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The Samaritan Club of Calgary 

History Project 

Interview with Mary Benn 

MARA: This is September 5, 2014. I am Mara Foster and 
I am with Mary Benn at her home outside of 
Calgary. And we’re going to talk about your 
memories of the Samaritan Club of Calgary. And 
you haven’t always lived here. Where did you 
live before? 

MARY: In Willow Park, you mean? In Calgary? 

MARA: Even before that. 

MARY: Before that? Well, we lived in Edmonton. We 
lived in Houston. We lived in Regina and Calgary 
for three years, at one point.  And before that 
we lived in the Middle East on Bahrain Island.  

MARA: Oh? And was this because of your husband’s 
business? 

MARY: Oil, yes.  

MARA: So you moved a lot. 

MARY: He worked for an oil company. Yeah, we have 
moved a lot. 

MARA: What’s his background? 

MARY: He is a Petroleum Engineer, although his degree 
is in Mining Engineering but that all covers all 
the experience he has had in the oil industry. 
You know, he’s definitely a Petroleum Engineer. 
He worked for Shell and he worked for… the Bank 
of Montreal was the last employer. But before 
that, he worked in the Department of Petroleum 
in the university. He was the managing director, 
there, for a while. And then he got tired of 
that job, so he went to work for the Bank of 
Montreal, which he says was the best one he ever 
worked for. 

MARA: Oh? 
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MARY: Not the company, but the work. The actual job 
which was more or less as a consultant. And he 
travelled all around the world. 

MARA: Oh? 

MARY: And he enjoyed that. He said that the best 
employer was Shell, definitely without any other 
things. 

MARA: And what was your background? 

MARY: I was born in England in Yorkshire. I trained as 
a nurse and got my State Registered Nurse there 
in England. Then went out to Bahrain with Peter 
and wives were not allowed to work there. 

MARY: Ah? 

MARY: I have three children. Once, my youngest child, 
was in kindergarten I went back for refresher 
course.  That was in Edmonton.  

MARA: Mm. 

MARY: And so I did the refresher course and then I 
used to work one day a week. And my neighbour 
also had a little girl and she was not in 
kindergarten. And so we both worked one day a 
week and babysat the other. It worked out fine. 
She was right next door.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: So that worked out fine. And then I worked at 
the University Hospital and finally doing part 
time work there. So, finally one of the other 
R.N.’s said “You do exactly the same work as we 
do. You stay in charge in the evenings and 
certainly at nights. And yet, you don’t get paid 
as much because you don’t have an Alberta R.N.” 

MARA: Ah? 

MARY: So I took three months because in England you 
don’t do obstetrics in your general training. So 
I did three months in obstetrics and then took 
the exams. So, then I got the same amount of 
money as they did. [laughter] 

MARA: Good, good.  

MARY: And it was fun. I enjoyed it. And then I nursed 
Recovery. I enjoyed that and I had a position 
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where I could be called on to work four days a 
week, but very rarely did they do that. I 
usually worked two or three days a week. And 
that was fine until I hurt my neck with a 
patient who weighed 450 pounds. 

MARA: Oh, dear. 

MARY: And so then I had to have surgery on both sides 
of my neck and told not to do any more nursing. 
First of all, they told me I had a year to do 
nothing. No housework, no nursing, no anything.  

MARA: Mm. 

MARY: And I thought I would die of boredom so I went 
to the university and took two courses in 
Canadian history and English. And enjoyed that, 
so I decided that if I wasn’t going to go back 
to nursing, I might as well get a degree. 
[laughter] So I got a degree in English. And 
then I started working as a docent at the 
Glenbow [Museum]. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: And of course, I was doing history, so I decided 
that I might as well do an extra few courses and 
get a degree in history. I was a permanent 
student for a while. 

MARA: Yeah? 

MARY: Yeah. I loved it. I loved the research and the 
papers more than I did the actual…Well, I 
certainly didn’t enjoy the exams. 

MARA: Mm. [laughter] 

MARY: But that’s it. I really haven’t used those 
degrees very much except at the museum. 

MARA: Mm hmm. So that was kind of a good fit. 

MARY: Yeah, it got me over going to university. It got 
me over giving up nursing. Because I did miss 
it. Especially the people, the other nurses. It 
was sad, but there you go. 

MARA: That’s it? 

MARY: That’s it. And we have been all around the 
world. We have always hiked. We’ve been twice to 
Nepal and hiked in the Himalayas. Two treks each 
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time. And we’ve hiked in Australia, up the 
highest mountain. Kosciuszko, I think it’s 
called. And yeah, we’ve done a lot of things. 
We’ve travelled a lot. 

MARA: Yes? 

MARY: We’ve been to Africa. We’ve been to New Zealand 
five times. And Australia. We have friends in 
Australia. You see, because we worked in the 
Middle East, we have friends who lived in 
Australia. 

MARA: Oh, yes? And you travelled with your child? 

MARY: Oh yes, I crossed the Atlantic a number of 
times. The first time on my own.  The second 
time I was pregnant, but I had Peter with me. We 
went on the Queen Mary to Southampton. And the 
next time, I went, I had a two-year old and I 
was six months pregnant coming out to Canada.  

MARA: Hmm? 

MARY: That was a job.  

MARA: Yes. 

MARY: And then I went back with three children on my 
own, by train.  Well, I picked my cousin up in 
Toronto and she travelled with us. And then we 
came back by boat. So I don’t know, I think I’ve 
crossed the Atlantic about five times. 

MARA: Oh? 

MARY: Yes. Usually in the winter. 

MARA: Oh? [laughter] 

MARY: So you get really nasty storms.  But it was a 
nice way to travel with children. 

MARA: Uh huh? 

MARY: Because they had this lovely nursery. You got 
them dressed and had their breakfast and put the 
boys into the nursery and that was it, until you 
picked them up for lunch. 

MARA: Oh? 

MARY: And they’d say to me, ‘Because you have 
children, you can come to the first meal. There 
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were two meals. Come to the first meal for 
breakfast and lunch. And then the children had 
an afternoon tea for them. And then I could go 
to second dinner on my own. 

MARA: Oh? 

MARY: I mean, it was a much more civilized way than 
flying.  

MARA: Yes. They could go around and have other 
children. 

MARY: Yes, they enjoyed it. They loved the boat. 

MARA: Yeah. 

MARY: They didn’t mind going into the nursery at all.  

MARA: Yeah. 

MARY: Of course, you couldn’t put the tiny baby into 
the nursery. I mean, Helen was three months old, 
so you couldn’t put her in. But she was no 
problem. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: Yup,other than chicken pox and we won’t mention 
that. 

MARA: Okay. And now you’re living out in the country. 

MARY: Yeah, and I have really enjoyed it. 

MARA: Yes. 

MARY: You can see the mountains. When we go for our 
coffee, you can see the mountains. We have 
horses and cattle around. We have birds, lots of 
birds and the cats. So, I enjoy life here. 

MARA: Yeah? 

MARY: I will miss it. 

MARA: You’ve kept yourself really busy, all the time, 
doing something you’ve enjoyed. 

MARY: So far so good.[laughter] 

MARA: And how did you hear about the Samaritan Club? 
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MARY: I was out to lunch with one of my friends, my 
fellow volunteers from the museum when I was a 
docent. And one of the people that she’d 
invited, that I didn’t know was a Samaritan. And 
she talked me and my hostess into joining. But 
the hostess didn’t stay very long. 

MARA: Oh? 

MARY: And that’s how I joined. 

MARA: And what attracted you? What was it about the 
Samaritan Club that attracted you? 

MARY: They told me what they did. You know, that they 
worked to help people, to help the working poor, 
which I thought was really good. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: Because there’s so much money that goes to the 
truly, truly poor but these people just on the 
edge, I think, need that little bit of 
assistance. That’s the main reason that I 
joined. 

MARA: And who sponsored you? Do you remember? 

MARY: No, I don’t. [laughter]  She’s certainly not 
around anymore.  I can’t remember her name. I 
can’t remember when. It would be in the late 
eighties or the early nineties when I joined.  

MARA: And you were a Working Associate? 

MARY: Yes, always. 

MARA: Always? 

MARY: Always.  

MARA: But you were involved in a lot of different 
aspects.  

MARY: Yes. 

MARA: You mentioned the art. Were you involved in the 
Art Sale? 

MARY: No. But I was involved with the little Santa 
Clauses. You know for the Artist’s Sale at the 
City Hall. 

MARA: Yes. 
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MARY: We always used to, we had the cafeteria or part 
of the cafeteria and we served coffee and 
muffins in the morning and then sandwiches and 
cakes at lunch time. And we always had 
Christmassy table cloths, etc. And then somebody 
would make decorations for the tables and then 
sell them. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: And the year before I did mine, they had made 
candles.  Very nice candles. So I got this 
pattern for Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus but it was 
for a tall, oh two-foot doll. So I worked with 
it until I got it down to this size, which is 
about ten inches. And also there was one for Mr. 
& Mrs. Snowman.  Frosty. Mr.& Mrs. Frosty, and 
some little Christmassy tea cozies. 

MARA: Hmm? 

MARY: And that’s about what we did. And so I asked for 
volunteers. I went to one of the meetings and 
showed them what I had made. 

MARA: Hmm? 

MARY: And they all liked them very much. And so, the 
only thing that I was worried about was that 
they didn’t stand up very well.  They were 
completely washable. I used a circular plastic 
for the bottom.  I wish I had one here to show 
you. And anyway, and so they did stand up. But 
if anybody knocked the table, they would fall. 
And I was afraid the snowman would have their 
nose in the coffee cup.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: So, Peter made me stands. So it was a little 
“L”, in nice wood and then two little poles that 
would go up the bottom of the back of the dolls. 
And so then, Marie Anne White, her husband 
offered to do some of these stands because we 
had to have a lot of them. And so that’s what we 
did. And we sold every single doll and stand. 

MARA: And these were all hand-knit. 

MARY: Hand-knitted. Some of them weren’t very well 
hand-knitted and some I had to unwind and take 
apart. And then, someone helped me, the one in 
the wheel chair, oh, well, I’ll think of her 
name.  
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MARA: So somebody helped you. 

MARY: Yes, she helped me a lot and she has M.S. 

MARA: Oh, Wilda Allen. 

MARY: Yes. And she said, “I can’t knit because of the 
MS. You know, because it comes too tight.” And I 
said, “Well, just do a bigger needle.” And so 
she did. And so at the end when we got all of 
these dolls done, we decided to do the full 
length one between us and we put that one to be 
bid on. And so, I think Pearl Florendine won it, 
actually. Helen, my daughter was bidding against 
her. She made her go up. [laughter] 

MARA: Good. This was just one aspect of the sale at 
City Hall. 

MARY: Yes. The artists. We made quite a bit of money. 

MARA: So, it was selling art and it was selling crafts 
and serving tea. 

MARY: Yes, and we had a bake sale, too. 

MARA: Was that in the old City Hall or the new City 
Hall? 

MARY: The new City Hall. 

MARA: Oh. 

MARY: It was beautiful.  It really was. It’s a shame, 
it really is.  It was a lot of work and the 
parking was really bad. Plus, when you have to 
drive down and unload, well we had trouble with 
the union people.  They didn’t like having a 
whole lot of volunteers coming in. We had to pay 
two union people in the kitchen, even if they 
did nothing. They had to be there. So we didn’t 
make as much money from the artists, but it was 
a most beautiful sale. 

MARA: Mm hmm. There were other aspects.  People got to 
know about the club. 

MARY: Exactly right. 

MARA: Artists had a chance to sell things. 

MARY: We tried to do it in a couple of other places, 
but it didn’t go as well. 
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MARA: Uh huh. 

MARY: It didn’t have the atmosphere. Because the 
ceiling in the City Hall is so high. There’s so 
much space. All these Christmas trees around, 
all decorated. It was really a pretty, a 
beautiful sale. 

MARA: Mm. What other things have you done for the 
Samaritan Club? 

MARY: Well, mainly the Archives now. I took over from 
Pearl.  I can’t remember when, but I probably 
have a date somewhere. And Joan Warke helped. 
Joan and I went into Pearl’s basement and we got 
all the stuff out. What else have I done? 

MARA: Well, with the Archives, you’ve done that for a 
very long time.  

MARY: Yes. And I’ve always helped at the Casino. 

MARA: Let’s just get back to the Archives for a 
moment. 

MARY: Okay. 

MARA: Because you’re glossing over it here. I think 
it’s a lot of work. So the Archives involves 
some things that must be brought to the Archives 
such as Minutes, Treasurer’s Information and the 
Annual Report and all that kind of thing.  And 
so those automatically flow to the Archives and 
they are stored at the Glenbow Museum. 

MARY: Mm hmm. 

MARA: And then there would be the voluntary aspects if 
people have photos or… 

MARY: Yes 

MARA: Stories and gradually those are coming in a 
little bit. 

MARY: Thanks to you. [laughter] 

MARA: And those too will be looked over and 
potentially put in the Glenbow Museum. And I 
think it’s because of your really good 
relationship with them. 

MARY: Well, it’s easier, because I have worked at the 
Museum. I volunteered to do…Actually when I was 
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taking my history degree, in the summertime, I 
worked as a student, a student worker on minimum 
wage and I started working on collecting 
information on the older businesses in Calgary. 
Their papers, anything I could find on the 
history, papers, advertising, even.  And I 
worked on that for two summers. In between, I 
voluntarily went in and worked on it. So I did a 
lot of work. I brought a lot of stuff into the 
museum which would have probably gone.  The 
problem is that, you know, the when older 
people, who have retired, had all the papers. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: And if they died, then we couldn’t contact them 
within one or two months, by which time, their 
family probably would go into the house and say 
“This is no good,” and throw it out.   

MARA: Yeah. 

MARY: So I enjoyed doing that. 

MARA: And so, because of that relationship.  

MARY: And I took history. 

MARA: I think you were the natural person to liaise 
with the Glenbow Museum for the archives for the 
Samaritan Club. 

MARY: Yes.  

MARA: You also had a sense of what they wanted.  

MARY: Well, I worked as Pearl’s assistant before I 
took over. And because I know all the Archivists 
and I know how to go into the Archives and put 
things away. 

MARA: Yeah, yeah.  

MARY: Originally, when we went, we had to separate 
things. Kaz van Tuyl and Peggy Eccleston and 
Janet Campbell. So we would go, after the June 
AGM and take things down. But we had to separate 
them.  We had to have all these boxes out. So 
the minutes went into one box. 

MARA: Oh? 

MARY: And the money, Treasury Reports went into 
another, you know what I mean. And letters went 
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into another. So it took a lot more. Bringing 
boxes out and putting them in.  

MARA: Mm hmm 

MARY: But now Susan [Kooyman]… 

MARA: Susan, who is the Archivist? 

MARY: She’s not the Chief Archivist.  Doug is the 
Chief Archivist. She decided to put everything 
in one file for a year, that year. So the last 
two years have been simple. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: So, no problem at all. We just sort them out and 
put them in. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: And then she puts them onto the computer and 
gives them a number, and there it is. 

MARA: Uh huh. So that’s a lot easier. 

MARY: Yeah. And that only took half an hour. 

MARA: Half an hour, yeah. It wasn’t as big a deal. 

MARY: No, nowhere near as big a deal because, you know 
the Samaritan Club Archives are not all in one 
place. They have different numbers and you have 
to go down all these aisles and pick them out. 
So it’s much easier now. 

MARA: And so the other items would be much like what 
you were trying to churn up out of businesses. 

MARY: Yes. 

MARA: It’s trying to churn up photos and mementos and 
so on that people may have in their basements as 
Samaritan members. 

MARY: Yes, and a lot of them do give, but most of it 
is duplicated, but that’s okay. I just ask them 
if they mind if I throw it away if it’s 
duplicated. 

MARA: Yeah. Now you were talking about another 
activity that you did and I interrupted you 
because you were glossing over Archives. What 
other things, there was the Art Sale and the 
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Archives.  What other activities of the 
Samaritan Club were you involved in? 

MARY: Oh, I’ve sold raffle tickets. Not raffle 
tickets, but when I first joined I was in…. I 
was looking it up and it said South Centre. But 
I was sure that I went into Chinook and sold 
…they were not called raffle tickets. 

MARA: They were called Lottery Tickets.   

MARY: I think Pearl got the job for us to make money. 
That was one of the first things I did. 

MARA: I think that was a precursor to what is now sold 
at stores as Lottery Tickets. 

MARY: Yes, it probably is. 

MARA: And you made a lot of money doing it. 

MARY: Yeah, we did well. That was before we went to 
the gambling casinos. And the casino, when I 
first went there, there was smoking. Lots of 
smoking.  

MARA: Oh. 

MARY: And so I worked in the counting room where there 
was no smoking and the doors locked on us when 
they started counting and I enjoyed that.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: But that was late. You know you had to be there 
until the end. And then you had to have 
everything counted. I never had handled a 
thousand dollar bill before. [laugher] Anyway, 
that was good, and then decided, I don’t know, I 
got the job of being cashier, one of the 
cashiers. I can’t do it, of course, in winter. 

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: Because it comes every 18 months, so sometimes I 
can’t do it. And the last time, my daughter went 
with me and that was really nice, because it’s 
pretty late to be leaving and coming out on 
these country roads, I’m a bit nervous. 

MARA: Casino’s raise a lot of money, too, for the 
Samaritan Club. 
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MARY: Yes, it’s very easy and I can understand how 
some people don’t approve because I don’t 
approve, either. But it does make a lot of 
money. 

MARA: Yeah. And then other things that you’ve done. 
You’ve done so many things. 

MARY: Well, probably, but I can’t think of them right 
now. Sales. 

MARA: Rummage Sales. 

MARY: Always. First of all in Toys.  I was in Toys 
first of all. And then I was in Children’s. I’ve 
been in Children’s a long time now. 

MARA: Yes. Describe the sales.  If someone didn’t know 
anything about them and they were coming in on a 
Friday morning prior to the sale. 

MARY: Well, [laugher] 

MARA: What does it look like? 

MARY: It looks like absolutely no control, at all. It 
just looks a mess. You think, “We’ll never get 
all these things sorted out and folded and put 
out and priced.” And we work all Friday, well 
Thursday night, too, now. We didn’t used to work 
Thursday night when I first started. But we used 
to help empty the truck. And I’ve never been 
asked to help, lately. 

MARA: No? 

MARY: Maybe it’s because I’m getting older. And I took 
my grandchildren. My daughter-in-law died. The 
youngest one was eight and the oldest would have 
been 14. I took them that year, the year that 
their mother died and they loved it. 

MARA: Mm. 

MARY: Especially, Jacob, the little one. The boy. The 
youngest one. And he really went into the truck. 

MARA: Oh? 

MARY: And they put him up on the lift, you know.  He 
really enjoyed it and they came the next year 
too. But, you know, as they got older, they had 
other things to do. 
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MARA: The truck was for transporting the clothing 
racks and some of the tables and those kinds of 
things.  

MARY: From the garage. 

MARA: Yeah. The Samaritan Club always had a garage, 
they still have a garage, where they store some 
of these things.  

MARY: Yeah. As much as they can. 

MARA: And in the Children’s Department, you mentioned, 
and the Toys, do you remember some of the goofy 
things that you saw or the nice things you saw. 

MARY: Well, the goofy things, like, I won’t tell you 
who, had a very nice leather jacket and somebody 
put it on a hanger and sold it. [laughter] Oh, I 
don’t know. It can’t have been for more than 
$15.00 - $20.00. And we never did get it back. 

MARA: [laughter] 

MARY: And that’s what I want to get from Joan. She 
gave a whole speech about funny things that 
happened at the sales. 

MARA: This is Joan Warke? 

MARY: Joan Warke, yes. And if she still remembers. 
And, in fact, I have some papers, I’ll show you 
later. I think they are maybe Joan’s notes for 
that speech.  

MARA: Uh huh. 

MARY: So, I’ll show it to you later 

MARA: I think it’s the funny things that keep us going 
back, because we do laugh a lot, despite the 
hard work. 

MARY: Yes, I have to tell you a joke that I’ve told to 
quite a number of people.  At one of our AGM’s, 
the old ladies …the older woman…I’m the older 
one now… they always came with hats and gloves 
and all dressed up. And at the end of this 
meeting, they asked if anybody wanted to say 
anything, so this one lady got up and she said, 
“I would just like to say something to the 
younger Samaritans.” She said, “This getting old 
may be the golden age, but the only thing that 
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is golden is your urine.” And everybody went 
“Ahh!” 

MARA: [laughter] 

MARY: It was just priceless. 

MARA: I think there’s a lot of humour in the Samaritan 
Club. There’s a lot of hard work, but there’s a 
lot of humour. 

MARY: There has to be.  Oh, another thing I’ve done, I 
worked on the phone. You know, when people need 
help.  I’ve done that after I had my knee 
surgery, I couldn’t do very much. 

MARA: You mean, when people are asking for funds. 

MARY: Well, social workers are. 

MARA: Yes. 

MARY: Yeah, I enjoyed doing that. Last summer, because 
most people are out, away for the summer so I 
just sat in and did it. 

MARA: So, for Project Research or for Family 
Assistance. 

MARY: Family Assistance.  

MARA: You’ve done a lot of different things. Do you 
remember any customers from the sale that come 
to mind? 

MARY: One man who came last year and said he had been 
coming to our sales with his parents… he was 
older… every year and when it was in the 
Cathedral downtown.  And I thought it was 
fantastic and I didn’t get his name.  I could 
kick myself. We were busy. But isn’t that 
fantastic? 

MARA: I think there are a lot of returning customers. 

MARY: Oh, yes. 

MARA: And some of those people become volunteers, 
after a time.  

MARY: Yes, that’s true. It’s a lot of work but it 
makes a fantastic amount of money. 

MARA: Do you ever buy anything at the sale?  
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MARY: Oh yes. I have two great grandchildren. So yeah. 
It’s handy being in Children’s Wear. 

MARA: Yes. 

MARY: We have another one due at the end of this 
month. 

MARA: Oh, lovely. 

MARY: So, yes, I do buy things. And quite often they 
go back to the next sale. 

MARA: That’s the best part of it. The recycling 
aspect. What would you say about the money? 
You’ve obviously been very involved in raising 
the money. 

MARY: Mm hmm. 

MARA: And just a small part in terms of giving the 
money away. Do you have any comments about that? 
Where the money goes? 

MARY: I think it’s very good. I think that they’ve 
continued in the way that the Club was started 
for.  

MARA: Mm hmm. 

MARY: And I totally agree with them giving to the 
working poor. I mean, when I was doing the 
phoning for Family Assistance, there was a young 
woman and she and her husband were working. And 
they were mentally retarded and they were on 
very low salaries and she had a preemie baby and 
she needed to have a breast pump. And I thought, 
well, that’s really something that she needed to 
do. And they were trying. 

MARA: Yes. 

MARY: They were working and they were having a baby. I 
agree. I agree with what we do. And I admire the 
people who put so much more work in that I have 
done. 

MARA: I’m not sure who that might be. 

MARY: Oh, yes. 

MARA: What has changed in the Samaritan Club that you 
have noticed for the good? 
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MARY: Everyone is getting younger. [laughter] 

MARA: Do you really think that? 

MARY: And I’ve helped bundle and … 

MARA: Yes, you’ve helped bundle and you’ve helped knit 
for the charity layettes. 

MARY: I’ve even dressed a doll and sold tickets. 

MARA: Ooh. 

MARY: We used to have raffle tickets and we were 
allowed to have one raffle and we used to do it 
at the sale. 

MARA: Oh? 

MARY: And I’ve always dressed dolls. And I saw this 
little doll and it was really nice, so I dressed 
her up and I was just going to sell her when I 
was in toys, and they said, “Oh, no, we’ll 
raffle that one.”  So… 

MARA: That’s kind of fun too. In the next five to ten 
years… 

MARY: If I’m still here. 

MARA: What do you think Calgarians should know about 
the Samaritan Club in the next five to ten 
years? 

MARY: I think we are getting more publicity than we 
did, but we don’t want too much. You know, I 
think that most of our members are private and 
they don’t want to be in the headlines. And I 
think that’s good. As long as the social workers 
know we’re here and people who need help, can 
get it. I mean, when I wrote that little history 
of the first few years of the Samaritan Club, it 
was much more personal then.  I mean, they 
actually knew the families. They visited them. 
They took them vegetables. You know, they took 
clothes and Christmas gifts.  And the Christmas 
hampers, were not only food, because we always 
did the food from the Co-op … and I helped with 
those… but they also gave gifts to each member 
of the family and some article of clothing from 
the Bay.  

MARA: Mm? 
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MARY: The Bay worked with us a lot with the Samaritan 
Club and Eaton’s at some point. So, I think we 
have enough publicity. I don’t think we need 
anymore. 

MARA: Oh. 

MARY: I mean, everybody knows about our sales. 
[laughter] 

MARA: That’s true. That’s very true. Do you have any 
thoughts you’d like to say? 

MARY: I’ve enjoyed it. I probably coming to an end to 
some of my volunteering.   

 

Thank you to The Calgary Foundation. 
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