETH: Oh, Bette. 

BETTE: I can remember counting it, thinking, “Oh my 
word, $600.00.” [laughter] 
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GYWNETH: But that was a lot of money. 

BETTE: That was. It was a great sale. And we also had a 
man who came every year. We called him the 
Velvet Man. We got to know him so well because 
he would come and look around and look around 
for a piece of velvet. He liked to pick it up 
and stroke it. So we had our famous Velvet Man. 

GYWNETH: Oh, yes. 

BETTE: What else? Oh, there was the Samaritan Club Tea. 

GYWNETH: Oh, yes? 

BETTE: It was a big everything. Pearl Florendine was 
the chief of the sandwich making. It was a 
lovely, lovely, tea. Now we had it… where were 
we?  As years went on, we moved it around. When 
I first moved here, it was Terrill’s Flowers 
which had something to do with them. 

GYWNETH: Well, you had the Chrysanthemum Tea. Was that 
the tea? 

BETTE: It was an event.  Then the years went by. You 
know, I did a lot of different things. 

GYWNETH: Tell me what you did. 

BETTE: One thing, I’m thinking of right now was the 
Flower Show.  We had it at the hotel. 

GYWNETH: The hotel? 

BETTE: The Palliser. 

GYWNETH: Okay. The hotel. You’re right. 

BETTE: I’ve got some pictures and they’re probably in a 
trunk in Edmonton but I have pictures of 
arrangements that I had made and won a prize 
for.  

GYWNETH: Are you engraved on the silver bowl? Because we 
still have the silver bowl. 

BETTE: Oh, I wouldn’t know. Everything was done in 
sections. You picked a name for your flower 
arrangement. 

GYWNETH: One of the ladies told me she had made one that 
was like a boat, so it sounds like they were 
quite elaborate. 
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BETTE: Oh, yes, they were. They all had a theme, every 
single arrangement. And in the very beginning, 
Calgary was very new to anything artistic 
[laughter] and to get people to come down there, 
we had judges for the showing come from 
Vancouver. 

GYWNETH: Oh? 

BETTE: And they judged our flower shows. 

GYWNETH: And you did several arrangements personally, 
yourself? 

BETTE: Yes, I used to make arrangements and put them in 
the show. It was quite remarkable because to be 
interested and have the arrangement ready to put 
in the show in a proper manner, you had to know 
what you were doing, artistically.  

GYWNETH: Yes. 

BETTE: We had to do a lot of learning in the beginning, 
too. 

GYWNETH: Did you have flower arrangers come to help you 
in the beginning? 

BETTE: No, there weren’t any flower arrangers. We had 
books. I know I had books about flower 
arranging. Oh, the set-up was fantastic. We had 
it in the Palliser Hotel in that ballroom area 
and after a few years, it drifted away. We 
couldn’t get people interested. 

GYWNETH: Yes, but when it was at its peak it was really 
something. 

BETTE: Yes, it really was. 

GYWNETH: Hats and gloves? 

BETTE: Were hats still being worn? Maybe not. In the 
early fifties, there weren’t too many hats left 
around by then.  

BETTE: I had the best time in Calgary, when you speak 
of old things. Getting ready to make the last 
move into here.  

GYWNETH: Yes? 

BETTE: I had a lot of Mother’s things and they were all 
from 1915 or before from her trousseau. I went 
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firstly to the Loughheed House because they had 
a little store as well as a history section.  A 
lot of people don’t know about these things in 
Calgary.  I was telling people that I took a lot 
of my Mother’s things to the Loughheed House and 
they would say “Well, what for?”  

GYWNETH: Yes? 

BETTE: Anyway, they took…. We used to wear formal 
gloves up to where your sleeves ended. I had so 
many white leather gloves and so I took all that 
sort of thing and there were all sorts of linen 
things. Then after that, I took things to 
Heritage Park.  They are running out of things 
from 1915. I took 47 pieces to them. It wasn’t 
totally altruistic.  They gave me a price [to 
deduct] for my income tax. 

GYWNETH: Fair enough. 

BETTE: So anyway, she gave me a great big hug because 
they need to keep their costumes and their bits 
and Mother had linens that she had put initials 
on. I still have so many things.  

GYWNETH: It’s hard to part with them in a way.  

BETTE: And my children and my grandchildren… we had the 
great showing and they took all they wanted so I 
know that they are ongoing. 

GYWNETH: Silver tea services? 

BETTE: No, we were three girls. I didn’t get one, when 
we picked out of the hat. But I have a lot of 
other family pieces.  This place isn’t the best 
place to keep silver.  

BETTE: My brothers were overseas in 1915. This is how 
you got married and there is a place in 
Winnipeg, and I even had my Grandmother’s 
Wedding Dress. It’s at the McDougall Museum and 
everything is kept under specific humidity. All 
my children and everybody in my family can go 
and they will bring out the old things to look 
at. 

GYWNETH: Isn’t that nice? 

GYWNETH: You have some memorabilia and its up in Edmonton 
in ‘the trunk.’ 

BETTE: Yes. ‘The trunk.’ 
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GYWNETH: And then you were invited in? 

BETTE: Yes, Mary Harvie and Mary Love put me up. You 
were put up. 

GYWNETH: When you joined, what was it that appealed to 
you about the Samaritan Club? 

BETTE: For me, coming from a strange city, it was the 
sociability of everyone. That was the main 
thing.  I’d known Mary Harvie and Mary Love 
forever. We agreed to join because they did 
heartfelt things.  

GYWNETH: You were kindred spirits, then? 

BETTE: Lil McCara and I, for years, went to every 
rummage sale or Supersale and arranged the paper 
flowers. We say, “Oh, where does this come 
from?” Anyway, we’d make these arrangements and 
we would hear later “Oh, you girls, those flower 
arrangments!” The customers would come in and 
buy them all. [laughter] 

GYWNETH: They loved them? 

BETTE: They adored them. We never had any of our flower 
arranging materials, the proper scissors or 
anything with us. We all just played it by ear 
and just bent the ends. 

GYWNETH: Isn’t that neat? So that was a special 
department?  

GYWNETH: Now those artificial flowers are a pain in the 
neck. 

BETTE: Where did they all come from? Every single sale. 
We used to get mounds of them. 

GYWNETH: Now we have them all together and it’s called 
seasonal. Could you talk about some of the 
committees you served on? 

BETTE: It all should be in the Minute Books.  

GYWNETH: Oh, it will be. We just wanted to get some 
personal memories from some of our members. 

BETTE: I remember having the Shoe Department to look 
after at the Rummage Sale and nobody wanted to 
be in the Shoe Department. It was not a pleasant 
spot. I don’t know if they still have shoes. 
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GYWNETH: Oh do they have shoes, and customers just love 
the shoes and purses.  You had your parties 
before you went to the football games.  

GYWNETH: Yes, they were grand. 

GYWNETH: Were you on the Executive? 

BETTE: I must have been. I was never President of the 
Samaritan Club but I must have been on the 
Executive. I must have done something with the 
books at some point, because Shirley Anderson 
taught me how to keep books. I wonder what you 
call that person? 

GYWNETH: The Treasurer. 

BETTE: I must have got my start with the money from 
counting and banking the money from the Rummage 
Sales.  

GYWNETH: Were you on a Committee like Project Research?  

BETTE: We didn’t do very much like that. 

GYWNETH: What did you donate your money to then? 

BETTE: Oh, there were all the baby clothes. We were 
strong in Layettes. 

GYWNETH: Yes, Mrs. Woods started that and we are still 
strong in Layettes.  

BETTE: I remember them particularly and a lot of 
individual things and they were brought up and 
discussed and decided upon. That would be in the 
Minutes. 

GYWNETH: Yes, they would be. We have what we call Project 
Research. 

BETTE: We never had big names for anything. [laughter]           

GYWNETH: Family Assistance was big. 

BETTE: So big. To me that was the main thing. You just 
tweaked my memory. I must have been on a 
Committee for this thing. There was one lady, 
and she would just keep having these babies and 
we would go out and they were living in a 
basement and this little new born baby was 
called Douglas after my visits.  

GYWNETH: Oh? Isn’t that neat. 
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BETTE: There were a lot of babies and water running 
those basement walls. I can still see it. They 
had so many children, they just couldn’t feed 
them. Her husband did have a job and he was on 
the city sanding truck. They were waiting to 
build the top part of the house.  Any one of our 
girls would remember them. 

GYWNETH: So you made a lot of home visits? 

BETTE: To her, and to others. 

GYWNETH: Dianne Walker said she remembered taking 
groceries to people’s houses. Did you take her 
groceries? 

BETTE: I don’t remember taking anyone groceries. 

GYWNETH: Why did you visit? 

BETTE: I don’t recall the reason. 

GYWNETH: But you had a child named after you. Douglas? 

BETTE: Yes. 

GYWNETH: It was a personal thing for you. 

BETTE: Yes, because he had a job. They were trying so 
hard. 

GYWNETH: Were you involved when the lottery was going 
with Pearl Florendine? 

BETTE: I don’t remember a lottery. Pearl stayed Active, 
you know, until her last gasp.  

GYWNETH: What did you find in the bags and the boxes or 
did you have friends who brought you boxes. 

BETTE: I’m sure that was true over the years. We would 
say [to our friends] that the sale was on and 
what did they have? 

GYWNETH: Did you get some that you just had to turf out? 

BETTE: Always. 

GYWNETH: Do you know anything that has changed with the 
Samaritan Club since you were involved? 

BETTE: I don’t know. Well, the Rummage Sale is so much 
larger. There is change there.  In the 
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beginning, we didn’t have any little art shows 
where people brought paintings. 

GYWNETH: I know you enjoyed the social aspect of the club 
and you had lifelong friends from the Club. 

BETTE: Oh, yes. 

GYWNETH: We don’t get a lot of publicity, but what would 
you like Calgarians to know about the club? 

BETTE: I can still remember, we had the celebration of 
the anniversary of the club and you know, the 
old cart and the old ladies in the cart from 19-
whatever. I can remember that.  

GYWNETH: That cart is a nice thing to have. It’s in the 
Fort Calgary Museum.  

BETTE: This is a women’s group in Calgary that did good 
deeds. Calgary is so immense now. There must be 
other groups in Calgary.  

GYWNETH: We have a history to be proud of and so it’s 
good to get stories from members like you who 
had wonderful years in it. 

BETTE: Well, I think, of Bill Brooks in the paper. If 
the Samaritan Club was going to have a 
celebration, he would certainly look after that. 

GYWNETH: Yes, he probably would. Good idea. Well, if you 
can think of anything else, we’ll get it. 

BETTE: You know, there were lots of daughters who would 
come into the Samaritan Club, too. 

GYWNETH: My daughter joined a few years back. 

BETTE: Like Nellie Richardson’s daughter is still in 
Calgary. 

BETTE: Did you know a Mrs. Ashley who was a member? Her 
daughter has joined, too. 

BETTE: No. 

GYWNETH: And Linda McNally?  

BETTE: Oh, yes, the McNally’s. Bill’s mother and dad 
lived on Sifton Boulevard and the McNally’s 
lived next door. 

GYWNETH: Is that right? 
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BETTE: So the two mothers because good friends  

BETTE: It’s the names. These people are all in front of 
my face. 

GYWNETH: You’ve done very well. I do appreciate your 
time. I know our transcriber will have fun 
listening to our interview today and if you 
think of anything else that you think is 
important, I’ll pass it on. 

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 
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